 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, September 2, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller and Treasurer Krystal Alberts were also in attendance. Trustee Ellen Mikeworth wasn’t present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the August 19, 2025 meeting. Mike Cotter moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported Randy Demierre met with Lisa Hanson regarding the property on Second Street and they have an agreement for the complete demolition of the house. The garage, driveway, and lot will be purchased by Lisa.
· Derek reported we are closer to having Neil Piggush sign off on the source water protection plan. We had to have one more set of water testing results before we could submit the paperwork to Mr. Piggush.  Derek said Piggush Engineering has to sign off because the IEPA won’t accept Hawkins report.

· Derek reported he looked for a good dependable gas-powered washer as instructed at the last meeting. The high cost would be $350 and the low side would be $280. During the discussion that followed, Derek was informed Deputy LaCost wanted an electric power washer. Derek advised the board he’ll talk to Deputy LaCost and then make the purchase. Derek also informed the board he doesn’t use a power washer enough to justify purchasing a second one and he’ll fix the wand on the current one and make due until he needs one. The board expressed concern about him using the old one because it also has a gas leak as well as the broken wand.
· Derek reported he went to an OSHA training last week as required by our insurance.  He has to have so many hours and the training also applies to his water credit. Interesting things they discussed were shoring and trenching, tag out and lock outs, and numerous things that probably never happen in our small community, but was good to know. There’s a lot of paperwork we should have on file so when OSHA comes for an inspection, we’ll be able to show them we have it.
· Derek passed the Class C test and once he receives the certificate, he’ll get a pay increase. Derek reported he’ll start studying for the Class D test.

· Derek reported he’ll be attending the fall water conference in Springfield next week.
President Heideman recognized Treasurer Krystal Alberts who gave the Treasurer’s report for July 2025. Mike Cotter moved to approve the report as given, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed.
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· Village Attorney Brian Hiatt prepared the Appropriation Ordinance and copies were distributed for review. Angie Wycoff moved to approve ORDINANCE #2025-02 AN ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE VILLAGE OF ASHKUM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY 2025 AND ENDING ON THE 30TH DAY OF APRIL 2026, seconded by Shannon Meier. The motion passed by a roll call vote. Lyons, aye; Ponton, aye; Wycoff, aye; Meier, aye, Cotter, aye. Trustee Ellen Mikeworth was not present.

· Our insurance company requires the village have “A Return to Work Policy” on file. Attorney Hiatt prepared a memorandum and copies were distributed for review. Mike Cotter moved to approve the memorandum, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. President Heideman thought Mr. Hiatt forwarded a copy to our insurance company, but would check to make sure.

· Ryan Meister asked if the board would permit the Ashkum Athletics go door to door selling raffle tickets for light improvements at the ball park. After a short discussion, the consensus was to grant his request.

· Conxxus will be at the park September 16th from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. to meet with people who have questions or would like information on their Internet services.
· A franchise check was received from Ameren in the amount of $5,335.

· A letter was received from our previous law firm Barman Bohlen & Scott indicating they are purging old files and the village has a file for the vacation of property for 6th & Lake Streets. We don’t need their file as we have our own.
· FEMA has granted approval pending the adoption letter for the plan approved by Iroquois Hazardous Mitigation Plan, but we’ll have to fill out the paperwork first.
· President Heideman went to Concrete Construction Unlimited, left messages but hasn’t heard back from them.  A suggestion was made to call Dan Campbell who said he could try to match the stamped concrete by mixing a flurry. (This is referencing the damage due to the veteran monument being knocked over). April moved to reach out to Dan to see if he could do the concrete work before winter, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons reported our Christmas Décor three-year lease is up and asked if we wanted to continue with the same company. During the discussion that followed, April was asked if there were other options and updated decorations. April responded she would reach out to the company tomorrow and ask.
Trustee Shelley Ponton reported she had been contacted by Ron Gerdes who thought he read in our minutes the village was going to make a handicap parking space close to the museum. Derek will measure the spot to make sure it meets the requirements and if it does, we can paint a handicap parking space. We won’t cut the curb. Shelley asked permission to decorate Main Street for fall using corn stalks, etc. around the light poles and was granted permission.

Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report. 
Trustee Shannon Meier reported the volleyball coach asked if the village would be interested in putting sand volleyball in the park. A short discussion followed and the consensus was not in favor of having sand volleyball in the park.   Shannon reported there are odors in town and what can be done? Rain would help eliminate the smells but it is nasty. There are deodorizers available you can put in the drains. Derek will put some in the drains to see if they work.
Trustee Mike Cotter inquired if we had the speed limit signs yet and Derek said he does and all the spots have been marked for Julie. Derek explained where the signs will be erected.
Clerk Schmitz reported minutes of the August 4th Executive Board Meeting had not been approved. After a short discussion, April Lyons moved to approve the August 4, 2025 Executive Board Minutes, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Clerk Schmitz asked for clarification regarding the Splash Pad Fund Raiser line created at the last meeting. Her suggestion was to either create a separate Grant Fund with revenue and expense lines referencing Splash Pad donations or Splash Pad grant, or to put it in the General Fund set up like the General Fund - Police is. In this way, you’d have a paper trail for years and it won’t get lost in the General Fund. Krystal will talk to the auditor for his input. 
Treasurer Krystal Alberts had no report.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Angie Wycoff moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m., seconded by Shannon Meier, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
