 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 2 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, June 2, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons.  Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Ash-Clif Police Chief Jim Lehmkuhl, Officer Joe LaCost, Village Attorney Brian Hiatt, and Therese Simoneau, from The Advocate were also in attendance.  Trustee Angie Wycoff was not present.
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the May 20, 2025 meeting. April Lyons moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. Mike Cotter moved to approve the May 5, 2025 Executive minutes, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Ash-Cliff Police Chief Jim Lehmkuhl, who reported golf cart inspection dates will be Sunday, June 8, 2025 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Wednesday, June 11, 2025 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the village hall.
President Heideman recognized Officer Joe LaCost, who was present to answer questions the board may have, but had nothing new to report.

 President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he received a quote for the concrete on the two memorial benches in the park ($1,900) and for the smaller bench at the ball diamond ($350). Mike Cotter moved to approve paying $2,250 for the concrete, seconded by Shelley Ponton, and the motion passed.

· Derek reported he received an email from John Gray regarding his buildings on Main Street. After inspection of the crawlspace and surveying the exterior of the building, it appears the building is leaning as a result of the parking lot installed by Ashkum Township in 2015 that caused rain water to flow towards the east foundation wall creating a gradual erosion of the soil around the foundation over the last 10 years. He would like to install non-permeable fabric and gravel on the east side of the building and create a slope away from the building so the rainfall will no longer flow down along the foundation wall. They will monitor the results with future rainfalls, and if necessary, install gutter and downspouts to redirect additional rainfall if necessary. He will also continue to monitor the lean of the building to make sure there is no further movement. John talked to Jerry Alberts regarding his plans and Jerry said whatever he does will be fine with him.
· Derek will contact the owner of the house on Third Street for a progress update – nothing has been done since his last report. 

· Derek reported a technician from Hawkins will take three water samples from our wells back to their lab for testing. The tests will determine what treatment we’ll have to take to bring the copper level back to normal, and we should know by the end of June. Derek said Piggush Engineering will have to sign off because the IEPA won’t accept Hawkins report.   
· Derek reported he has a list and pictures of houses needing work available if the board would like to review them.

· Derek reported John Deere picked up the 2002 front mount mower to repair it. While transporting it to Hoopeston, the shroud blew off and is not replaceable due to its age. The mower still doesn’t work. Discussion followed about purchasing a new mower, but no action was taken at this time.

President Heideman recognized Brian Hiatt, Village Attorney, who was present to discuss the details for a chicken ordinance. Our current ordinance doesn’t allow roosters, but doesn’t specify how many chickens are allowed. The board would like the ordinance to limit the number of chickens to ten, and no roosters. Attorney Hiatt will use the ordinance Aroma Park adopted as a guideline. President Heideman will get Attorney Hiatt a template for the Back-to-Work ordinance our insurance company is requiring the village to have on file. When asked for an update on an ongoing court case, Attorney Hiatt informed the board a bench trial has been set for June 13th at 1:30 p.m.
President Heideman reported a new FS propane contract is $1.84 per gallon and total cost is $927 for the year. We had a $913.05 credit for years 2024-2025. Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the contract, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons has no report. 

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported Pam Hanson donated hostas to the village. The plan is to plant them around the gazebo. Adding lights around the gazebo was also discussed. Ellen said she would check with the Lion’s Club if they would share in the cost. President Heideman suggested decorating the gazebo during the Christmas season where Santa could greet children would be nice. People in the community have expressed an interest in decorating the park for Christmas.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if the owners of the properties needing attention and on Derek’s list could be sent letters advising them what our ordinance requirements are. Derek said he could write the letters and he would cut and paste the verbiage from our ordinance. Shelley also discussed people speeding and running stop signs. A lengthy discussion followed with possible solutions mentioned. Speed bumps appeared to be the favorite of everyone. Police Chief Lehmkuhl reported he has access to a catalog and would bring it to the office. Reed’s Rental will also be contacted if they have rentals available.
Trustee Shannon Meier had no report.
Trustee Mike Cotter reported the proposed budget will be presented at the next board meeting.
Treasurer Krystal Alberts reported the township contract for the coliseum is done and the next step is to present it to their board for approval
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.

As there was no further business to come before the board, Shannon Meier moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m., seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
