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Robert Opie Lindsay
QB #5509

Hangar: #25, TUL, Tulsa, OK
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• Born December 25th, 1894 in Madison, NC
to William Robert Lindsay and Nannie
Hutcherson Meador Lindsay, the youngest
of six children.

• His father was employed in the textile
industry but died when Opie was only four
years old.

• He married Anne S. Bryan with whom he
had two daughters, Anne Bryan Lindsay and
Muriel Opie Lindsay.

• Anne was a prize-winning piano student of
Dr. Alexander Raab from Austria. A member
of the Colonial Dames of America, she was
an extensive world traveler, having visited
over a hundred countries.
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• Lindsay attended State College in Raleigh
from 1912-1916, majoring in Textiles.

• An athlete, he excelled in football,
basketball and baseball.

• He was active in the Leazar Literary Society,
Debate Club, and the German Club, and he
was business manager of the Red & White
student publication and associate editor of
the Agromeck yearbook.

• The 1916 Agromeck (his senior year)
describes “Opie” as possessing “business
ability and good judgment,” while perhaps
knowing nothing about girls.
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Opie Lindsay at “State College” (NCSU)
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Opie Lindsay at “State College” (NCSU)
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Opie Lindsay at “State College” (NCSU)
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Opie Lindsay at “State College” (NCSU)
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• James Henry Baugham, enrolled in 1916 and was a
member of the varsity football team. Just two
months into his freshman year he determined to
abandon his academic pursuits in favor of flight
training.

• His young age (18) barred him from joining the Air
Service. In the spring of 1917, Baugham traveled to
Newport News, VA to attend Curtiss Aviation School,
where he graduated on June 20. Two weeks later, he
landed in France and joined the Lafayette Flying
Corps, one of 180 Americans. (not confirmed!)

• He was the only North Carolinian to enter the French
flying service with prior piloting experience. He was
also its most successful, credited with two kills.

• He was shot down twice over France, surviving the
first but suffering mortal wounds in the second. He
earned the French Croix de Guerre with two palms
and the French Medal Militaire.

Other NC State WWI Aviators



QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC 9

Raleigh’s James Allen Higgs, a 1910 civil
engineering graduate, was awarded a special
war medal after he was shot down three times
from observation balloons over the battlefields
of France. Each time, he went back up in a new
balloon. He joined the Army at age 29.

Other NC State WWI Aviators
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Lt. Jimmy Higgs, DSC, 7th Balloon Company
Once, he was trying to coerce his partner
to escape for his life and was met only with
a blank stare from a non-English speaking
partner. He quickly ran through his
memory banks to find the French word for
“jump.” “We were supposed to stay in the
balloon until our telephone man on the
ground told us to jump,” Higgs said. “Noise
carries upward much louder than along the
surface. The guns were making such a
racket I couldn’t hear over the phone.
Finally, I made out the words ‘Jump!
Jump!’” When he relayed the order to the
French sergeant, he got no response. “I
realized he didn’t understand English, and
hollered, ‘Sautez! Sautez!’ and pointed the
way he was to go. He went over the side
and I followed him.” It was anything but a
peaceful trip to the ground.
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• Lindsay applied to the Officers’
Training Corps at Fort Oglethorpe,
Georgia (Home of the WACs), but he
was turned away due to an acute
episode of appendicitis. After a
successful operation in Greensboro,
he enrolled in the Officers Training
Corps for Aviators, stationed at
Champaign, Illinois.

• After training in the U.S. in a Curtiss
JN-4 and later in France, he was
shipped off to the 139th Aero
Squadron, part of the 2nd Pursuit
Group, First United States Army. Its
emblem was the flying Mercury.
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Actual fabric removed from
a SPAD XIII of the 139th 
Aero Squadron. 
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139th Aero Squadron, Belrain Aerodrome, France, November 1918



SPAD S.VII
Lt. Jones

138th Aero Squadron
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Aircraft of the 139th Aero Squadron 

Curtiss JN-4 at Kelly Field

SPAD S.XIII 
1/Lt Raymond 'Jerry' Seevers

139th Aero Squadron

Nieuport 28
94th Aero Squadron
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Aircraft of the Enemy

Pfalz D.III

Hannover CL.III

Fokker D.VII
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• Lindsay was slightly wounded on the first
day of the Battle of Saint-Mihiel, fought
from 12–15 September 1918, involving
the American Expeditionary Forces and
110,000 French troops under the
command of General John J. Pershing of
the US against German positions.

• He recovered to help shoot down two
Pfalz D.IIIs on 18 September 1918. He
would score four more victories in the
remaining weeks of the war and be
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

• Colonel G. S. Patton, Jr., commanding the
Brigade of Tanks, was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross for his
"extraordinary heroism" during this
battle, where he was wounded.
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Robert Opie Lindsay was North Carolina’s only World War
I ace in the U.S. Army Air Service. Born in Madison on
December 25, 1894, he graduated from North Carolina
College of Agricultural and Mechanic Arts (now North
Carolina State University) in 1916. He initially attempted
to enlist via the Army’s Officer Training Corps in
Oglethorpe, Georgia, but was thwarted due to a bout of
appendicitis. After his recovery, he joined the U.S. Signal
Corps. After receiving training in flying in Illinois,
Pennsylvania, and New York, he was sent to San Antonio
where he served as a flight instructor. Lindsay was then
sent to France, where he received training in flying the
French SPAD S.XIII fighter plane. Afterward he was
assigned in 1918 to the 139th Pursuit Squadron of the
American Expeditionary Force Air Service.
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Lindsay was wounded during the opening day of the St.
Mihiel offensive. He recorded his first victory on the
afternoon of September 18, 1918, shooting down two
German Pfalz D.III fighter planes over Pagny-sur-Moselle.
By the end of October 1918 he scored four more
victories, shooting down another Pfalz D.III over Clery-le-
Petit on September 28, a Hannover C over Bayoneville on
October 22, and two Fokker D.VII fighters on October 27
over Bantheville. The credit for Lindsay’s first five victories
were shared with other members of his squadron. He is
the only North Carolina native noted on official U.S. Army
lists as having achieved the status of ace, which required
a minimum of five victories. He received the
Distinguished Service Cross for his heroism in the
October 27 action at Bantheville.
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Belrain Aerodrome

Croix de Metz Aerodrome

Bayonville

Bantheville
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Croix de Metz Aerodrome (Gengoult)
30 June 1918 - 24 September 1918



QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC 22

Belrain Aerodrome
24 September – 7 November 1918



QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC 23

After World War I Lindsay lived in New York and
Tennessee. He also played a role in the establishment of
Berry Field airport in Nashville and served in the Civil
Aeronautics Administration. During World War II he
served in several stateside posts in the U.S. Army Air
Corps, rising to the rank of colonel by war’s end. He died
in Fort Worth, Texas, on August 1, 1952 at the age of 58.

QB Profiles – Robert Opie Lindsay
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139th Aero Squadron, Assignments and Stations, Sept. 1917 – June 1919
19 Stations between organization and demobilization!
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139th Aero Squadron – Aces and Ribbons
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"The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to
Robert Opie Lindsay, First Lieutenant (Air Service),
U.S. Army, for extraordinary heroism in action near
Bantheville, France, October 27, 1918. In company
with two other planes, Lieutenant Lindsay attacked
three enemy planes (Fokker type) at an altitude of
3,000 meters, and after a sharp fight brought down
one of them. While engaged with the two remaining
machines, eight more planes (Fokker type) came at
him from straight ahead. He flew straight through
their formation, gained an advantageous position,
and brought down another plane before he
withdrew from the combat. General Orders No. 46,
W.D., 1919"
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QB Profiles – Robert Opie Lindsay

Robert Opie Lindsay was one of many decorated NC State graduates
featured in a special section of the 1919 Agromeck honoring the school’s
WWI veterans.



QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC 28

Following World War I
• After the war, Robert Lindsay returned to Madison,

N.C., where he took a job as the Secretary-
Treasurer for the Madison Hosiery Mills, Inc.,
entering the field for which he studied in college.
Gem-Dandy, based in Madison, is a leading
supplier of belts and socks to various brands.

• Lindsay was a founding member of the Civil
Aeronautics Administration (CAA, forerunner to
the FAA),” when FDR signed the Civil Aeronautics
Act in 1938.

• In 1936 he assisted in the development of Berry
Field in Nashville, today’s Nashville Int’l Airport.

• During World War II, Lindsay served in the U.S.
Army Air Force, and was commanding officer at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for a short time. He retired in
1945 with the rank of Colonel.



29QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC

QB Profiles – Robert Opie Lindsay

• Died on 1 August 1952 at aged 57, in Fort Worth, TX, 
following an operation.

• Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Nashville, TN, 
alongside his wife, who died in 1999 at the age of 94.
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CAVU FOREVER BROTHER QB

Thank You
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THESE QB MEMBER PROFILES FOUND AT

www.aerosouth.net/QB
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Additional 

Slides
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay

• Norman Lindsay was born in Victoria, Australia, on 23
February 1879. After working as a sports illustrator in
Melbourne he joined the Sydney Bulletin in 1901 and
eventually became the newspaper's chief cartoonist.
A painter, sculptor, and book illustrator, he produced
a vast amount over seven decades of productivity.

• Lindsay was asked on the outbreak of the First World
War to produce a series of propaganda posters for
the Allies. During the First World War he produced a
large body of recruiting posters and cartoons.

• Many of them were jingoistic and some, including
some pro-conscription drawings, were highly
controversial. He used an "ogre" figure in a number
of his piece to represent Germany.

• Played by Sam Neill, Lindsay was portrayed as an
unconventional libertine in the 1994 film Sirens. He is
today recognized as one of Australia's greatest artists.
Lindsay died on 21s November 1969.
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay



QB Profiles – QB Hangar #218, Pinehurst, NC 35

The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay
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The WWI Art of Norman Lindsay
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How the Axis Recruited Soldiers
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How the French Recruited Soldiers


