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Charles Jensen
Hangar: N/A
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Charles Christian Jensen

Relative of QB John Boles’ Friend

• Raised in Hayward, CA (SanFran)
• Attended Berkeley Aviation School
for Students. Graduated with honors.

• Commissioned a Lt., sent to
Taliaferro Field, TX, for flight training
in April, 1918.

• Trained on the Canuc JN-4C, the
Canadian Jenny.

• Commanded flight training at
Taliaferro but was not sent to
Europe.

• Left the military after WWI, before
QB formed.
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Taliaferro Field, Saginaw, Texas

After the United States' entry into World War I in April 1917, General John J. Pershing invited the
British Royal Flying Corps to establish training fields in Texas for the training of American and
Canadians volunteers because of its mild weather. After looking at sites in Dallas, Fort Worth,
Waco, Austin, Wichita Falls and Midland, three sites were established in 1917 in the Fort Worth
vicinity (known as the "Flying Triangle."), those being Hicks Field (#1), Barron Field (#2), and
Benbrook Field (#3).
Canadians named the training complex Camp Taliaferro after Walter Taliaferro, a US aviator who
had been killed in an accident. Camp Taliaferro was headquartered under the direction of the Air
Service, United States Army, which had an administration center near what is now the Will
Rodgers Memorial Center in Fort Worth, Texas.
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Curtiss “Canuck” JN-4C

• Used as a training aircraft during the First World War
• Favoured by barnstormers performing stunts and used for recreation after the war
• Given the name "Canuck" to distinguish it from its U.S. counterpart, the American

Curtiss JN-4
• Achieved more "firsts" than any other Canadian aircraft, including first aircraft to

cross the Canadian Rockies; first aircraft to be mass-produced in Canada; and first
to deliver air mail (from Montreal to Toronto, June 24, 1918)

• First flight was in January 1917
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1. The following course of flying instruction will be given each Cadet undergoing flying training
at this Field.

2. Cadets will be assigned to certain classes or stages, assignments to be made on the efficiency
and ability of the Cadet.

3. There will be five stages of instruction.

FIRST STAGE: To be dual, four to nine hours flying time for the Cadet.

Two periods of forty-five minutes each, daily. This means forty-five minutes from the time the
instructor and pupil leave the dead line. At the end of forty-five minutes you must be on the dead
line again.

Cadets showing no sign of improvement at the end of nine hours will be relieved.

Cadets will receive instruction in the following points:
Straight get-aways; straight landings into the wind. All landings to be three poing.
1. Handling machine in air
2. To fly a straight course
3. Making turns
4. Moderate climbs and glides, neither maximum nor minimum.
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Flying Department Taliaferro Field, May 9, 1918 
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Instructors impress upon the student:
1. How easy it is to fly.
2. What is meant by flying speed.
3. Large eights.
4. Throttling motor and gliding to Field, motor to be throttled at right angles to landing

direction. (All these glides must be at a normal angle.)
5. How to stop, drift and skid.

First solo will be followed immediately be a flight with instructor.

SECOND STAGE: Approximately ten hours.

Two periods of forty-five minutes each, daily. This will be a review of dual, large eights and
turns with moderate bank added.

THIRD STAGE: Approximately six hours.

Student will be instructed tomake:
1. Figure eights approaching the vertical
2. Spirals to right and left
3. S-ing to mark.
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Flying Department Taliaferro Field, May 9, 1918 



7

They will also be shown in this stage, the maximum climbing and minimum gliding. This
will be dual and Cadets will not be allowed to attempt these alone. The instruction in these
consists of about three maximum climbs working gradually to a complete stall motor on.
Minimum glide, about three, working gradually to a complete stall. This is just to give the student
a better feel of the ship. (Impress on the student, this will not be done while on solo)

FOURTH STAGE: Five to seven hours.

The student will climb out of the R.M.A. Field and land over the Hurdle landing with dead-
stick to the mark, and cross-country.

FIFTH STAGE: Stunting or Aerobatics for four hours.

First hour to be a lectur on skids, side-slips, stalls, tail spins, cross-wind landings,
Immelman turns, barrell or roll over.

It is not desired to overdo stunt flying, as a cadet will get sufficient practice at the
specialized schools. It is merely desired to give him enough stunt flying so that he will get a better
fell of the machine and upon getting into difficulties while alone, will know just what to do and
also that he may gain confidence and see how easy it is to fly.

Junius B. Alexander
Capt. J.M.A., S.O.
Officer in charge of Flying.
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Flying Department Taliaferro Field, May 9, 1918 
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Charles Christian Jensen

162. Traffic, 4 mi. from entrance to “Flin’ Frolic” Nov. 12-13-1918. Love Field, Tex.
Courtesy, Commanding Officer, Taliaferro Field. 
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Charles Christian Jensen

A Spad - The Spad is a French ship but was used by all American pursuit squadrons
because the U.S. had no small ships at the front. 200-200 Hispano. Best altitude 4000m. 
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Charles Christian Jensen

Most of 78th Squadron Machines on the line. Maple Leaf & Beaver emblem.
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Charles Christian Jensen
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Charles Christian Jensen

Fell 800’ in a spinning nose-dive and didn’t hurt the American cadet who was in it.
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Charles Christian Jensen

Getting into the hanger the 
wrong way.
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Charles Christian Jensen

Crash at Taliaferro Field. Pilot Lt. Jas. T. Brennan., Passenger Lt. L.C. Giesendorf.
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Charles Christian Jensen

Lt. George William Goddard Rear. Photographic officer. Later became Commanding Officer for 
photography in the Air Force. Retired as 1 Star General. Pilot H.A.Montague.
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Charles Christian Jensen

Crashed on top of ambulance while landing – no injuries.
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Charles Christian Jensen

Landed after Dark
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Charles Christian Jensen

Newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jensen, on their Honeymoon. 
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Charles Christian Jensen

Good reference 
article in the 
Sacramento 
Union, Sunday, 
June 30th 1974, F5.
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