
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-_____
An ordinance clarifying the existing schedule of rates and charges to be collected by the Town of Spurgeon from the owners of property served by the sewage works of the Town upon completion of said sewer works and other matters connected therewith


WHEREAS, the Town previously adopted Ordinance 2020-09 (the “Sewer Rate Ordinance”) to establish a schedule of rates and charges to be effective upon completion of the sewage works to produce sufficient revenue to pay the expense of maintenance and operation of the Town’s sewer works and to provide funds for necessary future replacements and improvements to the works, all in a manner in accordance with law of the State of Indiana, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, and the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

WHEREAS, the Town desires to make revisions to the Rate Ordinance for the sole purpose clarifying certain provisions but without making any changes to the rates that were established by the Rate Ordinance.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SPURGEON, INDIANA:
Section
1.
For the use of, and the service rendered by, the sewage works, rates and charges shall be collected from the owners of each and every lot, parcel of real estate or building that is connected with the Town of Spurgeon’s (the “Town”) sanitary system or otherwise discharges sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or indirectly, into the sanitary sewerage system of the Town.  Such rates and charges include User Charges and other service charges, which rates and charges shall be payable as hereinafter provided and shall be in an amount determinable as follows:

(a)
The sewage rates and charges shall be based on the quantity of water used on or in the property or premises subject to such rates and charges, as the same is measured by the water meter there in use, plus a base charge, except as herein otherwise provided.  For the purpose of billing and collecting the charges for sewage service, the water meters shall be read monthly (or period equaling a month). However, the meter readings may be estimated from time as determined by the billing agent and will be based on the customer’s average consumption. The monthly rates and charges for each customer shall include a treatment rate, calculated based upon water usage, plus a fixed base rate as follows:

1)
Treatment Rate - $9.74 per 1,000 gallons of usage per month.
2)
Base Rate - $48.59 per month.
(c)
For the service rendered to the Town, said Town shall be subject to the same rates and charges herein​above provided.

(d)
The above rates and charges shall commence to be billed at such time as construction of the sewage works is complete and the sewage work is available for connection (“Completion”).


Section
2.
The owner of any building or structure connecting to the sewage works on or before the date that is six months after Completion shall not be required to pay a connection charge prior to making connection, said connection charge being hereby waived by the Town.  An owner of any building or structure connecting to the sewage works after said six-month period shall pay a connection charge of $2,000 (per Equivalent Single Family Dwelling Unit defined as 3,675 gallons per month) for each connection. The person making the connection shall be responsible for making the connection and the expense thereof.  

No connection charge shall be payable until a structure to be connected is identified and construction of such structure must begin within 12 months of the issuance of a tap-in permit by the Town.  Failure to begin construction as required herein shall render the permit invalid.  Failure to complete construction of such structure within 24 months of the issuance of the permit, unless the Town agrees to a longer time, shall render the tap permit invalid and future construction shall require a new tap-in permit.


Connection of a non-single family dwelling unit to the sewer system shall involve a calculation to calculate the required connection fee based upon the actual or projected flow such connection is deemed to generate.  Such total monthly flow, actual or projected, shall be divided by 3,675 to calculate the number of residential equivalent connections such non-residential use shall pay, but in no case shall such connection charge be less than a single family residential connection fee.
Section
3.
Such rates and charges shall be prepared, billed and collected by the Town in the manner provided by law and ordinance.

(a)
The rates and charges for all users shall be prepared and billed monthly.

(b)
The rates and charges may be billed to the tenant or tenants occupying the properties served, unless otherwise requested in writing by the owner, but such billing shall in no way relieve the owner from the liability in the event payment is not made as herein required.  The owners of properties served, which are occupied by a tenant or tenants, shall have the right to examine the collection records of the Town for the purpose of determining whether bills have been paid by such tenant or tenants, provided that such examination shall be made at the office at which said records are kept and during the hours that such office is open for business.

(c)
As is provided by statute, all rates and charges not paid when due are hereby declared to be delinquent and a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the rates or charges shall thereupon attach thereto.  The time at which such rates or charges shall be paid is now fixed at fifteen (15) days after the date of mailing of the bill.

Section 4.
The effectiveness of this Ordinance and the rates and charges set forth herein are contingent upon and shall only be effective upon the funding of and completion of the Sewage Works.  


Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Spurgeon, Indiana, this________ day of _________, 20____.







President, 


         




Board Member







Board Member

ATTEST:

Clerk-Treasurer
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