
 

Issue 1-2023 

A board meeting was held each month (October,   
November, and December).   

October’s meeting focused on Oktoberfest and the fall 
yard sale.   Plans were finalized for the food, DJ, table 
and chair rental, lights, and keg of beer for Oktober-
fest.  It was decided to hold the festivities a little earli-
er this year to give children more time to enjoy the 
games and bunce house.  Volunteers were asked to 
gather at 9:00 AM the day of to set up the tables and 
decorate.  The hours were set for the yard sale.   

In November, the focus was on the annual meeting.  
Goodies were requested and ballots were mailed out.  
We achieved a quorum this year and the two residents 
running for the board were elected.  Hurricane related 
issues were also discussed.   

At December’s meeting, two residents were appointed 
to the board bringing the total number of board mem-
bers to 6.  In addition, Erica Usher volunteered to head 
up the Architectural Control Board.  It was decided the 
board positions would be determined at the January 
2023 meeting.  Holiday decorations for our two     
entrances were discussed.   

At each meeting, minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, and the treasure’s report is given.  Maintenance 
issues are discussed, and any complaint received         
during the month is discussed and a resolution                
proposed.   

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
Dear Fellow Homeowners: 
 
Unlike the cookie-cutter, stucco trailer developments to the East along Taylor Road, we have a community like no other.  
However, the beauty of this community does not hold up without the support of its members.  As many a chairman has done 
in the past, I am writing to request that you join our Home Owner’s Association in 2023.  The $100 annual dues (which works 
out to $8.33 per month) that you voluntarily pay today collectively helps to maintain our community standards.  This small 
amount covers a variety of expenses including: 
 

 Lawn Maintenance, pruning of foliage and irrigation of the median along Stratford,  
 Monthly electric bill for the lighting of the sign at the Taylor Road entrance,  
 Hall rental for our annual board meeting, 
 The Long Leaf Plantation website,  
 July Fourth Parade and Oktoberfest,  
 Yard of the Month prize, 
 Mailing expenses for our dues statements,  
 Directories, and various flyers,  
 Legal services and liability insurance. 

 
For added convenience, you may now pay your member dues online via our website at llphoa.org.  It might surprise you to 
know that only approximately half of the homeowners in the community are members of the association.  If you are already a 
member, please continue your support of this community by promptly returning your payment to the address listed in the 
dues letter or on-line.  If you are not a member, please consider joining your neighbors this year to make this community 
better than it has ever been.   
 
If you have improvement suggestions for the association please forward them to our website:  https://llphoa.org/contact-us 

 
 

Board Meeting Highlights 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

Duncan MacKenzie 
Chairman, Long Leaf Plantation Homeowners Association 

…….…Key Information. .……….                                                             

POISON CONTROL……………………..800-222-1222 
W VOLUSIA CO POLICE, FIRE & EMS….…….386 254-4657  
Duke Energy ………………….……...800-228-8485 
VOLUSIA CO ROAD & BRIDGE…….. ……...386-822-6422 
Report pot holes, drainage issues, signs & mowing 
VOLUSIA CO ANIMAL CONTROL …... ……...386-248-1790 
VOLUSIA CO CODE ENFORCEMENT………....386-736-5925 
In residential areas, motor vehicles my not be parked in 
the front yard except on driveways. 
W VOLUSIA TRANSFER STATION………….386-423-3862 
For recycling and household hazardous waste 
WATERING DAYS (before 10am)/Daylight Saving Tim e… 
Even house #  Thurs & Sun; Odd house #  Wed & Sat 
Eastern Standard Time...Even house #  Sun,  Odd house #  
Sat 

Millie McCain, a longtime resident of Black Ironwood Drive, was a familiar face to many as she walked her                  
little dog Mimzee several times a day along our shady streets.  Her family extends an invitation to all who                  
knew her to attend a Celebration Of Life on  Saturday, February 11th, at 11 a.m., at Deland First United                 
Methodist Church, 115 E. Howry Ave, Deland, FL 32724.                   

Don Day 

***************************************************************** 



 

Charles Johnson—1045 Torchwood Dr. 
William &  Barbara Gaillard—986 Torchwood Dr. 
Manuel &  Carmen Camunas—889 Torchwood Dr. 
Russell & Kaley Macomber—1628 Wild Indigo Dr. 
Cindy Aguilar—605 Black Ironwood Dr.  
James Duffey & Mary-Ann Lambert—734 
Black Ironwood Dr. 
Matthew Monarch—523 Princewood Dr.   

COVENANT CORNER  
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 
BOARD 

 

Lewis Nighswonger (July) 

Lawrence Usher (August) 

Teri Christopher (September) 
COMMITTEES 

—Maintenance— 

Teri Christopher 

386-956-8895 

Lewis Nighswonger 

386-736-0030 

—Membership— 

Nada Acquaro 

954-681-1313 

Acquaro391@yahoo.com 

********************* 

********************* 

********************* 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 
BOARD 

Erica Usher 
ericausher@outlook.com 

https://llphoa.org/contact-us 
386-781-4961 

COMMITTEES 
—Maintenance— 

Teri Christopher 
386-956-8895 

 
—Membership— 

Nada Acquaro 
954-681-1313 

 
—Yard Beautification— 
John & Teri Christopher 

386-956-8895 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Duncan MacKenzie - Chair 
pdesign1001@att.net 

386-873-7266  
 

Michael Company - Vice Chair 
michaelcampany@gmail.com 

408-721-1641 
 

Rebecca Verrastro - Secretary 
rebeccavrealtor@gmail.com 

386-310-2404 
 

Teri Christopher – Treasurer 
jfctc@hotmail.com 

386-956-8895 
 

Jeffrey Morris 
jeffreymorris@icloud.com 

386-614-8421 
 

Nada Acquaro 
nada.acquaro@va.gov 

954-681-1313 

Did you know that our covenants are posted on the Long Leaf website?  To read them, go to LLPHOA.org.  Scroll down 
on the left-hand menu until you see Legal Documents.  Click on that and the covenants will open.  For your 
convenience, here is the link.   (https://llphoa.org/legal-documents)   
 
Even better, this document is searchable, but you must first download this document to your computer.  When the 
covenants are opened on the website, you will see an option to Download PDF.  Click this link and the document will 
download to your computer.  You can now search for any term by simply holding down CTRL and pressing F.  A little 
window will open up on the top right of your screen showing you the number of occurrences for this term.  For exam-
ple, CTRL+ F (type) fence shows me there are 6 occurrences for the term fence and it will highlight the first occurrence.  
From this point, click the up or down arrow to cycle through all the occurrences.  Remember, less is more.  Continuing 
this example, typing fences yields only 4 occurrences.    
 
For those of us who are less computer savvy, the board thought it a good idea to discuss various covenants in the  
newsletters.  We are starting with the two biggest requests to the ACB – trees and roofs.   
 
Here is what our covenants state regarding tree removal:   
III, Use Restrictions: H. 
No tree measuring six inches or more in diameter at a height of four feet from the ground may be removed without the 
written approval of the ACB. All requests for approval of tree removal shall be submitted to the ACB. Residents who cut 
down trees over 6” in diameter, without the prior review and approval of the ACB, will be fined $250.00 per tree, which 
if not paid within 60 days will result in a property lien. In addition, rental and vacant houses, along with vacant lots are 
subject to the Volusia County Code enforcement for cutting or felling trees without appropriate agreement with the 
County. Long Leaf rental homeowners will be held responsible for the actions of their renters. 
 
Regarding roof replacement:   
While the covenants do not address roofs specifically they do state the need for prior approval of all exterior alterations 
and a color palate compatible with the community.  As such, the ACB requests that the manufacturer of the replace-
ment shingles as well as the color be submitted for approval prior to roof replacement.   
 
II, Construction Restrictions: G.  All exterior finishes will be in the range of colors described as “natural 
earth tones” – excluding white and black. A guide of acceptable colors will be provided by the ACB. Understanding that 
color codes/names may change over time, the ACB approval of color changes will be required.   
 
III, Use Restrictions: I. 
All external construction products must be approved by the ACB prior to installation. 

NEWSLETTER 
Rebecca Verrastro 

386-310-2404 
Carol Noyes 

(H) 386-943-8944  
(C) 386-956-9461 
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COMMUNITY-WIDE  
SPRING YARD SALE 
MARCH 18th, 8 AM - 1 PM 

Next month Long Leaf will once again BE holding its Spring                                                                                                                    
Yard Sale.  Time to go on a treasure hunt through your 
home,  garage, and yard looking for saleable items.  In case 
of rain,  the sale will be held the following Saturday, March 
25th.  
Remember, "One man's trash is another man's treasure." 
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YARDS OF THE MONTH 
Congratulations to our Yard of the Month Winners! Thank you for helping to 
make our neighborhood beautiful!  Remember, only paid HOA members are 
eligible for this award, so if you’d like to be considered, make sure you’ve 
sent in your annual dues of $100. And be a good neighbor and consider nom-
inating a yard you love by calling John or Teri Christopher at 386-956-8895. 
Due to Hurricane Ian, the board chose not to pick a Yard of the 
Month for October 2022.   

NOVEMBER 
Karl and Bonnie Schaefer 
676 Torchwood 

DECEMBER 
Robert Volinsky and  
Leslie Caverly 
535 Black Ironwood Dr. 

Long-time Long Leaf resident Russ Freeburg will be 100 years old on March 
4, 2023!  A resident of our community for approximately 30 years, Russ 
has enjoyed a long and fruitful life, both in Florida and the Washington, 
D.C. area, where he lived with his wife Sally and family for many years. 
Born in Galesburg, Illinois, a small town about 180 miles southwest of 
Chicago, on March 4, 1923, Russ was a child of the  prairie.  He served in 
World War II with the 8th  Armored Division of the 9th  U.S.Army, seeing 
action in Holland, Germany, and the current 
Czech Republic.  Russ attended Knox College in 
Galesburg, where he met and married his wife 
Sally. Moving to St. Louis, Russ attended and                
graduated from Washington University. 
After graduating, Russ and Sally moved to   
Chicago, where Russ got his first professional job 
as a reporter for City Press, a training ground for 
Chicago’s big metropolitan daily newspapers.  
With that experience, Russ was hired by the 
Chicago Tribune, where he worked for most of his adult career, rising 
through the ranks as a city desk reporter, financial reporter, and was     
transferred to the Tribune’s Washington D.C. Bureau in 1959.  There, Russ 
covered finance, Congress, various Cabinet Departments, including the 
State Department, and the White House. Russ was promoted to           
Washington Bureau Chief, and then became Managing Editor of the         
Chicago Tribune.   
Russ left the Chicago Tribune in the early 1970’s, and worked in public 
relations in the Washington D.C. area for the remainder of his working 
career.  Russ retired in the early 1990’s and moved to Florida with his wife 
Sally.  Sally passed away in 2005, and Russ’s son Jon came to live with him 
in 2011. 
Russ authored two books, Oil and War in 1986, a history of the importance 
of oil to the Allied victory in WW II, and Inside the Front Page, From copy 
boy to Managing Editor:  My life in the newspaper business, his memoir in 
2019. 
Russ can often be seen working in his yard.  He still plays golf, but only 9 
holes, where he hopes to shoot half his age.  Russ is an avid reader, mainly 
non-fiction, and belongs to two local book clubs.  He keeps up with current 
events, and enjoys spending summers in Michigan, where his family has 
vacationed since the 1960’s. 
After returning from covering various political events, such as nominating 
conventions and presidential campaigns, his children would run up to give 
him hugs.  Russ would bend down to hug them back and say,  “Kiss me 
kids.  Nothing makes me sick.” 
  —————————————————————— 
 
Please join Russ and his family at an open house celebrating his 
100th birthday: 

When:    Saturday March 4, 2023 
Time:  1:00 – 5:00 PM 
Where:  852 Torchwood Drive 
  Deland, FL 32724 
Phone:  (386) 736-3811 

COULD YOU BE A VICTIM? 
The answer is a simple yes! 

 


 
  


 


 


 


 

EVER WONDER HOW YOUR DOG SEEMS TO KNOW WHEN YOU'RE STRESSED?   

 

Take advantage of the internet and Google areas of  interest related to  protecting your 
home. These  are  just  a few   thoughts  to  keep  you thinking of being safe. Do your 
research and see what professionals in the security profession or police/Sheriff's           
departments recommend. 



{ Please patronize their business! } 

  MANY THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT! 

 

 

386-756-3344 
Mark Johnson 

Licensed & Insured 

AUTHORIZED ROOF LIFE DEALER 

NEW ROOFS 

CLEANING OLDER ROOFS WITH BLACK STAINS 

Greg & Vicki Hanson — Owners 

2022 Christmas Decoration Contest  
Winners 

Rick and Margie Carrillo 
779 Torchwood Dr. 
Lawrence and Erica Usher 
921 Torchwood Dr. 

This year, Teri and Rebecca rode through the neighborhood in the evening looking at all 
the decorations.  Lot of homes were decked out for Christmas this year making it hard to 
choose just 4.  If a resident was not an HOA member, their home was ineligible – no 
matter how great the decorations were.   The winners for Christmas 2022 were: 
Joel and Caitlin Jason 
1052 Torchwood Dr. 
Morris and Diana Goodwin 
662 Princewood Dr. 


