B.Y.U. International Folk Dancers Present

CHRISTMAS SURPRISE

Directed by DECEMBER 10, 11, 12
MARY B. JENSEN George Albert Smith Fieldhouse
DWAINE GOODWIN 8:00 p.m.

SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION EDUCATION
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY



YOOK

o o/

MO

The history-making B.Y.U. Inter-

national Folk Dancers danced their way
across Europe, bridging the language
ap with a “whoop™ and a smile as they
uffilled their assignment as American
ambassadors in international relation-
ships.

The unforgettable highlights of the
tour were those moments of close rap-
port with the peoples that they lived
with, danced and sang with, and per-
formed for.

Political differences were forgotten;
the Americans were merely young
people of a different nationality, inter-
ested in discovering more about the
other countries and customs in an in-
formal cultural exchange.

Mary Bee Jensen and Dwaine Good-
win, codirectors of the Fifth Annual
Christmas Concert, try out a high Hun-
garian leap that they witnessed in Europe.
Mary Bee has directed the folk dancers
since their first performance in 1956.
Dwaine is a graduate assistant in recrea-
tion education and has performed with
the group for five years. Through their
efforts the dances and choreography have
captured the spirit of the European people.

The International Folk Dancers have
a membership of 186 students. Their tal-
ents go beyond dancing and into the fields
of scholarship winning, art, state beauty
queen contests, trick horse riding, national
baton twirling championships, roller skat-
ing championships and music award win-
ning. With a sincere desire for better in-
ternational understanding and friendship,
the dancers unite their efforts in the fi(s{d
of dance.




PARADE

FLAGS

HUNGARIAN MEDLEY

GOPAK MEDLEY

AUSTRIAN LEANDLER
PRAXPLATTLER

HOCHZEITS TANZ

HIGHLAND FLING

BLUE BONNETS
MAIRI'S WEDDING

OBEREK

PROGRAM

PARADE

The International Folk Dance Festival is preceded
by a parade of nations through the village streets.
The dancers wind their way over cobblestone
streets, cheered by enthusiastic spectators, as they
march to the scene of the festival.

FLAGS

Europe’s unique contribution to parades and fes-
tivals is the colorful flags which precede the par-
ades and herald the start of the evening perform-
ances.

HUNGARIAN

Two men entice the eligible young women of the
village to join in the dance at the village square.
Flying pigtails, swishing skirts and exciting rhy-
thm are representative of the all girls’ Csardas.
Hungarian men used to be recruited for military
service by lieutenants who attended village festi-
vals and demonstrated difficult and intricate dance
steps. The village men would try to duplicate the
steps and thus were lured off to the mliltary.

UKRANIAN

At the Varde Festival, the Russian Kiev Ballet not
only performed classical ballet, but also the very
exciting and breathtaking Ukranian Folk Dance—
The Gopak. The beauty and grace of the women
complement the strength and endurance of the
men.

AUSTRIAN

Flirtatious and gay as an apline breeze are these
dances which capture the friendly, happy spirit
of the Austrian people with whom our group
performed in Germany, Austria, and Belgium,

Garlands of flowers play an important role in
Austrian wedding dances.

SCOTTISH
The Highland Fling has a special meaning to
the male dancers because of the friendships made
with the Scottish lads at the Belgian Festival.

Walter Hogge—Bagpiper.
Grace and beauty with the intricate foot pat-

terns are interwoven to recreate the lyrical Scot-
tish country dance.

POLISH
The peasants make fun of the court manner in
a gay, flirtatious Oberek, the men competing with
challenging “trick” steps.

CACAK

CROATIAN MEDLEY

CRINOGORKA

ITIK ITIK

LA JOTA
MONCADENA

TINIKLING

WESTERN BAND

LINDA GREEN

APPALACHIAN
MOUNTAIN CLOG

KENTUCKY RUNNING
SETS

QUARTET

RON MARRIOTT

POLKA QUADRILLE

EXHIBITION SQUARE
DANCE

YUGOSLAVIAN

The men’s intricate foot patterns set the tem
as the women’s skirts and aprons swish to the
sharp staccato movements of Serbian Cacak.

Croatian people dance as they move in everyday
life. They live close to the earth and their danc-
ing is solid and stocky.

Uneven rhythms with quick, lilting foot move-
ments are typical of Macedonian dance,

PHILIPPINE

Itik Ttik imitates the movements of the duck as
it flaps its wings and scratches the dirt.

With bamboo “castanets” in hand, the Jota comes
to life in a swirl of captivating rhythm

Barefoot and arrayed in pineapple cloth, the danc-
ers try to keep out of the way of the smashing
bamboo poles.

AMERICAN

Linda Green—Fiddle
Toni Fabrizio—Accordion
Dave Mickel—Guitar

J. C. Cook—Banjo

Bruce Butler—CQCaller

Wyomin?' cowgirl, Linda Green, captured the
hearts of both European audiences and festival
musicians with her rendition of “Hot Canary.”

This dance is perhaps a bit outlandish in its ap-
pearance, but it is great fun to perform and re-
quires remarkable endurance.

The famous Kentucky Running Sets is further
proof of our hardy pioneers and their exuberance.

Lending flavor to the songs around the campfire
is our male quartet, singing a medley of old-time
western favorites.

Four-time national baton twirling champion re-
peats the number that made him a favorite of the
European people.

Four couples present a Polka Quadrille which
depicts an early American dance, influenced by
England and France.

Precision, strength, and coordination are all com-
bined to form the exhibition square dance per-
formed by our typical American youth.
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History

Performing at the International Folk Dance Festival in Varde,
Denmark, Brigham Young University internationally recognized folk
dancers scored another “first.” It marked the first time in the history
of the festival that a group from the United States had participated
in the international event.

Commenting on the selection of the B.Y.U. group to represent
the U.S.A., folk dance authority V. F. Beliajus noted:

I decided the only group worthy to represent the United States would
be the B.Y.U. group. Aside from being excellent dancers and wonderful
performers who perform joyously with an effective type of fun which
seems to reach people, they are also a clean-cut group of youths. Being
Mormons, they do not drink or smoke, and such a group would be able
to represent the U.S.A. and to counteract impression which many Euro-
peans seem to have about Americans.

The European tour, which was arranged by Joel Kimball of the
People-to-People Organization and sponsored by the University, not
only represented the school and the nation, but the L.D.S. Church as
well. The dancers made 54 appearances in 44 days in the countries
of Denmark, Germany, Austria, Belgium and Holland. They also
visited France, Italy, and Switzerland.
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