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Come to Christmas Around the World December
3and 4 and ... “CELEBRATE!” Evening
performances begin at 7:30pm and the Saturday
Matinee, 2pm. Join us as we begin our next 50
years of Christmas Around the World. This year
we will premiere an exciting new women’s classical
Indian Bharata Natyam, choreographed by Divya
Narayanan, a new Hungarian Szatmar suite of
Uveges and Botolo by Jeanette Geslison, and
revisit an old clogging number, “Buckin’
Appalachia—the Next Generation,” revised by Ed
Austin, Michael Steele, and Greg Tucker. This
American classic will culminate in a frenzy of
precision clog figures with almost 100 cloggers
from the community directed by Greg and Maria

Tucker.

In addition, Living Legends will light up our stage

in a special guest performance of music and dance

from Mexico and New Zealand.

There will be a reception in the Cougar Room in the Marriott Center directly after the matinee
performance on Saturday, December 4 (at about 3:45pm). We hope you will join us either after

the show or before attending the evening show.

Tickets are on sale now. Prices are $12.00, $15.00, and $25.00. You may order tickets by calling
# the Marriott Center ticket office at 801-422-BYU1 or 1-800-322-BYU1. We look forward to



PAC in Nauvoo

Since 2004, the Missionary Department has
invited BYU performing groups to provide
entertainment each summer in Nauvoo to create
new bonds and outreach opportunities with
communities in the surrounding area. This year

the Performing Arts Company spent two glorious

weeks performing in Nauvoo and in surrounding

areas August 1-14.

The first week of the visit of the International Folk
Dance Ensemble in Nauvoo went very well. The group
had very large audiences of close to 800 people each

night while performing on the Nauvoo outdoor stage.

The dance and music of the Folk Dancers really struck
a chord with audience members who thoroughly
enjoyed the performances, so much so that during one
performance they actually began dancing through the

aisles. The excitement was electrifying.

Emily Bills (L) and Jarelle Fuller (R) spend a fe
moments with a young new friend following the
performance in Carthage, IL.

The early days of Nauvoo would have seen many immigrants from some of the countries that

the Folk Dancers represented both in music and dance. Our early-American songs and fiddle

this historic city.

tunes that you can hear in the show may have been heard in
the celebrations of Nauvoo as well. For these reasons, this

group of musicians and dancers brought a fitting spirit to

Unique to this tour in Nauvoo, Mountain Strings (the live
bluegrass band for the group) also had the opportunity to
add their musical flavor to Nauvoo and the surrounding
communities. They performed on their own several times
including in the Carthage City Center Park as well as at the

Bentensport Pavilion in Fairfield, Iowa.



The weekend ended strongly with a nearly sold out
audience for a full 90-minute show in the Sondheim
Center for the Performing Arts in Fairfield, Iowa. This
was a unique and special performance because many of
the audience members had either ties to the countries
represented in the performance or work with dance

groups who specialize in dances from these countries

Alina Geslison, a member of the ensembile's li

represented. In each case, they were impressed with the band, talks with an audience member following

quality of the show.

performance on the outdoor stage in Nauvoo

Katie Harmon, one of the folk dancers, visited with a
woman who moved to the USA ten years ago from
Bulgaria. Katie reports, “The woman was so
impressed with the group's accent as we sang 'Sto Mi
E Milo I Drago', that she had to check the program to

make sure we were not Bulgarian."

Dancer Katie Harmon teaches audience Justin Kelly, another folk dancer, told of his

member at the Quincy Senior and Family
Resource Center to the dance "Southern Walt;

conversation with a woman who directs the dance

group, Kudrinka, in Moscow, Russia. She said, "We are very proud of what we do in Moscow,

but if you ever come to Moscow, you would do well

performing alongside our group. You would look like

you belong there, and could hold your heads up high."

Sally Boyle takes a momen
to connect with audience
members following an
evening performance.

Ed said, "Nauvoo is a
unique place in Mormon

history that provides a

very special opportunity

for the Latter-day Saint  Joshua Park wows the audience with his jun
aLkX Ada Ay GKS ' 1NF A

performer. The feelings piece of International Folk Dance Enséfe.

and emotions of this
sacred place, added to the
energy of a welcoming audience each night, created the perfect

venue for dynamic and heartfelt performances.”



Susanne Davis Retires

Performing Arts Company
Winter 2011 Performance Schedule



