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THE GATHERING

Live musical accompaniments and special musical numbers are performed by Mountain Strings, our folk music ensemble.

Russia

Dance of the Birch Tree illustrates man’s reverence for the earth, its natural cycles and the passing of the seasons. The awaken-
ing trees symbolize rebirth and the approaching of spring.

Choreography: Delynne Peay

The United States

The Gathering reflects the faith and spirit of our Mormon pioneers. Leaving friends and fortunes, they came from throughout the
world to follow a living prophet and embrace the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. Even foday, the gathering continues.
Choreography: Edwin G. Austin, Jr. and Kathleen Sheffield

Musical Arrangement: Mark Geslison

Carolina Rag is a Charleston dance that will take you back to a time of flappers, fringe and fancy footwork. The Charleston,
developed in African-American communities of South Carolina in the 1920s, was widely popularized by the 1923 hit tune “The
Charleston.” It became one of the most popular American dance crazes of its time.

Choreography: Emilee Wright

Elk Ridge Clog is a precision form of Appalachian clogging — an American free form of step dance with European roots. Inthe
United States, clogging was originally influenced by the dance steps of Native Americans and black slaves. More recently we
have seen the influence from both American tap dance and our French-Canadian neighbors to the north.

Choreography: Jon Gibson

Musical Arrangement: Traditional

Are You Washed, is one of our American Gospel favorites.
Musical Arrangement: Mountain Strings

Romania

Calussarii has been danced each Spring, primarily in southern Romania, for over 2,000 years. Groups of oath-bound men travel
from house to house, leaping over children and those who are sick to bless and cure iliness. The color red wards off the evil eye,
while the sounds of bells and spurs frighten away iele, or evil spirits.

Choreography: Joseph Kroupa, Cristian Florescu

Plaiuri Oltenesti contains two vigorous dances for women from the region of Oltenia: Sarba Pe Loc and Hora si Mereul.
Choreography: Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu

Ukraine

Starovichchyna (Hutsul Dance) from high in the Carpathian mountains, located in the southwestern part of Ukraine, the Hutsul
people’s unigue culture has been preserved over the centuries.

Choreography: Colleen West

Ireland

Ireland’s Best combines some of our favorite choices from our repertoire of Irish choreography: a slip jig and hard shoe from
Keltatak; a soft shoe featuring three couples from Celtic Crossings; the hard shoe from Celtic Crossings.

Choreography: Tina Shelley, Johanna Lambert

Soloists: J. Nate Hansen, Crystal Robinson

Scotland
B Minor is a traditional Scottish tune.
Musical Arrangement: Donnell Leahy

Heilan’ Lassie showcases the traditional steps of Scotland’s highland dance.
Choreography: Kimberlee Couper
Soloist: Kimberlee Couper



CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORILD

Caledonian Salute is composed of two dances: the Scottish Lilt, one of Scotland’s national dances, and Troy’s Wedding, a lively
jig tempa conveying the joyous spirit of Scottish weddings.
Choreography: Reuel Zielke

Hungary

Hungarian Crossroads combines the choreography of Pasztor Botolo, a “herdsman’s dance,” Mezofoldi Uveges, a “Women’s
Bottle Dance,” and Szatmari Tancok, “The Dances of Szatmar.” Together, they display the virtuosity and power of Hungary’s
rich traditional dance.

Choreography: Pasztor Botold, Istvan Zoltan Szabo; Mezofoldi Uveges, Caroline St. Martin; Szatmari Tancok, adapted by
Steve Kotansky from The Hungarian State Folk Ensemble

Adaptations: Edwin G. Austin, Jr., Jeanetie Geslison

Poland

Zapamiétaj Polské, Remembering Poland, highlights the richness of dance deeply rooted in Polish tradition: Polonez, Tance
Lubelski, Mazur, and Krakowiak.

Choreography: Glenn Weber

Adaptations: Delynne Peay

Wales

Dawns y Glocsen is a light-hearted clog dance featuring young lads performing on and around wooden platforms. It was com-
mon to see young men in the local taverns dancing up on tables to produce livelier sounds than could be made from the earthen
floor.

Choreography: Owen H. Robert

Adaptation and Additional Choreography: Edwin G. Austin, Jr.

India

Nadiyaan, a Hindi word for “rivers,” is based on the techniques of two South Indian classical dance styles, Bharata Natyam and
Kuchipudi. Dance scholars, (Pattabhi Raman, and Leela Venkatraman), compared “tradition” to a river, a continuum that is not
static, but in constant motion; fluid, without abrupt change. Expanding this image, rivers continually leave behind old things while
picking up new things along the way. Both ideas are reflected in the movement of the dancers.

Choreography: Sandra Chatterjee and Shyamala Moorty

Bhangra is a lively dance originating from the region of Punjab, now divided between North India and Pakistan. It has developed
from a variety of popular music while rooted in the region’s traditions and has a strong youth following worldwide.
Choreography: Shyamala Moorty

The Middle East

Women of the Qasgai portrays the dance movements and steps of Shiraz, a southwestern region of Iran. They represent a
nomadic tribe—women layering their clothing in a gypsy style for modesty.

Choreography: Delynne Peay

Slovak Republic

Licnica, Forever Young, best describes this suite of dances from Slovakia: Verbunk, Syracovy, Karicka, and Polka. It also is the
name of the Slovak National Folklore Ballet, our friends in Bratislava.

Choreography: Ervin Varga

Ukraine
Ukraine, My Ukraine is a montage of traditional Ukrainian folk songs restructured in a modern style.
Musical Arrangement: Nate Olson

Hopak, the national dance of Ukraine, was historically performed by men during the famous Cossack period. Today the tradition
includes beautiful young women who add their lyrical beauty to the spirit of this Ukrainian hallmark. Our version begins with the
traditional ceremony of Bread and Salt.

Choreography: Edwin G. Austin, Jr ., Colleen West
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We wish to thank all who have generously contributed in supporting our program by
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