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A 
 hero lives in Hampton Township! 
At age 17, Harry VanRiper was 
drafted into the United States 

Army. He had just graduated high school in 
1968, and earlier that same year the Tet 

Offensive of the Vietnam War began, dur-
ing which both the United States and 
South Vietnamese militaries sustained 
heavy losses, both in human life and mo-
rale. The Tet Offensive was a major escala-

tion of the war. It was also the largest mili-
tary campaign of the war.  
VanRiper entered the draft self-admittedly 
unafraid and quickly became squad leader. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Laina, Mary and Andrew Piccolino; Colvin, Ryan and Charlotte Cooley; Marla Piccolino; Vincent and Captain Matt Marcenelle, 
USMC; Harry VanRiper; and Commander Lindsay Marcenelle, USCG Retired 

A Duck Destination 
by Julie Mikus 

  

 Things are ducky in Hampton Township! 
Allison Park neighbors Janet McCall and Joe 
Lee own several acres of property near Crouse 
Run, providing them a bird’s eye view of wild-
life in their backyards.  
 “We’ve been observing mallards since 
2012,” explained Mr. Lee, who owns two acres 
with Crouse Run stream flowing at the edge of 
his property. The stream runs downstream 
into Crouse Run Preserve, which supports large 
varieties of wildlife, including mallard ducks.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Daughter of  Holocaust 
Survivor Publishes Her  
Father’s Story 

by Mary-Theresa Watson 
 

 After numerous pandemic-related 

delays, Hampton resident and first-time 

author Lee Kikel now has a full schedule of 

speaking engagements where she shares 

the true story of her father’s journey from 

his childhood in Poland to his final home 

here in Hampton. Perseverance: One Holo-

caust Survivor’s Journey from Poland to 
(Continued on page 13) 

NEW WEBSITE & EMAIL 
 

www.thehamptonnews.com 
info@thehamptonnews.com 

by Julie Mikus 

mailto:hriper@msn.com
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A NOTE FROM THE HAMPTON NEWS  
  

We are excited to share the new website 
www.thehamptonnews.com and email  
info@thehamptonnews.com 

 
The Hampton News continues to strive to bring you in-
formative and interesting stories. We welcome feedback, 
ideas and submissions.  We’re happy to hear from you and 
want to help to keep the neighbors connected!  The dead-
line for submissions are on the 15th of each month.   
     Please support the advertisers this month since they 
help to provide this publication and remember to SUPPORT 
LOCAL! 
 

Production and Design: Laurie and John Rizzo    
Writers: Julie Mikus, Jackie Smith and Jenn Edmonds 
 
 

P.O. Box 243  Wildwood, PA  15091  
412-818-6491    

info@thehamptonnews.com 
www.thehamptonnews.com 

 The Hampton Township Police Department (HTPD) is ded-
icated to enhancing the quality of life of our residents and 
guests by providing the very best in law enforcement services. 
The 22 officers and two civilian clerks take pride in serving the 
community in a professional and proactive manner.  Thank 
you to the staff for helping to keep our community safe. 
 

A summary of noteworthy incidents that occurred are listed 
below. These incident statistics included, but WERE NOT LIM-
ITED TO, the following between the dates of 7/9/2022—
7/23/2022: 
 

Periodic Single-Lane Closure on Part of Duncan Avenue  
 

 Allegheny County Public Works Department announced 
that there will be a periodic single-lane closure on Duncan 
Avenue near Bryant Road in Hampton Township through De-
cember 2022. The closure is required for the rehabilitation of 
Stillhouse Run Bridge No. 1 as well as the replacement of a 
sanitary sewer line, and installation of a rock embankment, 
drainage pipe, and guide rail. 
 Traffic will be maintained in both directions using flag-
gers.  Drivers should expect to experience short stoppages in 
the area.  
 

Traffic Complaint/Drug Arrest 
 

 On 07/13/2022 at 3:50 p.m., HTP were dispatched to as-
sist Shaler Township Police with an erratic driver complaint 
that originated between Spencer Lane Extension and Butler 
Plank Road heading north on Route 8.  The complainant stated 
to dispatchers that the driver of a white car/SUV with right 
side damage was driving very erratically, swerving, and tail-
gating other cars.  The complainant stated that they pulled 
over at the Get-Go and as the actor passed, they flipped her 
off.  The complainant provided a registration plate for the ve-

(Continued on page 5) 

Police Log 

 

Stock Up For Fall! 
 

10% OFF  
Jonathan Green  

Black Beauty Grass Seed 

September 1-30, 2022 
with coupon 

 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8-6 pm 

Sunday 9-5 pm 
New!
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412.486.4090     724.444.8826 
www.simonicplumbing.com 

P L U M B I N G   L L C  
    RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

 • Gas Sewer & Water Lines  Water Heaters 

• Camera Sewer Inspection and Line Location 

• Electric Eel & Hydrojet Sewer Cleaning 

• Backflow Preventers  Faucets  Fixtures  

• Dye Tests  Storm Drains  Frozen pipes thawed 

 

 H.A. English and Associates, P.C. 
Attorneys at Law 

(412) 486-1923             
www.halenglish.com 

Wills, Estate Administration, Probate, 
Elder Law– Nursing Home &  
Medicaid Planning,  
Power of  Attorney, Living Trusts 

 Unfortunately, mallards are experi-
encing a 36% decline in population. Joe 
and wife Gerry host birding events on 
their back deck, collecting funds for local 
wildlife conservation. “We bring about 
twenty-five people together to observe 
and talk about birds!” Joe exclaimed.  

 Joe’s neighbor, Janet McCall, is also a 
self declared conservationist, with a pas-
sion to advocate for Crouse Run and its 

wildlife.  In early spring, she spotted a 
female mallard she named “Solar,” after 
the small solar device on the back of the 
duck. Neighbors Joe and Gerry helped 
with the observations. They hoped she 
would build a nest. 

      Solar’s device is called a ‘Global Sys-
tem for Mobile Communication Trans-
mitter (GSM), which downloads data for 
biologists.  Scientists use this data to de-
termine if ducks are feeding, flying, 

nesting or resting. They use the data to 
examine the rapid decline of mallard 
ducks in southeast America. The research 
is the first  of its kind and extends into 
eastern Canada. Solar is part of the study, 
conducted by the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation.  
      Solar was separated from her duck-
lings, who hatched on the property of 
Clean Express Auto Wash on Route 8. The 
ducklings did not follow their mother to 
Crouse Run, and that’s when Luke Scher-
er, a wildlife technician with Wildlife Fu-
tures, stepped in to help. 
     Manager Kurt Delune from Clean Ex-
press Auto Wash remembers Luke looking 
for the  nest.  The wildlife technician was 
working with the New York biologists to 
determine Solar’s route. 
 “We knew of a duck nest on the car 
wash property and the wildlife technician 
asked us to not disturb the nest,” said 
Delune. A week later, the ducklings 
hatched and made their way into a car 
wash bay that was undergoing mechani-
cal renovations. Some of the ducklings fell 
into grates under a track apparatus. “We 
spent the entire morning chasing duck-
lings! The mother duck (Solar) was incred-
ibly concerned. She flew into the bay door 
and we thought she died. However, she 
flew away moments later,” the manager 

Ducks  (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 11) 

This is the route that Solar followed 
from Hampton Township back to New 
York where she was caught last winter. 

 

Solar with the tracking device 

 

http://pittsburgh.bbb.org/article/9704
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3101 McCully Road Allison Park, PA     
412-684-1098   
hamptoncommunitylibrary.org 

Library News 
              

 

C Bear Produce in Business for over 20 Years 
  

Our mission is to deliver the highest quality 
product available to our customers 
 At the fairest possible price. 

Where they want it delivered. 
When they want it.  
Only the quantity needed. 

We go to the market everyday to hand pick the freshest 
fruits and vegetables. We can fit into anyone’s schedule.  

Dave Moore 
Proprietor  

www.cbearproduce.com  412.795.8883 

 

 

 

 

Professional  
Seamstress 

Beverly Feris 

 412-680-0905 

The Hampton Community Library is excited to announce new hours 
for Saturday!   Please visit us during the following times: 
Monday, Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 a.m. -7:30 p.m.  
Saturday – 9:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m.  Sunday – Closed. 
 

Please note: The Library will be closed Saturday, September 3rd 
through Monday, September 5th for Labor Day!  Enjoy your holiday 
weekend! 
 

It’s a Wonder-filled Morning! Drop-in Storytime!  
Join us as we fill our mornings with stories, songs and crafts de-
signed to celebrate discovery as we interact with our environment.  
All ages and abilities welcome! Come early and stay for all the ac-
tivities or come later and stay for a few; you decide! 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays Starting Sept. 13th and 15th  
from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.*  
 

10 a.m.- “Stories & Songs”, 10:20 a.m.- “Investigate and Create”  
10:45 a.m.- “Stories and Songs”, 11:15 a.m.- “Parachute Play”  
11:45 a.m.- “Stories and Songs”, 12:00 p.m.- “Stay and Play.”   
*times are subject to go longer or shorter 
 

Friends and N’at!  
2nd Wednesday of the month—11:15 a.m. 
September 14th - Getting to Know You  
This 30-45-minute neurodivergent program is designed to bring 
everyone of all abilities together to interact, investigate, create and 
most of all make friends at the library! No registration required! 
 

Card Club!  Wednesdays, from 1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Join us Wednesday afternoons for a game of 500 Bid or something 
new! Come out and show your skill, teach someone a new game or 
just enjoy some time out with friends new and old! 
 

Local Book Club Trivia Bonanza! 
Thursday, September 15th 6:30 p.m. 
Your favorite local libraries are teaming up for a fun evening of 
celebrating our local neighborhood book clubs! All trivia is based 
on popular reads, celebrity book clubs, book to film etc.!  BYOB and 
snacks! $10 pp, teams of 8 or less.  Register at tinyurl.com/
northbookclubbonanza.  All proceeds benefit the Hampton, N. Tier 
and Shaler Libraries!   
 

Murder by the Book!  A Mystery Book Discussion  
Wednesday, Sept. 21st - 6:30 p.m.   
The Survivors, by Jane Harper. 
The Mystery Book Group meets at the Rotary Pavilion in the 
summer. (this is the pavilion closest to the police station/
municipal building/soccer fields). 
Please call the library to request a copy of the book. Every-
one who is interested in great reads is invited to join us!   
 

Betty’s Book Buzz Discussion Group.  
Friday, Sept. 16th @ 1:00 p.m.   
Death on the Nile, by Agatha Christie.  
Betty’s Book Group meets in the library.  Please call the li-
brary to request a copy of the book.  Everyone who is inter-
ested in great conversations and good reads is invited to join 
us! 
 

Cooks-N-Books: “Fall” for Autumn Dishes!  
Thursday, September 22nd, 6:30 p.m. -8:00 p.m.  
Cooks-n-Books is a cookbook and food discussion group for 
people who love to cook and make new friends!  No real ex-
perience or culinary expertise is needed- just a desire to 
share recipes and food!!    
We meet in Great Room A in the Hampton Community Cen-
ter.  Here’s what to do… 
1) Check out a cookbook  
2) Cook that dish and bring it to the group the evening of the 
discussion. Please bring a copy of the recipe as well.  
3) Sample all of the amazing recipes!  
Please note there will be a $2.00 fee to cover the cost of sup-
plies. 
 

. 

. 

Affordable Residential Electrical Services 
 

• Indoor/outdoor lighting and power  installation 

• Panel installation and wiring 

• Full service from utility 
        

No job too small! 
John D. Rizzo 
724.920.2729 

https://cbearproduce.com/
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hicle in question. The responding officer was able to intercept 
the vehicle and observed multiple traffic violations.  The vehi-
cle's registration plate was discovered to be suspended.  The 
officer initiated a traffic stop on Route 8. The driver was 
found to have an active arrest warrant and was found to be 
in possession of a suspected illegal substance.  
 

Fire 
 

 On 7/09/2022 at 10:28 p.m., HTP were dispatched to the 
Wildwood Golf Club for a dryer that was on fire. Upon arrival, 
officers contacted individuals on scene who informed them 
that one of the dryers had caught on fire while it was drying 
towels. The persons on scene put out the fire and called 911. 
Hampton fire units arrived on scene and made sure that the 
dryer was safe.  
 

Fraud 
 

 On 07/14/2022 at 11:43 a.m., HTP took a report from a 
resident regarding a possible fraud-related phone call that 
they received from someone claiming to be with US Customs 
and Border Patrol. The resident reported that they received a 
phone call from a female who called herself "Yolanda Cho-
aces." "Yolanda" advised that she worked for the US Customs 
and Border Patrol, and that a package destined for the resi-
dent's home had been intercepted. "Yolanda" stated that the 
package contained illegal narcotics and fake ID's. The resident 
was aware that this was a scam phone call and did not pro-
vide any sensitive information. They wanted to make local 
law enforcement aware of this scam.  
 

 On 07/19/2022 at 1:00 p.m., HTP received a phone call 
from a resident regarding a suspicious series of phone calls  
they had received. The reporting party advised that they 
received 3 calls from someone claiming to be with "Good 
Housekeeping." The caller requested that the resident pur-
chase a money order from CVS. They were advised to write 
the money order out to "Vanilla Gift Card." The unknown 
actor advised the resident that they would then deliver 
$500,000.00 directly to the resident's house. The resident 
was aware that this was likely a scam and did not provide 
any sensitive information or money orders. The resident 
wanted police to be aware of this scam.  
 

Unemployment Fraud 
 

 Multiple Hampton Township residents have notified 
the HTPD of attempted unemployment fraud.  The resi-
dents have reported that their employer notified them of 
an attempted unemployment claim in their name.   Resi-
dents are advised to monitor their credit and to report 
fraudulent claims to the Pennsylvania Department of Labor 
and Industry.  
 

Hazardous Conditions 
 

 On 7/23/2022, HTP responded to multiple locations 
throughout the township for hazardous conditions that 
were caused by inclement weather.  These conditions in-
cluded many fallen trees on multiple roadways, as well as 
powerlines that were taken down because of the storm.      
                                                                                                       end 

Police Log                                                            (Continued from page 2) 

 
 

Persevering 
through life’s  
adversity and 
afflictions through 
the Spiritual Life in 
Jesus Christ. 

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

If you are affected by mental  
addictions and distractions only the  
holy spirit can eliminate your desire;  
renew your thinking and recharge your 
life. Testimony by Steve Dzvonick. 
 

Available for speaking events and 
church functions.  Please email me at 
sdzvonick@comcast.net 
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ATTENTION 
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS 

 

Is your email address pro-
moting your business? 

We are located in Shaler Township.  
We have been in  

business since 2002, and have built 
well over 100 websites for the 

small business owners in the area.   
Contact us for a FREE consultation 
on how your business can benefit 

by owning a website. 

 
 

412-996-8455 
 

www.hollyridgewebdesign.com  

He was a “Bobcat,” a nickname assigned to the 5th Infantry 
Regiment of the United States Army that traces its origins to 
1808. Harry explained, “The Bobcats are known for being fast 
and agile. I was not afraid because I had a very strong 
faith.  When I was a young man, a Pastor encouraged me and 
built my understanding that God had a special plan for my 
life.” His Christian faith would carry him through tragedy and 
propel him forward in a lifelong mission of service. 
     From August  through September 1968, VanRiper’s infantry 
division displayed extraordinary heroism in combat operations 
against Vietnam, who had a numerically superior enemy force. 
The battle revealed highly specialized ambush missions and 
counteroffensive actions against a heavily armed enemy.  
     For VanRiper, the battle caused life threatening injuries for 
which he was awarded the Purple Heart, an honor reserved for 
service members wounded or killed as a result of enemy action 
while serving in the military. Most recently, he received the 
Presidential Unit Citation Award (Army).  The distinction of 
these awards represent the great sacrifice of the military while 
in line of duty.  
     The Tet Offensive changed the trajectory of Harry’s life 
when a devastating explosion would nearly take his life, ending 
his time in the military with an eight month stay in the hospi-
tal.  
     After hours of harsh battle, VanRiper and his fellow Bobcats 
took a brief break near a rubber plantation when a rocket pro-
pelled grenade (RPG) struck his armored personnel carrier. 
“There were RPGs flying everywhere,” he said. VanRiper fell to 
the ground face first, grabbing his shoulder. “My left arm was 
blown off and my left leg was severely injured. My lung col-
lapsed. I remember everything!” His eyes were blistered over 
from the blast. After gaining his faculties, his first thought was, 
“If I don’t get out of here, nobody will know I’m alive.” He was 
quickly bleeding out and was then rescued by an inexperienced 
medic, who also captured photographs of the events.  

Hampton Hero (Continued from page 1) 

     Harry’s platoon leader aggressively demanded the chopper 
land down to rescue VanRiper, despite heavy enemy fire. “I do 
remember the chopper flight and being put on the operating 
table.” The surgeon said to VanRiper, “You know you lost your 
arm.” The Bobcat answered, “Yes, I know.” The grave day in his-
tory would wound 42 and claim the lives of nine soldiers. 
     VanRiper spent the next eight days in a coma at a field hospi-
tal, lying unconscious and still close to enemy fire. In fact, a huge 

rocket blast hit close to his 
hospital, jolting him awake. 
He remembers sitting straight 
up. “God’s alarm clock woke 
me up! I was out but the ex-
plosions woke me up! Just 
days before, they sent my 
mother a telegraph that told 
her my situation was life 
threatening and I would nev-
er walk again. The doctors 
didn’t think I would make it,” 
said VanRiper.  
     Months later, when Van-
Riper left the service, a physi-
cian reviewed his medical 
records. Astonished, he told 
the young man, “You should 
not be here. You only had a 
15% chance of living. It could 
only be a will to live that you 

(Continued on page 7) 
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survived.” VanRiper reacted to the doc-
tor’s dismay by pointing to the sky. “I 
pointed directly up to God. God brought 
me through this. He woke me up with 
that explosion! He gave me the will to 
survive. God had other things planned for 
me,” VanRiper tearfully offered. 
     The young man, only 18 years old, 
would not only survive, but go on to 
achieve great things in his life. Many vet-
erans like VanRiper do not abandon lives 
of service when discharged. They are in-
spired to become active in their commu-
nities and dedicate themselves to lifelong 
service. 

     Years later, looking back at the acci-
dent VanRiper said, “The injury made me 
a stronger man. I learned to figure things 
out without my left arm. I was often done 

with tasks before people with two arms, 
because I learned to figure things out 
quickly!”  
     His wife, Susan Mihalo VanRiper, said, 
“My husband never asks for help. He 
mows the grass and changes brakes on 
cars with one arm. We have been married 
35 years,  and I have learned to wait for 
Harry to ask for help. My husband is self-
sufficient.” Reflecting on her husband’s 
injuries and time in the military, Susan 
added, “I know the history of my hus-
band’s life. God wasn’t done with my hus-
band the day he almost died.”  
     The Bobcat was not a stranger to life 
hardships, which ultimately made him the 

man he is today. “I was sent to a board-
ing home because my Dad left and my 
mom could not afford to feed me and 
my sister. We were served cereal three 
times a day.” Later in his childhood, he 
would be exposed to an abusive, alco-
holic stepfather. “After what I went 
through in my childhood, Vietnam 
would be just another bump in the road 
for me,” VanRiper added. 
     Harry is one of the rare people who, 
when faced with adversity, becomes 
stronger. His sense of empathy and 
resiliency were shaped at an early age. 
Faith became a constant in this man’s 
life.  
     He worked as a Professor at Commu-
nity College of Allegheny County, teach-
ing science and mathematics and also 
as a Chaplain for the American Legion, 
Post 548, located in Richland. With 
tears in his eyes, VanRiper offered, “I 
love this country. I love the United 
States Veterans. I love being there for 
families.” Harry still serves in the role of 
Chaplain today. 
     VanRiper would spend time teaching 
at the Veterans’ Administration Heinz 

Campus Recovery Program. An innate 
sense of empathy and compassion made 
him a perfect fit to serve those facing 
life’s adversities. “I taught for five years at 

the recovery program. 
I love all vets,” VanRip-
er said. Twenty per-
cent of United States 
veterans return from 
war suffering a lifelong 
battle of post trau-
matic stress disorder 
and substance abuse.  
     The Pittsburgh 
Steelers recognized 
VanRiper in 2021 at 
Heinz Field, with fans 

cheering loudly while the Vietnam veter-
an lit up the Jumbotron with his huge 
smile. “I was totally overwhelmed!” The 
Purple Heart combat veteran was also 
selected as “Chaplin of the Year” in 2018 
for the Pennsylvania American Legion, the 
nation’s largest wartime veterans service 
organization, which advocates patriotism 
through its diverse programs. 
     On Memorial Day this year, VanRiper 
received The Presidential Unit Citation for 
the bravery displayed in 1968. It is the 
highest honor a unit can receive in the 
United States military. As part of an exec-
utive order made in 1942, the citation is 
conferred to units of the armed forces of 

the United States who display extraordi-
nary heroism while in action against an 
armed enemy. Criteria includes acts of 
gallantry and determination. It is reserved 
for units whose actions set them apart 
from other units participating in the same 
military campaign. 
     “52 years after the act I received my 
Presidential Unit Award!” exclaimed Van-
Riper. “It felt good but also sad, as I lost 
many brothers,” the veteran added. He 
went on to explain how he doesn’t want 
people who meet him and other veterans 
to say, “Thank you for your service.” Ra-
ther than express gratitude, VanRiper 
instructed, “Ask us for our story. Sharing 
our story is the most important to 
us.  Listening to us is the greatest gift.” He 
went on to explain that stories capture 
memories and give veterans an oppor-
tunity to shed light on their most im-
portant roles serving America.  
     In addition to all of his life’s roles,  
VanRiper also participates in Honor 
Guard, which renders military honors to 
military personnel and their families dur-
ing funeral services. Weeping, VanRiper 
said, “I just want to be there for the fami-
lies.”  

Hampton Hero  (Continued from page 6) 

VanRiper in Vietnam during the war 
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5K Run or Walk for Free Care 
ST. BARNABAS CHARITIES FREE CARE   

 

 St. Barnabas Charities hosted the 31st annual Free Care 5K on 
Saturday, August 6, 2022 presented by Paracca Interiors Flooring 
America. The race was held at the St. Barnabas Gibsonia campus on 
Meridian Road.  
 Top honors go to first place finisher Lance Nicholls, of Pittsburgh, 
crossing the finish line with a time of 15:41. Overall female winner was 
Michelle Murray, of Greenlawn, NY with a time of 17:49.  
 

Followed by: 
Male 2nd Place: Eli Anish, Pittsburgh, PA 15:54 
Female 2nd Place: Harley Kletz, Pittsburgh, PA 18:42 
Male 3rd Place: Julian Paul, Pittsburgh, PA 16:22 
Female 3rd Place: Lauren Finikiotis, Gibsonia, PA 18:59 
Master Category: Eric Shaffer, 18:25 and Amy Brown, 20:04 
Grand Master: Eric Anish 17:23 and Debbie Deddo, 25:39 
First place Team: Bananas Mutations with a total time of 55:33 
Second place Team: Beer Endurance Training with a time of 59:28 
Third place, hailing from Succasunna NJ, Team Mocha Fan Club with a 
time of 1:39.  
 

To view full results from the 31st annual St. Barnabas Free Care 5K, 
visit www.RunHigh.com.  Photography by Alexis Amor Photo. 
Competitive and amateur runners, joggers, walkers, teams, stroller 
pushers and wheelchair racers of all ages enjoyed a rolling 3.1 mile out 
and back course. Cash prizes and medals were awarded during a post-

race party that also featured raffle prizes and food em-
ceed by Pittsburgh Pirate’s in-game host, Joe Klimchak. 
     Proceeds benefited the St. Barnabas Free Care Fund, 
which provides more than $6 million in care to residents 
and patients that cannot afford their care. To learn more, 
visit FreeCare5K.com, call 724-625-3770 or to donate to 
the Free Care Fund, TEXT the word GIVE to 41444. Save 
the date for the next Free Care K on Saturday, August 5, 
2023.  

2022-2023 Hampton Talbot Football Schedule 
 

Friday, August 26 vs. Knoch HS (Hampton Win 48-0) 
 Recap: First quarter, #9 Joey Mayer pass complete to #5 
Benny Haselrig for 35 yards for a touchdown Talbots! Junior 
#30 Luke Fiscus kicked for the extra point. Then, Mayer ran 5 
yards for a touchdown and Fiscus scored the extra point for 
a score 14-0.   
 In the second quarter, Mayer threw two more touch-
downs to #3 Eric Weeks and again Fiscus kicked the extra 
points making it 28-0 Talbots. The third quarter, Weeks ran 
31 yards for a touchdown and Fiscus scored the extra point 
for the Talbots making it 35-0. Mayer completed another 
pass to Haselrig for 70 yard touchdown, but Fiscus missed 
the extra point making it 41-0. In the fourth quarter, #28 
Evan McAneny ran 28 yards for the final Talbot touchdown 
and Brock Borgo scored the extra point for a final score of 48
-0 Talbots! 
 

Friday, September 2 vs. Shaler Area HS (Away) 
Friday, September 9 vs. Central Valley HS (HOME) 
Friday, September 16 vs. Kiski Area HS (Away) 
Friday, September 23 vs. Armstrong (HOME) 
Friday, September 30 vs. Connellsville (Away) 
Friday, October 7 vs. North Catholic HS (Away) 
Friday, October 14 vs. Indiana (HOME) 
Friday, October 21 vs. Mars (Away) 
Friday, October 28 vs. Highlands (HOME) 

Left: Male first place finisher Lance Nicholls 
Right: Female first place finisher  Michelle Murray 

 

412-860-9729 

• Please bring your own basketball & water 
• Visit our website for Academy dates  
       (Sept. thru May) & for more information! 

 

www.4seasonshoops.weebly.com 

https://www.facebook.com/ParaccaInteriors/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9Azdbwu6Bg2k0Jp-sy_2wxouSPgGOwv1jSoCTiq9iT2Hu8P_TjEm9M-wIFgWCoz5LR_KEnkqWAZS5wjX9fNJ-jcIAnGaIEd8loNXVxZ9kObTNWMJO4w4kQKkZ2_jkz2W2_4tIwR759J4EC5_DMz-CSLnDSsgYJedMSA9S0891K09Sa5G59jiyv5aZMf5CmoW2ultfR
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.RunHigh.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR33-5zW_isk0biD5q0l8axr42zjO3tEWYaBEk5Nr3O3VL4gdTaiUKjTtEM&h=AT3UgpSOei2vTbwCtX1sFOIlGblk7JcMlQTs9ldjgaQ3owjKTsk2z5711UrLdz7tC5h2MyD86dfBNg3-MOv_1cQqc1IHJzMlss-vV3f-eKq-5UYB0WEy4HVky
https://www.facebook.com/alexisamorphotos?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9Azdbwu6Bg2k0Jp-sy_2wxouSPgGOwv1jSoCTiq9iT2Hu8P_TjEm9M-wIFgWCoz5LR_KEnkqWAZS5wjX9fNJ-jcIAnGaIEd8loNXVxZ9kObTNWMJO4w4kQKkZ2_jkz2W2_4tIwR759J4EC5_DMz-CSLnDSsgYJedMSA9S0891K09Sa5G59jiyv5aZMf5CmoW2ultfRR
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Hampton  
Touchdown Club 

 

Invites you to the 4th  
Annual Funny Fundraiser 

 
When: Saturday, September 10 
Where: 5149 North Pioneer 
Road Gibsonia, PA 15044 
Doors Open at 6 p.m.  
Showtime 7:30 p.m. 
$35 Donations includes: din-
ner, beer and soft drinks, 
BYOB & Mixers, Guests 21 
and over.  
 
For tickets contact Kim Hult-
gren 412-495-4419  Kerri Ja-
cob 412-512-9456 
Or any football coach or foot-
ball player 
Tickets online:  
slapsticksproductions.com 
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HTPD Host Active Shooter Training 
by Jackie Smith      

 

      Active shootings are defined as a shooting in which an indi-
vidual is killing or attempting to kill people in a confined, popu-
lous area using a firearm, and usually with no specific target.  
Between 2018 and 2021, the United States has over 300 ac-
tive shooter incidents, with 900 fatalities and over 1800 
wounded.  
      Hampton Township’s Police Department hosted its an-
nual week long active shooter training at Wyland Elementary 
School with over 170 officers from numerous police depart-
ments in the North Hills including Ross, Franklin Park, Fox 
Chapel, Millvale, Sharpsburg, and Ohio Township.   
     The Northern Region Special Response Team (SRT) which 
is comprised of 19 different agencies including Tactical Emer-
gency Medics (TEMS), snipers, negotiators, etc., provided 
instruction for advanced training.  According to Sergeant Rob 
Kirsopp, Hampton Police Department, “You cannot underes-
timate the importance of everyone training together.  We 
have continuous trainings; it’s not a one-time thing, and the 

integration is key.”  Kirsopp said, “When I joined the force back 
in 1998, we didn’t hear about active shooters - not until Colum-
bine in 1999.  In the beginning, police officers were there to 
secure the scene, and we would call in SWAT to handle the 
event.”   

     Today, these teams are all trained together and are respond-
ing together.  Sergeant Kirsopp believes, “Having an incident 
commander to quarterback the situation, having that lead-
ership for the team right from the beginning is critical to the 
outcome of these types of situations.  This training allows 
for leadership at all levels depending on the first officers 
responding.” 
     The Hampton Police Department wants to assure the 
community that they are getting as much training as they 
can and doing everything possible to keep our North Hills 
communities safe!   

 
 

Our Website and Email has changed: 
 

www.thehamptonnews.com 
info@thehamptonnews.com 

  

Bring this ad in to receive $20.00 off your next repair 
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exclaimed. Finally, the staff corralled the ducklings in a laundry 
basket. The ducklings were safely rescued and transported to a 
local wildlife refuge and later released. Two days later, Solar re-
turned to Crouse Run. She appeared stunned and disoriented. 
 McCall and Lee stay in contact with the organizations to fol-
low the success of Solar the female duck. The neighbors along 
Crouse Run share a passion for wildlife conservation and advoca-
cy, and hope other Hampton residents will be inspired by the 
importance of nature and wildlife in Allison Park. 
 “Nature takes me away from the nonsense of the world. Un-
fortunately, this is not the world I grew up in, so observing wild-
life takes my focus off of the troubles and relaxes me.” Joe and 
wife Gerry have been observing the mallards since 2012.  
     For Janet, observing nature is an opportunity to learn. “I’m 
fascinated by what wildlife notices.” she said. McCall enjoys cross 
country skiing on her eight acres during winter months and medi-
tates every morning on her deck, immersed in the sounds of na-
ture. “It helps me to appreciate the interconnectedness of the 
world,” she said. 
     On Aug 16, 2022 Josh Stiller, a Game Bird Biologist with the 
New York mallard study shared satellite images with the two 
Hampton neighbors, revealing that Solar returned to Lake Erie in 
New York State, where she initially entered the study.  
     To learn more about the New York Mallard study, visit 
www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/atlantic-flyway-mallard-
study. To learn about the Wildlife Futures Program - Southwest 
Region, visit www.vet.upenn.edu/wildlife-futures.  

Ducks  (Continued from page 3) 

http://www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/atlantic-flyway-mallard-study
http://www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/atlantic-flyway-mallard-study
http://www.vet.upenn.edu/wildlife-futures
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• Convenient office hours 

• Comprehensive eye exams 

• Great selection of stylish frames 

• Competitive contact lens pricing 

• Most vision plans accepted  

 
 
 

 
 

 

4960 Route 8 
Next to Panera Bread 

 

30% OFF 
Complete pair 

of glasses 
Not valid with insurance benefits 

Exp. 9/30/2021 

 
 

www.bosakoptical.com 
724-443-5060 

 

Happy Labor Day 

  

 

Seniors For Safe Driving Course 
State Representative Lori Mizgorski is sponsor-
ing a Seniors for Safe Driving Course on Thurs-
day, September 8th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Richland Conference Room at Northern Tier 
Library, 4015 Dickey Road Gibsonia, PA.   

Seniors For Safe Driving is a PennDOT approved program that offers mature driv-
er improvement courses.  The courses are for drivers 55 years of age or older, 
and the fee is $16.00 payable to Seniors for Safe Driving.  Participants who com-
plete the course, will receive a minimum five percent discount on their auto in-
surance as required by state law. Refresher courses are required every three 
years after the initial course.  No exam will be given, and the course is classroom 
instruction only.  To register, call 1-800-559-4880 or go online to 
www.SeniorsForSafeDriving.com 
Senior Expo 
Representative Lori Mizgorski is pleased to host a Senior Expo on Friday, Septem-
ber 23rd from 10 a.m. to Noon at Hampton Community Center, 3101 McCully 
Road, Allison Park. The Senior Expo will feature a large variety of informational 
booths geared toward senior citizens and their families and caregivers.  Exhibi-
tors will range from state and federal agencies to local non-profit organizations 
that provide services which promote the health, safety, and welfare of senior 
citizens.   
 

Flu shots will be available to attendees who present their health insurance card.  
Free health screenings will also be offered.  
Pittsburgh Regional Transit representatives will be onsite to submit senior appli-
cations for the Senior Transit ConnectCard. Light refreshments will be served. For 
more information, please call the district office at 412-487-6605.  School is back in session! 

http://www.seniorsforsafedriving.com/
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America is the tale of Melvin Goldman’s inexplicable sur-

vival, a frightening journey recounted in his own words as 

transcribed from audiotapes he recorded in the late 1970s. 

With truth and authenticity, Melvin tells how his childhood 

was stolen by the Third Reich as his family and friends 

were forced into a Jewish ghetto and ultimately con-

demned to Auschwitz.  

 After a miraculous survival, Melvin immigrated to 

Pittsburgh, where he became a well-respected jeweler in 

Squirrel Hill. Over the years, he was often seen speaking 

into a tape recorder during free moments, working inde-

pendently to document his story. Lee knew about the tapes, but 

it wasn’t until 2015—nearly 20 years after Melvin’s death—that 

she pulled them out of storage. Wrestling with the flood of 

emotions that came with hearing his voice again, Lee clearly 

understood why he had taken such care to document his story. 

In his recording, Melvin shared his hope for his story to be made 

into a book, so Lee took her cue and got to work. 

     John and Jason Kikel, Lee’s husband and son, joined her as 

she took on the arduous task, blending Melvin’s words with her 

own. Divided into two sections and punctuated by a treasure 

trove of photos, the book’s dual-person storytelling adds layers 

of perspective to the unimaginable losses borne by so many. 

     Lee was recently approached by Pittsburgh’s Prime Stage 

Theatre about adapting the book into a play for the enGAGE 

program (Genocide Awareness Global Education). Details are 

Holocaust  (Continued from page 1) 

Check out the new website and give us your feedback!  

www.thehamptonnews.com 
 

Please note our new email address: 

info@thehamptonnews.com 
 

being finalized for performances in April 2023.         

Available to purchase directly from Lee at www.leekikel.com, Perse-

verance also can be found on the shelves of local independent 

bookstores, in museum shops, and at Amazon.com. For more of this 

incredible story, please visit www.leekikel.com. 

Look 
Here! 

 

 

Jason, Lee, and John Kikel share their family’s history, 
from pre-WWII to the present.  
 

 

http://www.leekikel.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0578457520/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
http://www.leekikel.com


 

  www.thehamptonnews.com      14 

 

 

Current Events 

Hartwood Summer Concert Series 
 

September 4th Allegheny County Music Festival Jam Fest:  

5:30-6:20 theCAUSE 

6:40-7:40 Dogs in a Pile 

8:00-10:00 Pink Talking Fish 

$20 per vehicle requested donation benefits the  

Allegheny County Department of Human Services 

 

HAEE 5K Fundraiser 
 

     Hampton Alliance for Educational Excellence (HAEE) is 
proud to announce the 30th 5K Race on  Sat., October 15, 2022 
at 9 a.m. in the Hampton Community Park.      
     This year, the celebration is the 30th anniver-
sary with a “$30 for 30” campaign. Representa-
tives from the campaign are requesting that 
residents donate at least $30. This unique pro-
gram is something everyone can participate in. 
Registration to participate is simple. Scan the QR code and 
join us in celebrating 30 years of excellence!   
     If you cannot join us at the race, you can still participate by 
donating to the $30 for 30 initiative: 
www.hamptonalliance.org/donations.   

Greater Pittsburgh Civil War Roundtable 
Monday, September 19th, 7 p.m.  
Hampton Township Community Center, 1301 McCully Road. 
Col. Kevin Weddle will present, “Lincoln’s Forgotten Admiral: 
The Life of Samuel Francis DuPont.”  
Lecture is free and open to the public. Masks are required. 

Township of Hampton Community Event  
September Lineup:  

During the month of September we have added a food truck 
each week to the Farmer's Market area. Please see the tenta-
tive schedule below for what food truck will be here! Please 
note: food truck lineup is subject to change.  

September 14th - Rescue Dogs  
September 21st - Rolling Meatballs  
September 28th - Cousins Maine Lobster  

Allison Russell brings her Unique 
Style of  Music to Hartwood 

by Lainy Carslaw 
 

     The Hartwood Acres concert season is almost at an end, but 
it brough many talented performers to our area all summer 
long.  One of these special entertainers was musician Allison 
Russell, who visited on August 14th with her all-woman band. 
Russell took to the stage with her messages of resilience and 

gratitude. Although her songs 
are deeply poetic and some-
times haunting, they carry a 
certain hopefulness in their 
beauty.    
     Russell’s career is just tak-
ing off after collaborating with 
musicians like Brandi Carlisle 
and Hozier and getting a 
Grammy nod for her song 
“Nightflyer.” She is a story 
teller and opens up about her 

childhood trauma and her “chosen family.” As she invites the 
audience into her life, a stronger connection is drawn, making 
way for both an emotional and entertaining experience.  
     “Her music makes you believe this world can be a better 

place,” said Katie Hilko. “I’m so glad she chose to visit our cor-

ner of the world and bless our community with her talent and 

positive messages.” 

Make Health Your Hobby  
 

T 
his new program will be lead by Dr. Suchita Kulkarni-
Lambore (certified Health Coach), who will focus on 
improving one’s overall health and making appropriate 

lifestyle choices covering various health related topics. Presen-
tations are interactive with time for a question/answer session 
at the end. This adult program is (6) one-and-a-half hours clas-
ses on Tuesdays beginning September 20th and includes a re-
freshing "get up and move/stretch" break.  
Register by September 16th.  Call 412-487-7870 with questions 
or check out  www.hampton-pa.org   

http://www.hamptonalliance.org/donations
http://www.hampton-pa.org
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N. Hampton Vol. Fire Dept. 
July 2022 Monthly Report, Chief Michael Piovesan 

724-831-1010 or 724-898-3665 

 
 

Fall Clean Up 
Grass Cutting 

Mulching & Top Soil 
Tree Trimming:  

     Tops & Removals  
Chipper & Stump Grinding  

Tie & Stone Walls  
Walkways 

 

Keith S. Hart 
Life long Hampton resident with over 39 years  

experience & self employed since 1997 

 
Snow Removal 

Spring/Fall Clean Up 
Tree Trimmings:  
Tops & Removals 

Chipper & Stump Grinding 
Tie & Stone Walls 

Walkways 

 

Monthly Incident Summary:        
Assist EMS          3 
Brush Fire          1 
Commercial Fire Alarm       10 
Commercial Structure Fire       3 
CO Alarm          1   
Natural Gas Leak         2 
Residential Fire Alarm 3 
Residential Structure Fire 3 
Transformer Fire/Wires Down      6 
Tree Into a House         1 
Vehicle Accident No Entrapment 3 
Vehicle Accident with Entrapment 3 
Vehicle Fire 1 
Vehicle Into Structure 1  
Total Incidents for the Month 41 
Total Incidents for 2022                               210  

Noteworthy incidents and events: 

• NHVFD responded to a report of smoke coming from a 
commercial structure at the intersection of Sample Road and 
Bryant Road.  First arriving crews were able to quickly find and 
isolate the source which was electrical in nature causing mini-
mal damage to the structure. 

• NHVFD responded to two separate sprinkler alarm activa-
tions on Route 8 in July.  Both sprinkler heads were accidentally 
set off, causing water to flow throughout both structures.  
NHVFD assisted in shutting off the water and cleanup of the 
structure. 

•     NHVFD responded to Duncan Avenue for the report of a 
gas line struck by construction workers.  Crews arrived to find 
an auger had struck an 8-inch gas line and had an active leak.  
Several homes were evacuated out of precaution and crews 
remained on scene for over 2 hours while the gas line was 
repaired. 
 
New Membership: 
We can always use new members who are interested in fire-
fighting, fire police or as drivers only.  There is a place in the 
department for anyone who is interested in helping.  Please 
contact an officer at 724-443-5250, or visit our website at 
www.northhamptonvfd.org. 

 

http://www.northhamptonvfd.org/


 

  www.thehamptonnews.com      16 

Pine Creek Crossing Executive Park  
Only 2 single/1 person spaces available 

To schedule showing appointment 412-456-7968 
 

www.pinecreekcrossing.com  *  pinecreekcrossing@gmail.com 
Facebook.com/pinecreekcrossing  *  Instagram: @pinecreekcrossing 

 

• Spaces from 200 to over 4,000 sq. ft.  

• Ample Free Parking & High Visibility  

• Utilities Included 

• On Site Management 

• Basic Build Out Included 

 

PINE CREEK CROSSING EXECUTIVE PARK provides: 
 

• Full Service Office Space—Rustic & Contemporary Designs 

• Convenient Location to Rt. 8, Rt. 19 & Turnpike 

• Area Amenities 

Call Now To Pick Your Perfect Size Space! 
 

4068 Mount Royal Blvd. 
Allison Park, PA  15101 

412.456.7968 
www.Pinecreekcrossing.com 

pinecreekcrossing@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/pinecreekcrossing 

Instagram: @pinecreekcrossing 

  



 

  www.thehamptonnews.net      17 

2022 Township  
of Hampton  
Community Events  
& Activities 
 

Dog Swim Day 
Saturday, September 10  
Hampton Community Pool  
12-3:15 pm 
 

Halloween Parade 
Saturday, October 22,  
1-3 pm   
Hampton Community Park 
Annual Pumpkin  
Carving Contest  
October 21st  
Online Dog  
Costume Contest  
photo submissions are 
from October 1st - 21st 
For additional information 
on these events and more, 
please visit the township 
website:  

www.hampton-pa.org for 
the most up to date  
information! 

Upcoming Events Veterans Breakfast Club 
 

Wednesday, November 30 at 8:30 a.m. 
at Christ Church at Grove Farm 
49 Duff Road 
Sewickley, PA 15143 
 

If you’d like to attend one of our monthly break-
fasts, join us on a day trip or volunteer, please 
contact: 
Main Contact: Betty Karleski, Administrator 
Phone: 412-623-9029 
Or Todd 412-623-9029 
Email: betty@veteransbreakfastclub.org 

CHEERTOBERFEST 
Yard Sale * Food Trucks: Black Dog Wood Fire Pizza   
* Games * Corn Hole Tournament * And Much More! 

Saturday, October 1st  
Time: Start 9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

Grubbs Pavillion at Hampton Park 

Meet your local First Responders 
Fire Safety 

Touch-A-Truck 
Crafts & Games 
Raffles & 50/50 

Hot Dogs & Refreshments 
Fun for the entire Family! 

 

4960 Route 8, Allison Park, PA 
Saturday, October 1, 2022 

10am-2pm 

mailto:betty@veteransbreakfastclub.org
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A Grand Tradition 

Marching Band Performs at Kennywood  
 by Julie Mikus 

 

     The Hampton High School Marching Band continued the grand tradition 
of performing at Kennywood Park on Saturday, August 6. Despite predicted 
thunderstorms,  
     Mary-Parmer Keyser, parent of freshman Linea Taube, has a unique per-
spective of the marching band, as she is a music teacher at Highlands 
School District, teaching general music, band, and chorus to elementary 
students. 
     “The marching band displayed such precision not only in their musicality, 
but also in marching technique. You see the great detail that goes into 
teaching students how to move as a flexible unit while maintaining that 
great marching band sound we all love to hear each season. I was blown 
away by their tone and stage presence!” exclaimed Ms. Keyser. 
     Ms. Keyser is also proud of her 
daughter’s participation in the 
marching band. “Seeing my daughter 
at her first official performance as a 
Talbot band member was exhila-
rating! I had such pride seeing her in 
the crisp uniform for the first time, 
and I was amazed that she was able 
to keep such great composure while 
marching side by side with her new 
band friends,” said Keyser. 
     Ms. Keyser’s daughter, Linea, en-
joyed her introduction to the march-
ing band at Kennywood. “I had many 
favorite things happen at Ken-
nywood! I felt loved and welcomed 
by all the flute players, and never 
felt out of place. We sounded so 
good together!” the 14-year-old stu-
dent said. Linea further explained, 
“When people said the band felt like 
a family, I didn’t quite know what 
they meant. After the parade, I really 
understood. Band is a family. It’s 
more than I could have imagined and 
the Kennywood trip gave me a taste 
of that!”  
     The band’s 2022 halftime show is 
called, “Senior Prom: A Night to Dis-
member.” Marla Capsambelis, Presi-
dent of the Hampton Band Associa-
tion, looks forward to this year’s 
halftime performances. “I think the 
students are really excited about the 
theme. During the show they will get 
to zombie walk, dance choreography 
from “Thriller,” and let loose on 
“Ballroom Blitz.” The music is terrific 
and the kids’ enthusiasm will shine 
through” she exclaimed. Mrs. 
Capsambelis is the parent of Bren-
dan, a tenth grader, who plays quads 
in the drum line. 

Photo by Lisa Towers 
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STA Pine-Richland 
1110 Middlesex Road 
Gibsonia, PA  15044 
724-502-4614 

 

STACAREERS.COM 

• PAID TRAINING PROGRAM 

• FLEXIBLE, PART-TIME HOURS 

• PPE PROVIDED & SIGN ON BONUS 

Photo courtesy of 
Rachael Schafer at  
Berkshire Hathaway 

Hampton Band Association Hosts  
Allegheny Valley Band Festival  

by Jennifer Vecchio 
 

I 
t’s a Saturday night under the lights for the Alleghe-
ny Valley Band Festival! On Saturday, September 10, 
2022, Hampton Marching Band and Hampton Town-

ship School District will host the 42nd Alle-
gheny Valley Band Festival. This gathering 
of marching bands, dance teams and color 
guards provides a special opportunity for 
North Hills residents to come together and 
celebrate music education with our stu-

dents, families and friends. This year, the Allegheny Val-
ley Band Festival will include nine marching band units 
including: Avonworth, Hampton, North Allegheny, North 
Hills, Northgate, Pine-Richland, Riverview, and Shaler. 
From Northgate’s BoomBox Hits to Hampton’s Zombie 
Prom, these bands are sure to entertain you! The festivi-
ties will be held from 7 - 10 p.m. at Hampton’s Fridley 

Field, 4589 School Drive, Allison Park. Admission is $8 for adults and $5 
for students and seniors. Please use McCully Road to access guest 
parking at Hampton High School and the Hampton Community Center. 
Continuous shuttle vans will be available to transport guests to Fridley 
Field. Once you are there, make sure to check out the concession 
stand. There will be a full menu of fresh hot food and snacks available 
including Haluski, walking tacos and pulled pork. 

Hampton Band at a prior Band Festival 
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