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Saints and
Patronage

A Quick Guide for Catholics

Who Are the Saints?

In the Catholic Church, saints are holy men and women who lived lives of heroic virtue, deep faith, and 

devotion to God. They are now in Heaven and intercede for us here on Earth. Saints are not worshipped, but 
honored and venerated as powerful examples of how to follow Christ faithfully.

“The saints have not all started well, but they all finished well.” – St. John Vianney

What Does It Mean to Be Canonized?

Canonization is the Church’s official process of declaring someone a saint. This typically involves:

A life of heroic virtue or martyrdom
Miracles attributed to their intercession
Formal recognition by the Pope

Once canonized, the person is added to the Church’s calendar and may be universally venerated.

What Is a Patron Saint?

A patron saint is someone chosen as a special protector or advocate for a person, group, cause, place, or 

profession.

Examples include:

St. Joseph – Patron of fathers, families, and workers
St. Dymphna – Patron of those suffering from mental illness
St. Cecilia – Patron of musicians
St. Jude – Patron of hopeless causes

People may adopt a patron saint for their name, occupation, illness, or even their parish.
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Why Do We Choose Patron Saints?

Choosing a patron saint is a beautiful Catholic tradition that helps you:

Stay inspired by their story and example
Ask for their intercession in prayer
Feel spiritually connected to the wider communion of saints

When Catholics are baptized (Sacrament of Initiation) or confirmed (Sacrament of Initiation), they may 
choose a saint's name to reflect the spiritual virtues they admire or hope to grow in.

Patronages Around the World

Saints are often patrons of:

Places – e.g., St. Patrick for Ireland
Occupations – e.g., St. Luke for doctors, St. Isidore for farmers
Situations – e.g., St. Peregrine for cancer, St. Rita for impossible causes

The Church assigns patronages based on a saint’s life, martyrdom, miracles, or popular devotion.

How Saints Help Us

Saints pray for us. We ask for their intercession, just as we ask a friend or family member to pray on our 
behalf. The saints are alive in Christ and continue to be part of the Church — the Communion of Saints 

— encouraging and supporting us spiritually.

“The saints were not superhuman. They were people who loved God in their hearts, and who shared 

this joy with others.” – Pope Francis
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How to Pick Your Patron Saint

Here are some ways to find a saint that resonates with you:

By name – your birth or Confirmation name
By profession or vocation – what you do or aspire to do
By personal experience – illness, trials, or conversion story
By spiritual gifts – courage, patience, humility, etc.

Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you to a saint who can walk with you.

Final Thought

The saints are a heavenly family cheering us on. Learning about them helps us grow in faith, trust in 
God’s mercy, and realize that holiness is possible in every walk of life. May their stories inspire you to say 

yes to God in your own journey.


