Unwanted Medication Take-Back

McDowell County Drug Enforcement
Will be collecting unwanted medication at the

Senior Health & Resource Falir
October 8, 2019
9:00 am —12:00 pm
At Senior Center

Medicine take-back programs are the only secure and environmentally
sound way to dispose of leftover and expired medicines.

Why Take Back Your Meds?

It just makes sense.

Safe Disposal to Reduce Drug Abuse. Prescription drug abuse is the fastest-growing drug
problem in the country. The abuse of medicines by teens often results in medical emergencies or
fatal overdoses. Most abusers of medicines, including teens, get the drugs from a friend or relative
— not from a drug dealer. A safe medicine take-back program gets potentially dangerous leftover
drugs out of our homes.

Safe Disposal to Reduce Accidental Poisonings. Unwanted medicines left in the home
endanger our children, seniors and pets. Poisonings from prescription and over-the-counter
medicines are increasing. Getting rid of unwanted medicines at a take-back program is an
important part of being safe in the home.

Safe Disposal to Reduce Medicines in the Environment. Large amounts of powerful
medicines go unused or expire and the way we dispose of them makes a difference for our
waters and our environment. For years, the advice was to flush our drugs or mix them with kitty
litter and throw them in the garbage. Flushing drugs sends them directly into our waters, harming
the environment. Drugs thrown in the garbage are available for others to take and use and can
still get into the environment. Returning medicines to a take-back program is the only
environmentally sound method for disposing of unused medicines.

Keep our kids, families and
the environment safe.

Safely dispose of the
medicines you no longer need.



http://www.takebackyourmeds.org/why/drugabuse
http://www.takebackyourmeds.org/why/accidental-poisonings
http://www.takebackyourmeds.org/why/medicines-in-the-environment

