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FOSTER APPLICATION 
 

Instructions: We require all of the below information before considering your application, together with landlord consent (if renting) and 
photos of your property that clearly show the boundaries, fencing and general lay-out of the property. Failure to do so will result in a rejected 
application. Please do not send multiple emails, if possible contain all attachments to the one email. Please send your application to: 
Contact@NZChihuahuaRescue.co.nz and retain a copy for yourself. If you cannot scan the document back to us by email please post to: NZ 
Chihuahua Rescue, PO Box 20579, Bishopdale 8543, Christchurch Remember to include the photos and landlord consent (if applicable). 

 
Date of Application:  _______________________________________ 
 
Personal Details: 
First Name: _______________________ Middle: _____________________  Last name: _____________________________________ 
Street Address: ______________________________________________________   Suburb _____________________________________ 
City:   ____________________________________________________________   Postcode: _____________________________ 
Email:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Best contact number:    ____________________________________ Date of Birth:  ________________________      Age:   _______________ 
Residency Status:   ________________________________________ (ie. NZ citizen, working visa etc.) 
 
Do you have a partner residing at or staying at the property often? 
¨ No 
¨ Yes – Please fill out the below section so we know who will be around the dog on a regular basis 
 
Details of Spouse or Partner at the Home Regularly: 
First Name: _______________________ Middle: _____________________  Last name: _____________________________________ 
Best contact number:     __________________________    Other phone: _____________________     
Date of Birth:   ________________________      Age ________ 
Occupation:     ______________________________________ 
 
How many hours per week does your partner work? Please note on what days and any other details of work schedule: (ie. How many hours 
per week, Which days, Are they on a roster? Are there any other details of the work schedule we should know?) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE NOTE - Foster to Adopt: We do not offer a foster to adopt programme as we offer a one-month trial on all adoptions! If you are 
considering adding a member to your family but unsure whether they will be the correct fit, we suggest filling out an adoption form and 
submitting this instead. Foster care forms are strictly for those who (from the outset) are looking to foster only. 
 
Home Details 
Do you own your own home? 

¨ No (If no – please provide a written letter of consent from your landlord or Housing New Zealand – you should also consider what would happen to the dog if 
you moved from your current rental) 
¨ Yes – Please note: we may search or access public records to ensure this answer is true and correct. 
 
Amount of time at current address? ________________________________________________ 
Do you have a fully-fenced back yard? * Please also attach photos of your property 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 



2  v. 2019-11-09 

 
 
Do you agree to a property inspection, if required? * Please also attach photos of your property 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 

 
Do you have a pool, lake or other body of water on the property?  * Please also attach photos of your property 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Family and Life Circumstances 
Do you have any charges pending in respect of animal cruelty and/or have you ever been convicted of animal cruelty?  

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Who will be the main care-taker(s) of the dog: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of people in household and ages: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you discussed fostering a dog with these people? Please ensure that all family members are in agreement prior to applying. 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Does anyone in your family suffer from pet related allergies?  

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Do you have any children living with you?   

¨ No 

¨ Yes (If yes, please note how many? and their respective ages) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you any children that may visit you (ie. grandchildren, foster children, etc.)   

¨ No 

¨ Yes  (If yes, please note how many? and their respective ages) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you suffer from any illness or disability which may impact on your ability to care for a  dog?  

¨ No 

¨ Yes 

¨ I’m not sure if it qualifies - but I have some health concerns. If you ticked yes or “I’m not sure” please clarify further below: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Employment 
Are you employed?           Job Occupation:  ____________________________________________________ 

¨ No 

¨ Yes   

¨ Beneficiary / Student  
 
Please select the applicable option:  

¨ Full Time Worker 
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¨ Part Time Worker 

¨ Retired  

¨ I work from Home: __________ days per week, regularly. 

¨ I am able to take the dog with me to work with me: ____________ days per week, regularly.  
 
How many hours per week do you work and on what days and any other details of work schedule: (ie. How many hours per week do you 
work? Which days do you work? Are you on a roster? Are there any other details of your work schedule we should know?) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are your plans for the dog while you are not home? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How many hours a day will the dog be left without human company? ______________ hours per week. 
Which areas of your house or property are off limits to the dog?   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you travel or move regularly for work or other activities? 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 

 
What would happen to the dog should your family go on holiday? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Details of your current pets: 
Have you owned a Chihuahua prior? 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Details of breeds owned: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Where do your existing pets sleep? _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Where will the foster dog sleep? (Please list the room, ie. laundry): __________________________________________________________ 
What diet are your existing dogs on ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How often will you exercise the dog?_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Would the dog have access to indoors or outdoors only?   ____________________________________________________________________ 
How many dogs are you allowed by the Council to keep on your property? ______________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever surrendered a pet to a shelter or rescue? 

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Are we able to contact your veterinary clinic for a reference?    

¨ No 

¨ Yes 

Current clinic:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Length of time at clinic: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Please consider the below carefully and tick the boxes which apply – Are you comfortable fostering a dog … 

With a known injury that can, or cannot be healed? (ie. 
requiring future orthopaedic surgery for luxating patellas a 
condition very common in Chihuahuas – please research this) 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 
 

That requires assistance with toilet-training? 
 
¨ No – MUST be toilet-trained. 
¨ Yes – I am able and willing to assist a dog in getting in 
to this routine. 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 
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Requiring ongoing medical treatment (ie. May require 
meds for a condition such as the heart or require a special diet 
due to liver or kidney health) 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 
 

Requires obedience training? 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes 
 

A Puppy? (ie. 6months – 1year) 
 
¨ No – must be over  ______years old (state age here) 
¨ Yes 

Is not cat friendly? 
 
¨ No – This dog MUST like cats. 
¨ Yes – I do not have cats. 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this as it does not 
affect me. 
 

Special needs (deaf / blind / other) 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 
 

Does not like or is fearful of children? 
 
¨ No – They must like and get along with children 
¨ Yes 
 

A Senior Dog? (ie. Over 7-8 years of age) 
 
¨ No – must be under ______years old (state age here) 
¨ Yes – Over 7-8years is fine. 

Fearful? – These are dogs that may require extra support, those 
who are timid and wary. 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes – I am confident in dealing with this behaviour. 
¨ As long as they do not nip out of fear. 
 

Requiring socialisation with dogs? 
¨ No 
¨ Yes – I am confident in dealing with this behaviour. 

Requiring human socialisation (ie. Dogs that are timid at 
times, wary and may require more support). 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes – I am confident in dealing with this behaviour. 
 

Pregnant? 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes – I have fostered pregnant dogs prior. 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 

Timid / Shutdown / In need of an expert fosterer: 
 
¨ No 
¨ Yes 
¨ Unsure – I think I would be open to this 
 

 
Please list your current pets here – note breeds of any dogs: Use additional paper if needed to confirm all pets in the household. 

SPECIES (DOG, CAT 
ETC.) 
*For dogs and cats 
please note breed  

AGE SEX – M 
or F? 
(circle 
one) 

DE-SEXED? 
(circle one) 

VACCINATED 
UP TO DATE? 
(circle one) 

REGISTERED 
WITH 
COUNCIL? 
(circle one) 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  
(if any) 

 
 

 M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

 
 

 M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

 
 

 M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

  M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

 
 

 M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

  M / F Y     /   N Y     /   N Y     /   N  

 
 
** Note any other animals at the end of this application. 
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Please tell us any additional details that may assist with your application – hobbies or whether you have any special training or skills (ie. 
vet, trainer etc): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Foster Experience: 
Have you fostered a dog or dog(s) prior?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes  For: ____________________________________________________________________________ (name of organisation ie. SPCA) 
Details of Breeds: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you owned a dog prior?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes   Details of Breeds: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you owned a Chihuahua prior?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes    
 
Do you require a dog who is already trained?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes   
 
Are you confident and capable to train a dog yourself?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes   
 
How many foster dogs can you comfortably accommodate? ________________________________________ 
When can you begin fostering: ________________________________________________________________ 
Maximum amount of time you can foster: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Are you able to medicate a Chihuahua if necessary?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes 
 
Do you have the basics required to foster a dog for the trust (toys, blankets, dog-beds, bowls, bedding)?     

¨ No 

¨ Yes  
 
I need assistance to get the following items in order to foster: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you able to transport the dog to and from veterinary appointments in Canterbury, during weekdays if necessary? (ie. Do you hold a full or 
restricted licence and have access to a car?) 
¨ No – Sorry but we cannot have fosters that are unable to attend veterinary appointments during the day with dogs. 

¨ Yes                      
 
Please list recent foster experience (if applicable): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why are you interested in fostering for NZ Chihuahua Rescue? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you read the below Agreement and terms? 

¨ No 

¨ Yes  
 
Do you agree to be bound by the below Agreement and terms? 

¨ No 

¨ Yes  
Is there any extra information you wish to add? Please state here: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Checklist before sending your application in: 
 
Please ensure you have the following in order to successfully apply to become a foster carer. Failure to provide the information will result in a 
delayed or refused application. 
 

¨ Form completed with answers for each question – please check and ensure that all questions are answered in full. 

¨ You have “signed” your name by typing in the box below or physically signing the same and selecting “yes” by ticking the box. 

¨ Landlord consent is attached – if renting 

¨ Housing NZ consent is attached – if renting 

¨ Pictures of your property and home – Please ensure you send clear pictures of your property, including the fencing, boundaries, 
backyard and any areas the dog will have access to. We need to ensure prior to the property inspection that the home is going to be 
suitable. 
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FOSTER AGREEMENT WITH NEW ZEALAND CHIHUAHUA RESCUE 

Thank you for your interest in fostering with New Zealand Chihuahua Rescue, we greatly appreciate the support and cannot take 
in new dogs without stable, reliable foster carers. In order to ensure that both parties are aware of their obligations and/or the 
policies we have in place, please read through the below Foster Agreement carefully and sign where indicated if you wish to 
participate in the programme run by the New Zealand Chihuahua Rescue Trust (“The Trust”). The Agreement also refers to 
“you” being the (“Foster Carer”). In order to foster for the Trust, you hereby agree to the following: 

Ownership of the Foster Dog is Retained by the Trust 

1. The dog remains the sole property of The Trust, irrespective of the amount of time the dog is with the foster carer and 
until such time as The Trust determines the permanent placement of the dog. You acknowledge that the Trust is the sole 
owner of the dog and retains all ownership and rights to the dog. 
 

2. Fostering the dog creates no legal or beneficial interest in the foster dog for the foster carer. The Trust shall remain the 
legal owner of the dog throughout the duration of the foster term. The foster carer cannot and shall not be deemed the 
legal owner unless the dog is adopted by the foster carer (as per the below) and legal ownership is formally transferred. 

General Terms 

3. The foster carer is to look after the dog according to all instructions given to the foster carer by The Trust and provide all 
of the necessities of life to the dog while in their care.   
 

4. The dog is to be in the same or better condition at the end of the term of foster care. 
 

5. Dogs are to be contained inside while the foster carer is not at the premises. Foster dogs are not to be left outside 
without direct supervision. The Trust can provide crates and pens at the request of foster carers.  
 

6. Safety of the foster dog and team members, is paramount. At all times the foster carer should endeavour to ensure that 
their personal details (and location of a Trust foster dog) are kept from the general public. The trust email address is the 
adopters first point of contact. Fosters may call Adopters “on private” (ie. number withheld) to schedule meet and greet 
times. Meet and greets should be at a public place (if the Adopter is from out of town) or the Adopters property (if local) 
and a home check can be conducted at the same time.  

 
7. In the interests of safety, do not post pictures of your foster dog on any website or publically available social media. 

Fosters should send all updates and photos to the Trustees who will post these updates on their behalf via the public 
trust page.  You are free to share updates on the closed trust foster carer or adopter pages, or “closed” personal page(s). 

 
8. Foster carers are required to have fenced in properties. In the case of rural properties, a fenced in portion (for the dog to 

toilet and run off leash) is acceptable. The dog must be contained to the foster carers property at all times. 
 

9. When travelling in a vehicle, foster dogs are to be restrained – either attached to the seat of a car or in a crate. They 
cannot be transported on the laps of people or unrestrained in any vehicle. 

 
10. Foster dogs are not to be left unsupervised or in close proximity to personal dogs of the foster, small animals, cats, 

children or babies. Employ strict supervision. The Trust assumes no responsibility for any omission of the foster carer to 
follow this clause which results in damage to the same. This shall be deemed a breach of the Agreement. 
 

Application Process 
 

11. Applying to The Trust to become a foster carer does not create an obligation on The Trust to supply the foster carer with 
a dog. Foster carers are matched to incoming dogs, based on location and the needs of the particular dog that comes into 
the care of the Trust.  
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12. The foster carer is to return the application form to the email below, together with any required evidence from a landlord 
or other agency. Failure to do so shall result in the application being declined. The onus is on the Foster Carer to contact 
their landlord or Housing New Zealand and provide the required documentation.  

 
13. A home check and interview may be conducted with the chosen foster carer, at the Trust’s discretion, in order to approve 

the foster carer.  
 

14. In the case where foster carers have fostered for the Trust prior but have been on hiatus or have a new dog enter their 
care, no new application is required. We do not require a new signed agreement at each new fostering term (ie. when a 
new dog enters their care).  

 
15. The foster carer agrees to be bound by the terms of this form, and/ or any updated forms or policies in existence at the 

time they are engaged as a foster carer. A new agreement does not need to be signed each time a foster carer receives a 
new foster dog.  

 
16. The foster carer acknowledges that by signing this Agreement, they have read all foster carer documentation, (including 

this full agreement), the foster manual and any policies put in place by the trust. As such, the foster carer agrees, by 
signing this Agreement that they are aware of their obligations in terms of becoming a foster carer for the Trust. 

All Information Supplied to the Trust to be True and Correct 

17. The Trust relies upon information given by the foster carer in order to make decisions about whether or not they are 
deemed suitable to foster a Trust dog. As a result, all information submitted must be true and correct.  
 

18. By submitting this form to The Trust for consideration, the foster carer confirms that all information supplied is true and 
correct to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
 

19. The foster carer confirms that they have no pending charges or prior convictions related to animal cruelty and are not 
banned from owning any animal. 
 

20. The information on the forms will be retained by The Trust and may be shared with other team members or official 
agencies (ie. the vet, Council etc.) and/or other parties relevant to the care of the dog.  
 

21. The foster carer agrees that the Trust can make any such inquiries as to the validity of any information contained in this 
foster agreement, at their discretion. For the sake of clarity, dishonest information during the application process is a 
breach of the Agreement. If the Trust becomes aware of incorrect information, an immediate uplift shall result. 

Duty to Keep the Trust Informed 

22. The foster carer is approved on the information supplied to The Trust in their application form. Should here be a 
significant change in circumstances. The carer will need to notify The Trust immediately and may be asked to re-apply for 
suitability. Failure to do so shall be deemed a breach of this agreement. 

 
22.1 “A significant change in circumstances” includes but is not limited to: change of work hours, death of a 

household member, a member moving into the household, change of residence, health issues of the foster 
carer or their immediate family members, and significant loss of income or ability to transport the foster dog.” 
 

23. The foster carer is to keep The Trust informed, with regular updates as to the progress of the dog, the dog’s general 
health and any other information relevant to the foster dog. The Foster Carer shall respond to communications from the 
Trust regarding the dog within a fair and reasonable, a failure to do so shall be deemed a breach of this agreement. 
 

24. The trust is to be advised as soon as practicable if you notice any potential injury or illness relating to the foster dog or 
they appear to be unwell. This includes any: vomiting or gastro upset, lethargy, unwillingness to eat or toilet and any 
other symptoms noticed by the foster carer. Failure to do so shall be deemed a breach of this Foster Agreement. 
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25. Should any current pets of the foster carer become seriously unwell, The Trust is to be notified as soon as practicable. 

Adoption of the Foster Dog by a Third Party 

26. The Trust reserves the right to continue to advertise for a permanent placement of any foster dog placed with a foster 
carer.  
 
The foster carer shall endeavour to assist with their foster dog being adopted by: 
17.1. Scheduling any meet and greets at the direction of the Trustees - The foster carer is expected to assist with “meet 

and greets” by attending the property to speak with prospective Adopter. It is recognised that the foster knows 
the dog the best and is therefore best placed to answer queries relating to the dog and confirm suitability of 
adopter. Trustees are available to attend meet and greets - Please contact them if you would like them to attend. 
The foster shall then report to the Managing Trustee and work in conjunction with the Trustees to determine 
whether or not the prospective adopter should be offered a trial period. 
 

17.2. Property checks - The foster carer will be performing a preliminary property check at the same time as the meet 
and greet and notify the Adopter of any issues. Meet and greets should be at the property of the Adopter, unless 
they are from out of Town. The Trust will then organise another Rescue to complete the same. 
 

17.3. The foster carer is expected to assist with the adoption process by ensuring the dog is taken to any grooming 
and/or photography appointments. The foster carer shall schedule these at a time suitable to them following 
direction to do so by the Trustees. 
 

17.4. The foster carer shall assist with the updating of the website profile, TradeMe and social media for the foster dog. 
 

18 The foster carer may suggest a permanent placement for the dog (ie. Family member who has bonded with the dog). 
However, The Trust reserves the right to approve or decline said Applicant. If the foster carer believes they have a 
prospective Applicant they must refer the Applicant to the trust and ensure the appropriate forms are completed. 
 

19 The dog is not the property of the foster carer and as a result, cannot adopted or otherwise given to any other person 
without express authority from the Managing Trustee. If you are going on holiday or cannot foster the dog for a period of 
time due to other circumstances, the Trust is to be notified immediately and given enough time to find a replacement 
foster carer for that period. If family or friends can assist, please advise the Trust at the time. 
 

20 The foster carer shall remember that at all times, when dealing with the general public, they represent the trust and as 
such shall not bring the trust into disrepute. The foster carer cannot and should not make any claims that the dog will be 
adopted by the prospective adopter at the end of any meet and greet. The foster carers shall be involved in the decisions 
relating to the selection of the Adopters. However, they cannot and should not provide confirmation of any decision to 
the prospective adopter. This is the duty of the Trustees. 

 
21 Please do not provide personal cell phone numbers or addresses to prospective adopters, for the sake of safety. We ask 

that you call adopters on “private” to arrange meet and greets at their property and/or email. Let the Adopter know that 
any questions or further correspondence is to be via the trust email: contact@nzchihuahaurescue.co.nz 

Adoption of the Foster Dog by the Foster Carer  

22 Each foster carer has the right to notify The Trust of their wishes to permanently adopt of the dog in their care. If this is 
the case, the Trust must be notified of the foster carers intention to adopt, as soon as practicable and this must be before 
advertising of the dog as “fit for adoption” has commenced. If the dog has already been actively advertised, promised to 
a family, or actively attending meet and greets with an interested party, it is too late.  
 

23 The foster cannot unilaterally decide to retain the foster dog. They must receive express approval from the Trustees 
confirming they are accepted to be the adopter of the dog. 
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24 Should The Trust determine that the foster carer be accepted as the permanent home for the dog, the foster carer will be 
advised in writing. No trial period shall be applicable. The foster is to sign an Adoption Agreement in respect of their 
foster dog and pay the fee to the trust as soon as practicable.  
 

25 For the sake of clarity, the fee is to be paid within one (1) week of the written confirmation that the foster carer is 
accepted to adopt the dog. The fee is to be paid in full. Failure to do so shall result in the Trust having the discretion to 
cancel that adoption process in respect of the foster carer and/or uplift the dog. The foster carer cannot unlawfully retain 
the dog for any further period of time and payment of the adoption fee outside of that time period may be returned once 
the dog is uplifted. 
 

26 The dog will be considered successfully adopted once the letter of confirmation is sent to the foster. The Trust shall 
change the microchip and registration details. From this point, the foster carer – turned Adopter is now responsible for 
the dog. This includes any and all medical care from the date of adoption. The Trust will not be liable in respect of any 
further health issues, diseases, illnesses or the like.  
 

27 In the event that the dog is Adopted by the foster carer, the foster carer is to make arrangements within one (1) week of 
confirmation of the adoption to have all trust property for their (former foster) dog, returned to the Trust. This includes 
but is not limited to: any toys, harnesses and leads, beds and bedding, un-used or unopened food, worm and flea 
treatments, shampoos, medications etc. The foster carer shall be responsible for purchasing their own dog items. If the 
Trust does not receive contact in relation to suitable arrangements for those belongings, the Trust shall invoice the foster 
carer for any items retained by them. 
 

28 As stated prior, the decision as to whether or not the foster dog can be adopted by the foster carer is to be made by the 
Trust. The Trust does not provide any guarantees in respect of the same. 

 
Foster to Adopt 

 
28. We do not offer a foster to adopt programme as we offer a one-month trial on all adoptions. Under our adoption 

process, if the dog placed in the Adopters care does not suit the Adopter or their family, the adoption fee is reversed and 
the dog is placed back into the care of the Trust.  

Items “on loan” to Foster Carers 

29. The foster carer is expected to have the basics required for fostering, such as extra bedding, toys and leads. However, the 
Trust can supply these, if required and at the Trust’s discretion. The foster carer must indicate during the application 
process should they require assistance from the Trust in order to provide these. 
 

30. All items given to the foster carer are “on loan” from the trust and are registered in the trust asset register. This includes 
but is not limited to: bowls, harnesses, leads, toys, blankets, crates, pens, bedding and beds, medications, worm and flea 
treatments and any other items or disposables used by the dog.  
 

31. On conclusion of each foster dog arrangement, the foster carer is to contact the trust and arrange for the return of that 
trust property. If the foster will be fostering other dogs, they may make arrangements with the Managing Trustee to 
retain certain items. The Trustees shall maintain the asset register accordingly.  
 

32. Failure contact the trust and organise within one (1) week of the departure of the foster dog, for appropriate 
arrangements regarding items on loan from the trust shall result in the foster carer being invoiced for the retail price of 
replacement items. The foster carer agrees, by signing this Agreement to pay any invoice that shall fall due (on or before 
the due date noted on the invoice) as a result of non-compliance with the policy to return items. 

 
33. Any items loaned to the foster carer that are lost or damaged shall be invoiced to the foster carer directly. The foster 

carer shall be invoiced for the retail price of replacement items. The foster carer agrees, by signing this Agreement to pay 
any invoice that shall fall due (on or before the due date noted on the invoice). 
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Food Provisions 

34. The Trust and trust vet shall determine the food to be fed to the foster dog and provide the same. If you have concerns 
about whether a particular food is suitable for your foster dog, please contact the Trustees or trust vet. 
 

35. The food fed to the foster dog is not to be changed without the direction of the Trust Vet or Trustees.  
 

36. Do not feed the foster dog any human foods, treats, bones etc. This can prevent us from making any progress in relation 
to their body condition or assessing whether they are effected by allergens. Failure to comply shall be deemed a breach. 
 

37. Please contact the trust when food supply for your foster dog is low (with sufficient time for the Trustees to organise 
further provisions).  

 
38. Any food that is unopened at the conclusion of the foster term is to be returned to the Trust for use by further foster 

dogs in future. Food that is opened may be passed to the Adopter at the time of the trial. All medications that are not 
essential to the foster dog are to be returned to the Trust. Heart, joint or other essential medications passed to the 
adopter.  
 

39. Food provided by the Trust is to be utilised by the foster dogs only, irrespective of whether or not there are other dogs at 
the property. The trust is only able to provide enough items for the dogs in its care to utilise. 
 

Council Licensing 
 

40. The Trust expects that all foster carers have registered dogs and are appropriately licenced to care for the foster dog and 
any permanent dogs at their property. 
 

41. The foster carer undertakes that they acknowledge it is their express obligation to have confirmed with their local council 
the amount of dogs able to be housed on their property and hold the licenses required by their local council. The Trust 
takes no responsibility for ensuring that the Foster Carer carries the appropriate license for the dogs at their property. 

 
42. Should the foster carer neglect to do so and receive penalty fees from the Council as a result of their omission the trust is 

not liable for any payment of fines or penalties.  
 
43. The Trust has a duty to abide by all laws and legislation. As a result, all foster dogs are registered. The Trust, as part of this 

process, informs the Council of the location of the foster dog. The dog is registered to the Managing Trustee as the 
“owner” with a note that they are in the care of a foster carer. Personal details such as emails, phone numbers and 
addresses of fosters may be provided to the Council as a result. 

Costs and Damages 

42 The Trust shall not be held financially or legally responsible for any damage or loss suffered by the foster carer to any 
property, person or vehicle, which has been caused by the dog, while in the foster carers care. It is expected that foster 
carers shall at all times ensure that the dog is not involved in any destruction or deemed a nuisance.  
 

43 Any personal funds spent on the dog, while property of The Trust, does not constitute a right to ownership for the foster 
carer of the dog. The dog remains the property of The Trust regardless of any funds the foster carer has chosen to spend 
on the foster dog. 
 

44 Should the foster carer wish to be reimbursed for any items purchased on behalf of their foster dog, they must contact 
the trust prior to the purchase to confirm the item and price, the trust will confirm whether or not they agree to 
reimburse. Once purchased the foster must submit a dated receipt within two (2) working days of the purchase in order 
to be reimbursed. The Trust will decline to reimburse any expenses that have not been expressly agreed to by the 
Trustees. 
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45 Should the foster dog require any grooming, please contact the Trustees and they will direct you to make contact with 
our groomer and provide the contact details. The Trust shall be invoiced for this service directly. The foster carer shall be 
responsible for organising the appointment and ensuring the dog(s) attend this. To utilise another groomer will mean the 
foster carer is responsible for the costs. 

Medical Care, Accidents and Emergencies, Microchip and De-sexing 

46 The Trust will de-sex, micro-chip and register with the Companion Animal Database (and local Council), flea, worm and 
medically treat any other ailments relating to the foster dog. The Trust shall be invoiced directly in relation to those 
expenses. The foster carer will not be asked to meet those expenses, unless they have (without approval) sought 
treatment with another vet clinic. 
 

47 No dog placed by The Trust is to be used for breeding purposes prior to being de-sexed. To do so shall result in an 
immediate uplift of the dog and payment of damages to the Trust. If a pregnancy results, the foster carer shall be 
responsible for any and all costs relating to any medical care the dog. For the sake of clarity, this clause applies in respect 
of intentional matings and accidental matings. Do not place an un-neutered foster dog or bitch in your care around entire 
males or females.  
 

48 All directions made by the Trust Vet or Managing Trustee are to be followed.  Failure to do so shall constitute a breach of 
the Agreement. 
 

49 No homeopathic, herbal or natural medicines are to be given to the foster dog without the express consent of the Vet or 
Managing Trustee. This includes any “home remedies” that would normally be used on personal dogs. If the dog is sick or 
suffering any type of symptoms the Trust Vet is to be consulted without delay. The Managing Trustee is also to be 
informed. 
 

50 The dog will be micro-chipped to the Trust and registered with the local council in the name of the Managing Trustee. The 
Foster carer will not be added to the registration or microchip details unless they adopt the dog in their care. If this is the 
case, the Managing Trustee shall effect the change.  
 

51 The foster carer is expected to have the time required, relevant licensing and transport facilities to be available to 
transport the dog to any veterinary or other medical appointments while he or she is being fostered. The primary 
responsibility to attend all medical appointments is placed on the foster carer. However, if help is required to meet those 
appointments on occasion, a Trustee is to be consulted immediately. 
 

52 If a dog in foster care is harmed while in a foster carers care, by any act, or omission to act that can be attributed to 
either the foster carer themselves, the foster carer’s family, or the foster carers own pets, it is the responsibility of the 
foster carer to meet those costs from their own available funds. 
 
50.1.  In the case of Clause 52 the Trust reserves the right to re-assess the suitability of the foster home and/or remove 

the dog from the carers care without delay. 
 

53 In the event that veterinary care is required for the dog the foster carer is to notify the Managing Trustee immediately 
and receive their approval to book an appointment with the Trust’s Vet. Failure to follow this process will result in the 
foster carer being liable for full payment of all costs associated. 
 

54 In the event that the dog requires emergency medical treatment, the trust vet is to be called. To the extent that it is 
practicable, the carer must urgently inform the Managing Trustee.  
 
54.1 Emergency situations will be assessed on a case by case basis in a fair and reasonable manner.  

 
54.2 Do not take the dog to private after hours’ clinics unless of a dire emergency. A fee will be invoiced to the trust vet 

by After Hours, if this is the case. This $500 cost will be passed to the foster carer, the Trust cannot meet that fee. 
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55 Foster carers cannot re-assign their usual vet in the place of the trust vet. Do not take the foster dog to your personal vet 
and/or spend your own funds on de-sexing, microchipping, vaccinations or other vet care expecting to be reimbursed 
without express authorisation from the Managing Trustee.  The trust vet is the only vet to be utilised in respect of the 
foster dog as they hold all of the vet records for the dog and authority to treat the dog. 
 

56 The Trust assumes no liability for any harm caused medically to the pets of a foster as a result of their decision to foster.  

Termination of Agreement / Breach of this Agreement 

57 The Agreement may be terminated by the Trust for any of the above noted breaches of this Agreement, or any other 
unsatisfactory conduct by the foster carer that is brought to attention to the Trustees of the Trust or any other reason 
whatsoever. 
 

58 The foster carer may terminate this Agreement by notifying the Trust of their intention to return a foster dog into the 
care of the Trust and/or cease to be a foster carer for the trust. The Agreement is considered terminated once the dog 
has been returned to the care of the Trust. 
 

59 The Trust reserves the right to remove any dog placed in the care of a foster carer for any concerns relating to the 
welfare of the dog or skill of the foster carer, failure to follow instructions, breaches of the clauses of this Agreement and 
any other matters the trust deems relevant. For the sake of clarity, if a foster carer fails to meet any of the terms of this 
agreement, this shall constitute a breach. 
 

60 Should a breach of this Agreement arise, the Trust may decide to meet with you to discuss the same or organise for the 
immediate uplift of the dog.  
 

61 Failure to return the foster dog to the care of the Trustees when asked to do so, or make adequate arrangements to 
return the dog to the care of the trust, shall result in the Police attending to uplift the dog. A theft claim shall be made 
against the foster carer, and/or the foster carer may be prosecuted as a result. The Trust regard this as a very serious 
matter and will go through all possible avenues  to ensure the foster dog is returned to the care of the Trust and the 
foster carer is held criminally responsible for their actions. 
 

62 The decision of The Trust is final. 

 

Please read through the above Foster Agreement and contact us if you have any queries. Then sign your name (or type your 
name in the box below in replacement of your signature) and tick the box below to confirm that you have read and 
understood the contents of the above, you accept the terms of our Foster Agreement and agree to be bound by them and/or 
any updated or subsequent Foster Agreement and/or policies. 

¨ Yes – I have read the above terms and I agree to be bound by the same (please tick) 

Signed by: 
 

Signed by 
 
As a prospective “Foster Carer” for the New Zealand Chihuahua Rescue Trust 
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