Giving Gifts to Jesus
Matthew 2:1-12

From His early childhood, people gave gifts to Jesus.  The earliest gifts of which we have any record are the gifts given by the wise men from the east who came to inquire about the child Jesus.  There are lessons to be learned from the gifts given by them to Him.

The gifts of the wise men:   
The gifts of the wise men were accompanied by faith.  
· They saw a young child, but they worshipped Him.    
· They honored the child Jesus as being above them, for they fell down before Him.

The distance and difficulty in finding Jesus didn’t deter them.

· The came a long way from the east.

· Had to inquire about His whereabouts.

They gave gifts of their treasures.

Their gifts recognized God’s purposes in Christ.

· Gold is a gift for a KING.

· Frankincense was used by PRIESTS in worship before the Lord.

· Myrrh was an ointment used for ANOINTING.

What do we learn from these men and their gifts?
· Our worship of Jesus must be by faith.  We have not seen Him, yet we believe in Him.
· We honor Him as above us, for we fall down before Him.

· Difficulties should not prevent from coming together with Christ and with our brethren.

· Our gifts should be from our treasures.  Christ cannot simply receive what are our leftovers or what is broken and of no value to us.

· Our gifts must be our testimony that we recognize Jesus as our King and High Priest and that He is the Christ (the Anointed One).

There are several other stories of gifts given to Jesus.  Each of these has an important lesson for us.
The gift of the lunch from a boy:  (John 6:5-11)  

Jesus had finished preaching to 5000 men besides women and children.  As the day wore on, the people were faint from hunger.  Jesus challenged the disciples to feed the people themselves.  They were really at a loss as to how they were going to do it.  A young boy brought his lunch, 5 loaves and 2 fish, and gave it to feed the people.

In his innocence, he offered all he had to solve a large problem.

He trusted Jesus to make it work.

What do we learn from this boy’s gift?

· We should never say we don’t have enough to accomplish the purposes of Jesus.
· We should always give our gifts with the knowledge that God will bless us and provide for us.  The boy had more food at the end than he did at the beginning.

· Jesus can take what we have and multiply it if we just leave it to Him.

The gift of tears and precious ointment from a sinful woman:  (Luke 7: 36-50)
Jesus was a guest at the home of a Pharisee.  While there, a woman who was a sinner came and stood by Jesus’ feet.  She began crying and her tears fell on the Master’s feet.   She wiped His feet with her hair and anointed His feet with precious ointment.

Though a sinner, the woman brought a gift of love to Jesus.

She gave of her own body with her tears and hair to be a blessing to Jesus.

She brought her gifts in faith that Jesus would receive her and bless her.

What can we learn from her gifts?

· Though we are in sin, if we come to Jesus and give ourselves to Him, He will receive us.
· Our gifts ought to be recognition of the precious gift of forgiveness that Jesus has given us.

· Giving our whole self to Jesus is appropriate given the grace He gives to us.
The gifts of the women who supported the ministry of Jesus:   (Luke 8:1-3)

Though Jesus and his disciples were all working men, during the three years that Jesus was training them, they did not do secular work to support themselves.  They were able to live through the generosity of Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and many others.  The scripture says that these women had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities.

The women gave willingly to Jesus without His asking.

They gave sacrificially of their substance to support His work.

They worked together to accomplish what was needed for the Master.
What can we learn from their gifts?

· We should not have to be asked to give our tithes and offerings.

· Everything we have should be available to the work of Jesus in appreciation for the gift He has given us.

· Our personal ego should be put aside so that we can work together for Jesus.

The gift of a new tomb given by Joseph of Arimethea:  (Luke 23:50-56)
When Jesus died on the cross, the Jews wanted His and the bodies of the thieves removed because of the Passover Sabbath Day.  If a Jew touched a dead body, he would be ritually unclean and unable to participate in the Passover.  Joseph of Arimethea, a secret disciple of Jesus, came forward and claimed the body of Jesus.
He also gave his own new tomb to bury Jesus’ body.  This was a very expensive tomb that had probably been hewn from a rock hill.

Jesus had become sin for Joseph, so Joseph was willing to be considered unclean for Jesus.

He recognized that by giving His gift he was openly declaring he was a disciple of Jesus.

He knew he could no longer be a secret disciple.

He was willing to sacrifice at great cost to himself to do something important for Jesus.

What should we learn from the gift of Joseph?

· We can’t worry what other people think about us when we serve Jesus.

· We have to openly confess that we follow Jesus.
· There is nothing of ours that can be withheld if Jesus needs it.

The things the Romans, Herodians, and religious leaders gave to Jesus:
We rarely think about it, but these groups gave things to Jesus as well.  Here is a sample list.

· A late night arrest after being betrayed by one of His disciples
· A sleepless night being pushed and shoved as they took Him before various authorities

· Blows to the head and face to mock His prophetic knowledge

· A reed for a scepter to mock His authority as ruler
· A robe to mock His royalty

· A crown of thorns to mock His place as their king

· Scourging of 39 lashes on His back
· Spittle in His face

· Ridicule and scorn

· A heavy cross to carry on which He would be executed

· Shame of nakedness

· Nails to fasten Him to the cross

· Their back as they turned away from Him who was dying for their sin

· Vinegar instead of water when He was thirsty

· A pierced side after He died.

What can we learn from these gifts?

· Sadly we also mock the authority of Jesus when we say He is our Lord, but we don’t respond to His will for our lives.

· We treat His sacrifice with low regard when we are too busy to come to the assembly to share in the communion with fellow Christians.

· We participate in sin making a mockery of His death on our behalf.

We become the Romans, Herodians, and religious leaders.

What gift will we give Jesus?  The apostle Paul tells us what Christ wants.  Romans 12:1, 2:  “I beseech you therefore by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.   And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
What should be our gift?  Our Present should be to present ourselves as a living sacrifice.  If we do that, Jesus has everything we have.  This is reasonable.  Why, there is nothing that can repay the price that was paid for our redemption.  The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  Our appreciation to and love for God compels us to totally give ourselves to Him.
