Palm Sunday (March 29, 2026)
John 12:20-43 (Series A)
The Hour Has Come

A lot can happen I a short amount of time. Since the resurrecting of Lazarus, some of those who witnessed that miracle and reported it to the Pharisees, who then decided Jesus and Lazarus were both dangerous to have around and plotted to kill both of them. Jesus apparently stayed out of the way in the town of Ephraim. No one was going to look for him there, it would seem.

Jesus then comes back to Bethany, to the home of Mary and Martha, where Mary then anoints Jesus’ feet with perfumed oil, which upsets Judas who says it could have been sold to give aid to the poor. The way Jesus rebukes Judas suggests that perhaps she didn’t pour all of the oil on him since he said she might keep it for his burial.

Jesus then proceeds to enter into Jerusalem, humbly riding on a donkey as people shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the king of Israel!” Herein was part of the problem the priest and Pharisees had with Jesus; he was being treated as a king in part because so many people saw Lazarus alive after dying. Jesus power over death was causing him to gain many followers. The High Priest basically rules Judea, the Pharisees had great influence on the people and the Sanhedrin, who would agree that Jesus should die were all relatives of former high priests, so they had reason to see Jesus taken out of the picture.

It doesn’t take long for Jesus to start looking directly at his approaching death, so much so that when some Greek people approach Philip, who then talks to Andrew, who them talks to Jesus, the reply given is, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” We don’t even know who Jesus said this to or if he ever even talked to the Greeks, but Jesus has been given an indicator that the time has come. He doesn’t just mean that his time to die has come because to be glorified has a different kind of meaning.

Jesus always sought to glorify the Father in all that he said and did. This meant that people would always see the greatness of God and the love and concern He had for His people. As Greek people who very likely had become Jewish were now becoming interested in Jesus it would be time for the greatness of Jesus to shine forth to all nations. The name Greek very often referred to all Gentiles, all those who were presently outside the faith but who were part of the nations that Jesus came to die for. This visit made it clear to John and to others that Jesus did not come just for the Jews.

Jesus then gave a lessen that may seem a bit obscure but which when understood does make sense. He starts of with “Amen, Amen” which means this is really important, try to understand. The first part was speaking of Jesus when he said, “unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” If Jesus dies and stays in the grave there is nothing more but if he rises there will fruit, a crop, which in this case will be disciples and witnesses, believers who will continue to give glory to God the Father and the Son for all that they have done and continue to do.

Jesus then went on to say that whoever loves his life will lose it and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. What he was getting at is the reality that if you seek the glory in this life and love what you have now, rejecting God and loving your sin, then there will be no resurrection to eternal life in heaven. But if you reject your sinfulness and repent of it, placing your faith in Christ who died and rose from the dead you will rise with him to eternal life.

If we are the fruit of the Son’s death and resurrection, then our life is not our own to do with as we wish. Rather, our life’s desire should be to give glory to the Father by way of His Son through the working of the Holy Spirit, through whose working we have been reborn, springing anew from the grave. 

In closing, you may remember that at the wedding at Cana, when Jesus was told that there was no more wine, he said, “My time has not yet come.” Jesus didn’t come to earth to be remembered for his miracles, but that the miracles would serve as additional signs of who Jesus is and where he had come from. Giving glory to God by merely doing earthly acts was not the mission on which he was sent. Rather, here with Passover coming and Palm Sunday starting that observance, the day on which the Passover lambs were sacrificed, Jesus said now was the time the purpose that would give glory to God and give hope to the world. Jesus must die so all might rise with him, if they believe. Amen.
