Easter 6 (May 10, 2026)
John 14:15-21 (Series A)
Loved to Love

This past week brought an interesting post by a mother into radio conversation. The mother said that if her children have toys outside at the park or wherever they do not need to share because other children should have brought their own toys to play with. The general responses to this statement was that the mother was wrong. One person said the she better not come over to their house looking to borrow a cup od sugar, because she should have planned ahead and provided for herself. I think this example connects to our Gospel reading pretty well on the natter of showing love that Jesus addresses.

Keeping the commandments and doing good is an area in which many people struggle, not because knowing what is good is the problem but rather the reason for doing good seems to be an issue. This can be true even for people who consider themselves to be Christians.

Do you treat someone respectfully because they have treated you respectfully? Do you treat someone well because you want something from them, or because they have already done something for you? Or, do treat them well because it is the right thing to do regardless of how they have treated you? Or, one more angle, do you treat them well because Jesus loves you and has done good things for you, especially because he gave you the gift of eternal life by dying on the cross for your sins?

Jesus said, “If you love, me you will keep my commandments.” So, what is our motivation? Are we supposed to keep the commandments in order to earn the Lord’s love? No! 

If we don’t keep the commandments will Jesus stop loving us? No!

The reason for keeping the commandments lies in the intent of the commandments. They were given as teaching tools so that we might know what love looks like. And they were taught to us by the one who is love. Jesus shows us the heart of God, who desires that it would be well with us and for all people. Scripture tells us that while we were still in our sin God sent his Son to redeem us from our sins. He loved us first. He made us to live with him forever, but we blew it. But God in His love and mercy sent a Savior to restore us instead of being done with us and disinheriting us.

What we see of God through Jesus is a love exists for others all the time. It is not a love shown only if we respond to it correctly. It is not a love conditioned on reciprocity, meaning we have to do something in return before he does something for us again. Many a marriage has fallen apart because acts of love had to be done in a 50/50 sort of way. But love isn’t 50/50, it is 100 percent commitment to the other, whereby both parties give completely but without measuring who did more and then holding back if not enough was done.

Conditional love is not what we are talking about when it comes to Jesus. Instead, He loved us so much that he died for us but also sent the Holy Spirit to dwell with us to support us and because of this love we respond back to him in how we interact with others.

The commandments are really the love responses to having first been loved. Because we are loved by someone who is completely faithful to us we act in ways that are faithful to the good and holy desires of the one who loved us first. Therefore, because we have been given what we need we don’t need to steal and deprive someone else of what they have been given. In fact, because we have been given, we see others in need and give instead of taking. Because we are loved we do not steal love that belongs to someone else by having an affair. Instead, we encourage others to love their spouses and keep our focus on our spouses, children, and others to whom we should be committed.

These are just two examples of showing love for the love the Lord first showed to us. If we recall the meanings to the commandments as Martin Luther explained them to us we see that it is out of love for God and therefore out of love for others that we do good to other and thereby are simultaneously showing love for God. Jesus framed it up for us, when asked about the greatest commandment, when he said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your mind” and followed that with, “and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Love is evidence of faith because it is a response to love from God. Love shows that we have accepted the Lord’s act of unselfish love toward us and we can then rest secure in knowing that we are loved by the Father. The Father sees the Son in us and brings us to himself. We were loved to love, so let the love flow. Amen.
