Lent 4 (March 15, 2026)
John 9:1-41 (series A)
Unblinded by the Light

What is the danger of looking up at the sun for an extended period of time, especially during an eclipse? You could do damage to your eyes or perhaps even go blind. While natural sunlight is necessary for life on earth, there are situations where too much light is bad.

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus heals a man who was born blind by putting mud on his eyes. He gives him sight, which he had never known until that moment. From the reaction of some there was amazement and wonder over how this could happen while with others like the Pharisees you would think that this was a bad thing, or at least highly suspect.

The situation had started as Jesus and the disciple encounter a man who was blind since birth. The disciples asked Jesus to tell them whose sin it was that had brought this condition, his own sin or that of his parents. Jesus tells them that this situation is an opportunity for the works of God to be displayed.

After the man had washed is eyes in the pool at Siloam, he returns to amazed neighbors who were totally sure it was him because this event was almost unbelievable. When they asked how this happened, he said a man named Jesus had done it. Curious here is that this miracle was quite random in nature because this man didn’t know who Jesus was previously.

Now, for whatever reason his neighbors took him to some Pharisees. This shouldn’t have been necessary since Pharisees had no official authority to decide anything about the condition of this man, but they sure were curious. They asked how this happened on the Sabbath, probably to discover if Jesus had broken any Sabbath laws. Since Jesus was often called rabbi he should be observing all restrictions placed on rabbis. Among the 39 forbidden tasks was working with clay, or dirt, so Jesus was working on the Sabbath. This made Jesus a sinner and therefore incapable of performing a miracle.

It is interesting that Jesus is to be beholden to rule the Pharisees made up, especially since God set aside the sabbath day for man not for himself. Jesus is God which makes him Lord of the Sabbath, which is a good thing because we would be at much greater risk every seventh day. It should be noted that in Jesus taking the dirt of the ground, the clay, and putting on the man’s eyes to restore his sight, flaws brought about by the general curse of sin were being undone, pointing towards the day when all things will be restored. If you think about it, everything Jesus said and every miracle he performed was working to set everything right. In the world as God first made it there was no hunger, thirst, blindness, lameness, hearing impairment, or death. Jesus was showing how it will be again.

It is important to observe that the man born blind could see that Jesus was from God while the sighted scholars couldn’t see it. They were blinded by their own arrogance while the miracle made it all clear that Jesus had to be from God or else he would be unable to do the things he does. Interestingly, Jesus revealed himself to be the Son of Man, which meant the Messiah, to a man who was blind to the truth, perhaps because the Pharisees had put blinders on their faith by telling them lies. Now the blinders were off, he was unblinded by the light of Christ as the one sent from heaven. He needed the hope that he basically had been denied but now he knew. For those who would deny him they would remain spiritually blind. They couldn’t see it and didn’t want to listen in order to learn.

That problem continues today both with leaders in the church, with some members, and with many who willingly and deliberately are outside the church of Jesus Christ. The devil has turned many hearts away and yet there are millions living blind at the moment waiting for the moment when the light of Christ leads them to see and shows them the way. May we pray to be a part of the mission to unblind the world with the saving light. Amen.
