7th Sunday of Easter (May 17, 2026)
1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11 (Series A)
No Surprises

As we look at what the apostle Peter has to say in our epistle reading today, we might note that this isn’t the beginning of his letter but her sure jumps in with a significant message to the Christian in several regions within the Roman empire. While the regions were in the northeast area above the Mediterranean Sea they were certainly in reach.

Peter said to not be surprised by the fiery trials when they come. Why would he say there would be fiery trials? A little historical timeline may be helpful in this case. There seems to be historical dis agreement on this but yet it would appear that Peter was in Rome, perhaps at the time of Rome burning when Nero was emperor in the year 64AD, or a little after. Peter was killed around the year 67 or 68AD so whether he was there or not the burning of Rome was recent news and Nero blamed the Christians for it, perhaps to keep people from thinking he had set the fires in order to have a large space for the new palace he wanted to build.

Prior to this it had not been illegal to be a Christian as they were largely thought of as a branch of Judaism. But now things would change as Christians would be arrested and especially significant leaders would be put to death as Peter and Paul were. So, sometime prior to Peter being put to death he writes perhaps with the fires of Rome and the fires of hell and the fiery hatred that believers in these regions might face I time to come in his mind. All these images work within Peter’s writing.

Fire isn’t the worry, but rather the tests to their faith that they would likely face at some point they should be prepared for and have the right mindset to handle it. The same goes for us as well. If we are living our faith as Christians should and people get angry at us Peter says we should rejoice because it means his glory is showing through to them. The problem is that they are resistant to the message of Jesus and if intimidation or hateful acts will get you to go away or stop proclaiming Jesus they are willing to lash out against you.

Jesus never did anything wrong and as we obviously know people put him to death. There was recently a Christian man who had just convert from Islam who was trapped by family and others and for punishment they cut off his hands. A false religion as Islam is seeks to keep control of their people through fear and intimidation. This man knew that but was willing to risk his life for the truth of Jesus Christ. Christians do not rule people but rather pray that people will hear the words of God and Jesus as savior and come to him, because you can’t make people believe.

Suffering may come from the hands of those how don’t believe and names may be called out of their fear that they might be wrong. Silence the witness and then there is no charge to be brought against them. A modern example though not of a Christian nature is the law in California that was enacted against Nick Shirley and people like him; that anyone who informs on crimes being committed that involve government programs can be fined and imprisoned. The unjust are afraid of judgment and so seek to silence the just.

But don’t be afraid for as Jesus was glorified by the Father for being faithful so will we be given glory by the Father. So, don’t be surprised. Stand firm in the fire and rejoice in Christ your Savior. Amen.
