RETHER BELL MIDDLETON SCHOLARSHIP

Qualified students must have a 2.0 GPA. Please choose one of the prompts below and write a
three-paragraph essay. Please use the title for the prompt. The rubric is attached for your
guidance.

1. A Person Who Inspires You

Prompt:
Identify a person who has influenced your life in a meaningful way. How have they shaped
your values, goals, or outlook on life?

Purpose: Reveals values and personal influences.

2. Leadership Through Action

Prompt:
Describe a leadership role you have taken inside or outside of school. What did you learn
about leadership, and how will you apply those lessons in the future?

Purpose: Assesses leadership qualities beyond titles.

3. Your Academic Passion

Prompt:
What subject or area of learning excites you the most? Explain why this interest matters to
you and how you plan to pursue it beyond high school.

Purpose: Demonstrates curiosity, engagement, and long-term vision.

4. Failure as a Learning Experience

Prompt:
Write about a time you failed or made a mistake. What did you learn, and how did the
experience help you grow?

Purpose: Shows maturity, reflection, and perseverance.



High School Scholarship Essay Criteria (Rubric)

Purpose
The scholarship essay should demonstrate the student’s academic readiness, character, goals, and
potential impact, while showcasing strong writing skills.

Evaluation Criteria & Descriptions

1. Response to the Prompt (20 points)

o Fully addresses the essay prompt

e Answers all parts of the question

o Stays focused and relevant throughout the essay
Excellent (18-20): Thoughtful, complete, and clearly aligned with the prompt
Good (14-17): Mostly addresses the prompt with minor gaps
Fair (10—13): Partially addresses the prompt or lacks focus
Poor (0-9): Does not address the prompt or goes off-topic

2. Personal Insight & Authenticity (20 points)
o Shares genuine personal experiences, reflections, or challenges
o Demonstrates honesty, self-awareness, and originality
e Avoids clichés and generic responses
Excellent: Clear personal voice, memorable story or insight
Good: Some personal detail, may lack depth
Fair: Limited or vague personal connection
Poor: Impersonal, artificial, or copied-sounding

3. Clarity of Goals & Motivation (15 points)

o Explains academic, career, or community goals

e Shows motivation for pursuing higher education

o Connects scholarship to future plans
Excellent: Goals are clear, realistic, and well explained
Good: Goals stated but not fully developed
Fair: Goals are vague or unclear
Poor: No discernible goals

4. Organization & Structure (15 points)

e Has a strong introduction, body, and conclusion

o Ideas flow logically with effective transitions

o Paragraphs are clear and purposeful
Excellent: Well-organized and easy to follow
Good: Mostly organized with minor issues
Fair: Organization is inconsistent or confusing
Poor: Disorganized or hard to follow

5. Use of Evidence & Examples (10 points)
e Supports ideas with specific examples or experiences



o Demonstrates growth, leadership, service, or resilience
Excellent: Strong, specific, and relevant examples
Good: Examples provided but not fully developed
Fair: Few or weak examples
Poor: No supporting examples

6. Writing Quality & Mechanics (15 points)
e Proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure
e Appropriate tone and word choice for a formal audience
Excellent: Polished, clear, and error-free
Good: Minor errors that do not affect understanding
Fair: Frequent errors that distract the reader
Poor: Errors seriously interfere with meaning

7. Overall Impact (5 points)
e Leaves a strong, positive impression
e Persuades the reader the student is deserving of the scholarship
Excellent: Memorable and compelling
Good: Clear but not memorable
Fair: Weak conclusion or limited impact
Poor: No lasting impression

Total Score: 100 Points

Optional Expectations for Students
e Word count: 500-750 words
o Font: 12-point, Times New Roman
e Spacing: Double-spaced
e Original work only



