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'No 
quick fix 
to crilile' 
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Right approach is key, says head of agency 
by JOSUt RAMIRl!z NELSON 

jos1..enelson,a:nationrews.com 

THE PROel.EM OF CRIMI In larbadoo and 
the region Is manageable gi .. n the right 
app,aact,. 

The view ie shared by directors orthe 
Caribbean Safety Agency <CSA), a training 
initiative primarily owned by Barbadians 
who aerved in low enforcement and 
mililaries in the United Kingdom and 
United States. 

ln an interview with the DAILY 
NATION. co-<lirector or the agency, 
Anthony Leacock, said the path towards 
resolving criminal elements dces not come 
with "a quick fix" and requires the right 
equipment, resources and mindset. 

"I see the situation as not impossible to 
deal with; you can get ahead of it but we 

need the right people, the right mindset, 
equipment. resources," be said. 

"Jt'e not going to be a quick fix. 
They're going to have to be meticulous. 
They need guidance and leadershjp as weU 
as leaders that know what they're doing 
and are trained to investigate these types 
of offences becau11e they're going to have to 
guide the officers into the next step, .. 
he ndded. 

A retired member of the London 
Metropolitan Police. Barbadian-born 
Leacock draws on his experience as a 
top-level criminal investigator with more 
than 20 years' experience, managing 
investigations on anti-corruption, 
counter-terrorism, terrorism security, 
organised crime, sexual offences, child 
abuse and online sexual exploitation. 
~ a member of the newly founded CSA. 

he seeks to bring law enforcement training 

to the Caribbean. The agency has been in 
the background supplying training to the 
Regional Security System for more than 
ten years. 

In October, the veteran lawmen 
created the formal entity with an aim to 
provide more conaistent and specialised 
training ncro88 the Caribbean and here in 
Barbados. 

'"We are a relatively new initiative . 
So we're now trying to get ourselves out 
there and get ourselvea known so we can 
get started and bring law enforcement 
to the standard that we know Barbadian 
officers and other Caribbean officers are 
capable of getting there," he said. 

Expanding on the agency's training 
methods, Leacock noted that the 
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Community policing, informants critical, says veteran 
From""9<1. 

programme i• about training officers 
from the ground up. leading them in 
buic detective t.raininc, advanced 
detective t.raining. training in aex 
crimc11 and 11Cxual oifencN and 
teaching officers to be mon victim• 
focu.00 lhnn 11u11pcct,focwed. 

"Our focua on the victim i11 about 
the delivery of the aervice: he aatd. 

"We'N! looking at ,u.apect 
interview• because of\en y.,u tend lO 
view all 11u11peda in the same way -

:~~~i:,/:i!= ~~::tco~•i!° 
level of crime that they're committin1. 

•We're look.in1 at teachba officer. 
how lo inve1ligate onlinc ,ex crimee, 

online child abuae crimet. So. we'l't! 
k>oking at dealing with indecent 
imagH of childrffl, diJctribution, 

=: ~~~1~,c:-~~~ed. 
The veteran lawman 11aid he kept 

a close eye on the crime situation in 
Baroadol. and in the proceu ,hared 
110me of hi.I iru1i1ht into the criminal 
element.II in the country. 

Drawing on hi.I e.sperieoce, he 
expreseed 11.n urgency for more 
pro&C1.ive action and the u,e or 
h!chnoloe on behalr or polict!, a focUI 

:.:=.i~:!if:°e!:~:~ and human 

"I would like I.O tee the polke beinc 
more proactive in gelling out ahNd 
of the.e type. of crimes. became 
Barbados it amall and you know word 
travel.a really quickly. ao we would 
inve1t more in rommunity policiJla:. 

1'hc &rbados Police (Servitt) 
alao needa to look at developin.a 
AOutte unit. like human int.ellieen<e.. 
We're looking at dcvelopina,. properly 
11.nd correctly, human IOUttff or 
intelligence, to i! word ,ret.t out that 
someone it eoin& to eet caught Of' that 
thcre'1 a hit on him, wejwrt need togo 
and grab him off the at.roet and brin&: 
them into prottttive cu.t.ody for their 
own ufety," he uid. 

Leacock aLlo I.Ouched on the 
propagation of illegal firearm.a,, 

and 1treued the need for border 
reinforcement and deeper 
invet:tiptiom into pertonnel at key 
AttfflpoinU.. 

"Again.. we need the right reaourCN. 
It'• all eoinc to be down to re&0urcea 
- human 1nt.elligenC't'. and f!C\uipme.nt, 
and bavine the ri.Jht people in the 
rieht plaaw. We know firearm. are 
roming into the Ulland. We know 
they're roming illegally. We ju.11 
need to identify where the bot 1pot.a 
are and who the people are - •tart 
~lopinc proective investigations 
agaiMt t.heee people. But again, to do 
that, we need ttto0urttt - manpower, 
and equiFment. Again, that'• what it'• 
pine to Clme down I.O - invntment: 
heodded. 
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