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Push for better approach

to domestic violence

The Caribbean Safety Agency la
continuwing its push to help strengthen
loeal law enforcement, targeting
improvements in respenees o sexual
o]t ehild protective liws and
oounber terrorE .

It is a continuation of the intensive

training which the ageney has
gr-wid(-d to the Regional Security
yetem sinee Oetober 2024, according

to co-director of the agency, Anthon
Leacodk. ¥
A retired member of the London
BMetropolitan Police (MET Polloe,
Ba lan-harn Leacock atressed
on the need to improeve apon law
enforeement’s approach to domestic
violenee in its many forms.

“We're looktdng to deal with domestie
violenwe which is mow a public interest
crime, And when I say publie interest,
T mean it affects the soclal morality
of the coumtry, it affects the health
service. One domestic violepce murder
1& ks one too many, especially
W nt.l:.&ll:hd.lvld.l.l.ﬂl t\:mplmnant,ur
the victim have had ious
contact with police,” he sai

Lescock draws on his eXperiencs as
criminal inveatigator with more than
2 years of experience in managing

investigations on anti-
secirity, nma.n.iﬂni crime,
sexual offences, child
abuee and online sexual
loitation,
veteran lawman
explained that their
con mw.ﬂlﬁl&tﬂg
OIS EH
cases of eatle wiolemee
a3 well as stalking and
haraesment.
“Oine of the
we'ra ooking at doing,
eapeclally arnund‘ﬂglmg
with violence against
wnmen and girls, is how
law enforeement interacts

v PABOrTews OO

with people who've been sexually
assaulted. So we're looking at that .
+» eensitivity and re-victimisation . .
- looking to rectify all that and we're
Iwkmqta take that [seriouslyl.

“Were looking at teaching the
officers here how to deal with stalking
and harassment, which iz a huge issue
agpain, and e gone unnoticed and 1t
an issne where, before 1 retired in the
UK, we wers under pressure for the
way they wera dealing with stalking
and harassment,” he said,

Leacock sabd the lack of care given
o gender-based crimes volving
wolen was not exclusive to the
Caribhean and was often tied to
normalised salture, poliey and

that organkaations woold
need to reform.

Annther print of fozue the training
APENCY mﬂﬁlatlsddld protection
and handling senslitive cases, meloding
cnline pexual abuss which involves the
uploading. or eha of
mdmnt Images n-fchnﬁ rin

Counter-terrorism and training
responses for front-line workers is
another area where they will lock to

tra He that
m:na?mﬂm umnl . Barbadis

wag not immune to terrorism,
capectally as it boast the status of a
first world Caribbean coutry

“We're not immune to i and I won't
sny that we are on anyhodys redar,
because [ don't know that for sure,
But 'm just golng to say anything can
happen at any time. It's oot to =ay that
somebody wouldn't eome and plant an
exploaive device in a hag asd it
in a public space.

“Ba, it's all about teach'ng front-line
afficers and to the polnt

where they see an LRGoe0m
and it radses suspleion. Or you walk
i the streat. through a B[

and yon see semesns just deliberataly

BARBADOS W1

Co-director of the
Caribbean Safety

bag somewhere and walk away.
i do b you saw that?
We're n.utlmmun.a mﬂhwmh%
uﬂmrsandgetungthepuhlltm
stage where they see it, think it and
act on it,” be ndded,
1 the future, the ageney will look
to lh!mlul:l 1 digital forensic hub,
in the wse of technolegy to
curﬁve&m& devices for information
without tampering with the prodwect
ﬁdmulﬁlgnﬂim ﬂ"uﬂtu-
proficient in dealing with conflict
resiluthon
Leacock alao beaped prakse on
Barbados' law enforcement, hailing it
A= pne of the beat m the region. (JHEN)



