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Interpretation & Language 
Justice

2



What are we 
hoping to get 
out of today?

● Changes to immigration 
policies since last week

● Fourth Amendment 
refresher & the importance 
of KYRs 

● Making a family 
preparedness plan

3



Recent Changes to 
Immigration Policies under 
the Trump Administration 
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Resources

https://nipnlg.org/work/resources

https://nipnlg.org/work/resources


Know Your Rights 
Presentations 



Agenda

● Why do we do know 
your rights (KYR) 
presentations?

● Fourth Amendment 
refresher
○ In the home
○ At work
○ In the car
○ At school (K-12)
○ In a place of worship
○ In a hospital
○ In public
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Why KYR?
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Why do we do KYR?
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● Prevent arrests
● Hold government accountable for violations
● Help people understand and navigate risks
● Build power



Fourth Amendment refresher
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Only talking about Fourth 
Amendment rights with immigration 
agencies!
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The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has several agencies that work in 
different components of our immigration system. Two immigration agencies under 
DHS that arrest people: ICE & CBP

The rules for immigration agencies differ from the rules for police, because ICE & 
CBP are administrative agencies enforcing civil law. 

But it’s the same Fourth Amendment that limits the power to search and arrest in 
both contexts.

People have Fourth Amendment protections where they have a “reasonable 
expectation of privacy.” The degree of protection varies depending on the 
person’s location.



What happens if ICE/CBP violate 
the Fourth Amendment?
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● Sometimes can be helpful in a person’s immigration case, 
especially if there is a record of the violation
○ Record can include a declaration!

● If ICE/CBP violate the Fourth Amendment enough in a specific 
way, can sometimes get a court to say that ICE/CBP can’t do 
that anymore.
○ Southern California ruse arrests example

● Can raise awareness of ICE/CBP tactics and of ICE/CBP abuses, 
which can build power



In the home

The home has the greatest Fourth 
Amendment protections.

ICE/CBP cannot enter your home 
without a judicial warrant or your 
consent.*

ICE/CBP will almost never have a 
judicial warrant (a warrant signed 
by a judge)!

The key is to avoid giving your 
consent.
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Without a warrant, ICE/CBP can’t do 
anything that any other person couldn’t do.

Can your neighbor knock on your door? Yes. 
Can your neighbor ask to come in? Yes.
Can your neighbor come in without your 
permission? NO!

* CBP can enter private lands within 25 feet 
of border/coastline but cannot enter homes 
without a warrant



What will ICE say to get your 
consent?
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ICE/CBP will LIE! We have examples of ICE pretending to be the police, 
FBI, even the IRS.

ICE/CBP will tell you they have a warrant, but it will almost always be 
an administrative warrant, which DOES NOT give them permission to 
enter your home.

They will wait for you to open the door and then step inside.

They will enter even if children answer the door.



What does an 
administrativ
e warrant 
look like?
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Another 
example
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Key components of an administrative warrant
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Name of agency; says warrant 
for arrest of “alien”

Authorizes immigration 
officer under the INA

Signed by an officer! NOT a judge!



What does a 
judicial 
warrant look 
like?
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Key components of a judicial warrant
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Has the name of a COURT; the case 
number, and says what kind of 
warrant it is

Very specific date and time 
and SIGNED BY A JUDGE



What should I say when ICE/CBP 
is at my door?

● DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR
● Ask for warrant (slide UNDER THE DOOR)
● Ask to see badge (show through the window)
● Say “I do not give my consent to enter,” or “You do not have my 

permission to enter.”
○ Say this even if ICE/CBP has already entered!

● Do not give consent to search
● Ask to speak with your lawyer
● SAY NOTHING ELSE - You have the right to remain silent
● DO NOT show an ID from your country of origin
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At work

● Most workplaces have both 
public and private spaces. A 
private space is anywhere the 
public cannot enter without 
permission
○ Break room
○ “Employees only”

● ICE/CBP need a judicial warrant 
or the employer’s permission 
to enter any private work 
spaces

● ICE/CBP can enter any public 
spaces without a warrant of 
any kind

21

Without a judicial warrant 
or employer consent, 
ICE/CBP can only do what 
other members of the 
public can do in the 
workplace!



Public vs. Private

● Starbucks
○ What about the break 

room?
● Wal-Mart

○ Where would still be 
private?

● Family-owned store
● Hotel

● Amazon warehouse
● Factory
● Packing plant
● Someone else’s home
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What should I do…

Before ICE/CBP comes to 
work
● Organize!
● Educate your employer

If ICE/CBP is already at work
● If ICE/CBP does not have a warrant 

for your arrest (even an admin 
warrant) they have evidence to 
back up their suspicion in order to 
arrest you
○ Do not run
○ Do not say anything
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Specific Home/Work Situations

Remember: ICE/CBP cannot enter private areas without permission
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Apartment Buildings
● ICE/CBP can access public areas 

(lobby, etc.) but protections for 
home apply to your apartment

● Landlord cannot allow ICE/CBP 
to enter apartment without the 
renter’s permission

Construction/Agricultural Jobs
● ICE/CBP can access an open field 

or a public street without a 
warrant

● But not factories or private job 
sites not open to public

● Do not run and do not answer 
any questions 



In the car

● ICE/CBP are allowed to pull 
people over if they have 
reasonable suspicion

● Often ICE pulls people over if 
they already have an 
administrative warrant for 
their arrest

● ICE/CBP still cannot search 
your car without a judicial 
warrant or your consent.

● Do not run
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ICE most often targets people they have 
already identified and already have an 
administrative warrant for. This is what 
the administrative warrant is for: 
allowing them to make arrests in public 
places. 

If they do not have the administrative 
warrant, they can only make arrests 
based on evidence that they can 
explain.



What if ICE/CBP pulls me over?
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● Hand over driver’s license if you have it, registration, and 
proof of insurance and stay calm

● Do not lower the window any more than necessary to pass 
the documents

● Say you are remaining silent and want to speak to a lawyer
● Some people have chosen to remain in their vehicles and 

wait for ICE to leave – can be risky but can work
● Say you do not consent to a search



Immigration 
Checkpoints

CBP operates “checkpoints” within 100 
miles of a US border

Everyone driving through a checkpoint 
is stopped

At checkpoints, CBP can ask about 
immigration status, request 
documentation to verify citizenship, 
and inspect the car from the outside 
without any reason

If CBP has no reason to believe that an 
immigration violation/crime has 
occurred: 
● CBP cannot ask questions unrelated 

to verifying citizenship
● CBP cannot keep you for an 

extended period
● CBP cannot search your car or 

belongings

● You always have the right to 
remain silent

● Never flee from a checkpoint
● Never lie or give fake documents
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At school
Focusing here on K-12 schools, 
because they are more often 
closed campuses, meaning the 
school regulates who can come on 
campus and where they can go.

This is key, because that means 
that at least some of the school 
will be a private, as opposed to a 
public space. 

Colleges and universities tend to 
have more public campuses.

● Without a judicial warrant – which 
ICE/CBP rarely has – ICE/CBP can’t 
enter non-public areas of a school 
without consent.

● Most schools at least have visitor 
policies that apply to the general 
public 

● During the first Trump Administration, 
many schools developed policies 
related to ICE/CBP. Key parts were:
○ Identifying and limiting who has 

the authority to permit ICE/CBP to 
enter (often the Superintendent 
with the General Counsel’s advice)

○ Limiting entry to times when it is 
legally required (i.e., a judicial 
warrant)

● Drop-off and pick-up areas may be 
more vulnerable
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Places of 
worship
Places of worship (like churches 
or mosques) are largely open to 
the public, but will usually have 
some portion that is private, 
such as an office, prep room, or 
even housing for personnel. 

● Same rules apply – without a 
judicial warrant, ICE/CBP can 
only access public areas of a 
place of worship

● Establish a protocol for who 
has authority to consent to 
enter private areas of the 
place of worship & for 
refusing consent

● Establish a protocol for 
asking ICE/CBP officers to 
leave
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In a hospital

Hospitals/clinics also have both 
public and private areas.

For example, a waiting room 
may be open to the public, but 
individuals must be invited to 
enter examination rooms, 
certain offices, and medical 
records areas.

● Again – ICE/CBP need a 
judicial warrant or consent 
to enter any private areas

● Consider visually separating 
areas where patients receive 
treatment from public areas

● Establish a protocol for how 
to respond to ICE/CBP 
entering hospital

● Patients – you do not have 
to give your immigration 
status to get medical care
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In public

● ICE/CBP can approach anyone on 
the street and ask questions. 
Before you answer any question, 
ask “Am I free to go?” and, if 
they say yes, walk away calmly.

● If they say no, do not answer any 
questions; say you are remaining 
silent and ask for a lawyer.

● Do not run
● Do not resist arrest
● Do not lie
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Again, ICE/CBP rarely targets 
people in public. But if they do, 
they have to have a reason based 
on evidence. 

Is speaking Spanish in public is 
good enough evidence for 
ICE/CBP to arrest someone? NO! 

ICE/CBP also cannot make an 
arrest based solely on someone’s 
race or ethnicity.



If you are arrested by ICE/CBP…
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● DO NOT lie or give a false name or document
● DO NOT sign anything
● REMAIN SILENT except to ask for a lawyer.
● If the arrest takes place in the home, let the officer 

know of any children and anyone who has a medical 
condition requiring care.



Rapid Response and 
Emergency Preparedness



Agenda
● What is rapid 

response and how 
can I prepare?

● How can I prepare 
myself and my 
family?
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What is rapid response?
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“Rapid response” broadly refers to organizing and advocacy 
practices intended to mobilize the community to help individuals 

or groups of people who have been arrested by immigration.

Talk to people in your community and start making plans now!

Think through the needs in your community & make a plan



How can I prepare rapid 
response?
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● How would this work in your community?
● Common Rapid Response elements:

○ Reporting raids
○ Locating loved ones who have been detained
○ Responding to community needs
○ Finding legal support for individuals in detention
○ Advocating for release of individuals in detention
○ Coordinating larger advocacy efforts



Emergency 
Preparedness

For yourself

For your family
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How can I get myself 
ready for what’s to come?



How can I prepare myself?

38

● Keep medications and assistive devices handy
● Have an emergency contact outside of your household
● Gather important documents (medical, work, rent, 

immigration) and store them securely in a single place
● Memorize important numbers

○ Family member(s), lawyer, community 
contact/organization



How can I prepare my family?
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● Talk to your family members about a plan
● If you have minor children – arrange for their care

○ Limited power of attorney forms can be helpful (state 
specific)

○ Have emergency contact/caretaker aware of medications or 
medical needs of children

○ Communication with school about alternate caretaker
○ Collect important documents for children

● Have family members memorize important phone numbers



Thank you!
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Upcoming 
Seminars 

February 20, 2025
Removal Defense Webinar: Understanding and Overcoming Bars 
to Relief  Triggered by a Prior Removal Order 
(presented in English)

February 25, 2025
Community Defender Training on Expedited Removal
(presented in English, Spanish, and additional languages upon 
request)

March 5, 2025 through March 19, 2025
March Mandamus (presented in English)

March 4, 2025 through April 15, 2025
6 week, 12 webinar Removal Defense Course 
(presented in English)

Visit our website to learn more and join today: 
www.nipnlg.org/seminars.html 41


