
An opportunity to invest directly into Appalachia 
through a high growth investment vehicle

Strictly Private & Confidential



Background and 
Mission

• Appalachian Economic Development Fund (AppEcoDev) is a 
diverse consortium of professionals with wide range of 
experience encompassing long careers in the entrepreneurial 
private sector, government and military. 

• AppEcoDev’s mission is to raise private capital that will allow us 
to expand prosperity in the Appalachian Region by leveraging a 
thoughtful combination of venture and growth equity, capital, 
business strategy advisory, with state and federal economic 
development programs. 

• We realize Appalachia boasts a significant number of 
underutilized assets that can be redeployed into new 
businesses and growing industries and that its workforce is an 
untapped resource many  businesses have overlooked.

• Appalachia is within a day’s drive of 56% of the US population 
giving businesses here great geographic proximity to their 
markets.

• Our analysis shows that businesses that expand or relocate 
here will outperform businesses selecting other locations.



Investment Thesis

Appalachia is well positioned for growth

A false perception has discounted the world’s 
understanding of Appalachia’s opportunity.

While considerable energy resources remain, 
there is a significantly greater untapped resource: 
human capital available for new sustainable, long 
term businesses and investment.

Appalachia is considered the leading low cost 
highly skilled and dedicated labor force on the 
planet. Ripe for Advanced Manufacturing, 
Technology, Agriculture and Cleantech.

Some of the most productive plants in the world 
are in Appalachia thanks to their dedicated 
workforce.

Significant opportunity to leverage 
economic development resources

A tremendous amount of economic development 
capital is being put into the region available for 
corporate development.

Existing and new entrants are well positioned to 
take advantage of the economic development 
incentives and underutilized labor pool.

New capital investment presents a fast growth 
opportunity for investors willing to leverage the 
human capital hungry for change and new 
opportunities.

We are the team to employ this 
opportunity

We are entrepreneurs and financiers who have 
worked hand in glove with economic development 
offices.

We know who to talk to in in the region and how 
to align business models for success here.

We know the market, where to work and how to 
get things done. Our team and advisors have over 
100 years combined experience in Appalachia.

We know which businesses will thrive and provide 
good and long term returns and have the 
background and wisdom to ensures those 
businesses see success.



Opportunity zone – Deferred 
and eliminated taxes

• AppEcoDev will create special Opportunity Zone funds 
to solicit contributions of capital gains from investors. 
Under the 2017 Tax Act, capital gains invested in an OZ 
business can defer taxes on the gains for 5 or 7 years 
with 10% and 15% reductions of the cap gains tax
respectively. 

• Most importantly, if the investment remains in an OZ 
business for 10 years, all capital gains achieved from 
the investment are eliminated through a basis step up.

• In a unique approach, AppEcoDev will qualify its fund 
management LLC as an Opportunity Zone business. 



Deal Opportunity Markets

• Hemp derived CBD

• Farming through  
green house 
systems on AML

Agricultural

• Materials

• Renewable Equipment

• Specialized Equipment

Manufacturing

• Natural Gas/LNG

• Mid Stream 
pipelines

• Power Generation 
projects 

• Renewable Energy

Energy

• Rare earth 
elements

• ShaleXchange –
produced fluids 
recycling platform

• Software

• Cybersecurity

Technology

• National roofing 
contractor

• National electric 
contractor

• Major ED support 
for training 
facilities

Work Force Dev



Support from local leaders  
for our unique fund concept
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Support from local leaders  
for our unique fund concept

U
S 

Se
n

at
o

r 
M

an
ch

in



Summary: Why Invest with AEDF -- why 
Appalachia?

Businesses relocating to or 
expanding in Appalachia have 

proven to have lower costs and 
higher productivity = higher returns

State, regional and national policy 
is favoring putting the workforce in 

Appalachia back to work with 
greater incentives than in any other 

region

Geographic Proximity – Appalachia 
is located within a day’s drive of 

56% of the US economy

Opportunity Zones are ripe 
throughout the region providing 
tax leverage to investments here

AppEcoDev has the experience, 
local partners, network and 
political support to quickly 

capitalize on the above benefits 
and make new businesses 

successful, providing a solid return 
to our investors



Thank you!   
Please visit us at:
www.appecodev.com

31 Baltimore Street Suite 101 
Cumberland, MD 21502

http://www.appecodev.com/

