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The PATRIOT Newsletter 
June 18, 2016   Volume 36  #6  

Ozark Mountain Chapter,    Springfield, MO 
Missouri Society   

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Next Scheduled Meeting 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Ozark Mountain 

Chapter will be held Saturday, July 16, 2016, at  

Ozarks Technical College (OTC), Room 108, Spring-

field, Missouri, at 9:00 A.M. 

 

Minutes from the OMCSAR Chapter Meeting, 

June 18, 2016 

 

President Philbrick called the Meeting to order at 9:10 

A.M. at the Ozarks Technical College, Room 108, 

with 19 members and 15 guests present. 

 

Compatriot Chaplain McCoy delivered the Invocation, 

which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and 

the Pledge to the SAR. 

 

President Philbrick presented Membership Certifi-

cates, Record copies of their Applications, Challenge 

Coins and Rosettes to five New Members: Gabriel 

Stuart Schnelle, Kenton David Miller, Terry Lenford 

Miller, David Alan Healy and Donal Junior Stanton.  

Family members present at the meeting pinned the 

Rosettes on their respective Compatriots. See Page 3. 

 

Compatriot McMurray introduced the morning's 

speaker, Michael Harris. 

 

Mr. Harris's presentation detailed “The Last Land Bat-

tle of the War of 1812.”  The action, which was fought 

North of St. Louis on May 25, 1815, was called “The 

Battle of the Sinkhole.”  He discussed forts that were 

established to protect local families, including the 

Boone family; the surrounding topography; and the 

battle fought against Black Hawk and his followers.  

Fort Howard, named after Governor Benjamin How-

ard, was the primary staging area for the Americans.  

The Indians on the Illinois side of the territory were 

pushed by the British to drive the American's out of 

the area, which would open up the Mississippi River 

for British solders to have access for their forces com-

ing from the North or South.  Although the War of 

1812 had ended by Christmas of 1814, the Indians 

sought to drive the American's from the area and con-

tinued to fight into 1815.  A few Rangers were killed 

or injured near Fort Independence, which was flood-

ed in early 1815, so residents knew Indians were in 

the area.  Because of the Spring floods, the garrison 

at Fort Independence moved to Fort Howard. 

 

Mr. Harris discussed in detail the hour-by-hour 

“Battle of the Sinkhole”.  Black Hawk, “a hot-head”, 

thinking the American's were the one's that had killed 

his son, sought to drive them from the area with 30-

40 of his followers.  Captain Craig and his Rangers, 

pursued the Indians into the woods, creating confu-

sion in the process, and driving the Indians into the 

sinkhole.  Multiple attempts to drive the Indians from 

the sinkhole throughout the day were unsuccessful.  

The Rangers returned to the Fort and the remaining 

Indian force left the area.  Casualties were approxi-

mated to be 11 Indians killed and 8 wounded and 10 

Rangers killed with three injured. 

 

A question and answer session followed the presenta-

tion.  President Philbrick presented Mr. Harris with a 

Chapter Challenge Coin. 

 

President Philbrick read a Proclamation from the Na-

tional Society regarding Flag Day.  Compatriot Sec-

retary Swales provided a description and explanation 

of the four flags on display at today's meeting: the 

Gadsden Flag, Betsy Ross Flag, and Guilford Court-

house Flag and The Star-Spangled Banner.  Compat-

riot Carr discussed Flag protocol and how to properly 

display the Flag.  More 

 

Compatriot OMCSAR Vice-President and State Sec-

retary Fisk presented Compatriot Gerald McCoy with 

the Silver Roger Sherman Medal. 

 

The National Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution honored Compatriot Secretary George 

Swales with the Certificate of Patriotism, announcing 

Compatriot Secretary Swales is a member of its Mili-

tary Service Veterans Corps. 

  

 

http://www.usflag.org/flagetiquette.html
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Officer Reports 

   

Compatriot Secretary Swales read the Treasurer's re-

port.  The May 2016, Checking Account Balance was 

$1,716.68, with $9,006.37 in the Savings Account for a 

total of $10, 723.05.  For June, 2016, disbursements of 

$200.43 were made, and the Checking and Savings Ac-

count Balances were $516.18 and $10,006.44, respec-

tively, for a total Balance of $10,522.62. 

 

Compatriot Genealogist Carr reported he has more ap-

plications than he can handle so he is recruiting people 

to assist him.  Historian Compatriot Lawrence reported 

on the past month's activities.  Compatriot Chapter Edi-

tor Sentman asked those present to keep sending materi-

al to him and reported on the May, 2016, Newsletter.  

President Philbrick complemented Tom for his contin-

ued good work. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Compatriot Vice-President Fisk reported on behalf of 

the Chapter Development Committee.  He noted the 

recent SAR Magazine pictures and article, made possi-

ble by Compatriot Sentman's efforts.  Howard talked 

about several upcoming  2016, events.  For July,  these 

activities include the History Explorers, a presentation 

to City Utilities employees, and the State Meeting on 

July 30.  A visit to the MSU Library Archives is sched-

uled for August 20, while September activities include 

the 35th Anniversary Luncheon on the 10th, and a  Patri-

otic presentation at Drury University.  Grave markings  

round out the October activities.  The 2017 State Meet-

ing was also discussed. 

 

Old Business 

 

Congratulations were made to Compatriot McMurray 

on his new position as President of the Missouri 1812 

Society. President Philbrick noted the 1812 Society 

meeting would be held after today's OMCSAR meeting. 

 

New Business 

 

The Five New Members discussed their ancestors and 

their service.  Several Guests were introduced. 

 

Compatriot Fisk discussed a “Challenge”, forwarded by 

his daughter Hillary, for this Chapter to research and  

find information about a descendant of Alexander Ham-

ilton, who was a minister and lived in this area. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

July 1: City Utilities Employees Meeting  10 am 

July 4: Independence Day Parade  Color Guard 

             Parade information and route: More  

July 16: Chapter Meeting  OTC  Rm 108   9 am 

July 26: History Explorers Performance at the  

                Library Center 7pm. This is the second in the 

                    History Explorers Series. Read the positive 

                    review  from the Library Center Libewire 

                   “Happenings @The Library” More 

July 30: Quarterly MOSSAR State Meeting 

 

Motion to adjourn was seconded, and passed unani-

mously. 

 

Compatriot Reinbold led the Recessional.  Compatriot 

Chaplain Gerald McCoy led the Benediction. 

 

The meeting ended at 10:41 AM. 

 

        

July Birthdays 

Branden Bo George Friday, July 01, 2016 

Grant Fitzgerald Knowlton Saturday, July 02, 2016 

Daniel Ray McMurray Wednesday, July 20, 2016 

Charles Gregory McMillan Monday, July 25, 2016 

Ronald Kraus Albaugh Tuesday, July 26, 2016 

Dale Albert Brake Saturday, July 30, 2016 

2 

Sites for Independence Day, July 4th Remembrances 

American Revolutionary War Patriots   More 

War of 1812 Pensions   More 

Civil War Overview   More   

WW I History   More 

WWII Overview   More 

Korean War   More 

Vietnam War Commemoration   More 

Iraq-Iran War   More 

Afghanistan Overview   More 

NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee  More 

Newsletter Editor:  Tom Sentman   tsentman@msn.com 

Phone: 417-823-3902 

https://www.springfieldmo.org/blog/VYmeaSgAACYA_gQk/fourth-of-july-in-springfield
http://thelibrary.org/staff/libewire/040116.cfm
http://patriot.sar.org/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=Grave%20Registry&-loadframes
http://learnwebskills.com/patriot/war1812pensions.htm
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/civil-war-overview/overview.html
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
http://www.history.com/topics/korean-war
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
http://www.history.com/topics/iran-iraq-war
http://choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=202
http://www.vetcorps.info/
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Five New Members Sworn in, Guest Speaker presentation and Certificate of Patriotism awarded at Chapter Meeting 

 .   

Certificate of Patriotism from 

the Military Service Veterans 

Corp presented to George S. 

Swales (Left) by Ozark 

Mountains Chapter President 

Dan Philbrick. 

Compatriot Swales served in 

the US Army during the Vi-

etnam War. 

Guest Speaker Michael Harris  pre-

sented “The Last Land Battle of the 

War of 1812”.  The action, which was 

fought North of St. Louis on May 25, 

1815, was called “The Battle of the 

Sinkhole”.  He discussed forts that 

were established to protect local fami-

lies, including the Boone family; the 

surrounding topography; and the battle 

fought against Black Hawk and his 

followers.   

Fort Howard, named after Governor 

Benjamin Howard, was the primary 

staging area for the Americans.   

Although the War of 1812 had ended 

by Christmas of 1814, the Indians 

sought to drive the Americans from the 

area and continued to fight into 1815.   

Left to Right: Donal Junior Stanton, Gabriel Stuart Schnelle, Kenton David Miller, Terry Lenford Miller, and David Alan Healy. 

Descendant of:  John McElhannon        John McElhannon          William Tinsley        William Tinsley                   Jabez Healy 

Ancestor #:             P-246179    DAR #:  A076577                                 P-305457                                       P-178800  
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 NSSAR Silver Roger Sherman Medal and VFW American Freedom Award Presented to 

Ozark Mountain Chapter Compatriots 

 

Above: American Freedom Award 

                  presented to  

Compatriot J. Howard Fisk (left) 

by Frank Bridges, VFW Post  3404,  

Springfield, Missouri 

Left: Compatriot J. Howard Fisk presents the Silver Roger Sher-

man Medal to Compatriot Gerald R. McCoy in recognition of his 

faithful services to the Sons of the American Revolution at the 

chapter, state and national level. 

J. Howard Fisk, receives the American Freedom Award 

from Frank Bridges, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 

Post 3404 Springfield, Missouri, during  an awards cere-

mony June 14, 2016, at the Ozarks Technical College. 

The ceremony recognized local heroes in the Springfield, 

Missouri community (Civilians, Active Military, and Vet-

erans) who are making a difference. 

Compatriot Fisk, a Navy Veteran, is the Vice President of 

the Ozark Mountain Chapter (OMC) Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution and a member of the OMC Color Guard. 
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 Presentation of Flags for Flag Day 2016 

The Star-

Spangled Banner 

became the offi-

cial United States 

Flag on May 1, 

1795. Two new 

stars were added 

for the admission 

of Vermont and 

Kentucky. This 

flag,  used for the 

next 23 years, is 

the only flag to 

ever have more 

than 13 stripes. 

 

During the War of 1812, Major George Armistead, Commandant 

of Fort McHenry outside of Baltimore, Maryland, said he "desired 

to have a flag made so large that the British will have no difficul-

ty in seeing it from a distance" if they attacked.   A giant garrison 

flag was made by Baltimore flag maker, Mary Young Pickersgill.  

Her mother, Rebecca Flower Young, had made the Grand Union 

Flag for George Washington.  The Fort McHenry Flag was 30 

feet high and 42 feet long. 

 

In August 1814, the British attacked and burned the Capital 

Building in Washington, D.C.  The next month they attacked Bal-

timore, Maryland. During the bombardment of Fort McHenry, 

Francis Scott Key wrote "The Star-Spangled Banner" in honor of 

the men at Fort McHenry and the large flag that flew over the 

Fort. The British failed to capture Ft. McHenry and were unsuc-

cessful in their attack of Baltimore, Maryland. 

The Gadsden Flag - 1775 

 
In 1775, Colonel Christopher Gadsden was in Philadelphia 

representing his home Colony of South Carolina at the Conti-

nental Congress and presented a new Naval flag to the Con-

gress. The Gadsden Flag became the first flag used by sea-

going soldiers, who eventually would become the United 

States Marines. 

 

The Gadsden Flag first saw combat under Commodore Hop-

kins, the first Commander-in-Chief of the new Continental 

Navy.   Washington's Cruisers put to sea for the first time in 

February of 1776 to raid the Bahamas and capture stored 

British cannon and shot. 

                                    The Betsy Ross Flag - 1776 

 
According to tradition, in June of 1776, Betsy Ross, who was a 

widow struggling to run her own upholstery business, sewed the 

first American Flag. Upholsterers in Colonial America not only 

worked on furniture, but did additional sewing work, which for 

some included making flags. According to Legend, General 

Washington, Robert Morris, and John Ross showed Betsy a rough 

design of the flag that included six-pointed stars.  Betsy suggested 

a five-point star because it was easier to make, and demonstrated 

how to cut a five-pointed star in a single snip. Impressed, the 

three entrusted Betsy with making America's first flag. 

            The Guilford Courthouse Flag - 1781 

 

Tradition tells us that this flag was raised over the Guil-

ford Courthouse in North Carolina on March 15, 1781.  

Under the leadership of General Nathaniel Greene, the 

militiamen halted the British advance through the Caroli-

nas and turned them back to the seaport towns. The Battle 

of Guilford Courthouse was one of the bloodiest battles of 

the Revolutionary War with the British losing over 25% of 

their troops. 

 

This Flag has a unique elongated canton and blue and red 

stripes.  It was customary practice for military units to 

carry flags featuring common American symbols (such as 

stripes and stars), that made them uniquely identifiable for 

use as their Regimental flags.   

The Star-Spangled Banner - 1795 

Flag Presentation at Drury 

University June 14 and at  

the Ozark Mountain Chapter  

meeting June 18, 2016. 

Color Guard Commander 

Gerald McCoy presented the 

flags. The historical narra-

tion was presented by      

Compatriot George  Swales. 
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Drury University Flag Day Celebration   June 14, 2016 

On the 100th Anniversary of Flag Day, it was an occasion to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

Drury University and the 100th Anniversary of the Rachel Donelson Chapter of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution (DAR). 

Drury University, the Rachel Donalson Chapter (DAR) and the Ozark Mountain Chapter (SAR) 

participated in the Flag Day Celebration with a flag presentation and a Flag Certificate presen-

tation to a deserving military patriot. 

Boy Scouts Carter Hall (leading the pledge) and Cole Vance of Troop 7, Ozarks Trails Council, 

Springfield, Missouri, also participated in this historic event. 

Continued on  Page 7 

Bill Ricketts, Drury Trustee, offers welcoming comments. 

Kaye Clothiaux, DAR, provided a  

Remembrance Presentation. 

Call to Colors by the OMCSAR Color Guard. The Pledge of 

Allegiance offered by Boy Scouts from Troop 7. 

Scouts Carter Hall (right) lead the 

pledge and Cole Vance of Troop 7. 

Sandy Wilson Reese, DAR, pro-

vided the Invocation and The 

American’s Creed. 

Aubrey Smith, 

DAR, sang  

“America the 

Beautiful.” 
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Drury University Flag Day Celebration   June 14, 2016 
Continued  

The Ozark Mountain Chapter Color Guard assembles to present 

four flags: The Betsy Ross Flag -1776, The Gadsden Flag -1775, 

The Guilford Courthouse Flag -1781, and the Star Spangled Ban-

ner Flag -1795.  

Left-Right: Color Guard Commander Gerald McCoy, J. Howard 

Fisk, Kenneth Lawrence, and Dan McMurray. 

Compatriot George Swales narrates the back-

ground and history of the four flags during  the 

Flag Day Celebration. 

OMC President Dan Philbrick 

reads the citation for the NSSAR 

Flag Certificate presented to  

Matthew Overcast. 

Arron Jones,  Drury  

Associate Vice President 

gave the Benediction. 

Farewell remarks 

offered by  Bill 

Rickets, Drury 

University Trustee. 

Matthew Overcast is pre-

sented the Flag Certificate 

by Color Guard member J. 

Howard Fisk. 

Flag Certificate 

Photos by Margaret Swales and Sandy Wilson Reese, DAR 
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Presentation for Drury University Flag Day Ceremonies on June 14, 2016 



 

Ozark Mountain Chapter  Patriot Newsletter                               June 2016                                                                                              Page 9 

NSSAR Proclamations for Memorial Day and Flag Day Ceremonies 2016 

For a larger copy of the Memorial Day Ceremony 

Proclamation for May 30, 2016, signed by President 

General Thomas E. Lawrence (2015-2016).  More  

For a larger copy of the Flag Day Proclamation 2016, 

signed by President General Thomas E. Lawrence 

(2015-2016).  More   

The Memorial Day Ceremony Proclamation was given by  

OMC Compatriots with the OMC Color Guard at the  

Springfield National Cemetery, Missouri. 

From Left: President Dan Philbrick, J. Howard Fisk, Glenn 
Gohr, Gerald McCoy, Dan McMurray, Norman Knowlton and 
George Swales.  Previously reported in The Patriot in May 
2016. 

Flags displayed on Flag Day, June 14, 2016. 

https://www.sar.org/hq/PresidentGeneral/2016_memorial_day_proclamation.pdf
https://www.sar.org/hq/PresidentGeneral/2016_Flag_Day_Proclamation.pdf
https://www.sar.org/hq/PresidentGeneral/2016_Flag_Day_Proclamation.pdf

