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The President’s  

Message 
By President Ben Edmondson 

Greetings Compatriots 
 
We have made it halfway 

through this year it doesn’t seem possible. I hope 
everyone is doing well and staying healthy.  
 
We had a wonderful event for Flag Day at the 
Historic Greene County Courthouse. We received 
a proclamation from the county commissioners 
and at the same time we where able to present all 
three of them their American 250th bronze medal 
awards.  Events like these are a wonderful 
opportunity for you to help support your fellow 
compatriots if you have the time and are able.  
 
Prior to our regular meeting on the 18th we 
presented a special memorial service for our 
compatriot Will Carr. I first met Will shortly after I 
first joined the Ozark Mountain Chapter back in 
2005. He was always very supportive to me and 
I’m sure many others. Sometimes it’s the little 
things that you don’t think much of that make it 
possible for someone like me to do greater things 
than I can do by myself.  
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 
at our July meeting.   Hopefully several of our new  

In This Issue 

members can be sworn in and we can show 
them the support that they need so that they 
can succeed.    
 
Remember we do not have a regular monthly 
meeting in August.  We do have a tour of the 
Greene County Archives scheduled and 
hopefully you will be able to attend.  
 

Ben Edmondson 

President OMCSAR  
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Minutes from the OMCSAR Chapter 
Meeting June 18th, 2022 

Next Scheduled Meeting: July 16th, 2022 at OTC at 
9:00 AM  The program will be presented by Jack 
Hamlin, United States Coast 
Guard, D-Day Survivor, will 
talk about his recent visit to 
Normandy for the 78th 
Anniversary of D-Day  

Prior to our OMC Meeting we 
conducted a Memorial 
Ceremony for the loss of our 
Compatriot Will Carr.  

President Ben Edmondson-- 
called the meeting to order at 9:25 A.M with 20 
members and 5 guests. 

Chaplain Dan Philbrick-- delivered the Invocation. 
Compatriot John Angst led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Compatriot Steve Perkins led the 
Pledge to the SAR.  

President Ben Edmondson—introduced the guests 
for the day and had Compatriot Gary Gift introduce 
the guest speaker for the day—Josh Glover- 
Program Specialist at 
the Springfield National 
Cemetery-  20 year 
Retired Chief from the 
Navy-He was on duty at 
Arlington and 
participated in over 
2200 funerals while he 
was on active duty. 

His first 2 years were with the Ceremonial Guard at 
Arlington.  He did Honor Guard to Marching 
Platoon and would give the flags away.  He then 
went on to A School to learn his job and went on 
to become a Construction Electrician for 4 and ½ 
years with the Seabees and his first deployment 
was to Iraq.  Then he went on to Guam and then to 
DjIbouti, Africa and then onto recruiting duty for 
13 and ½ years.  Then he went to Milwaukee as a 
Liaison in the Navy Office.  He has a grandchild on 
his in-law side here in Republic and he brought him 
here to be around his grandparents.  He then went 
to OTC for one year before the opportunity at the  

Springfield National Cemetery became available. 
He has now been here at the Springfield National 
Cemetery for the past year. 

His favorite person at the Cemetery is William 
Freeman.  Every time a person comes to the 
Cemetery to visit he wants all to see his grave.  It is 
not just a cemetery but it is also a shrine.  People 
from all over the world come to visit this cemetery. 
He went on to tell the brief history of William 
Freeman dating back to 1901.  The National 
Cemetery was developed in 1867 after the Civil 
War.  In 1864 President Lincoln wanted to have a 
place to lay his fallen soldiers.  There is a dedicated 
Confederate section within the Cemetery.  This is 
one of five cemeteries to have a fully dedicated 
Confederate section, this is the result of the 
Daughters of the Confederates who purchased the 
land- 3 acres – and they placed them there.   

When the National Cemetery Association was 
founded by President Lincoln he also wanted a 
place to bury his Union Troops.  They then 
disinterred those from the Battlefield to this 
cemetery.  There are two original buildings on the 
site- the Lodge (actually this is the 2nd Lodge)-the 
caretakers used to live there.  Until 1970 there 
used to be a caretaker that lived on site.  Rent at 
this time would be 450 dollars per month. In 1952 
they tore this one story building down and built 
the new Lodge where his office is today.  He is 
willing to talk to anyone about Veteran Benefits.  
This Cemetery is not closed for burials, but it is 
closed to caskets.  He does have spaces that are 3 
X 3 plots for urns. The Governor will not let them 
expand this Cemetery, since it is enclosed. The 
maintenance building behind the Lodge is the only 
existing building from the original.  It was the 
original carriage house for the cemetery.  The wall 
was placed in the 1950s like all of the other parts 
of the cemetery. The rostrum is elevated so one 
can visualize the entire cemetery and all of the 
graves face toward the center and see the union 
graves to the left and confederates to the right.  All 
of the other 405 cemeteries have their headstones 
facing to the east. 

William Freeman was placed in this cemetery in  

- Continued on Page 3, Minutes - 
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- From Page 2, Minutes - 

1901 from his farm as Springfield was expanding.  
This gives the Springfield National Cemetery a 
soldier from every major conflict in which the 
United States has participated.  This cemetery is 
here to honor our people. All of the graves are in 
straight lines but there is some off because of the 5 
Buffalo Soldiers who are buried off line because 
the caretaker at that time was racist and wanted 
them off line.  Also buried in Section 5 of the 
cemetery is the Civil War Medal of Honor awardee 
drummer boy, Orion P. Howe, who was 14 when 
he was awarded.  He died here in Springfield as a 
Dentist at 81 years of age. 

 There is a difference in the Headstones from the 
Civil War.  Confederates stones have a pointed top 
while the Union stones are rounded.  It is 
proposed to be because this would hurt any union 
soldier that might sit on one-it would hurt their 
butt.  This cemetery is also the first to have a 
double homicide in it.  Everything in this cemetery 
has history. This cemetery is believed to be 
haunted.  The story is a Captain Raymond, a Civil 
War Captain, stands in the upstairs of the Lodge in 
the second story window, to look out over his 
troops. The window remains open all the time. 

The type of headstones has changed because the 
Army ran the cemetery.  Some stones could be 
erected by the family –they might be personal- not 
just round or oval.  Once the National Cemetery 
Association took over all the stones had to be the 
same.  They are now oval and marble-standing 
upright or in the cremation areas –it will be a flat. 

If one wishes to utilize the Military Benefits he 
gave out brochures of how one could utilize this 
cemetery.  With the utilization of their backhoe 
they will stack the graves rather than side by side.  
Some the headstones are different in their 
markings with shields, crosses cut out, but now all 
of them are deep cut and flat with up to one of 74 
religious items of belief. 

He described the flaw in the eagles at the front 
gate. Because of damage to the gates 5 years ago, 
they repaired the gates at the cost of $160,000 
dollars.  But when they repaired the eagles were 
both facing toward Kum and Go- to the right. 

He loves his job. They still do services, honors, 
events, and visits.  There are still up to 1000 spots 
available at the cemetery, but when those are 
used up-the cemetery will become Shrine Status.  
The honor is at the headstone since this shows the 
rank of this person.  Stones may have a coin on 
them-Penny is for knowing this individual and 
visited-Nickel means you went to boot camp with 
them-Dime means you served with them –Quarter 
means you were there when they died. 

He encouraged us to come for our visits to the 
cemetery, but if we are to have events it does 
require a great deal of paperwork. 

Questions were taken and Pictures were taken. 

He was thanked for his presentation by all.  

Officer Reports: 

First-Vice President Report—Cris Brayman—No 
Report 

Second-Vice President Report—Jim Robinette-- 
Absent -  No Report 

Treasurer Report—John Angst--   The total  funds 
we have as of today consists of $8,222.11 in our 
Arvest Bank checking account and $9,310.48 in an 
interest-bearing, guaranteed fund at Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks.  These totaled to 
$17,532.59.  A motion to approve this report and 
to be filed for audit was made, seconded and 
passed unanimously. 

Secretary Report—Norman Knowlton—The 
minutes were distributed in the May OMC Patriot 
Newsletter and he moved they be accepted as 
written. It was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Genealogist Report—Steve Perkins—His report 
for this period includes 3 new prospects in the last 
30 days.  No submissions to the State.  We have 17 
active prospects.  We have 3 supplements 
pending.  We have added since the first of the year 
7 new members.  Keith Moore has his membership 
with National which has been approved but not 
received as of yet.  He is from Illinois and will be 
permanently moving to the Branson area in the 
future.  Others approved also include Steven 
Lawson, Jeremy Boes, and Matthew Bowman. Our  

- Continued on Page 4, Minutes - 
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- From Page 3, Minutes - 

chapter membership is about 111 at present which 
includes junior and dual members.  State wide it is 
about 750. 

Editor Report—Dan Piedlow—Absent—No Report 

Historian Report—Don Higgerson—he is looking 
for events to include in this years’ book and to 
send him any information that members might 
have to include. Please email this information via 
Word doc. 

Sgt-at-Arms Report—Danny Piedlow—No Report 

Chapter Development Committee Report---Gary 
Gift— 

July 3rd—we will be participating in the 4th of July 
Celebration at the Branson Landing with the OMC 
Color Guard and the Cadets from the Branson High 
School Honor Guard in their Revolutionary 
uniforms. 

July 4th—we will having our 4th of July Parade in 
the Meadowmere area at 10:00 AM from J. 
Howard Fisk’s home  

July 5th –will be our Chapter Development 
Committee meeting at Mexican Villa South at 6:30 
PM 

July 10-15th—is our SAR National convention in 
Savannah- 

August 8th—will be participating in the Nathaniel 
Greene’s Birthday Celebration at the Court House 
at 10:00 AM 

August 20th – with no monthly meeting for August, 
we will be having a field trip to the Greene County 
Archives with Shane Schoeller at 9:00 at the 
Greene County Archives.  After that visit we may 
have a patriot grave marking if it can be arranged 
by then.  

On June 15th we participated in the Flag Day 
Ceremony at the Greene County Court House 
where we presented each of the County 
Commissioners with the 250 Anniversary Bronze 
Medal for their participating in our different 250th 
events.  This was well documented in the local 
paper and other medias. 

Committee Report—No additional reports  

Old Business  

President Ben Edmondson reminded all to get 
their Youth Protection Program Certifications for 
both the Boys Scouts and for the SAR. 

New Business 

Compatriot John Hathcock—He is the State 
Chairman for the  SAR National Veterans 
Recognition Committee and looking for Veterans 
to apply for their award-- please contact him for 
the application 

He is also working with the Honor Flight of the 
Ozarks and he is trying to get Veterans who have 
served in World War II, Korean War, or in Viet Nam 
to go on the next flight on October 25th flight.  He 
is also looking for donations for this organization. 

On the August 8th at the Nathanael Greene 
Celebration we will be also be celebrating the 
Purple Heart Award Day with our Purple Heart 
recipients on that day. 

On November the 19th we will be honoring our 
local World War II Veterans on our Veterans Day 
Celebration at Hickory Hills Country Club-if you 
have a Veteran you wish to have included please 
contact him. 

Compatriot Steve Perkins commented on our own 
Compatriot Charles McMillan who is in 
Massachusetts presently and has visited the U.S.S. 
Constitution, and joined the Color Guardsmen 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut and New 
Hampshire and carried the Betsy Ross Flag during 
the Ceremony at Bunker Hill.  And following this he 
is going to Minuteman Park, Concord 
Massachusetts and to visit the North Bridge.  

A motion to Adjourn was made, seconded and 
passed unanimously. 

Compatriot Dan Philbrick gave the Benediction. 

Compatriot Norm Knowlton led the Recessional. 

The Meeting ended at 10:20 A.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Norman Knowlton, Secretary 
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The Ozark Mountain Chapter SAR Challenge 

Coins are for sale.  These coins are $5.00 each 

from Compatriot J. Howard Fisk. 

Colonel William Carr Memorial 
The Ozark Mountain Chapter and Missouri Society recently lost a great compatriot and member. Colonel 
William Carr, 10/17/1938 – 05/12/2022, served in the United States Air Force 24 years. He established his 
patriot ancestry in 2001 and remained an active member. A compatriot memorial ceremony at the chapter 
meeting June 18 included a review of his life and SAR service by President General David Appleby, and Daniel 
McMurray, words by Dee Carr about Will’s devotion to the SAR, a mourn arms by Color Guard member 
Steven Perkins, and ringing of the bell and night watch by Dan Philbrick. 

From top L-R: Col. William Carr; PG Appleby and VPG Daniel McMurray sharing about Will’s life 
as a service member, and as a member of the SAR. Bottom L-R: Dee Carr presented with an SAR 
memorial certificate; Steve Perkins at mourn arms while Dan Philbrick tolls the bell. 
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The following article war originally published in the April 2022 issue of the American Riflemen magazine. 
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Remember, you can order your Ozark Mountain Chapter 

SAR shirts from Missouri Embroidery.  Their phone num-

ber is:  (417) 889-2221 and their address is:  1307 S. 

Glenstone Ave. 

Major Kavan Stull, Four State 

Chapter, Military Officers 

Association of America (MOAA) 

presents the Sons of the American 

Revolution, JROTC Bronze medal to 

Cadet Captain Christian Day, during 

the Joplin High School JROTC 

Battalion Ball event, April 9, 2022. 

Awards and Events 

Compatriot Charles McMillan presented 

the Marquis de Lafayette certificate and 

oak leaf clusters to James Mason for his 

work in the Patriot Research System. This is 

a National award.  He also presented the 

Silver Roger Sherman medal from 

MOSSAR.  

L to R: Sargent Ryan Russell (L) and Corporal Clint Collier (M) with Compatriots Charles McMillan and J. Howard Fisk presenting 

their Law Enforcement Commendation Medal Certificates. Compatriots McMillan and Fisk with Chief Williams, Sgt. Russell, and 

Corp. Collier with their Law Enforcement Commendation Medal Certificate for the Peer Support Committee. This event was on June 

3rd. 



Volume 42 Issue 6 Ozark Mountain Chapter    Sons of the American Revolution  June2022    Page 12 

 

Birthdays 
George Swales     June 8 
Steven Perkins    June 10 
Matthew Geery   June 10 
John Lewis    June 13 
James Gift    June 23 
Ronald Brown    June 24 
Richard Harvey   June 24 
Kenneth Lawrence   June 30 
 
Branden George   July 1 
Jason Stewart    July 1 
Grant Knowlton   July 2 
Curtis Trent    July 4 
Matthew Bowman   July 8 
Carroll Laramore   July 13 
Daniel McMurray   July 20 
Robert Brammel   July 21 
Charles McMillan   July 25 
Dale Brake    July 30 

Important Dates in History 
June 1 - Intolerable Acts 1774 
June 6 - Americans retake Augusta, GA 1781 
June 7 - Lee Resolution 1776 
June 14 – U.S. Army created 1775 
June 14 - Flag Resolution 1777 
June 15 - George Washington named Commander
-In-Chief 1775 
June 17 - Battle of Bunker Hill 1775 
June 18 - British abandon Philadelphia, 
Continental Army marches out of Valley Forge 
1778 
 
July 3 - George Washington assumes command of 
the Army outside Boston 1775 
July 4 - Congress adopts the Declaration of 
Independence 1776 
July 4 - George Rogers Clark captures Kaskaskia, in 
modern Illinois 1778 
July 5 - Olive Branch Petition 1775 
July 5 - British capture Fort Ticonderoga 1777 
July 11 - French troops arrive at Newport, RI 1780 
July 11 – British evacuate Savanah, GA 1782 

Photographs provided by:  Daniel Piedlow, 

Margaret Swales, Dan Piedlow Jr. 

Editor: Daniel Piedlow 

Awards and Events 

On Saturday, June 4, eleven color guard members from the northwest, southwest and central district gathered at the rural Winsor 
Missouri homestead of District Commander Mark Parks. Dr. Brad Frazier, NRA certified trainer admitted he was “preaching to the 
choir”, but nonetheless provided valuable instruction on firearms safety as the appetizer for the day. Guardsmen of all experience 
levels took up their flintlock and learned the NPS commands for handling, loading, and firing. I believe some were surprised to find 
the process a little different than perhaps they learned. They were all good students, and I add, enthusiastic to the underlying 
purpose for establishing a consistent process. All achieved the objective and have been certified for three years. A training date will 
be set for late August for the eastern district musket men. Steve Perkins, State CG Commander. 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/george-rogers-clark
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/fort-ticonderoga
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Awards and Events 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 Flag Day 

Ozark Mountain Chapter Missouri SAR joined the Greene County Commissioners, staff and the GC Chorale in the rotunda of the 
historic county courthouse to take a patriotic moment to respect the flag, its origins beginning with the Betsy Ross and 13-star flag. 
Also we briefly described the federal laws that established the design of the flag and adding of stars/states. 

The county chorale sang the national anthem and at the end of the ceremony sang other patriotic songs.  

The County Commissioner Bob Dixon, and his Deputy Commissioners were each presented with a 250th anniversary certificate and 
medal, framed and ready for their office display. We believe this may be the first presentation of this type in the country, that 
being County or City Commissioners. The Greene County Commissioner’s office has been a long-time partner with the Ozark 
Mountain chapter for Flag Day and Nathaniel Greene’s birthday celebration. In 2021 they partnered with the SAR and planted a 
liberty tree on the courthouse grounds and placed a monument dedicating and commemorating the tree for its patriotic purpose. 

During the Flag Day Ceremony by the Ozark Mountain Chapter Missouri SAR at the Historic Greene County Courthouse, the 
Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners were each presented with a framed 250th anniversary certificate and medal.  This may 
be the first presentation of this type in the country, that being County or City Commissioners.  

The Greene County Commissioner’s office has been a long-time partner with the Ozark Mountain chapter for Flag Day and 
Nathaniel Greene’s birthday celebrations. It is an opportunity for their staff at the Courthouse, and visitors, to take a few moments 
and reflect in patriot spirit, on what has made the country, state, and county great. In 2021 the county partnered with the SAR and 
planted a liberty tree on the courthouse grounds and placed a monument dedicating and commemorating the tree for its patriotic 
purpose. 

OMC Color, Commissioners in the Rotunda as the Greene 
County Employee Chorale sings. L-R: Steve Perkins, Ken 
Lawrence, Chapter President Ben Edmondson, Howard Fisk, 
Dan McMurray, Gary Gift, Norm Knowlton, Charles McMillan. 
Commissioners Rusty MacLachlan, John Russell, and Bob 
Dixon. 

OMC Color Guard standing behind Howard Fisk, presenting 250th 
Certificates & Medals to Rusty MacLachlan, Bob Dixon, and John 
Russell. 

The Flag Day event was featured in the Springfield News Leader, and on KOLR10 News that can 

be found here: 

 

https://www.ozarksfirst.com/local-news/local-news-local-news/check-out-

greene-countys-flag-day-celebration/   

https://www.ozarksfirst.com/local-news/local-news-local-news/check-out-greene-countys-flag-day-celebration/
https://www.ozarksfirst.com/local-news/local-news-local-news/check-out-greene-countys-flag-day-celebration/
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Friday, June 17, 2022 Boston, Massachusetts 

Charles McMillan, Ozark Mountain Chapter, travelled roughly 2800 round trip miles to participate in the annual Bunker Hill 
ceremony held the afternoon of June 17 2022. He was joined by SAR guardsmen from New Hampshire, Connecticut, and the Henry 
Knox Continental Color Guard of Massachusetts. He was assigned to carry the only flag, the Betsy Ross, ahead of the muskets and 
firing commanders. Three volleys were fired and then all marched to the three gates at the top of the stairs on 3 sides of the 
monument where huzzahs were given Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire. Charles’ patriot served with General John 
Stark in New Hampshire. While in Massachusetts he toured the USS Constitution, and also visited Minuteman National Park west of 
Lexington, and the north bridge in Concord. 

The Missouri 200th Anniversary SAR Medals are 

for sale.  They are $30.00 if you get them from 

Compatriot J. Howard Fisk and $35.00 if he has to 

mail it to you. 

Awards and Events 

Charles McMillan leading the muskets to 
the monument. 

Guard marching to one of the colony gates.  

Knox Color Guard before the 

monument.  



Volume 42 Issue 6 Ozark Mountain Chapter    Sons of the American Revolution  June2022    Page 15 

 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, July 3 at 7:30 pm the Ozark Mountain Chapter Color Guard assisted the 

Branson High School JROTC present Colors at the Branson Landing Independence 

Day Concert and Fireworks Show. 

Monday, July 4 at 10:00 am OMCSAR Color Guard to open the Independence Day 

Parade on Meadowmere Street in Springfield. 

Tuesday, July 5 at 6:30 pm the chapter development committee will meet at Mexican 

Villa South Restaurant, located at 2755 S. Campbell Ave. in Springfield.  All are 

welcome to attend. 

July 10—15 in Savanah, Georgia the National Society SAR will be having their annual 

meeting. 

Saturday, July 16 at 9:00 am the monthly meeting of the Ozark Mountain Chapter 

SAR will be at Ozark Technical College in the Atrium. 

Monday, August 8 at 10:00 am, at the Greene County Courthouse there will be a 

celebration of General Nathanael Greene’s 280th birthday (August 7, 1742). There 

will also be a remembrance for Purple Heart recipients. 


