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Washington Showed Way to
American Independence

By Col. Scott Halstead
U.S. Army retired

n June 1775, the Continental

Congress commissioned George

Washington as commander in

chief of the Continental Army. He

led the Army for the duration of
the American Revolution and during
two years of uncertainty following the
cessation of armed conflict.

Many Americans fought the British
for 6% years, from 1775 to 1781. Some
were present at the beginning and
fought in militia companies at the bat-
tles of Lexington and Concord, both
in Massachusetts, in April 1775. Most
Americans assumed a decisive victory
over the British had been secured at
the Battle of Yorktown, Virginia, in
October 1781.

ARMY

The casualties from the American
Revolution were staggei‘ing: Nearly
7,000 Americans died in combat,
according to the American Battle-
field Trust. Some 20,000 more died
of wounds, infection, disease or in
captivity.

The Continental Congress lacked
consistent authority to raise taxes and
relied upon inconsistent and voluntary
payments from the states to fund the
war effort. As a result, many officers
exhausted their personal savings to
buy weapons, uniforms, blankets and
food for their soldiers. They personally
financed the war effort to help win
independence.

In March 1783, the soldiers of the
Continental Army were frustrated and
anxious to return to their homes and
families. Armed conflict had ended 17

months earlier at Yorktown; however,
the British Army still occupied New
York City and Charleston, South
Carolina. There was no peace treaty

in place to formally recognize the end
of the Revolutionary War or Amer-
ican independence. The Continental
Army did not know whether hostilities
would resume or when soldiers could
go home.

A group of disgruntled Continental
Army officers decided to take mat-
ters into their own hands. Many felt
betrayed and were worried that the
Continental Congress would not pro-
vide back pay and pensions to them or
their soldiers. They agreed to secretly
assemble in Newburgh, New York (65
miles north of New York City, where
elements of the British Army also were
located), on or about March 10, 1783.
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