
 

ביחד ממרחקתורה -תלמוד  
Torah-Study Together from Afar 

March 06, 2021 

  “The answers we receive, the interpretations we develop, are all dependent on  
  the questions we ask; the experiences we bring; and the preferences we have.” 

                                                                              – Amy-Jill Levine & Marc Zvi Brettler  
 

רּוְך ה ְייָּ  בָּ ם,   ,ַאתָּ עֹולָּ  ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך הָּ
יו, נּו ְבִמְצֹותָּ ה:   ֲאֶשר ִקְדשָּ נּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְבִדְבֵרי תֹורָּ  ְוִצּוָּ

 

 

              Parashah Stats 

  Weekly Portion:   Ki Tissa-Parah 

  Consists of:   Exodus 30:11-34:35 

  Sequence—       

    in annual Torah cycle:  21st of 54 

    in Book of Exodus:   9th of 11 

 
- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Exodus 32:1-8a 

Context:  Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God 
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinai, and 
a record of the legislations they undertook for the conduct of the society they were to 
establish in the Promised Land.  

Content:  This week’s portion details the disastrous aftermath of the making of the Sinai 
Covenant.  During the forty days Moses is communing with God atop of the Mountain, 
finalizing the details of the Israelite Constitution and the specifications for the portable shrine 
which will be the Abode of the Divine in the midst of the Israelite camp, the restless people 
grow tired of waiting and make a god to pray to: a calf molded of gold.  
 

We touch on a selection from that Torah portion only en passant, on the way to a discus-
sion of the special Torah and Haftarah selections that are also assigned to today by virtue of 
its being “Shabbat Parah,”  the ceremonial and conceptual prologue to Passover.  
 

 

 
 

     Ritual pattern         Torah portion  Special designation 
 

 

  this Saturday  -  Shabbat  “Ki Tissa”     “Parah” 
 

 

 next Saturday -  Shabbat   “vaYaq’heil”    “haChodesh”     
          (announce New Moon of Nissan) 
 

 

 two weeks  -  Shabbat  “P’qudei” 
 

 

 three weeks -  Shabbat  “vaYiqra”      “haGadol”     
          (immediately before Passover) 
 

 

four weeks  -  Shabbat “Chol haMo’eid” (intermediate Shabbat of Passover) 
 

 

 


           - more follows
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I)  from this Week’s Parashah – Exodus 32:1-8a - 
 

32:1] – Now when the people saw that Moses 

was so long in coming back down from the 

Mountain, the people ganged up on Aaron and 

demanded of him: “Arise, and make us gods 

who will go before us.  Because that Moses 

guy, who brought us up out of the land of 

Egypt— we don’t know what happened to 

him.” 

ִכיוַ  ם  עָּ הָּ ֹמֶשה  -ַיְרא  ֶרֶדת ֹבֵשש   לָּ
ַעל-ִמן ם  עָּ הָּ ֵהל  ַוִיקָּ ר  הָּ ַאֲהֹרן  -הָּ

יו   ֵאלָּ ה  קּום ַויֹאְמרּו  ָלנּו  -ֲעש ֵֹ
ר יְֵֹלכ  ִהים ֱאל  ינּו  ּוֲאשֶׁ  ֶזה -ִכי  ְלָפנֵֹ

ֲאֶשר   ִאיש  הָּ נּוֹמֶשה  ֵמֶאֶרץ    ֶהֱעלָּ
ַדְענּו ֶמה  יָּה לֹו: -ִמְצַרִים לֹא יָּ הָּ

 

  Genesis 1:1   א ֱאֹל ִהים רָּ  verb - singular   ְבֵראִשית בָּ

 3x in TaNaCH  ַוְיַדֵבר ֱאֹלִהים          pronoun – common singular 

 23x in TaNaCH  ַויֹאֶמר ֱאֹל ִהים          
 Exodus 20:2  ה ֱאֹל ֶהיָך ֲאֶשר הֹוֵצא ִתיָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֹנִכי ְיהֹוָּ  אָּ
 

32:2] – Aaron told them: “Break out the golden 

earrings, which are in the ears of your wives 

and sons and daughters, and bring them to me.”  

[32:3] – So all the people withdrew the golden 

earrings from their ears, and brought them to 

Aaron.  [32:4] – Accepting it from them, he 

formed it and finished it with a chisel to make 

it into a molded calf.  [Seeing which,] they 

declared: “These are your gods, O Israel, 

which brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!” 

ִנְזֵמי  ְרקּו  פָּ ַאֲהֹרן  ֲאֵלֶהם  ַויֹאֶמר 
ְזֵני ְנֵשיֶכם ְבֵניֶכם   ב ֲאֶשר ְבאָּ הָּ ַהזָּ

י:     ֵאלָּ ִביאּו  ְוהָּ ּוְבֹנֵתיֶכם 
ל כָּ ְרקּו  ֶאת- ַוִיְתפָּ ם  עָּ ִנְזֵמי  -הָּ

ַויִָּביאּו  ְזֵניֶהם  ְבאָּ ֲאֶשר  ב  הָּ ַהזָּ
ִמ - ֶאל ַוִיַקח  ַויַָּצר  ַאֲהֹרן:  ם  יָּדָּ

ה   ַמֵסכָּ ֵעֶגל  הּו  ַוַיֲעֹשֵ ַבֶחֶרט  ֹאתֹו 
לֶׁה  ַוי אְמרּו ל   אֵֹ ָראֵֹ ִיש ְ יָך  ֱאלהֶׁ
ר  ֱעלּוך ֲאשֶׁ ִים:  הֶׁ  ָּ ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצרָּ

 

32:5] –  Seeing this, Aaron built an altar before 

it.  Then Aaron proclaimed: “Tomorrow is a 

feast day to The Eternal One.”  [32:6] – So 

they all woke early the next day to offer burnt-

offerings and to present celebration offer-

ings.  Then the people sat to eat and drank, 

after which they arose to have an orgy.  

יו  נָּ ְלפָּ ִמְזֵבַח  ַוִיֶבן  ַאֲהֹרן  ַוַיְרא 
ַויֹאַמר   ַאֲהֹרן  א  ַליהַוִיְקרָּ   ָוה ַחג 

ר:     חָּ ַוַיֲעלּו  מָּ ת  ֳחרָּ ִממָּ ַוַיְשִכימּו 
ָהָעם   ֹעֹלת ב  ַויֵֹשֶׁ ְשָלִמים  ַוַיִגשּו 
ֱאכ ל תֹו  לֶׁ  : ְלַצֵחק ַויָֻּקמּוְושָּ

 

 

ַחק                   ֵצֵחק                       צָּ

       I / ל intensive / ִפֵעל / simple      III / קָּ

    “laugh; sport; play”         “play around”

 

 
                   The Israelites Worship the Golden Calf 
 

     by Nicholas Poussin, c. 1635 
 

 


           - more follows
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32:7] – The Eternal One declared to Moses: 

“Go, get back down there— for your people, 

whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, 

have completely screwed things up.  

ה ֶאל ְיהֹוָּ ֶלְך-ַוְיַדֵבר  ִכי    ֵרד-ֹמֶשה 
ֲאֶשר    ִשֵחת ֵמֶאֶרץ    ֶהֱעֵליתָּ ַעְמָך 

ִים:    ִמְצרָּ
 

Homophonic verb roots 
 

 ”spoil; ruin; violate; corrupt; pervert“   ש-ח-ת                     ”slaughter“   ש-ח-ט                   
 

 
[32:8a] – They have quickly turned aside 

from the way which I have instructed them.” 
ר   ָסרּו  ַהֶדֶרְך ֲאֶשר ִצִּויִתם  -ִמןַמהֵֹ

 

A)   Exodus 8:22 -   

 

 
 ּתוֲעַבת - ֶאת  ִנְזַבח  ֵהן

 ְלֵעיֵניֶהם   ִמְצַרִים 
 ִיְסְקֻלנּו  ְולֹא

Look, if we sacrifice in 

their presence what the 

Egyptians consider to 

be blasphemous, will 

they not stone us? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B)   Exodus 12:6-7 -   

 

 ְקַהל   כ ל  א תו  ְוָשֲחטּו
ל-ֲעַדת  ָראֵֹ  ֵבין   ִיש ְ

ִים  ַעְרבָּ ְקחּו  הָּ - ִמן  ְולָּ
ם  ְתנּו  ַהדָּ  ְשֵתי -ַעל  ְונָּ

- ְוַעל  ַהְמזּוֹזת
 ַהַמְשקֹוף 

The entire assemblage 

of the cohort of Israel 

are to slaughter it, tak-

ing some of its blood and 

putting it on the lintel 

and the two door-posts. 

C)   Deuteronomy 16:2 –  

ַבְחתָּ  ה   ֶפַסח  ְוזָּ  ַליהֹוָּ
 ּוָבָקר צ אן  ֱאֹלֶהיָך  

ִיְבַחר  ֲאֶשר  קֹום  ַבמָּ
ם  ה ְלַשֵכן ְשמֹו שָּ  ְיהֹוָּ

You are to sacrifice the 

Passover offering to The 

Eternal One— whether 

from the flock or the 

herd— in that place 

which The Eternal One 

will have chosen. 

 

 

 

 

י -ַעל ֲאֵחִרים   ִהים ִיְהֶיה ְלָך ֱאֹל-לֹא נָּ  פָּ
D) Exodus 20:3-5 -  You may have no other gods besides Me.  

ְוָכל- ל א ל  סֶׁ פֶׁ ְלָך  ה  ַמִים    ְּתמּוָנה-ַתֲעש ֶׁ ַבשָּ ץ    ִמַמַעלֲאֶשר  ָבָארֶׁ ר    ִמָּתַחת ַוֲאשֶׁ
ֶרץ   ִמַתַחתַוֲאֶשר ַבַמִים  אָּ  לָּ

You may not make yourself an idol (nor any other kind of image) of anything in the 

heavens above, nor on the earth below, nor in the waters below the earth;  

ֶהם - לֹא ם  ִתְשַתֲחֶוה לָּ  ְול א ָתָעְבדֵֹ
you may not bow down to any such, nor may you worship them.  

 
ֶטיָך ַהּטֹוִבים  ַסְרנּו נּו ִמִמְצֹוֶתיָך ּוִמִמְשפָּ ה לָּ וָּ  .  ְולֹא שָּ

E)   Viddu’i (Confessional) for Yom Kippur Afternoon – We have turned aside from 

Your good commandments and ordinances.  Yet doing so has availed us nothing. 

ֵלינּו,  א עָּ ל ַהבָּ ה ַצִדיק ַעל כָּ ת ָעִׂשיָת ַוֲאַנְחנּו ִהְרָשְענּו  ִכיְוַאתָּ  .  ֱאמֶׁ
You are righteous in all that befalls us; for You have been steadfastly true, while we 

have done wantonly.  

ֶניָך שֹוֵכן  רֹום, ּוַמה ְנַסֵפר ְלפָּ ֶניָך יֹוֵשב מָּ ִקים.ַמה נֹאַמר ְלפָּ  ְשחָּ
 
 

           - more follows
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What, then, shall we say before You, dwelling On High; what could we declare in Your 

Presence, abiding in Heaven?   

ה יֹוֵדַע.  רֹות ְוַהִּנְּגלֹות ַאתָּ ל ַהִּנְסתָּ  ֲהלֹא כָּ

Do You not already know both every concealed and every revealed thing?  

 
ְקִדי ּוְביֹום  ם   ּוָפַקְדִּתי פָּ הֶׁ  ַחָטאָתם  ֲעלֵֹ

F)  Exodus 32:34 –  On the day of My accounting, I shall take this, their sin, into 

account. 

 
יחד   מלכלותם  אליך  שמעתי  עונותיהעתה  עליהם  כשאפקוד  תמיד  ם  ותמיד 

 ופקדתי עליהם מעט מן העון הזה עם שאר העונות 
G)    RaSHI (Shlomo Yitzchaqi, 1040-1105) on Exodus 32:34 -  [God is telling Moses here:] 

“For the moment, I am responding to your request not to destroy them altogether.  But conti-

nually hereafter, whenever I take stock of their transgressions, I 

will enter into the ledger at the same time a piece of this sin, 

combined with their other misdeeds.”

ואין פורענות באה על ישראל שאין בה קצת מפרעון עון  
 העגל

So it is that there is no punishment that has ever come upon 

Israel that does not contain within it a little of the penalty for 

the sin of the Golden Calf.  

 
II)  unassociated – special Torah assignment for “Shabbat Parah,”     

  this week before Shabbat “haChodesh” -  Numbers 19:1-22 [excerpt] - 
 

Instruct the Israelites to bring you a red heifer— unblemished, and on which no yoke has 

ever been lain— and give it to the Priest El’Azar.  It is to be taken 

outside the encampment, and slaughtered in his presence.   

The Priest El’Azar is to sprinkle some of its blood seven times in 

the direction of The Tent of Meeting, after which the heifer is to 

be incinerated whole— including its hide, flesh, blood, and 

dung— together with cedar wood, hyssop, and wool dyed crim-

son [as agents of ceremonial purification – cf. Leviticus 14:4-6].  

ֵעִצים  - ַוְיַדֵבר ַעל  הָּ
H)       I Kings 5:13 -     [Solomon] used to expound upon  

the entire plant kingdom,  

ֵאזֹוב ֲאֶשר ֹיֵצא ַבִקיר -ִמן נֹון ְוַעד הָּ ֶאֶרז ֲאֶשר ַבְלבָּ  הָּ
from the mighty cedar of Lebanon to the lowly hyssop  

that sprouts from [the cracks in] the wall.  
 

This is a sin-offering.  A person who is currently not in a state of 

ritual impurity is to gather up the ashes from the burning, and to 

store them in a clean place outside the encampment to use for making purification-water  

 
           - more follows

 ֵאזֹוב 
Hyssopus officinalis 

 
sprig of hyssop in bloom 
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ה]  Some of the ashes from the fire of cleansing are to be taken, and added to water  .[ֵמי ִנדָּ

in a container.  A person who is currently not in a state of ritual impurity is then to take a 

sprig of hyssop [as a ritually “sterile” applicator – cf. Exodus 12:22]; dip it into the water; and 

to sprinkle some on the tent and all it contains, and on the persons who were within it— 

sprinkling them again on the third day, and then again on the seventh, thereby cleansing all as 

of that seventh day.   

 
II)  unassociated – special Haftarah assignment for “Shabbat Parah,”    

  this week before Shabbat “haChodesh” -  Ezekiel 36:16-38 [excerpt] -  
 

The Word of The Eternal One came to me: “O mortal, when the House of Israel dwelt on 

their own soil, they defiled it with their ways and deeds.  So I poured out My wrath on 

them, for the blood which they had shed on their land and for the fetishes with which they 

defiled it.  I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the peoples; 

thereby did I punish them in accordance with their ways and their deeds.   

“But when they came among those peoples, it caused a profanation of My Holy Name— in 

that [those nations] said: ‘These are the people of The Eternal One, yet they had to leave His 

land!’ Therefore I am concerned for My Own Holy Name, which the Israelites have caused to 

be diminished and defiled.  

“Say accordingly to the House of Israel: ‘thus declares the Lord, The Eternal One: “I will act, 

O Israel—  not for your sake, but for My Own Holy Name, which you have caused to be 

profaned among the nations among whom you have come.  I will take you, from among the 

nations, and will gather you from all the numerous peoples, and I will bring you back to your 

own land.   

“ ‘ “I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 

you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all 

your uncleanness and from all your fetishes.   

ְטהוִרים  ַמִים  ם  יכֶׁ ֲעלֵֹ ְוָזַרְקִּתי 
ם  ל  ּוְטַהְרּתֶׁ ּוִמכָּ ֻטְמאֹוֵתיֶכם  - ִמֹכל 
 ֲאַטֵהר ֶאְתֶכם: ִּגלּוֵליֶכם 

 

“ ‘ “I will give you a new heart and a put a new spirit within you.  I will remove that heart of 

stone from your body, and give you a heart of flesh. I will restore My Spirit within you. 

Thereby will I bring you back to following My laws and faithfully observing My rules.   
 

“ ‘ “Then you shall dwell securely in the land which I gave to your forebears; you shall be My 

People; and I shall be your God.  When I have cleansed you of all your iniquities, I will 

populate your cities;  the ruined places shall be rebuilt; and the empty land, after lying waste 

as wayfarers passed by, shall be tilled once 

more.   

“ ‘ “Then the surrounding nations which are at 

present all around you shall know that I, The 

Eternal One, have rebuilt the ravaged places and 

replanted the desolate land.  I— The Eternal 

One!— have spoken, and will act” ’.”  

                 
 
 

                     The Return to Zion 

                 by Efrayim Moshe Lilien, 1902    - more follows 
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         Parashah        Extra Torah     Extra Haftarah 
 

Consideration worship molded Calf sacrifice Red heifer  revered “fetishes” 

ה ֵעֶגל         ַמֵסכָּ ה       ה ֲאֻדמָּ רָּ   ִגלּוִלים         פָּ
 
 

 

     Concept  defiling the covenant water of purification God purifies defilement 

ה              ִכי ִשֵחת ַעְמָך       ַרְקִתי ֲעֵליֶכם  ַמִים                  ֵמי  ִנדָּ                                                      ְוזָּ
    

 

 
 

 
exodus   

“the way out” 

 

מצרים  יציאת   
“the departure from 

   the narrow place” 

 
The Running Start to the Exodus 

 

In the Torah – Exodus 12:2, 12:6 

ֶהם ִאיש  ֹשר ַלֹחֶדש ַהֶזה ְוִיְקחּו לָּ ֶבעָּ
ה ְלֵבית ִית - ֹשֶ ה ַלבָּ ֹבת ֹשֶ  אָּ

On the tenth day of this month they are to 

take themselves a sheep, one sheep for 

each paternal household.  

ַעד   ְלִמְשֶמֶרת  ֶכם  לָּ יָּה  ה  ְוהָּ עָּ ַאְרבָּ
ֹאתֹו   ֲחטּו  ְושָּ ַהֶזה  ַלֹחֶדש  יֹום  ר  ֹשָּ עָּ

ִים -ֹכל ְקַהל ֲעַדת ַעְרבָּ ֵאל ֵבין הָּ רָּ  ִיֹשְ
Keep watch over it until the fourteenth 

day of this same month— and then let the 

entire assemblage of the cohort of Israel 

slaughter it at dusk. 

In Our Calendar Every Year 

Shabbat “Sh’qalim” 

     

Shabbat “Zachor,” and Purim 

      

Shabbat “Parah” 

      

Shabbat “haChodesh” 

      

Shabbat “haGadol” 

      

Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread 

      

 Seven-week count to Shavuot 

 
Towards a Higher Consciousness 

 

H)   Deuteronomy 25:17 

כֹור ֲאֶשר  זָּ ה - ֵאת  ֹשָּ עָּ
ֵלק   ְלָך ֲעמָּ

Remember what the 

‘Amaleqites did to 

you…. 
 

 

 

I)   Exodus 13:3 

כֹור ַהֶזה -ֶאת  זָּ ַהיֹום 
אֶתם  ְיצָּ ֲאֶשר 

 ִמִמְצַרִים 
Remember this day, on 

which you went forth 

from Egypt… 

J)   Exodus 20:8 

כֹור ת   יֹום -ֶאת  זָּ  ַהַשבָּ
 ְלַקְדשֹו 

Remember the Shabbat 

day, to consecrate it. 

 
י כ ל ִמְצַרִים  ֵמֶאֶרץ  ֵצאְתָך יֹום -ֶאת  ִתְזֹכר ְלַמַען  ַחיֶׁיָך  ְימֵֹ

K) Deuteronomy 16:3 -  …in order that you may remember the day of your departure 

from the land of Egypt, all the days of your life.  


