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פוּן פרשת דער וואָך

from the weekly portion
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, הָ ע ֹולָםֶהֵ ינוּ מֶ ל ֱ א, אַ ָתּה יְ ָיבָּ רוּ
: וְ ִצוָּ נוּ ַלעֲסוֹק בְּ ִדבְ ֵרי תו ָֹרה,אֲ ֶשׁר ִק ְד ָשׁנוּ בְּ ִמ ְצוֹתָ יו
Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
Weekly Portion:

vaYiqra

Consists of:

Leviticus 1:1-5:26

Sequence—
in annual Torah cycle:
in Leviticus

24th of 54
1st of 10

- Textual Structure
Structure as Conceptual Midrash Book
Genesis

content and theme

chapters
& midpoint

weekly
portions

origin of, and relationship between, the
Israelites and their neighboring nations

50 [27:40]

Exodus

departure from Egypt, and the Covenant
at Sinai as organizing principles for a community to be led by the Levitical priests

40 [22:27]
5x8

11

Leviticus

protocols of sacrificial offerings made by
the Levitical priests; associated matters of
ritual purity for the Israelite community;
and principles sanctifying human life

27 [15:7]
3x3x3

10

Numbers

the journey from Sinai to the frontier of
The Promised Land (with a forty-year
hiatus on the way)

36 [17:20]

10

Moses’s farewell address to Israel,
with a reprise of our journey and our laws

34 [17:10]

Deuteronomy

12

5 x 10

6x6
12 x 3
18 x 2
(5 + 6 + 7) x 2

11

(18-1) x 2

Let’s talk about that!
- more over
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- A) Leviticus 1:1-5 -

וַ יִּ ְק ָרא אֶ ל מֹשֶׁ ה וַ יְ ַדבֵּ ר יְ ה ֹוָה
אֵ לָיו מֵ אֹהֶ ל מוֹעֵ ד לֵאמֹר
ש ָראֵ ל וְ אָמַ ְר ָתּ
ֹ ְ ִַדּבֵּ ר אֶ ל בְּ נֵי י
אֲ לֵהֶ ם
אָדם כִּ י י ְַק ִריב ִמכֶּם ָק ְרבָּ ן
ָ
לַיה ָ ֹוה ִמן הַ בְּ הֵ מָ ה ִמן הַ בָּ ָקר
ַתּ ְק ִריבוּ אֶ ת
וּמן הַ צֹּאן
ִ
ָק ְרבַּ ְנכֶם
ִאם ֹעלָה ָק ְרבָּ נ ֹו ִמן הַ בָּ ָקר זָ כָר
ָתּ ִמים ַי ְק ִריבֶ נּוּ

Then The Eternal One called to Moses, speaking to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying:

אֶ ל פֶּ תַ ח אֹהֶ ל מוֹעֵ ד ַי ְק ִריב
אֹת ֹו לִ ְרצֹנוֹ לִ פְ נֵי יְ ה ָ ֹוה

“‘He shall bring it to the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, to his credit and favor in the
Presence of The Eternal One;

 יָד ֹו עַ ל רֹאשׁ הָ ֹעלָה ַוְ סָ מ
וְ נִ ְרצָ ה לוֹ לְ ַכפֵּ ר עָ לָיו

“‘he shall lay his hand upon the head of the
burnt offering, that it may be credited to him, to
make expiation for him;

וְ ָשׁחַ ט אֶ ת בֶּ ן הַ בָּ ָקר לִ פְ נֵי יְ ה ָ ֹוה

“‘and he shall slaughter the bull in the Presence
of The Eternal One.

וְ ִה ְק ִריבוּ בְּ נֵי אַהֲ ֹרן הַ כֹּהֲ נִים
אֶ ת הַ ָדּם וְ זָ ְרקוּ אֶ ת הַ ָדּם עַ ל
הַ ִמּזְ בֵּ חַ סָ בִ יב אֲ ֶשׁר פֶּ תַ ח אֹהֶ ל
מוֹעֵ ד

“‘Then the Aaronide priests shall offer the
blood, sprinkling the blood ‘round about the
Altar which is at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting’.”

“Speak to the Israelite people, and say to them:
“‘Any individual from among you who offers
up an offering to The Eternal One, you shall
offer up your offering from the livestock of
either the herd or flock.
“‘Should his offering be a burnt-offering from
the herd, he shall offer up an unblemished
male.

- Sacrificial Vocabulary ScoreCard verb

ח-ב-ז

significance

Bible

instances cited in. . .
Torah
Leviticus
this passage

∴ ִמזְ בֵּ ח

“to slay as a ritual offering”
“a slaughtering-place; an altar”

280
309

103
164

35
68

--1

ט-ח-ש

“to slaughter an animal”

78

47

35

1

ב-ר-ק

“approach, be proximate”
“a communing-gift”

93

83
89%

40
48%

∴ ָק ְרבַּ ן

8
20%
78 words = 10.2%

- continued
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“Communion,” In What Sense?
B1)

Ellen Frankel (1951- ), The Five
Books of Miriam: A Woman’s
Commentary on the Torah –

The primary function of sacrifices is to
restore the spiritual equilibrium of the
community.
When we inadvertently sin against God,
one another, or the community, we upset
the delicate balance so carefully regulated
and maintained by God’s law. In “going
public” with their error at the Temple altar,
the people proffered a peace offering,
asking God to be lenient with them as they
encroached upon sanctified space.

B2) Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888),
Uebersetzung und Erklärung
des Pentateuchs on Leviticus 27:1 This entire Third Book of the Torah
consists of instructions telling us how to
meet the requirements represented by
the Sanctity of the Law;
and how to lead hallowed lives as individuals and as a nation—
an endeavor to be expressed in symbolic
terms by our offerings,
and in practice by our conduct.

But after their offering had been accepted,
they still needed to right the wrongs they
had done— by reimbursing the victim, paying a fine, or discharging other legal penalties.

Let’s talk about that!
ֹשׁה וַ ְי ַדבֵּ ר יְ ה ָ ֹוה אֵ לָיו ולא כן בשאר
ֶ אמר הכתוב בכאן וַ יִּ ְק ָרא אֶ ל מ
אֹהֶ ל מוֹעֵ ד להיותו נגש אל-ֹשׁה לָבוֹא אֶ ל
ֶ  ָיכֹל מ-אהמקומות בעבור ש
המקום אשר שם האלהים רק בקריאה שיקרא אותו
C)
RaMBaN (Bonastruc da Porta, 1194-1270) on Leviticus 1:1 - Scripture says
here “Then The Eternal One called to Moses, speaking to him,” the like of which is not
said elsewhere. That is because “Moses was unable to come into the Tent of Meeting”
[Exodus 40:35] to draw near The Divine Presence where God was, until the call that
summoned him there.

 ָשׁם וְ ִדבַּ ְר ִתּי ִא ְתּ ְכבר נאמר למשה וְ נוֹעַ ְד ִתּי ל
It had already been told to Moses “I will meet with you there, to speak with you [from
between the guardian-figures that are on the cover over the Ark of the Testimony” – Exodus
25:22].

וכיון שידע שהשם יושב הכרובים שם נתירא לבא באהל כלל עד שיקרא אליו
 הֶ עָ נָןֹמ ֶֹשׁה בַּ יּוֹם הַ ְשּׁבִ יעִ י ִמתּו-כאשר עשה בהר סיני שאמר וַ יִּ ְק ָרא אֶ ל
Once he knew that The Ineffable One was seated there on the guardian-figures, he was too
awed to enter the Tent at all, until God summoned him— even as God had done at
Mount Sinai, even as it is written: “on the seventh day God summoned Moses from within
the cloud…” [Exodus 24:16].

Let’s talk about that!

