TNNYTNYIO )9 FROM THE WEEKLY PORTION
February 14, 2026

“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology
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«Tachometer Torah” Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
AN TN Weekly Portion: Mishpatim
_‘;\. ’ 1 Consists of: Exodus 21:1-24:18
2 L
Al Sequence—
in annual Torah cycle: 18" of 54
...read down to the red line in Exodus: 6t of 11

A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Exodus 24:1-4a

Context:  Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinai, and
a record of the legisiations we undertook for the conduct of the society we were to establish
in the Promised Land.

Content: Last week we read how the Israelites at Mount Sinai willingly agreed to be
governed henceforth by the Word of God, both comporting themselves as individuals, and
conducting themselves as a society, according to the rules they would be given. Having
heard The Ten Commandments in chapter 20, they urge Moses to go up and receive the rest
of God's laws... which are recounted to him in chapters 21 through 23.

24:1] - Then [God] said to Moses, “Come up ~ DPN NN’ bN ‘]b}) N YN bN]
[the Mountain] to The Eternal One— you and D’)’J\’)] NY’I’JZ‘U m b ]qij
Aaron; [his eldest sons] Nadav and AviHu; and

seventy [of the other] elders of Israel— to bow 7ﬁﬁ)ﬂ Dﬂ”lﬁﬂ\’)_n 7NW\’)’ 2230

down from afar. [24:2] - Now Moses alone is N‘J D—n _11_1’ bN 1735 _W)D \’))J’l

to draw near The Eternal One; the others with 1)93’ 1‘7}” N9 D)’_n W))’
him shall not approach, nor shall [any of the
other] people come up with him.”

24:3a] - So Moses went and recounted to the bD NN D)’b 790N "l\’)D N3’1
people all The Eternal One, and D’DD\’)D'] 53 nN) j1—p

all the rules—

24:3b] - to which all the people resionded, with b: 1‘\)32@] TN 517 oyn bD WN

one accord, declaring: “All the words| that ‘1\’))’) A“q, Y31 ‘1\’)N -D"'iﬁ‘l’
The Eternal One has spoken, we will do and 113V)9)

obey!”

- more over
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24:4a] - Whereupon Moses wrote down all ﬂ’l‘]’ ‘JD N ‘]\’)D 3]137]
The Eternal One [i.e. Exodus 20-23].

singular _ plural
Semantics: noun - absolute 27 037
noun - construct AT M7 3a, 44

(“the davar of...”
“a thing, an item; a matter, an affair, an issue”
727
“a word, an utterance; a proclamation, a rule”

Roman Holiday (1953) - Audrey Hepburn
as Princess Anna asks to meet the repre-
sentatives of the world press.

4_ The fifth man from the left introduces
‘ himself as “Stern; Davar, Tel Aviv.”
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Masthead of Davar, publication
of Israel’s Histradut Labor Union psw

débutissue - June 1,1925 | PRI Yﬂ& ) o)) ﬂm’
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The translators render D727 in Exodus 24:3 and 24:4...

Jerome-Vulgate (382), Saadya-Tafsir RaSaG (c. 930 CE), John Wycliffe (1383), Martin Luther
(1522), William Tyndale (1525), Geneva (1560), Reina-Valera (1569), Douay-Rheims (1589),
King James (1611), Jewish Publication Society (1917), Aryeh Kaplan (1981), Mesorah (1993),

Everett Fox (1995), Robert Alter (2004) words

Targum Onkelos (c. 110 CE) sayings NN oration
Jean-Frédéric Osterwald (1744) utterances les paroles
Septuagint (c. 225 BCE) proclamations  To pnuota

authority
Jewish Publication Society (1999) commandments

- continued
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A) Exodus 19:7-8 -
DyYN NP7 NIPN NYH NI

D927 Y2 NN D-msb DN
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On coming back, Moses summoned the

leadership of the people, and placed
before them all these which The

B) Exodus 24:3 -
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So Moses went and recounted to the
Oﬂ The
Eternal One, and all the ordinances—

Eternal One had commanded him—

29 YN THN 2P 0yN D2 WwN
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to which all the people responded, with
one accord, declaring: “All M

of which The Eternal One has

spoken, we will do and obey!”

75 INNN TN OYD 72 NYN
YY) NN 937 WK
to which all the people answered
together: “All that The Eternal One has
said, we will do.”

How much constitutes “All of God’s Words...”?

Exodus 19 - The Ten Commandments Exodus 20:2-14
Exodus 24 - “o “ and civil legislations ‘% plus 21:1-23:33
Exodus 34 - Covenant Redux Exodus 34:11-26
Numbers 36 - body of administrative, legislative, and ritual rules

Number 25-36
Deuteronomy 27 - Promised-Land Prescription Deuteronomy 27:15-26

Promised-Land Ratification Joshua 8:32-35

NYHN HVH NIYN NN DIIND DY DY 1NN

[Joshua] wrote upon the altar a copy of the Torah of Moses
MY YN D91 927 N NY ... NIPD 927 YD NN NP
YYIN? NI NY TYN NYN

He read aloud all the words of the Torah; there was no word, from among all
that Moses had commanded, which Joshua did not read.

Joshua &

Ezra 8 Ratification on return to the Land Ezra 8:2-3, 9:3
80N 1Y IND 19 12 NN M1’ NN 1992 INIPN
(=020 o»D NYan mﬁbu
[Ezra] read from the Torah book from [Ezra and the communal leaders] read
first light to mid-day. . . . from the book of the Torah of The

Eternal One, their God, for a fourth
of the day. . . .

- more over
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Number of Words in the Hebrew text of...

Book characteristic words @ 130 wpm
1)  Genesis preliminary history 32,046 4.1 hours
2)  Exodus narrative & legislative 71,723 1.5 hours
3) Leviticus e e 11,950 1.6 hours
4)  Numbers o0 s 16,368 2.1 hours
5)  Deuteronomy reprise history 23,008 3 hours
entireTorah..............ccciviinn. 95,085 12.2 hours
less Genesis 63,039 8.1 hours
legislative content alone 40,071 5.13 hours

‘ﬂ"!‘.}‘l’t\ “the Words...”| as sacred utterances

ﬂiﬂ? M7 the Words of The Eternal One
authority
YN MAT these, My Words

NIND M7 the words of this Torah )
mMan "MAT the words of this Covenant partnership
ﬂ?lﬁi:l MAT the words of this Sacred Oath

C)  Yehezkel Kaufmann (1889-1963), Great Ages and ldeas of the Jewish People - In the
time of Ezra and Nehemiah, an event of enormous — - : :
significance took place: the Torah was fixed and canon- | YR DY IYN NPND NN

ized. The motive in this undertaking was that true N 22090
repentance could only be shown if Israel made God’s : :

Torah the basis of its life. -

In previous ages it had existed as a type of literature,
composed in varied styles and variously formulated by the
circles of priests and scholars who cultivated it. The new
aspiration to live by the Torah made it necessary to collect
the ancient scrolls, to combine and consolidate them into
an organized, integral whole that the people might
know the will of God. There arose a desire to establish a
canon of sacred writings, authorized by the consent of the

people and the sages. nwn’ ﬂj? %9 Hy

210 NIV 295D DNY N PNN YD KDY YT OYN NMIIN 1YanN) /290
MDY NP 92D NYAN) WX
D) Midrash M’chilta d’Rabi Yishma’Eil, baChodesh 5 - Initially the Torah was
offered to every nation on earth, so that none should subsequently have occasion to com-

- continued
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plain before The Divine Presence: “Had it been offered to us, we would have readily ac-
cepted it upon ourselves!”

N2 )00 /N NN NINIY DPDY I1D2P RIY IYWAMWY N
But, indeed, it was offered to them— and they were unwilling to accept it; even as it is said
in Scripture “The Eternal One has come from Sinai [and shone upon them from Seir, appear-
ing from Mount Paran and approaching from Riv’vot-Qodesh” - Deuteronomy 33:2].

DNN 22PN DNY ININY YYIN VY 2D DY NOIMY |
2 25105 7MY NN NNND DN

God manifested before the descendants of the wicked Eisav
[elder brother of Jacob, father of the Edomites, founder of the

inimical nation to the southeast of Israel,] and said to them:
“Would you like to be given the Torah?”” They asked: “What
is written in it?”
NXIN XD ONY NN
He told them: “You may not murder.”
DY MINIY AN NYINNY DY NN I 1IN
NN TN
They replied: “The very heritage which our father left us was
“You shall live by your sword’ [Genesis 27:40].”
DN DY72PN DN AN AR PNHIY 22 DY NN
12 215 N1 12 DX NN NN
God then manifested before the descendants of Ammon and '
Mo’av[, the illegitimate children of Abraham’s nephew Lot,
founders of the inimical nations to the east of Israel across the Jordan,] and said to them:
“Would you like to be given the Torah?” They asked: “What is written in it?”
GNIN N DY NN

He told them: “You may not commit adultery.”
N22P) TR DNPANND VID NN OPNY PIN DNIT YININ NI 1D NN
They told him: “All of us are children of adultery”— even as it is written: “Thus were both
the daughters of Lot with child by their father” [Genesis 19:36].
2N NN I IR NNNN IR DNX PIAPN DN VINR INYNIY )2 DY 19X
(!
God then manifested before descendants of Yishma’FEil [, elder half-brother of Isaac, founder
of the inimical desert tribes to the south of Israel,] and said to them: “Would you like to be
given the Torah?” They asked: “What is written in it?”
2N XD ODNY NN
He told them: “You may not steal.”
21270 2PN OTN KXID NP NN 2PNDT 1PN THAN) NN N2 APARIAN
Apmhb
They replied: “The very blessing that had been pronounced upon our forebear Ishma’Eil
was: ‘he shall be a wild ass of a man[, his hand upon everything’ ” - Genesis 16:12]. (More-
over, it is written [that Joseph declared in Egypt] “For, indeed, | was stolen away [out of the
land of the Hebrews” by the Ishmaelites - Genesis 40:15]).
927 WX DD 119N DO DI INND 1D NT YN 170 DRIV DN NIYI)
YNV NV 'N

- more over
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Yet when God approached the Israelites— and “at His right hand was a fiery law to them”
[Deuteronomy 33:2]— they all eagerly declared: “All The Eternal One has spoken, we will

do

E)

'79

and we will obey!

D217 T2 TN N NN T2

Prayerbook, benediction over Torah -  Praised are You, Eternal One— our God,

and universal Sovereign—

027 Y21 NI INI YN

Who had chosen us (from among all other peoples!)

NP NN N 1NN

and given us Your Torah.

F)

RaMBaM (Musa ibn-Maimun, 1135 1204) Commentary on the Mishnah -

G)

mnN D’N:l‘?t msb mmwb t:mo:ub :m ﬂﬁ m-nm nmmz

7. I believe with complete faith that the prophecy of Moses our teacher peace
unto him, was true; and that he was foremost of all prophets— both prior, and
subsequent.

NN 1T NNY NNINND NPHD DY NNIY NMNNXD PHND NN - N
mb\m vby 39 nYny ‘mmﬂ

8. I believe with complete faith that the entirety of the Torah which we now
possess was given to Moses, our teacher peace unto him.

1)3\’) "["]:m’ N'n:l“l J'\ND J'HI'\N "1"113'1

9. I believe with complete faith that this Torah will not be changed and that
there will be no other Torah given by the Creator, blessed be His name.

A PNXYIND TOY TN MNYY N RN NN
Daniel ben-Y hudah of Rome — Yigdal (1404) -

A Torah of truth did God present to His People,
by means of His prophet, most faithful of His House!



