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, הָ ע ֹולָםֶהֵ ינוּ מֶ ל ֱ א, אַ ָתּה יְ ָיבָּ רוּ
: וְ ִצוָּ נוּ ַלעֲסוֹק בְּ ִדבְ ֵרי תו ָֹרה,אֲ ֶשׁר ִק ְד ָשׁנוּ בְּ ִמ ְצוֹתָ יו
Parashah Stats
Weekly Portion:

Tol’dot

Consists of:

Genesis 25:19-28:9

Sequence—
in annual Torah cycle:
in Book of Genesis:

6th of 54
6th of 12

- A Salient Selection from the Portion Genesis 26:12-33
Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of Abraham’s and
Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as the founder of the Israelite people.
Context:

In time of drought God persuades Isaac not to leave Canaan for Egypt, and to
remain within the Promised Land. Isaac comes to terms with AviMelech, the ruler of Gerar,
and is given license to settle in that frontier outpost of Philistine territory.
Content:

אָרץ הַ ִהוא וַ יִּ ְמצָ א
ֶ ָוַ יִּ זְ ַרע יִ ְצחָ ק בּ
ְשׁעָ ִרים
בַּ ָשּׁנָה הַ ִהוא מֵ אָה
:וַ יְ בָ ֲרכֵהוּ יְ ה ָ ֹוה

- Isaac sowed in that land, and realized
that year a hundred-fold harvest yield, because The Eternal One had blessed him.

26:12]
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[26:13] So the man became great, getting continually richer until he was very wealthy.
[26:14] He had vast flocks and herds, and a
large household— so the Philistines became
jealous of him. [26:15] (Now all those wells
which his father’s servants had dug— in the
days of his father Abraham— the Philistines
had sealed up, by filling them in with dirt).

per acre

 וְ ג ֵָדל עַ דֹ הָ לוֶוַ יִּ גְ ַדּל הָ ִאישׁ וַ ֵיּל
צֹאן-ל ֹו ִמ ְקנֵה- וַ יְ ִהי:ג ַָדל ְמאֹד-כִּ י
וּמ ְקנֵה בָ ָקר וַ ֲעב ָֻדּה ַרבָּ ה וַיְ ַקנְ אוּ
ִ
הַ בְּ אֵ רֹת אֲ ֶשׁר- וְ כָל:אֹתוֹ פְּ לִ ְשׁ ִתּים
חָ פְ רוּ עַ בְ ֵדי אָבִ יו בִּ ימֵ י אַבְ ָרהָ ם
אָבִ יו ִס ְתּמוּם ְפּלִ ְשׁ ִתּים וַיְ מַ לְ אוּם
:עָ פָ ר





- continued
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Then AviMelech told Isaac: “Go away
from us, for you have become far mightier
than we.”
[26:16]

ֵיִ ְצחָ ק ל- אֶ לֶוַ יֹּאמֶ ר אֲ בִ ימֶ ל
:עָ צַ ְמ ָתּ ִממֶּ נּוּ ְמאֹד-מֵ עִ מָּ נוּ כִּ י

הַ נְּפִ לִ ים-הַ נְּפִ ילִ ים בְּ נֵי ֲענָק ִמן-וְ ָשׁם ָר ִאינוּ אֶ ת
A)

Numbers 13:33 - We saw there giants, of a titanic race of primeval giants,

וַנְּ ִהי בְ עֵ ינֵינוּ כַּ חֲ גָבִ ים וְ כֵן הָ יִ ינוּ בְּ עֵ ינֵיהֶ ם
and we viewed ourselves as mere grasshoppers— for so they must have seen us!”
26:17] - So Isaac departed from there and
encamped in the watercourse of G’rar, where
he settled. [26:18] - Isaac re-dug the water
wells which had first been excavated in the
days of his father Abraham (and which the
Philistines had filled in after Abraham’s
death), calling them by the same names his
father had given them.

שׁ ְֹמרוֹן
ְשׁכֶם

Shomron

Sh’chem

רוּשׁלַם
ָ ְי

Jerusalem

גְּ ָרר- ִמ ָשּׁם יִ ְצחָ ק וַ ִיּחַ ן בְּ נַחַ לֶוַ ֵיּל
- וַיָּ ָשׁב יִ צְ חָ ק וַיַּ ְחפֹּר אֶ ת:וַ יּ ֵֶשׁב ָשׁם
בְּ אֵ רֹת הַ מַּ יִ ם אֲ ֶשׁר חָ פְ רוּ בִּ ימֵ י
אַבְ ָרהָ ם אָבִ יו וַ יְ סַ ְתּמוּם פְּ לִ ְשׁ ִתּים
אַחֲ ֵרי מוֹת אַבְ ָרהָ ם וַיִּ ְק ָרא לָהֶ ן
 ָק ָרא לָהֶ ן-כַּשּׁמֹת אֲ ֶשׁר
ֵ
ֵשׁמוֹת
:אָבִ יו
 السامرةas-Samirah (“Samaria”)
نابلس

Nablus (“Neopolis”)

 القُدسal-Qud’s (“the Holy”)

מָ ֵר ָשׁה

Maresha

ﺳنطانة

חֶ בְ רוֹן

Chevron

 ْال َخلِيلal-Khaliyl (“the Dear Friend”)

Santanah
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26:19] - But when Isaac’s servants, digging in
the wadi, found there a well of spring water,
[26:20] the herdsmen of G’rar contended
with Isaac’s herdsmen. They delared: “That
is our water!”



So he named it ‘Esek [“contention”], because
they contended with him. [26:21] – But once
[his workers] had dug another well, they
disputed that one also; so he named it Sitnah [“opposition”].

-יִ ְצחָ ק בַּ נָּחַ ל וַ ִיּ ְמצְ אוּ-וַ יּ ְַחפְּ רוּ עַ בְ ֵדי
וַיָּ ִריבוּ רֹעֵ י:ָשׁם בְּ אֵ ר מַ יִ ם חַ יִּים
רֹעֵ י יִ ְצחָ ק לֵאמֹר לָנוּ-גְ ָרר עִ ם
הַ מָּ יִם
הַ בְּ אֵ ר עֵ ֶֹשק כִּ י-ֵשׁם
וַ יִּ ְק ָרא
ִה ְתעַ ְשּׂקוּ עִ מּ ֹו וַ יּ ְַחפְּ רוּ בְּ אֵ ר אַחֶ ֶרת
עָ לֶיהָ וַ יִּ ְק ָרא ְשׁמָ הּ-וַיָּ ִריבוּ גַּם
:ש ְטנָה
ִֹ

verb

נ-ט-ש
ֹ

“oppose with enmity; accuse, file suit against; condemn”

noun

ָֹשטָ ן

“an enemy; an opponent; an accuser”

-א ְי ֵֵרד עִ מָּ נוּ בַּ ִמּלְ חָ מָ ה ו-א
ש ָטן בַּ ִמּלְ חָ מָ ה
ֹ ָ ְלָּנוּ ל-יִ ְהיֶה

מֹהיְ מֵ י ְשׁ-ש ָראֵ ל כָּל
ֹ ְ ִש ָטן לְ י
ֹ ָ וַ יְ ִהי

B) I Samuel 29:4 - “Let this fellow not
go off with us to war, so that this one will not
turn on us as an opponent in battle.”

C) I Kings 11:25 - [R’zon ben-EliYada’]
remained an enemy of Israel all the days
of King Solomon.

- He moved from there and dug yet
another well, over which they did not quarrel; so he called it R’hovot [“spaciousness”],
saying, “Now at last The Eternal One has
granted us ample space to increase in the
land.” [26:23] - From there he went up to
Be’er-sheva.

וַ יַּעְ ֵתּק ִמ ָשּׁם וַיַּ ְחפֹּר בְּ אֵ ר אַחֶ ֶרת
א ָרבוּ עָ לֶיהָ וַ יִּ ְק ָרא ְשׁמָ הּ ְרחֹבוֹת ְו
עַ ָתּה ִה ְר ִחיב יְ ה ָ ֹוה לָנוּ-וַ יֹּאמֶ ר כִּ י
 וַ יַּעַ ל ִמ ָשּׁם בְּ אֵ ר:אָרץ
ֶ ָוּפָ ִרינוּ ב
:ָשׁבַ ע

26:22]

D)
Tamara Cohn Eskanazi (1951- ), The Torah: A Women’s Commentary Isaac’s
peaceful disposition is apparent in the patience with which he digs and re-digs wells.
When his ownership of wells is challenged, he relinquishes them, whereas his father
Abraham had stood his ground (21:25). Later, Isaac’s passivity and persistence pay off
when AviMelech recognizes his merit and concludes a treaty with him. 

וַ יּ ֵָרא אֵ לָיו יְ ה ָ ֹוה בַּ לַּיְ לָה הַ הוּא
הֵ י אַבְ ָרהָ ם אָבִ י ֱוַ יֹּאמֶ ר אָנֹכִ י א
 אָנֹכִ י וּבֵ ַרכְ ִתּי ִא ְתּ-ירא כִּ י
ָ  ִתּ-אַל
 בַּ עֲבוּר אַבְ ָרהָ םֲזַ ְרע-יתי אֶ ת
ִ ֵוְ ִה ְרבּ
:עַ בְ ִדּי
אָרץ אֲ ֶשׁר אֹמַ ר אֵ לֶי
ֶ ָ ֵתּ ֵרד ִמ ְצ ָריְמָ ה ְשׁכֹן בּ-ה ָוה וַ יֹּאמֶ ר אַל
ֹ ְוַ יּ ֵָרא אֵ לָיו י

- That night The Eternal One appeared
to him and said, “I am the God of your father
Abraham. Fear not, for I am with you, and I
will bless you and increase your offspring for
the sake of My servant Abraham.”
26:24]

E) Genesis 26:2-3 - The Eternal One appeared to [Isaac], telling him: “Do not go down
to Egypt; rather, dwell in the land which I will tell you.

 וַאֲ בָ רֲ כֶ ךּאָרץ הַ זֹּאת וְ אֶ ְהיֶה עִ ְמּ
ֶ ָגּוּר בּ
“Reside in this land, and I will be with you to bless you!”
- continued
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F)
Harold Kushner (1935- ), Etz Hayim Torah and Commentary - Why does God appear to Isaac now? From God’s message, it would seem that Isaac was discouraged, perhaps because of his repeated conflicts with neighbors, perhaps with the resigned recognition of a middle-aged man that he would never match the achievements of his father.
God assures him that his life is still rich with meaning and purpose.
- So he built an altar there and invoked
The Eternal One by name. Isaac pitched his
tent there, and his servants began digging a
well.
26:25]

וַ יִּ בֶ ן ָשׁם ִמזְ בֵּ חַ וַ יִּ ְק ָרא בְּ ֵשׁם יְ הֹוָ ה
- ָשׁם עַ בְ דֵ י- ָשׁם אָהֳ ל ֹו וַיִּ כְ רוּ-וַ יֶּט
:יִ צְ חָ ק בְּ אֵ ר

א־שׁם בְּ ֵשׁם יְ הוָ ה אֵ ל ע ֹולָם
ָ וַיִּ ַטּע אֶ ֶשׁל בִּ בְ אֵ ר ָשׁבַ ע וַ יִּ ְק ָר
G) Genesis 21:33 - [Abraham] planted an eshel at Be’er-Sheva, and invoked there the
name of The Eternal One, the Everlasting God,
26:26] – Then AviMelech came to him from
G’rar, with Ahuzzat his councilor and FeeKole chief of his troops. [26:27] - Isaac said to
them, “Why have you come to me, seeing
that you have been hostile to me and have
driven me away from you?”
26:28] – They replied “We have truly seen that
The Eternal One has been with you, and we
thought: ‘Let there be a sworn treaty between our two parties, between you and us.’
Let us make a pact with you [26:29] - that you
will not do us harm, just as we have not
molested you but have always dealt kindly
with you and sent you away in peace. For
you are now blessed of The Eternal One!”

 אֵ לָיו ִמגְּ ָרר וַ אֲ חֻ זַּ תַ הָ לֶוַ אֲ בִ ימֶ ל
 וַ יֹּאמֶ ר:ֹ ְצבָ או-מֵ ֵרעֵ הוּ וּפִ יכֹל ַֹשר
אֲ לֵהֶ ם יִ ְצחָ ק מַ דּוּעַ בָּ אתֶ ם אֵ לָי
שנֵאתֶ ם א ִֹתי ו ְַתּ ַשׁלְּ חוּנִ י
ֹ ְ וְ אַ ֶתּם
:מֵ ִא ְתּכֶ ם
הָ יָה יְ ה ֹוָה-ֹאמרוּ ָרא ֹו ָר ִאינוּ כִּ י
ְ וַ יּ
 וַ נֹּאמֶ ר ְתּ ִהי נָא אָלָה בֵּ ינוֹתֵ ינוּ ָעִ מּ
: ָ וְ נִכְ ְרתָ ה בְ ִרית עִ מֶּבֵּ ינֵינוּ וּבֵ ינ
א  ַתּ ֲע ֵֹשה עִ מָּ נוּ ָרעָ ה ַכּאֲ שֶׁ ר-ִאם
טוֹב- ַרקשינוּ עִ ְמּ
ֹ ִ ָ וְ כַאֲ ֶשׁר ענְ ַגעֲנוּ
 בְּ ָשׁלוֹם אַ ָתּה עַ ָתּה בְּ רוּ ֲוַ נּ ְַשׁלֵּח
:יְ הוָֹה

 יְ ה ָוֹה לָמָּ ההָ עָ יִ ן וַ יֹּאמֶ ר בּוֹא בְּ רוּ-הַ גְּ מַ לִּ ים עַ ל-הָ ִאישׁ וְ ִהנֵּה עֹמֵ ד עַ ל-וַ ָיּבֹא אֶ ל
ִיתי הַ בַּ יִת
ִ תַ ֲעמֹד בַּ חוּץ וְ אָנֹכִ י פִּ נּ
H) Genesis 24:30-31 [Lavan] came running up to the man, who was still standing by
the camels at the well, and said: “Come, O blessed of The Eternal One! Why should you
remain standing outside? For I have cleared out the house to accommodate you!
I)
Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on 26:28-29 AviMelech and his
companions stressed that just as they had not done any harm to Isaac in the past they now
expected him to swear that he in turn would not do anything that would harm them in the
future. Isaac could not be expected to understand what they meant by the “ טובgood” they
had done for him, until they explained that the very fact that they let him depart whole in
body and assets was in itself an act of kindness. Kings sometimes pass legislation to
remit taxation and extend financial aid to some of their subjects. They do so for one of two
reasons:
- continued

Shabbat Tol’dot – November 21, 2020 - page 5

1)
If the day would come when the government is in need of financial aid
they would have grateful wealthy citizens to call upon to provide loans to the
government.
2)
In order to enhance the economic standing of their countries. A country
which contains many wealthy people thereby adds to the glory of its rulers.
As a result one could have argued that any kindness AviMelech had done for Isaac were not
of an altruistic nature, but were designed to enhance the king’s personal reputation as a ruler
over a successful country. AviMelech denied such an interpretation of his motives by
saying: “just as we never harmed you,” meaning that there were no selfish motives in that
part of the “ טובgood” they had done for Isaac. The very fact they had let Isaac depart with
all his as-sets intact and had not imposed an emigration tax had made AviMelech’s country
poorer. According to their reasoning this proved that every kindness they had shown Isaac
had been genuine, not self-interest— all of this was alluded to in the words ראו ראינו.
J)
Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888), T’rumat Tz’vi - this diplomatic mission from
AviMelech is very significant. Although he himself had broken faith with the son of Abraham, violating the covenant he had made with Abraham [in 21:22-23], he was nonetheless
anxious to obtain a covenantal oath from Isaac. During the later periods of Jewish national
life, the Jewish nation, regardless of the circumstances at the time, was noted and grudgeingly respected for its adherence to all the covenants it ever entered upon.
26:30] - Then he made for them a feast, and
they ate and drank. [26:31] - Early in the
morning, they exchanged oaths. Isaac then
dismissed them, so they departed from him
in peace.

:ש לָהֶ ם ִמ ְשׁ ֶתּה וַ יֹּאכְ לוּ וַ יִּ ְשׁתּוּ
ֹ ַוַ יַּע
וַ יּ ְַשׁכִּ ימוּ בַ בּ ֶֹקר וַ יִּ ָשּׁבְ עוּ ִאישׁ
אָחיו וַ יְ ַשׁלְּ חֵ ם יִ צְ חָ ק וַ יֵּלְ כוּ מֵ ִאתּ ֹו
ִ ְל
:בְּ ָשׁלוֹם
וַ יָּקוּמוּ בַ בּ ֶֹקר וַ יֹּאמֶ ר ַשׁלְּ חֻ נִ י לַא ֹדנִי

K) Genesis 24:54 - When they arose the next day, he said, “Release me to return to my
master.”
Structural forms of the verb

ח-ל-ֹש

יִ ְשׁלַח

יְ ַשׁ ַלּח

I/simple active – “he sent”

III/intensive active - “he dismissed”

26:32] - That same day Isaac’s servants came
and told him about the well they had dug, and
said to him, “We have found water!” [26:33] He named it Shivah [“oath”]; therefore the
name of the city is Be’er-Sheva to this day.

וַ יְ ִהי בַּ יּוֹם הַ הוּא וַ ָיּבֹאוּ עַ בְ ֵדי יִ צְ חָ ק
אֹדוֹת הַ בְּ אֵ ר אֲ ֶשׁר-וַ יַּגִּ דוּ ל ֹו עַ ל
:ֹאמרוּ ל ֹו מָ צָ אנוּ מָ יִ ם
ְ חָ פָ רוּ וַ יּ
-כֵּן ֵשׁם-וַ יִּ ְק ָרא אֹתָ הּ ִשׁבְ עָ ה עַ ל
הָ עִ יר בְּ אֵ ר ֶשׁבַ ע עַ ד הַ יּוֹם הַ זֶּ ה

