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Parashah Stats

Weekly Portion vaYeitzei
Consists of Genesis 28:10-32:3
Sequence—
in annual Torah cycle: 7% of 54
in Book of Genesis: 7% of 12

- A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Genesis 29:27-35

Context Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective
nations; and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as
the founder of the Israelite people.

Content This week’s portion finds Abraham’s and Sarah’s grandson, Jacob— having fled
the vengeance of the older twin brother whose primogeniture he has usurped, and taken
refuge at his uncle’s house in The Old County— finds himself married to the wrong cousin.

29:27 [His Uncle Lavan told him:] “Fulfill the -D) 7 MN)N HNY YAy Non
nuptial week for this one, and then the other TR ) '\\JN. h‘T:l)’El .JI'I-N;('J'\N
one will be given to you— in consideration of i PN P

MINN DY -¥aY Y 70y

your undertaking thereafter to serve me an
additional seven years more.”

)’:_l\f_)' “[the number] seven” )_H:l\:)' “a week” —» )_’:l\’) “the week of...”

“other, in addition”
Tn'\nl_‘{ adjective (fp) {

“afterwards, later on, subsequently”

A)  Yosef Shalom Elyashiv (1910-2012), Piskei Maran -  Someone who weds a woman
must rejoice with her for seven days, devoting himself solely to eating and drinking and
rejoicing with her. A groom is forbidden to engage in occupational work the entire Seven
Days of Feasting, even when his bride gives her permission. For the entire Seven Days of
Feasting the groom is exempt from worshipping with a minyan. When worshipping alone,
he does not recite Tachanun; when he joins the congregation in worship— with the permis-
sion of his bride— that assemblage praying with him is exempt from reciting Tachanun.

- continued




Shabbat vaYeitzei — November 28, 2020 - page 2

29:28] So that is what Jacob did: he finished ~ NINY Y2V Nb)gn 12 APy wyn
up the nuptial week for that one, after which 'l\’)Nb 13 P2 7!'\'1 -NN 15 -1

[his uncle] gave him his daughter Racheil to

wife. [29:29] (And Lavan furnished his maid- ""53 - N2 7"‘"7 Y22

servant Bilhah to his daughter, Racheil, to be ﬂDQ\’)b _1? U\DQ\?
her attendant).

Lavan
Jacob’s uncle (brother of his mother, Rebekah)
I
| I

body-servant, Zilpah «——Lei’ah === Jacob === Racheil — Bilhah, body-servant
elder sister younger sister
v v
by primogeniture & primacy by husbandly preference
DNMN NN 372x INDY DN 235x
29:30] Whereupon [Jacob] was intimate with -D) 2ANNN bn‘) N D) NIN

Racheil, as well [as with her older sister, his Y Y 13)))1 —]Nb)g oN-NN
first-bridel— indeed, he loved Racheil even NIINN ONY-yaY)

more than Lei’ah. Then [after the nuptial
week] he began serving [his uncle] another
seven years subsequently.

29:311 Now The Eternal One, seeing that ,']N? ANNY-YD MY NM
Lei’ah was disfavored, opened her womb, :—]-“7” 51'\'1.1 ﬂ)ﬁﬁ'\'}l?‘.{ ﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂ

while Racheil remained infertile.

Antonym Verbs (#4at don’t really mean all they Say)

2-N-N “love” <:> N-)-V “hate”

246x in TaNaCh 170x in TaNaCh

NN DXNNI D2)2-5273 INYN NNY 1N MIPIN N2 DPD 20N
B) 1 Samuel 1: 5 6 - On the festlval occasions that ElQanah offered sacrlﬁces he would
share portions of it with his wife P’ninah and her children,

[RIAIARIRP)Y ﬂ1“1’1 ANR MIN-NN I OXINX NNON NI 11 “Dﬁb1
while to Chanah— even though he favored her otherwise— he gave only one smgle por-
tion, for The Eternal One had closed her womb.

N TY2 M2 MP-D NHYID NIY2 OYI-0) ANIY NHDYI
In order to distress her, her rival [P’ninah] taunted her all the time that The Eternal One
had closed up her womb.

O Tamara Eskanazi (1951- ), The Torah: A Women’s Commentary - Whereas Jacob
has split from [his older twin] brother, Racheil must live alongside her sister as co-wife. This
chapter emphasizes that Jacob “loves” Racheil by mentioning it three times. God infers
from this that Lei’ah is in contrast “disfavored,” and intervenes by making her fertile.

- continued
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29:32] So Lei’ah conceived, and birthed, a NIPM )2 O OINY DM
son. She named him Re’uVein— for she Un_y - Y WA VAV
NI NN 0D SN MY
had said: “The Eternal One has seen, for
now my husband will favor me!” 230 NNY 22 MM '11_1’
YOOIN
Genesis 4:1 Eve -n-w N WVINOINIP '\)QNJ'n P2-NN ‘rbm
Genesis 4:25 “ NN Y DIDN ID-NY 2D HY INY-NX XIPM
Genesis 16:13 Hagar "N, 5N [RRRAS '1’7?‘{ 927D NMIN-OY KIPM

Genesis 19:37  Lot’s eldest AN 1Y NIPM 12 NP0 TOm

“ owou Lot’s younger  %B¥=-12 10V NIPM 12 NTY2 NIN-D)
Genesis 35:18 Racheil 1712232 ﬁ‘?'N]Q AN NIN-12 1Y XIPM
Genesis 38:4 Bat-Shu’a 1;”‘{ 1)3\’)'3'\2‘{ NI)PMH1 'Tbﬂ] T DM
Exodus 2:10 Pharaoh’s daughter NIV OAD- 73 '\)__QNT'\] ﬂ\’)’ﬁ 1)3\") NXIPM
Judges 13:24 Mrs. Mano’ach )1\0)9\’) '1)3\?'3'12:_{ NIpmM 2 ﬂ\?ND 7?3_"]]
| Samuel 1:20  Chanah ININIY INY-NN NIPM 12 T NI DM
Il Samuel 12:24  Bat-Sheva ANYY NY-NN [NIPM] NP2 T7M

D) Ellen Frankel (1951- ), The Five Books of Miriam: A Woman’s Commentary on the
Torah - Hagar the Stranger comments: “Watching the two sisters vie with each other for a
place in their husband’s heart, we understand how difficult is the burden of dependence in a
relationship. They both wait upon Jacob’s favor and God’s grace, and then the heartache
begins all over again with their children.”

The Sages in our own day teach: “In the ancient Near East, one vital measure of a wife’s
worth was her ability to bear sons— to tend the fields, herd the flocks, defend land and
honor, and carry on the family name. For the woman herself, unable to inherit on her own,
sons represented security in her old age. And in a loveless marriage such as Lei’ah’s, sons
might also capture a husband’s heart.”

Re’uVein = IN7 “behold; look!” + 93 “achild; a son”

E)  Georges Roux, Ancient Iraq - Based on their inscriptions, as well as their per-
sonal names, the Arameans worshipped Mesopotamian gods— such as [the rain god]
Haddad or Adad, [the moon god] Sin, [the fertility goddess] Ishtar (whom they called Astarte),
[the sun god] Shamash, [the Spring rebirth god] Tammuz, [the thunder god] Bel, and [the war-
rior god] Nergal— as well as Canaanite-Phoenician deities such as the storm-god El, who
was the supreme deity of Canaan, in addition to [the warrior goddess] Anat and others.

29:33] Then she conceived again, and birthed -9 "\)gNh]_ )2 ‘T?m T 90M
a son, at which she declared: “The Eternal IN .ﬂNﬂJ'\’)"D. M vy

One has truly heard how disliked I am, and e Ay s S5y
has now given me this one!” So she named my RX9pM NI-NNX-DI ’-b Rk

him Shim’on. PYIY

Shim’on = )’)_3\? “He has heard” + ]'1 [instrument or document; diminutive]

- continued
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29:34] Then she conceived again, and birthed NRY MNM )2 Tom 1Y 90Mm
a son, at which she declared: “This time my ’ﬂT‘Tb";D N N )9 oyoN

husband will truly be joined to me, since | -MINIP ]?'7)_’ 02 Tl\?b\’) 15

have borne him three sons!” That is why y 7
[s]he called his name Leivi. "H my

n-)-> 1) “loan, lend”
2) “accompany, escort; be joined with, adhere to”

MmN “funeral” N0 MN
nan 3'121?0 “escorting the dead” “ushering out the [Shabbat] Queen”

F)  Asher ben-Y’chiEil (1250-1327), Seifer Hadar Zekeinim — When a woman births a
child, she carries it in both her arms. Upon birthing a second infant, she holds one in her
right arm, and one in her left. But when a third child arrives, she requires her husband’s
assistance to help her hold them.

Thus, when Lei’ah birthed her third son, she said “This time my husband will truly be
joined to me, since I have borne him three sons”— and with only two arms I cannot hold
all three of them by myself!”

29:35] Then she conceived again, and birthed IMNRM 12 ‘rb]'n_ Y 90M

a son, at which she declared: “This time I will ]3'7)) M-NN DTN DYON
give thanks to The Eternal One!” That is why 7)3 J-'\ N T _r - N 3 D\’) j&:‘a
she called his name Yehudah— after which, ym  npm SN

she left off birthing. ﬂTbD

G) Efrayim Zalman Margolis (1762-1828), Tiv Gittin - The Talmud tells us:
WVYTPNY NTINY DTN 7P XD MY NN XN T2 WYTPN K12V DPN
MN-NX NTIN DYID IMNIV INTIM AND NHNAY 7Y NI TN2
from the day that The Holy And Blessed One created this world, no person
ever acknowledged The Holy And Blessed One with gratitude, until Lei’ah
arrived and thanked God— even as it is said: “this time [ will give thanks
to The Eternal One” [B’rachot 7b].
But how can this be, when the rabbis teach elsewhere that the Three Patriarchs had already

instituted the three daily worship services, long before Lei’ah appears in the Torah?

The prayer of thanks-giving Lei’ah recites upon the birth of Judah is not the same as
the prayers associated with the Three Patriarchs. That is because the verb N7 hodah
signifies “to acknowledge with gratitude.” The term implies a situation in which a person
acknowledges that another party— previously thought to have been wrong or unjust— was
right and just all along. That was the situation for Lei’ah, who had initially seen only unhap-
piness in her life. Feeling unwanted and unloved, she was convinced that The Eternal One
had wronged her.

But when she had three sons, one after another, she came to realize that her initial unhap-
piness had made her worthy of becoming ancestress of most of the Tribes of the Israelites.

- continued
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She therefore said, upon birth of the fourth, “this time I will give thanks to The Eternal One,
acknowledging that what I had thought was evil and unjust was actually a manifestation of
Divine favor!”

The Patriarchs and their families had many occasions to praise The Eternal One— but none
of them ever had occasion to “acknowledge” the wisdom of God’s ways, as Lei’ah did.

T-1D-Y  “stand; stand up; stand in place” .’. “stand still”

YN VN - NTIN THYM
H) Midrash Genesis Rabbah 71:5-  “Then she stood from birthing” — Rabbi Ammi
says:

NN TN AYN HY N9 T90v9 N

who is it that sets up a woman’s standing within her house?

%2
[It is] her children.

- A structural view of this Parashah in the Torah scroll -

28:10, beginning of this week'’s portion, vaYeitzei 28:9, end of last week’s portion, Tol'dot
NMIND NWI parashah s’tumah (sealed-off portW '//

AT ARY-NE Xpn1
pme

32:3, end of this week’s portion, vaYeitzei 32:4, beginning of next week’s portion, vaYis%:h
DMINS NWI parashah p'tuchah (opened-up portion)

M)2? DYAN NT NNYT NN 35N ANRY N NPYNYa DYUONNT OND 2 IN)

NTNI IINNNT XNON MINT 1PI2 D22 NYOY 1D ONT21-7D N MWON
D) Moses de Leodn (1250?-1305), Seifer haZohar 154b-155a - [Lei’ah had said of the
birth of her first-born] merely: “Look, a son”— because he was only one component of a
collective cohort with Shim’on and Leivi. Lei’ah already knew this, even as it is written
[upon the birth of Leivi:] “This time my husband will truly be joined to me, since I have borne
him three sons!” [29:34], inasmuch as those three were to be conjoined into a single unit.

M99 N2 TANNNRT XOYN TITY AN NNROY NN RAT NI 291T %N XM
NUOTP NOWT NIT PRIY 12017 NN YIIN

- continued
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Come see how this is: the Heavenly Throne consists of the Three Patriarchs of Israel, to
whom David— King of Israel!— was conjoined, all four of whom together form a Celestial
Tetrad as an intimation of The Holy Four-Lettered Name of God.
NT INN2INDD NT O 1991 5957 AN 99D "D NYNY 1INT KT O
AN IHTINUN RINT 13 NN THYM M MM-NN NTIN DY >N
129179
The same holds true [here below] for Re’uvein, Shim’on, and Leivi— after whom comes
Yehudah, the repository of the monarchy. And that is why all of them are brought
together in this one [narrative block in 29:32-35 which concludes— upon the birth of Judah— by
saying:] “This time I must give thanks to The Eternal One!” etc. “after which, she left off
birthing,” since the four corner-posts of The Throne was now assembled.

11222 NI ONNA NIM-NNX NTIN NINN NNYV ONRHD NIN-NNX NTIN OYID
“This time I must give thanks to The Eternal One!” - what is the reason she said “I must
give thanks to The Eternal One” for this one [ = Judah], and not for all four of them?

NIN DWW IND RYITP RNY RMDHA IXIW NDIDT NI DI NONND NON
From this we learn that, so long as the Household of Israel is in Exile, The Holy Name
remains incomplete.

I Genesis 49:10 -

1’?}'1 Yan ppnm PN \72\’) ‘1-102'2‘{'5
The scepter shall never depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from beneath his feet,
DY NDP? T2°Y N2-D Ty
So that his due tribute shall come to him,
and the homage of the nations shall be his!




