Jewish Congregation of Marco Island

A CLOSE LOOK AT TORAH
Focus on a question in the weekly portion
April 11, 2026

“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology
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“Tachometer Torah” Parashat-haShavu’a Stats

OV T Weekly Portion: Sh’mini
_\2\\. 6,’_ Consists of: Leviticus 9:1-11:47
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A’ e °d Sequence—

, in Leviticus: 3 of 10
...read down to the red line in annual Torah cycle: 26 of 54

A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Leviticus 9:1-5

Context: Lewiticus, third of the Five Books of the Torah, is a catalogue of ceremonial
laws, dealing in large part with the sacrificial offerings made on God'’s Altar. Although
named for the Levitical priests who officiated at the Altar, it defines the ritual; spiritual;
and, in some cases, ethical norms for all of Israelite society.

Content: The latter part of Exodus detailed the manufacture of the Israelite Altar; the
initial part of Leviticus detailed the sacrificial offerings, which the Aaronide priests would be
making on that Altar. Now the eight-day ritual that simultaneously consecrates the Altar
and ordains the Cohanim comes to its conclusion, as on its eighth and culminating day
Moses relinquishes his temporary réle of High Priest and hands things off to his brother.

9:1]1 - Then on the eighth day Moses sum- 7\’))3 NP O»nvn 012 NN

moned Aaron and his sons, together with the 72‘{']\’)’ ’J?’(b] 1,3351 ]T']Nb
Israelite Tribal leaders.

9:2] - He instructed Aaron: “Take yourself a )2 ‘J))’ ‘[b NP DN DN NN
calf of the herd for a purgation-offering, and a DD’Dﬂ "15)’7 7’2‘(1 ﬂN\Dﬂb 173

ram for a burnt-offering— both of them 5
unblemished— to be offered in the Presence —'1—]= ng :D'?—J]
of The Eternal One.

9:3] - “Then you are to instruct the Israelites: NP ‘])ij 22TH bNﬁ\’)’ )3 bN}

‘Take a goat for a purgation-offering, and an )3 \;):131 b))”l T\NUﬁb D’T)’ '\’)’\’)
unblemished calf and yearling ewe for a ﬂb}’b DD’Dﬂ Y

burnt-offering,

- more over
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9:4a] - “ ‘as well as an ox and a ram for a
celebration-offering to slaughter in the Pre-
sence of The Eternal One, together with a
grain-offering drenched in oil—

9:4b] - “ ‘for this day The Eternal One is
appearing to all of you’.”

9:5] - So they brought everything Moses had
instructed to the entryway of the Tent of
Meeting, whereupon the entire assemblage
came up and stood in the Presence of The
Eternal One.
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verses 2 and 3 - burnt offering ﬂ?)’ -9-Y  “to ascend”
Leviticus 1:3
alternate:  “holocaust” olokovtopor  “‘complete burning”
verses 2 and 3 - purgation offering ~ NIXVN N-U-N  “to sin”
Leviticus 4:3ff, 6:18
alternate:  “sin offering” apoptiog “sin[-offering]”
verse 4a - celebration offering D’D?\{) D-Y-¥W “to be whole”
alternate:  “peace offering” ocwtnpiov “salvation”
pacificorum “peace-making”
verse 4a - grain offering [RIAR)A] N-)-) “to appease”
Leviticus 2:1ff noun “tribute”
alternate:  “meal offering” d@pov “gift”
oblationem “offering”

Y 47 NP IDN DN NN

‘ 9:2- He instructed Aaron: “Take yourself a calf of the herd . . .
verb NP =  imperative form of N-P-2
“take; acquire; procure; bring”
preposition + pronoun = prepositional phrase
bN “to; for” NN “you” 4'[5 “to you”

- continued
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1) Idiom of Utility -

A) FExodus 5:11 -

TUNR 139 D7 1N 157 DN
DINTIYN YN PN D INIDN
127
Get ye hence— get your own straw,
from wherever you may find it; yet there

B) Exodus 9:8-9 -

N9 09N Non DIY NP
MYN  NYHh PN wg:
DIND DY MDY . . . DY OPY)

ARl vn\vb PN YY)

Take yourselves handfuls of furnace
soot, and let Moses toss it skyward in

Pharaoh’s presence . . . that boils may
burst forth on man and beast alike.

must be no decrease in your work quota.
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C) Jeremiah 37:2-3 - Get yourself a blank scroll, that you may write upon it
all the words which I have spoken to you regarding Israel and Judah.
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Perhaps the House of Judah will then cons1der all the eV11 whlch I have planned t0 do to
them and each will repent his evil ways, so that I may forgive their iniquity and their sins.

II) _Idiom of Personal Advantage -

DQ? NPHN ”’ﬂ)ﬁ ﬂN’ ﬂJ? NN DD’T\)J NJJ]'N NHNNN)
D) Genesis 34:9 -  Intermarry with us: give us your daughters, and you may then
take our daughters for yourselves.

NI 120 NHN N192) NIND NN NYYN DIP 193 %Y 1IN 77 VY
99532
E) Genesis 6:14, 6:17-18, 6:21 - Make yourself an ark of gofer-wood, crafting it
tightly and caulking it inside and out with pitch.

M 32 IYN W2 5D NNV NIND DY D0 212170 NN NN NN MIN)
20D YN NN THN 292 DN OIHNPD . .. OMN

For I am bringing a great flood of water over the earth, to destroy every living thmg, but
I am making My promise to you, that you may come inside the ark [and be spared].

PIN DOON) JIN2 TN 2NN 79N 99 NP7 NHX)

Moreover, you must take yourself all kinds of food and gather it in with you.

TN IR XIND DN PAR I TN TIND 97 72

- more over
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F)  Genesis 12:1-2 - Get yourself out of your land, your birthplace and your
father’s house, to the land which I will show you—

N272 M) TRY NZTIND TIIINY 2V7) 2017 TUn
for there I will be making of you a great nation, blessing you and making your
reputation great so that you will be a blessing.

V9P T2 I PINYY 11 M WK YN 10 12 YYIN? N 99 N2
G) Numbers 27:18-20 -  Take yourself Joshua bin-Nun, a man of spirit, and
appoint him to leadership.

DIPYY? INN NIIY) NTYD 72 )97) 102D NYoN 297 NN NTOYN)
IR 033 NTY 52 WNY? Y7 DY TINN NHNY)
Stand him before ElAzar, the High Priest, and before the entire assemblage; and formally
instruct him in their presence, giving some of your glory to him in order that the

Israelite community may obey him.

1) An idiom of personal initiative -

INYY? 237 10 N I 1939 VI IR 1IN DIV 77 NIY

H) Numbers 13:2 -
am giving to the Israelites.

Send yourself some people to tour the land of Canaan, which I

DN NOWI YD INYR PN NVNY THX YK TON YN

You are to dispatch one man from each paternal Tribe— each of them a credible chief-

tain.

I) RaSHI (Shlomo Yitzchaqi,
1040-1105) on Numbers 13:2 -

75 YN PPN DN - T7 NIV
“Send yourself” - I am not instructing
you thusly;

NSV NNIN ON

send if you want.

J) Midrash Numbers Rabbah 16:8 -

NYPA ON . . . NWNY N7apn DN
TS5 9 oY
The Holy And Blessed One told Moses
“If you are making the request, then
‘send yourself””— that is, “on your own
initiative.”

K) Talmud, Sotah 34b -

TP 7 N2V VPO I IR
Reish Lagqish says that “Send yourself”
denotes “based on your own under-
standing.”
MISYY Y3 PON M2 DY DTN D)
271D 2%y 2V XNOT NOIM
But does this good man then not bring
about evil upon himself? Yes, for it is
even as it is written: “That seemed to me
a good idea [Deuteronomy 1:23],”
YA N 1Y VPO v INN
0PN Y
on which Reish Laqish elaborates: “to

me”— but not to The Omnipresent
One!

- continued
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IV) The self-advantage of expiation - \

1772pN Y2 9991V w1INY - DY 77 NP
L) RaSHI on Leviticus 9:2 - “Take yourself a calf “ - to inform us that The Holy
And Blessed One is thereby making expiation for him, ¥ I i A ;

VYV DHyn DY DY N Dy Oy

by means of this calf, for his having earlier made the
[Golden] Callf.

The Israelites Revere the Golden Calf
Nuremberg Bible, 1403

IND V7 75D N T IS - D) T2 NP
DYYWY DN NN DHIYN NIN NYY R ’5 oDy
M) Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on
Leviticus 9:2 - “Take yourself a calf “ - when it says
“yourself,” it means that this will be to Aaron an eternal sign that he had not made
the [golden] Calf intentionally (which Heaven forbid!), neither had he gone astray by
offering it obeisance.
MY TN DY NAVYNHD NI NIND NI YT DY NIYW NON PINN NYV NI
22 1955 Doyy
Because— precisely to the contrary— it came about without prior plan, and without evil

intent; for which reason, he is allowed to make expiation by means of [offering] a calf.
NN NIN DIV DMWYNY TND DNXIW 1D PRY NN
MIYTR NI ONY IRLNY DHYN NI NIV TION
NMVP
This is not the case with his fellow Israelites. Inasmuch as their
making of the Calf was entirely willful and wanton, for them to
bring a calf as a purgation-offering would not be apt, but would
be— to the contrary!— an indictment.
7199 /7 1127 ©)I 925 YINNR DY N TIPNY NN
ANt DHIYN NYYY TXD 2N3 YTH12 DINON DM
You will thus find [in Midrash Leviticus Rabbah 21:10] that The
Eternal One mandated that on Yom Kippur Aaron was not to
enter the interior shrine of God’s Own Abode while wearing the
golden vestments, inasmuch it was from gold that he had
earlier made the Calf.

The High Priest of Israel
wearing his golden vestments
17"-century Dutch sculpture

TNIN NNVNY TP Y2 2 T2 NP DN IN NN
ANIMY 97YR NN NN INND NYN D ININRY
TMNY DY 9957 DIPNN
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N) Midrash Sifra, M chilta d’Millu’im 3 -  “He instructed Aaron: ‘Take yourself a
calf of the herd for a purgation-offering’” teaches that Moses told Aaron: “My brother,
even though The Omnipresent One is willing to make expiation for your sins,

DN KOW TY 75395 PNT AYY JOY YU 19 PINY 1Y AR Y
NN N‘JN -nsm NN IDNN NOW) YTPND THND TRIVY KDY WUTPND

- e 7 ‘ “you are first going to have to present some

n gift to the Prosecutor, before you may enter

E the Sanctuary— not lest He hate you when

'\ you come into the Shrine, but lest you think:

P I nced no other expiation than my own self’!”

§ Aaron making his first offering,
under Moses’s direction
by Gerard Hoet, 1670

[ ; :
P32 W T2 N NOR O MN
N oW 9 NP N0 ynw Y Nnd NRVNY

O) Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 3b-  Why should Scripture stipulate “He then in-

structed Aaron: ‘Take yourself a calf of the herd for a purgation-offering’”? Learn from
this “take yourself” that “[it must be furnished] from your own [personal herd].”

P2 12 192 YTPN DX YINX N2 NNT2 N OTON 0NN DI
219PM) mmnb DY mvw NY NP? bm\m )32 NTY NNDI N NINRVNY
9 09 19 N NRVND 19 NN DN

As for the offerings of Yom Kippur, we see that it is written: ‘Here is how Aaron is to
enter the Shrine: having offered up a bull as a purgation-offering” [Leviticus 16:3. Since
that same passage goes on to say that] “he is to take from the Israelite assemblage two
goats as their purgation-offering [16:5],” why should it then proceed in the next verse to
say “then Aaron is to offer up the bull purgation-offering which is his [16:6]”?

NN YN 1D OND NN YOV

Learn from this “which is his” [that is must be be furnished] from his own [personal
herd].”

V) Advantage: restoring the glory of Aaron -

NYTINNY? 100 NIV
P) Malachi 2:7 - The lips of a priest must preserve knowledge,
N ﬂ?IN‘.}g ﬂiﬂ? ?[18?’_2 239N W)"Q;l? i'ﬁjﬂ]
for Torah is sought from his mouth, since he is an emissary of Eternal One, Lord of
Hosts.

YN 1Y NIYIY 19IR 039 NNIN P90 TN NYN NIVN ITO TN P NN
WP NWN IND MY 12 101D) NWN DRNDYD WM NN PONDI P99
Q) Talmud, Eiruvin 54b - Our Mishnaic sages taught: how was Torah conveyed?

- continued
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Moses learned it directly from the Mouth of the Almighty. Then Aaron entered, and
Moses taught him the regulations involving him. When Aaron stepped aside and sat at
Moses’s left, Aaron’s sons entered; Moses taught them the regulations involving them.
IIN ITIN 227 PINN IRNDYD INNIN) NYN 1P WY TTYON 172 IPOND)
IPONDI JPO NWN N MY DNIPT IDID) NN NYN PYD YINN DNIYD
P9 NV N0 MY DYN D3 101D DN
When Aaron’s sons stepped aside, EIAzar sat at Moses’s right side, and Itamar at his left
(although Rabbi Judah says that Aaron alone remained always at Moses’ right-hand
side!), the leaders of the community entered; Moses taught them the regulations involve-
ing them. When the communal leaders stepped aside, the entire people entered, at which
Moses taught them the regulations involving them.
DYN D2 T2 ONY DIPIN T NYOY P2 T2 AYAIN JIIN 193 INSNI)
TAN
Thus Aaron heard four [recitations of the Torah]; his sons, three; the leaders, two;
and the entire people, one.
P9 M N0 NV ININ PONDI P INNR D MY NN PONo
AYAIN 59N 792 N¥MY P9 DNPY INY NY 12 IPOND)
When Moses departed, Aaron taught the rest; when Aaron departed, his sons taught them;
when his sons departed, the Tribal leaders taught; and when the Tribal leaders left them,
everyone retained Torah, by virtue of a four-fold repetition.
D2Y9 NYAIR YTNROND NNVYD DTN 21N TIYIN 29 IIN INON
Rabbi EliEzer says on this basis that a person is obligated to instruct the pupils the same
lesson four times.

R) Leviticus 9:1 - S) RaSHI -

SYY oWNIYNT - SNIY? NN

YN NIP OPHNYD DPa O0N vNRvNny 023 199X MaTH 9
HNIYI 2P 1)29) YIDRY POND NN XY N2V NNNO2

On the eighth day, Moses summoned ' 222
Aaron and his sons and all the Israelite And all the Israelite leaders” - to let
leaders. them hear that it was by Divine man-

date that Aaron was embarking into
service of the high priesthood, so that
none of them could say that it was of
[Moses’] own initiative.

MMPN NN XIN DNPIY TIAD N7APN PONY 1IN
T)  Midrash Leviticus Rabbah 11:8 - We find that The Holy And Blessed One appor-
tions honor to the leadership of the community not just once, but on numerous occasions.

NN DDA OTDON NI DNZN NIN) INIYW? NPT N NION) T2
N
At the burning bush, God proclaimed: “Go and gather together the Israeclite leaders,
telling them: ‘The Eternal One, the God of your forebears, appeared to me’ [Exodus 3:16].”

- more over
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NI’ YR DRTINI DIYH 120 HX HXTY? NPT NON DX D3
MY NPY DN TN
In Egypt: “You and the Israelite leaders are to come to the Emperor of Egypt, and you are
to tell him: ‘The Eternal One, the God of the Hebrews, has summoned us’ [Exodus 3:18].”
XYY pIN DWIY) NIDIANY AT DN) NN MY O 1Y
PR DINDYN)
At Mount Sinai: “Come up to The Eternal One— you and Aaron, Nadav and AViHu, and
seventy of the Israelite leaders— and together reverence Me from afar [Exodus 24:1].”

1"\\3\’)1 DYN MNPY ON D YT '\\’)N 7N'\\’)’ PAIPRYA] VIR D’)’:l\’) 9 [RA%ZAS
THY DY 1ANINN) TYIN SNN N ONN nnvbw
And in the Wilderness: ‘“Please gather Me seventy people from the Israelite leadershlp,

known to you to be credible and respected leaders of the people; and take them with you
to the Tent of Meeting and position them there with you [Numbers 11:16].”

TNV NPT TVIn HNa
And in the Tent of Meeting: “...and all the Israelite leaders [Leviticus 9:1].”
NYI2Y M29D NION) 77NN DN TAD PYIN N7APN NIY DNYY 9N
1922 1IPT 123) DYV PN 102 NINIY NI 722 2 7END
Even in the future to come, The Holy And Blessed One is apportioning honor to the com-
munal leaders. For even so is it written: “The moon shall hide its face, and the sun be

abashed, when The Eternal One of hosts will rule in Zion and in Jerusalem, with God’s
Own Glory revealed to His leaders [Isaiah 24:23].”

Moses and Aaron Address the Israelite Leadership /In hEgypt
by James Tissot, 1896



