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A Word Out -of-Season 

Rabbi Gross is away from our community during the Summer months, and will 

return to the pulpit in time for Sôlichot over the Labor Day weekend.  

In the interim, he has asked us to share with our members a schtikeleh Toyre (ña 

little slice of Torahò) during this slow season. 

  

An ancient Jewish folktale, teaching a lesson about a sense of proportion:  

It happened once, in a far-away country long ago, that a pauper was so driven to 

desperation by his hunger and poverty that he stole a loaf of bread.  Apprehended 

in the act, he was taken before the king and sentenced to death by hanging.  

Bowing before the king in humble acceptance of this harsh decree, he begged: ñI know a great secret, 

entrusted to me by my father, which I ask leave to divulge to the king and his court so it will not die 

with me.  I know how to plant a pomegranate seed in the ground, in such a manner that it will grow 

into a mature tree and bear new fruit in the course of a single night.ò 

His imagination piqued by this great wonder, the king granted a stay of execution so that his court 

could witness the convicted criminal carry out this miraculous act.  But after the thief had cleared an 

area in the royal garden and dug a hole, he looked up and declared: ñthe magic is dependent upon 

the integrity of its practitioner.   For the wonder to occur, the seed can only be planted by a man who 

has never in his life stolen anything.  I, being a convicted thief, can of course not do it.ò 

Unwilling to be thwarted from seeing the miracle, the king turned to his Prime Minister and handed 

the pomegranate seed to him.  ñI regret, your majesty, that once, as a young man, I kept for myself 

an article left with me for safe-keeping.  That was a dishonest act, which disqualifies me from 

planting the seed.ò 

The royal Treasurer, offered the seed, put his hands behind his back.  ñYour Majesty, in dealing with 

the vast sums of your treasury, I may have at some time entered into the ledger a smaller amount 

than actually came in, and as such cannot claim to absolute probity in this matter.ò  

The king himself, still holding the seed, called to mind that he had himself once coveted and 

appropriated a jeweled ring belonging to his father. 

Seeing his hesitation, and recognizing it for the confession it was, the emboldened thief turned to 

the king and his courtiers.  ñYou are all wealthy and powerful persons, possessed of riches and 

influence beyond the imagination of mortal menð yet none of you is guiltless enough to plant this 

seed, while I, who stole only a little food, am to be hanged.ò 

The chastened king not only vacated the death-sentence against the thief, but in recognition of the 

manôs cleverness retained him as a royal advisor.  And it is a matter of record that the former thief 

never hungered thereafter, and never had need to steal again. 

 

Yalkut Mordechai: Notes from Rabbi Gross 

 



JCMI Schedule of Services 

July and August, 2018 ïTammuz/Av/Elul , 5778 
 

 Shabbat Pinôchas ï  

Friday, July 06, 7:30 p.m. [candles 8:04]  

Saturday, July 07 ï  parashah: Numbers 25:10-30:1, with I Kings 18:46-19:21. 
 

 Shabbat Mattot/Masôei ï  

Friday, July 13, 7:30 p.m. [candles 8:03]  

Saturday, July 14 ï  parashah: Numbers 30:2-36:13, with Jeremiah 2:4-28, 3:4. 
 

 Shabbat Dôvarim-Chazon ï  

Friday, July 20, 7:30 p.m. [candles 8:01]  

Saturday, July 21 ï  parashah: Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22, with Isaiah 1:1-27. 
 

 Shabbat vaEtchenan-Nachamu ï  

Friday, July 27, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:58]  

Saturday, July 28 ï  parashah: Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11, with Isaiah 40:1-26. 
 

 Shabbat Eqev ï  

Friday, August 03, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:54]  

Saturday, August 04 ï  Conducted with Rabbi Gross and Cantor Jacobsen by Bar-Mitzvah candidate 

Zach Benarroch.  Parashah: Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25, with Isaiah 49:14-51:3. 
 

 Shabbat Reôeh ï  

Friday, August 10, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:59]  

Saturday, August 11 ï  parashah: Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17, with Isaiah 54:11-55:5. 
 

 Shabbat Shofôtim ï  

Friday, August 17, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:53]  

Saturday, August 18 ï  parashah: Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9, with Isaiah 51:12-52:12. 
 

 Shabbat Ki Teitzei ï  

Friday, August 24, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:46]  

Saturday, August 25 ï  parashah: Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19, with Isaiah 54:1-10. 
 

 Shabbat Ki Tavo ï  

Friday, August 31, 7:30 p.m. [candles 7:39] ï  This last-Friday-of-the-month will include a service for 

the reading of the Torah.  

Saturday, September 01, 9:30 a.m. ï Rabbi Gross conducts the first Torah-study session of this 

program year in the Meer Center, focusing on some aspect of this weekôs portion ï Torah, 

Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8; Haftarah, Isaiah 60:1-22.  

Saturday, September 01, 8:00 p.m. ï  late-night dessert reception and Sôlichot service, in preparation 

for the coming Rosh haShanah New Year season. 

 

 



PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

IN RECOGNITION OF DICK LERNER AND  

IN MEMORIAM TO SANDRA LERNER 

 
The Jewish Congregation of Marco Island would like to recognize two of our most devoted 

congregants, Dick Lerner and his wife, the late Sandy Lerner.  The Lerners and their family 

have gifted JCMI their time, their talents and their generosity, including state-of-the-art 

sound system equipment and updated computers in our office. 

 

Dick and Sandy were long-time members of the Bingo Committee and contributed to the success of this important 

synagogue event.  For many years, Sandy served as the synagogueôs representative to the annual Womenôs Interfaith 

Breakfast Committee.  When it was JCMIôS turn to host the annual breakfast, Sandy coordinated and presented an 

outstanding breakfast and program. 

 

Sandy passed away January 30, 2018.  In her memory, Dick has donated much needed audio/visual equipment 

including a new projector, Blu-ray DVD player, and installed an electric movie screen which comes down from the 

ceiling with just the press of a button.  Our screen, most-often used during our Sidney R. Hoffman Jewish Film 

Festival, had deteriorated to the point where we were using Gorilla Tape to hold it together. 

 

We thank Dick for his donation to help improve our synagogue and which serves to keep Sandyôs memory alive. 

~ Sue R. Baum 

 

Be There To Welcome Our ñBocherò 

Our own Zach Benarroch, son of Al and Yvette Benarroch, will be leading services the first weekend in August, in 

celebration of attaining the age of responsibility for Godôs Commandments.  Honor our Bar-Mitzvah bocher by 

being on hand to welcome him into our community of faith and saying ñamenò to the prayers he will recite at: 

 ] Shabbat Eve worship ï 7:30 p.m. on Friday, August 03;  

 ] Shabbat worship and Torah Service ï 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, the 04th; and 

 ] a special weekday morning Tôfillin Minyan ï 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 05th.  

 

Sôlichot, Spiritual Experience Sept 01 

Join Rabbi Gross and Cantor Hari on the evening of Saturday, September 01, for a festive dessert 

and introspective spiritual event in anticipation of and preparation for the coming New Year 

season. 

It is customary for the community to gather on the last Saturday night before the New Year to 

recite the Sôlichot penitential prayers, praying at midnightðeven as, according to tradition, King 

David used to arise at midnight to sing Godôs praises.   

Midnight is a trifle late for most of us, so instead plan to meet at JCMI at 8:00 on September 01 for 

a dessert reception.  Itôs the other side of Friday nightôs óOneg-Shabbat, where we pray and then 

nosh; here weôll eat and then prayðand it wonôt be the same, if youôre not on hand to share it with 

us in anticipation of the coming sweet New Year!  



 

  

JCMI is looking for volunteers to help us in the new season.  Many of our long-time 
volunteers are taking a much-deserved break from their many years of mitzvah.  Luckily, 
they are still here to lend us guidance as we welcome in some new faces to help us keep 

JCMI humming along. 

Do you enjoy shopping or laying 

out a pretty table?  Then perhaps 

you'd like to be part of our Oneg 

Committee .  In the past, the Oneg 

Committee has purchased food 

and prepared it on Friday 

mornings for the evening's Oneg 

Shabbat. 

This is the perfect mitzvah for you 

if you can spare one day each 

week to purchase and/or prepare 

the food. 

Are you often complimented 

on your culinary skills?  Do you 

run your kitchen like a well -

oiled machine?   Then perhaps 

you would enjoy volunteering 

as a JCMI Chef ! 

 

In the past, the Chefs have 

planned, prepared and 

presented many a fine dining  

experience for the 

congregation.  Take part in this 

mitzvah to help us with a few 

seasonal dinner events.  
Do you love a good game?  Have you 

got some organizational skills that 

you're ready to put to use?  How about 

jumping aboard the Mah Jongg 

Tournament Committee? 

This is a one-day event in February 

that the Mah Jongg players in our 

community look forward to every year.  

After 15 years of hosting this 

tournament, it will be a worthwhile 

mitzvah to help keep it going. 

Today, we're not asking for money, we're 

asking for your time.  Being involved and 

helping your synagogue be successful in its 

daily operation and  fund-raising events is a big 

mitzvah. 

If you are interested in chairing or taking part 

in any of these committees please call the 

JCMI office at 642-0800.  ~Thank you!!  
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August Anniversaries                  

 

3 Stan & Esta Alliker 

7 Bert & Joan Thompson 

8 Herb & Diane Wallack 

10 Stephen & Sandra Hechler 

14 Eugene & Dolores Siegel 

14 Chuck & Maxine Shapiro 

21 George & Estie Karpman 

22 Frank & Beth Weinberg 

26 Herb & Ginny Jermanok 

28 Irwin & Frada Roseff 

  

 

 

August Birthdays                                 

 

2 Barbara Schwartz 

4 Richard Kalin 

5 Mary Pinto 

9 Sandra Hechler 

11 Alan Daroff 

16 Carol Atkin  

19 Natalie Klein 

22 Stan Alliker 

23 John Reiches 

30 Irwin Roseff  



September Anniversaries                  

 

7 Millard & Trudy Bloom 

14 Evan & Sherry Phillips 

14 Morris & Nancy Margolis 

 

 

September Birthdays                                 

 

5 Allen Blumenthal 

5 Bea Margolis 

6 Peg Geller 

7 Morris Margolis 

7 Bernie Seidman 

7 Al Benarroch 

10 Herb Jermanok 

10 Rosalie Segall 

11 Bonnie Perlman 

12 Cynthia Patterson 

12 Roger Blau 

16 Beth Povlow 

18 Roberta Schwartz 

19 Walter Cahn 

19 Bert Posner 

22 Carole Kendall 

22 Bernie Blutfield 

23 Enid Levi 

24 Herb Wallack 

27 Jackie Zwillenberg 

27 Jason Katz 

 

 

 

 

 


