Jewish Congregation of Marco Island

A CLOSE LOOK AT TORAH

Focus on a question in the weekly portion
October 31, 2026

“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology
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«Tachometer Torah” Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
P ol Weekly Portion: vaYeira
_‘2\\. "1 Consists of: Genesis 18:1-22:24
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A R Sequence—
, in Genesis: 4t of 12
...read down to the red line in annual Torah cycle: 4™ of 54

A Salient Selection from the Portion -

Selections from the opening of Genesis 18

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the
physical universe,; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective nations;
and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as the
foundation of the Israelite people.

Content:  Having, as a sign of his commitment to his Covenant with God, recently circum-
cised all the males of his household— including himself— the desert patriarch experiences
an unusual visitation.
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he was sitting at the entryway of the tent
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18:4] - Let a little water be brought, that you
may bathe your feet, and recline a bit under the
tree. [18:5a] - And let me fetch a morsel of
bread, that you may strengthen your hearts—
only after which may you continue on, inas-
much as you have passed the way of your ser-
vant.”

18:5b] - They replied, “All right; do as you have
said.” [18:6] - So Abraham hastened into the
tent to Sarah, and said: “Quick, three sei’ahs of
choice flour! Knead and make cakes!” [18:7] -
Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf,
tender and choice, and gave it to a servant lad,
who hastened to prepare it. [18:8] - He took
yogurt and milk, and the calf that had been
prepared; and, setting these before them, he
remained standing over them under the tree as
they ate.

18:9] - They said to him: “Where is your wife
Sarah?”” To which [Abraham] replied, “There, in
the tent.” [18:10a] - To which He declared: “I
will return to you next year, and your wife

'9,

Sarah shall have a son!

18:10b] - Sarah was listening at the entrance of
the tent, which was behind him. [18:11] - Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in
years; the way of women was no longer upon
Sarah. [18:12] - So Sarah laughed inwardly,
thinking: “Having shriveled up, should I enjoy
such pleasure, with my husband also so 0ld?”

18:13] - At that The Eternal One said to Abra-
ham: “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘How
could I really bear a child, as old as I am?’
[18:14] - Is anything too wondrous for The
Eternal One? 1 will return to you at the same
season next year, and Sarah shall have a son.”

18:15] - Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh”
(because she was frightened); but He replied:
“No— you did, indeed, laugh.”

18:16] - At that, the men got up from there and
looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham
walking with them to send them on the way.
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site of Abraham’s
encampment,
under protective
walls of the Hittites

y’l(:h:vron l

nonn o’
“the Salt Sea”

Southern terminus

------------------ Be'er-Sheva @ Arad of the Jordan River
elevation 3,050 feet o as DYTYN PRY
above sea level. Sodom “Depths of the
(modern) Abyss”- elevation
1,400 feet below
presumed location sea level.
of the four
"Cities of the Plain
0790 - S’dom 199y - ‘Amorah

DTN - Admah

(W) )"23 - Bel’a (Tzo’ar)
spared at Lot’s request — Genesis 19:20-23

D’tlS - Tz’voyim

18:17] - Now The Eternal One said [inwardly]:
“Should I be hiding from Abraham what I
am doing, [18:18] - inasmuch as Abraham is
to become a great and populous nation, and all
the nations of the earth are to bless themselves
by him? [18:19] - For I have singled him out,
that he may instruct his children and his pos-
terity so that they may keep the way of The
Eternal One by doing what is just and right, in
order that The Eternal One may bring about for
Abraham what is intended for him.”

18:20] - So The Eternal One said, “The outrage
of Sodom and Gomorrah is great; their sin,
heavy, [18:21] -
that I may see whether they have acted alto-
gether in accord with the outcry that has reach-
ed Me—and if not, I will know.” 18:22a] - At
which the men turned away from there and
headed on to Sodom,

18:22b] - while Abraham remained standing
before The Eternal One— [18:23] - and, step-
ping up, Abraham demanded: “Will You, then,
sweep away the innocent, along with the
guilty?”
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?EP‘BH Snlppef as a warm-up

DN} DDYIN YN
18:23 - ..and, stepping up, Abraham demanded...

3"d-person singular with conjunction “and”
future tense of converting verb to
verb root | /97 / simple active narrative past tense
w-)- vy 21
“to draw near; “he will draw near; “he drew near;
approach; come close” approach; come close “ approached; came close”

- A Narrative Hallmark of Destiny Achieved -

Intentionally -
Genesis 27:22 - Jacob approaches his father, Isaac, to claim the birthright.

| Samuel 17:40 - David approaches the Philistine giant Golyat to do battle.
IKings 18:36 -  Elijah approaches the altar of Israel at Mount Carmel.

Incidentally -
Genesis 44:18 - Judah approaches the Prime Minister of Egypt to save Benjamin.

ISamuel 9:18 - Saul approaches an old man in the gateway of Ramabh.

I Kings 20:22 -  Elisha approaches the king of Israel to foretell defeat of Assyria.

FOCUS:
A Question of
i Narrative
Structure
1)  Genesis 18:1 God appears to Abraham.
2)  Genesis 18:2-16 Abraham invites, and entertains, three individuals.

3) Genesis 18:17-33 God discusses with Abraham the fate of S’dom.

- continued
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Three Separate Narratives -
0
1) Babylonian Talmud, Baba M’tzi’a 86b - What does it mean, when Scripture says
that “[Abraham was sitting at the entryway of the tent] ‘like the heat of the day[?
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Rabbi Chama, son of Rabbi Chanina, says: That day was | Lhen, on the thirq day, _
the third day following Abraham’s circumcision [when he DMIND DNPNA
was sore, and feverish with infection], so The Holy And | when they were in pain. . . .
Blessed One had come to inquire into Abraham’s wel-
fare.
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The Holy And Blessed One had unsheathed the sun [to burn with full force], in order that
that righteous man should not be imposed upon by [having to offer hospitality to] wayfarers.

Genesis 34:25 -
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2)  Midrash Genesis Rabbah 50:2 - It is a teaching of the Mishnaic sages that one angel
cannot carry out two distinct commissions, neither can two angels together perform one.
PONDN INIVWIL INN HNIM NON
As such[, the reason that Genesis 18 makes reference to “three men” is that the Archangel]
MichakEil delivered the annunciation [of Sarah’s impending birth], and then departed;
DYTO NX TIONY NONWI HN92)
GabriEil was dispatched to overturn S’dom [and the other cities of the plain];
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and R’faEil [accompanied him] to rescue [Abraham’s nephew] Lot.
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3)  RaSHI (Shlomo Yitzchagi, 1040-1105) on Genesis 18:17 - “Should I be hiding from
Abraham what I am doing” to [the city and environs of] S’dom. Sidon
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“It is not right for me to do this thing, without his knowledge; for I Shechem
have given him this entire land, which means that those five o
cities are his.” (Even as it is said in Scripture “The boundaries of
the Canaanites were from Sidon...as far as S’dom and ‘Amorah” '
[Genesis 10:19]). CANAAN |
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“l have named him Abraham, ‘father of a multitude of nations’
[Genesis 17:5]— so how can I destroy the children without notifying S dom
the father, whom I love?” and her

neighbors

- more over
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Two Separate Narratives -

1099 555 NYIIN >3 DRI B2 NI 90
1) RaMBaN (Bonastruc da Porta, 1194-1270) on Genesis 18:1 - In his Guide for the
Perplexed, [Moses Maimonides] says that this narrative consists of a generalization followed
by itemized details[, in which case, Rabbi Ishma’el’s 13 Hermeneutic Principles establish that
only those details matter].
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Scripture says initially that The Ineffable One appeared to [Abraham] in a prophetic
vision,
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and then [more specifically] how that manifestation appeared— for “looking up, he saw
three figures positioned near him,” to whom he said “my lords! Ifit please you. .., ” which
is the narrative account of how, in his prophetic vision, Abraham addressed the chief
among them.
1 PHR NI 99N TON AWA DIY9IN DIWIN P9 PUN INT NY ININI ON)
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Now if in this prophetic vision there appeared to [Abraham] only three men eating meat,
how can Scripture say that “The Eternal One appeared”? For by no means did The
Ineffable One appear to him, either in vision or thought.
AN NINPNR ININN HINI OO NYTIND OMIONN 1INYN’ DIPN D52 7N
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For in any event, our sages of antiquity went to pains to inform us that beholding an angel
does not constitute prophecy; neither are those who see angels and speak with them,
regarded as prophets.

AN | Kings 22:19 -
2) RaMBaN on Genesis 18:7 - “Now The INDD YV 2V 13 NN OTINA

Eternal One said” -
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I saw The Eternal One, seated upon

His throne,
to the celestial host in attendance upon Him, PHY TNY OMYH Nay b:]_
DXMYWN DYININN IN IN o S9NV 1700
or else to the [three] angelic emissaries. with all the host of heaven standing

in attendance to His right and His left.

NAYNNN RNV DN
And perhaps [inasmuch as in Scriptural narrative the verb “say” often signifies “to think” or “to
intend”] it simply refers to thought—
V5N DIIYLN 9N NN NDIN ROV VN D
for He thought that He could not conceal [His purpose from Abraham,] because of the reasons
stated in this verse.

- continued
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One Contiguous Narrative: Conversation, Interrupted -
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A) OvadYah S’forno (1475-1550) on Genesis 18:1- “The Eternal One appeared to him
at the oak-grove of Mamrei” - Because it was there that Avraham had circumcised himself
(and all [the males of] his household with him at the same time), it was there that the
blessed God manifested the Indwelling Presence in confirmation of the Covenant.
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The same is the outcome for all who keep the Covenant— as in the matter of “You are
standing poised this day [to enter in the Covenant with The Eternal One, your God” - Deutero-
nomy 29:9-11], and in that of “the king entered into Covenant in the Presence of The Eternal
One...and all the people stood in the Covenant” [Il Kings 23:3].
NN AMINY I 193 NIDY DPIINY NN

And yet [God] manifested before Abraham, as he was the individual most deserving to
be the recipient of such a vision.

53RY MNPV YNN YIN YD DY 1312 DY NN XY N INYION P 1)

DQ’J_'J"\T? 02222232 NN N2 M2

A similar matter occurs in “The Eternal One confronted [Moses” - Exodus 4:24]. He appeared
there in order to speak with Moses (without manifesting the Indwelling Presence), in order
that he should receive the Covenant [of circumcision] on his son— even as He had said [to
Abraham in Genesis 17:11-12 “It is to be the sign of the Covenant] between Me and you for all
your generations.”
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Perhaps this is the reason why a spemal chalr is prepared at the time of a circumcision,
to designate its place. '

Honorary chair of Elijah
for a circumcision

Inviting the prophet to bear
witness that— unlike what
he told God in | Kings
19:14— the people of Israel
have not “forsaken Your
Covenant.”
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B)  RaSHI (Shlomo Yitzchaqi, 1040-1105) on Genesis 18:3 - “My Lord, if it please

You” - This expression here [is not the courteous secular usage, “my lords,” but rather] is the
sacred form of address|, referring to (and addressing) God].
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For [in saying “if it please You, do not bypass your servant,”] he was asking The Holy And
Blessed One to hold on, until he had run to welcome the guests.

- more over
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C)  Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 127a - Hospitality toward guests is greater than

receiving the Indwelling Presence—
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even as it is written in Scripture: “He said ‘my Lord, if it please You, do not bypass Your

2 9

servant’.

D) Isaac Mei’ir of Ger
(1790?-1866),
in Si’ach Sarfei Qodesh, 1929 -

“Where he was sitting at the entryway of the
tent” -

Abraham kept an open door, as a standing
invitation to all to enter that they may learn
the true and pure conception of their
Creator.

They might also learn that proper path— free
from envy, pride, and haughtiness— that
leads to the perfection of the spirit.

E) Alexander Zusia Friedman
(1897-1943). Ma avanei haTorah -

“Where he was sitting at the entryway of the
tent” - the text uses the present-tense of the
verb AW NIN, signifying “he is sitting.”

From this, our sages of antiquity inferred
that Abraham is perpetually stationed at
the gateway to Gehenna, barring Israelites
from admittance.

Babylonian Talmud, ‘Eiruvin 19a -
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“Those who pass through the Vale of
Tears” [Psalm 84:7] signifies that for those
doomed to pass for even one hour of
suffering through Gehenna, our father
Abraham comes to raise them up and
greet them.

F)  Dov Greenberg, “Remaining Warm and Kind in a World Gone Cold,” in Jewish News
of Northern California — November 06, 2025 -

“He was sitting at the entryway of the tent
laround the heat of the dayl

The verse is not only telling us when it was, that Abraham was sitting at the entrance of his
tent; it is telling us who he was.

Abraham was like the warmth of the day itself. He sat there Vc’chom ha-yom}— like the
sun— radiating warmth to a world grown cold. He was, to those weary travelers, what the
sun is to the earth: a presence of light; of generosity; of hope.

The Torah is showing us the essence of Judaism before there was Sinai; before there was
Torah; before there was nationhood: the call to be‘ k’chom ha-yom,, to be like the warmth of
day. It is a summons to see the pain of others, to bring light where there is darkness; warmth
where there is loneliness; hope where there is despair.




