
 

 
 

JANAURY 2026    TEVET/SHEVAT, 5786 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Rabbi Mark Gross 
and 

Cantorial Soloist Hari Jacobsen 
Friday Evenings at 7:30 PM 

*** 

Please go to the JCMI website: 

www.MarcoJCMI.com 

for Live Streaming Services Information 
Attend in person  

or via Live Streaming from the JCMI Website 

THE JCMI MESSENGER 

The Jewish Congregation of Marco Island ~ 991 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island, FL 34145 ~ 239-642-0800 

http://www.marcojcmi.com/


======================================================================== 

Yalkut Mordechai: Notes from Rabbi Gross 

Wheels Within Wheels 

The ten-year Nazi Kingdom of Death is brought to mind by two milestones 

in the January calendar.  
 

January 17 - commemorates the 1945 arrest of Raoul Wallenberg by the 

Red Army.  My Congressman Tom Lantos and his wife Anita were among 

the tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews saved by this heroic Swedish 

diplomat, who continued interfering with the Nazi occupiers of Budapest 

right up to the point he was whisked away by the Communist conquerors.  Neither Rep. 

Lantos nor Presidents Carter and Reagan were able to leverage the Soviets to divulge 

what happened to Wallenberg, and efforts by a coalition of Jewish educators in the 1980s 

to at least establish the annual observance of January 17 as “Raoul Wallenberg Day” were 

equally unsuccessful.  
 

January 27 -  commemorates the 1945 capture of the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp complex 

by the Red Army.  On the sixtieth anniversary of that occasion in 2005, the United Nations 

proclaimed this date to be henceforth a universal observance in memory of the victims of 

Nazi genocide.  
 

One conundrum:  The Red Army features in both cases: once as obstructionist malefactor, 

and once as hero.  Another conundrum: January 17 failed to engage, in spite of extensive 

efforts, whereas January 27 got the imprimatur of the entire global parliament of nations 

(although it did take sixty years to gain traction…).   
 

One last conundrum is the “pars pro toto” aspect of both dates:  Auschwitz-Birkenau was 

only the most visible and infamous of the forty thousand forced-interment facilities 

operated by the Nazis.  Raoul Wallenberg was one out of the unknown thousands of 

 righteous ones of the peoples of the earth” who risked and lost“ צדיקי אומות העולם

their lives saving Jews during the War.  But perhaps that it is really the way it must be.   
 

The enormity of the tragedy of the Nazi era, and the scope of human suffering over a vast 

European continental panorama, is such that trying to ponder the prospect of it overloads 

the mind and shatters the soul.  We can only learn one name; we can mention one camp 

or liquidated shtetl; we fix one date (January 17 or 27, or for that matter 27 Nissan for 

Yom haSho’ah v’haG’vurah later this Spring)— and suddenly the swirling wheels-

within-wheels find focus and clarity.  
 

May we, on any date in this month (or any other), bear witness to the enduring meaning 

of Jewish life and of the Jewish mission of service to God— a meaning that transcends 

any the tragedies (or even triumphs) experienced by our fabulously ancient People.  
 

 

 

Rabbi Gross is available to JCMI members, in the course of his weekend 
visits on-Island, for personal meetings, counseling, or hospital visits— as 
well as accessible any time during the week by telephone 954-798-6037 or 
e-mail RabbiMarkGross@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

mailto:RabbiMarkGross@gmail.com


JCMI Schedule of Services 

January, 2026 – Tevet/Sh’vat, 5786 
 

 

Qabbalat Shabbat Worship -   Friday evenings - 7:30. 

Welcoming the Queen of Days is our “main event” at JCMI, with shared worship in the beautiful 

Sanctuary of our shared Temple home every Friday night. 

January 02 -  First-Friday-of-the-month “Celebration Shabbat,” with blessings for everyone 

celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the newly arrived month of January. 

January 09 -  Shabbat worship. 

January 16 -  Shabbat worship, featuring a blessing for the New Moon and new month of 

Sh’vat, “New Year of the Trees.” 

January 23 -  Shabbat worship. 

January 30 – our last-Friday-of-the-month “Torah Shabbat,” featuring the reading of a 

selection from the sacred scroll.   Convening in the Meer Center, this night only. 
 

             Home Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times 

 18 minutes before sunset on Marco Island 
 

January 02 – 6 

January 09 – 6  

January 16 – 6  

January 23 – 6  

January 30 – 6

 

 

Portion-of-the-Week Torah Study -   Saturday mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gross offers a presentation on, and leads discussion of, some aspect of the weekly Torah 

portion, meeting live in the Meer Center of our Synagogue building. 

Those unable to attend our parashah study in person are invited to follow the session by Zoom 

(room i.d. 944-816-2391— passcode “GrossTorah,” case-sensitive).  The associated study 

material for each week is available for download from the JCMI website that Friday morning.  

January 03 – vaY’chi Genesis 47:28-50:26 I Kings 2:1-12 

January 10 – Sh’mot Exodus 1:1-6:1 Jeremiah 1:1-2:3 

January 17 – vaEira Exodus 6:2-9:35 Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 

January 24 – Bo el Par’o Exodus 10:1-13:16 Jeremiah 46:13-28 

January 31 – b’Shallach-Shirah Exodus 13:17-17:16 Judges 4:4-5:31 
 

 
 



========================================================= 
 

Shabbat Worship Goes Cozy on January 30           

In order to free up our Sanctuary space, to be made ready to 

welcome our Island neighbors to “Bubbe’s Bakery” the following 

Sunday, our last-Friday-of-the-month “Torah Shabbat” on January 

30 will convene in the snug venue of the Meer Center. 

Being close with our Temple family is always a good thing… and 

the more compact space means that every worshipper will have all 

the more opportunity to get “up close and personal” with the Torah 

scroll that night!   
========================================================= 

 

  Marking Jewish Music Season  
 

The Torah portion read on the last Shabbat of this month, 

b’Shallach, describes how our long-ago Israelite forebears 

responded to being miraculously saved from the pursuing Egyptians 

at the shores of the divided Sea by bursting into songs of praise.  We 

Jews have been singing, ever since. 

Join Cantor Jacobsen on Friday, February 06, for her timely melodic 

celebration of Jewish Music Season.  

========================================================= 

  

Join us for the opening session this month of… 
 

שמע   תא  

Ta Sh’ma 
 

Rabbi Gross’s  

Fourth-Sunday  

Life-Long Learning Series  
for 5786 (2025-26)

 

Sunday, January 25 - Firing Line: 

“Ask the Rabbi” 
     

Why is the m’zuzah hung at a slant? What’s inside t’filin?  Who 

was the first Jew in the New World?  Why do bad things happen 

to good people?  How is it, that “Jewish” rye isn’t, and that 

“kosher” pickles aren’t?  
 

It’s open season, as the Rabbi willingly fields any burning 

question of Jewish import that you’ve always wanted to know 

about.    

 
 

============================================= 
 



 

 

 

================================================= 

 
 
 

 
With great gratitude I say good-bye to 2025; gratitude for 
ultimate outcomes; gratitude that its trials are now behind. 
Parallelly, I look forward to our new year of 2026 bringing 
healthier and, therefore, happier times for us all. 
 
We begin this new year reading parashah VaY’chi. A 
strikingly fitting portion, if I do say so myself. It  contains very 
significant facets of looking to the future and equally 
dynamic facets of closure; as for looking to the future (in addition to its 
containing  Jacob’s first meeting  his grandsons by Joseph), Jacob predicts the future 
of each of the leaders of the 12 tribes; as for closure, first Jacob dies and is mourned 
and buried, and then at the end of the portion, Joseph likewise dies and is mourned 
and buried. Like a new year, it leads us ahead, while placing some closure on the past. 
 
Looking even further ahead and since the February newsletter may well not reach you 
before the first Shabbat that month, I’m going to mention this, too. As you may recall, 
each year we have a “musical Shabbat” in which the sermon spot is delivered 
musically and the musical settings throughout the service are bit more pronounced. 
This year it’s February 6th. For the occasion we have the wonderful treat of Lucille 
Gaita joining us, gracing us with her superb musical talents. Clearly, this is in no way a 
concert. We simply look to intensify the spirit of Erev Shabbat for which the musical 
settings are designed. The rabbi, Lucille and I look forward to sharing both some that 
are well-known and probably some that are new to you. Again, both looking – and 
listening – back and looking – and listening – ahead. 
 
May the new year of 2026 provide all that you wish, looking back and moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♪NOTES FROM OUR  

CANTORIAL SOLOIST♫ 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

 

 

Office Closed  

2 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

  7:30PM 

3 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

4 

 

 
 

 
 

5 

 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

 

6 

 
 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM  

 7 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

Mah Jongg 

11:00 AM- 

3:00PM 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

7:30PM 

10 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

11 

 

 

 

Bill Joel 

Concert 
7:30PM 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

 

13 
 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 

14 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

B 

Mah Jongg 

11:00 AM- 

3:00PM 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

  7:30PM 

17 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

18 

 

 

 

Film Festival 
2:00PM  

 

19 

 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

20 
 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 

 

Book Club 

11AM 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

Mah Jongg 

11:00 AM- 

3:00PM 

 

Board 

Meeting 

 7:00PM 

23 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

7:30PM 

24 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

 

25 

 

Rabbi’s Life-

Long  

Learning 

Series 

9:30AM 

 

 

26 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 
 

   

27 
 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 

28 29 

 

 

Mah Jongg 

11:00 AM- 

3:00PM 

 

30 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

7:30PM 

31 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

 

Friday evening services can still be accessed using the Live Stream link found on our JCMI website – 

instructions are available upon request but are also found in the Wednesday email.   

 

JANUARY 



 

 

February Anniversaries                   

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays                                 

 

4 Estie Karpman 

5 Melissa Kalloo  

8 Richard Eisinger 

8 Donald Barger 

9 Lydia Krueger 

9 Audrey Snyder 

10 Steve Goldenberg 

10 Diane Yorra 

11 Thomas Rosenberg 

11 Lynn Wilk 

15 Judy Margelefsky 

17 Leonard Weisberg 

18 Betsy Rosenberg 

19 Mitch Braun 

25 Allan Kluger 

26 Sally Aaron 



 

 

January Weekly Yahrtseit List     
 

December 28 – January 3, 2026 

8 Tevet – 14 Tevet 

 

David Becker 

Sylvia Brownstein* 

Sam Chasin 

Rosalyn M Jacobson 

David Eugene Johansson 

Paul Aaron Levi Sr.* 

Jessica Mannoff* 

Esther Mauerberger 

Jeanne Naidich 

Frances Newman* 

Eula Ottinger 

Eloise Rausch 

Bernard Reminick* 

Sam Simon 

Miriam Slavich* 

Meyer M. Snyder 

Diane Wallack 

Fred Wertheim 
 

January 4 – January 10, 2026 

15 Tevet – 21 Tevet 

 

Eleanor Bittman* 

Libby Bonfield 

Eva Miriam Browne* 

Ethel Chase 

Samuel Feldman* 

Harvey Goldenberg* 

Jay Greenberg* 

Benjamin Hains* 

Uriah Kaplan* 

Benjamin Geshwin Klein* 

Morris Kross 

Lee Lyons 

Norma Jean Meer* 

Harry Nathanson 

Isaac Nudelman* 

Clara Plager 

Sidney Rand 

Daniel Rosenthal* 

David Sabetay 

Henry H. Stoller* 

Ruth C. Wertheim 

JoAnne Youman 

 

January 11 – January 17, 2026 

22 Tevet – 28 Tevet 

 

Jacob Baldel* 

George Bernstein 

Rose Steinbrecher Boiko 

Carrie Brotman* 

Jerome Cohen 

Charlotte Farber* 

Geri Lynn Fox* 

Sarah Fox* 

Larry Goodstein 

Eve Handelsman 

Jack Kasper 

Rudolph Linz 

Dorothy Mascoop 

Dora Migden* 

Morris W. Panner* 

Carol Schulz 

Brento Simon 

Florence Gotthainer Somers 

Jacob Thompson* 

Allie Werber* 

Leonard Wolf* 

 

January 18 – January 24, 2026 

29 Tevet – 6 Shevat 

 

Celia Bittman* 

Charlotte Kahn Ettinger* 

Abraham Glassgold 

Lea Katz* 

George Koble* 

Frances Leifer* 

Beatrice Ostrow* 

Barney Parish 

Dorothy Kan Reitzes 

Edward Saeks 

Sidna M. Schwartz 

Esther Solomon* 

Reva Weiner* 

 

January 25 – January 31, 2026 

7 Shevat – 13 Shevat 

 

Max Bachman* 

Caroline R. Borr* 



 

 

January 25 – January 31, 2026 (continued) 

7 Shevat – 13 Shevat 

 

Shirley Lois Braun* 

Albert Chase 

Adele Daroff 

Anna Donner 

Alexander M. Goldenberg* 

Sandy Lerner* 

Marion K. Levens* 

Larry Levy 

Dr. Charles Liberman* 

Herman Maidanik* 

Morris P. Nahmias 

Beckie Pullman 

Morris Pullman 

Anne Roseff 

Benjamin "Benny" Salla 

Harry Schecter* 

Amy Lee Shuman* 

Edward Taylor* 

Elizabeth Sophie Thompson* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes a Yahrtseit Plaque.  Yahrtseits will be recited during 

the Shabbat Services in the week that they occur. 

 



 

 

We Appreciate the Thoughtfulness of Those Who Support JCMI 

REFUAH SHELAYMAH 
(Best wishes for a speedy recovery) 
Orlando Cacares from 

Audrey Snyder 

 

Belle Finfer from 

Ray Finfer 

 
Carol Gross from 

Natalie Klein 

Bert & Joan Thompson 
 

Leo Wertheim from 

Audrey Snyder 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:     
Charlie Blum from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Suzie Eisinger from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

 

Marlene Glass from 

Sandra Hechler 

 

Rabbi Mark Gross from 

Sandra Hechler 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Rony Joel from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
 

Paul Krueger from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 

Bert & Joan Thompson 
 

Gloria Meer from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 

 

Shirley Posner from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
 

Irv Povlow from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 
 

Steve Rosenberg from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

 

Judy Sacher from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
Sandra Hechler 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 

 
Denise Schwartzman from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
Sandra Hechler 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 

Bert & Joan Thompson 
Laura Vesecky 

 
Robin Singer from 

Sandra Hechler 

 

Beth Weinberg from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
Sandra Hechler 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
Rabbi Mark Gross -10th Anniversary from 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Irv & Beth Povlow from 

Sandra Hechler 

ABOVE & BEYOND 
from Sue Baum 

from Mervyn & Rosalind Benjet 

from Stacey & Betsy Berner 
from Arthur Doxer 

from Sandra Hechler 

from Morris & Nancy Margolis 
from Norman & Adele Oppenheim 

from Irwin Roseff 

from Denise Schwartzman 
from Frank & Beth Weinberg 

from Leo Wertheim 

from Sara Straight Wolf 

BUBBE’S BAKERY SPONSOR 
from Sally Aaron 

from Stan & Esta Alliker 
from Keith & Toniann Alter  

from Sue Baum 

from Richard & Suzie Eisinger 
from Marlene Glass 

from Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

from Sandra Hechler 
from Marty & Barbara Holtz 

from George & Estie Karpman 

from Natalie Klein 
from Hanita Kern 

from Morris & Nancy Margolis 

from Robert Meldman & Leila Silverberg 
from Marvin & Lynn Nathanson 

from Norman & Adele Oppenheim 

from Tony & Mary Pinto 
from Irv & Beth Povlow 

from Phyllis Rosenblum 

from Larry & Judy Sacher 
from Denise Schwartzman 

from Bernie & Lulu Seidman 

from Gene & Dolores Siegel 
from Dan & Robin Singer 

from Audrey Snyder 

from Bert & Joan Thompson 
from Herb Wallack 

from Frank & Beth Weinberg 

from Elinore Weinhaus 
from Lynn Wilk 

from Sara Straight Wolf 

FILM FESTIVAL PATRONS 
from Stan & Esta Alliker 
from Keith & Toniann Alter 

from Sue Baum 

from Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
from Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

from Sandra Hechler 

from Hanita Kern 
from Norman & Adele Oppenheim 

from Denise Schwartzman 

from Dan & Robin Singer 
from Bert & Joan Thompson 

from Frank & Beth Weinberg 

FLOWERS FUND 
Steven & Carole Roberts – IMO Abraham 

Thompson, Carole’s Father 

Steven & Carole Roberts – IMO Gertrude 
Roberts, Steven’s Mother 

Denise Schwartzman & the Bergmans (Jane, 

Ray, Sarah & Evan) – IMO Elizabeth “Lizzie” 

Bergman 

GENERAL FUND 
Stephen Goldenberg – IMO Alexander 

Goldenberg, Father 
Roberta Goodwin – IMO Sherwood Goodwin  

Marvin & Lynn Nathanson – IMO Harry 

Nathanson 
Irwin Roseff – IMO Ann Roseff 

Rick & Sally Sheinberg – IMO Sorley 

Sheinberg 
Dan & Robin Singer – IMO Abraham 

Schemansky 
Dan & Robin Singer – IMO Bess Singer 

Bert & Joan Thompson – IMO Elizabeth 

Sophie Thompson 
Charryl A. Youman – IMO JoAnne Youman 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Sheila Donner – IMO Anna Donner 

Sheila Donner – IMO Gary Donner 

WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY TO: 
Susan Donohue – IMO Dick Lerner 

from Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
from Alaina & Larry Kanfer  

 

UPCOMING ONEGS 

Call the office to be a sponsor! 

 

01/02/26 –Sally Sheinberg & Family – 

IMO Sorley & Herbert Sheinberg  

01/09/26 – Bert & Shirley Posner – IMO 

Isaac Nudelman, Shirley’s Father 

01/16/26 – Frank & Beth Weinberg – IHO 

Beth’s 83rd Birthday 

01/23/26 – Available 

01/30/26 – Available 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

YAHRTSEIT DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
 

 

 

 

 

Rick & Sally Sheinberg  Sorley Sheinberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Office is open Mon. through Fri. - 9 am to 2 pm  

Event Information can be found in the monthly Messenger, the weekly Monday Email and online at the JCMI 
website:  www.marcojcmi.com 

Call the office for the following special items: 

o Friday evening Onegs - $85 
o Sponsor the flowers on the bimah for $88 
o Yahrzeit Memorial Candles - $2 each 
o Honor your loved ones with a Yahrtseit Plaque - $250 
o Mark a special occasion with a Chai Leaf for the Tree of Life - $200, or a Walk of Honor Paver - $100 
o Health & Caring - if you have information concerning our members.  Hospital visits by the Rabbi and the Cantor can 

be arranged by calling the Office ~ Have a rose in a bud vase sent with your well wishes - $17.50.   
o Mitzvah Cards are available at the minimum cost of $7.50 each, though a larger donation is always appreciated 
o Bequest Form requires only the signature of a legal witness to be valid - forms available at the Office. 

Office Notes: 

Any information for the JCMI Messenger must be turned in to the office no later than the 20th of the preceding month. 

Any updates to the Monday Email must be sent to the office no later than Thursday of the preceding week. 

http://www.marcojcmi.com/


 

 

  



 

 

                 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Our Advertisers



 

 

 

  



 

 

   

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 2025-2026 

 

OFFICERS 

President  Stan Alliker 

First V.P.  Keith Alter 

2nd V.P.  Marty Holtz 

Assistant Treasurer Morris Margolis  

Secretary  Mitch Braun 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2 Year Term              1 Year Term 

Charlie Blum    Mary Pinto 

Phyllis Rosenblum   Linda Reitzes  

Audrey Snyder  Beth Weinberg   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 25-26 

Paul Krueger   Robin Singer  

Beth Povlow   

  

STANDING COMMITTEES AND THEIR 

CHAIRPERSONS* 2025-2026 

 

Finance, Budget & Investment 

Stan Alliker  Marty Holtz 

Sue Baum   Keith Alter 

  

House 

*Marty Holtz   

 

Membership (Co-Chairs) 

Paul Krueger  

Mitch Braun  

 

Food Chair 

*Mary Pinto   

 

Public Relations 

*  

 

Cemetery 

*Morris Margolis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Liaison, Ritual & Honors 

*Frank Weinberg  

Sue Baum   

Stan Alliker 

Cantor Hari Jacobsen   

 

Ways & Mean  

*Sue Baum   

Charlie Blum  Marty Holtz 

 

By-Laws 

*Sara Straight Wolf 

 

Office Liaison 

*Marty Holtz 

 

Parliamentarian 

* 

 

Security 

Don Schwartz  

 

Caring Committee 

Heather Greenfield  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


