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“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology
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Parashat-haShavu’a Stats

“Tachometer Torah”

Weekly Portion: Acharei-Q’doshim

Consists of: Leviticus 16:1-20:27

Sequence—
in Leviticus:
in annual Torah cycle:

6t and 7t of 10

...read down to the red line 29t and 30t of 54

A Salient Selection from the Portion -

Leviticus 19:1-8a

Context:  Leviticus, third of the Five Books of the Torah, is a catalogue of ceremonial
laws, dealing in large part with the sacrificial offerings made on God'’s Altar. Although
named for the Levitical priests who officiated at the Altar, it defines the ritual; spiritual;
and, in some cases, ethical norms for all of Israelite society.

Content:  7his chapter, which our sages of antiquity characterized as "the very essence of
the Torah,” contains what appears at first to be a mixed bag of ethical and ritual obliga-
tions, which between them point to what God meant when summoning us at Mount Sinai to
be "a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

19:1] - The Eternal One then spoke to Moses, 927 MNY YN bN ﬁ’l_l’ 72T

saying: “Address the whole Israelite commu-

nity, telling them: [19:2] - ‘You are to be
q’doshim, ki 1I— The Eternal One, your
God— am gadosh.

19:3] - “ “‘Each of you is to revere your mother
and your father, and keep My Sabbaths— 1,
The Eternal One, am your God. [19:4] - You
may not turn to idols, nor may you make
yourselves molded gods— I, The Eternal
One, am your God.

19:5] - “ ‘Should you sacrifice a celebration-
offering to The Eternal One, sacrifice it so
that it may be accepted in your behalf:
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19:6] - “ ‘It may be eaten on the same day you
sacrifice it, and even on the next day— but
whatever may remain by the third day, is to
be consumed in fire. [19:7] - Should it be
eaten on the third day, it is an offensive thing
that will not be acceptable; [19:8] - and any
such as do eat of it, will bear their sin for
having defiled that which had been sacred to
The Eternal One’.”
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19:4 -

...nor may you make yourselves molded gods
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A)  Exodus 20:4-5 -
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You may not make yourself a sculp-
ture (or painted image) of anything in
the sky above; on the earth below; nor in
the waters below the earth,
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in order to bow down to such and
worship them.

B) Exodus 32:4 -
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Taking [the gold] from their hands,
[Aaron] made of it a \molded image\ of a
calf and finished it with a chisel,
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of which [the Israelites] proclaimed:

“These are your gods, O Israel, that
brought you up out of the land of

Egypt!”

chiseling off metal surplus from
the making of a mold-cast image

Does Aaron’s "MV shinnu’i [instrumental
change] of casting the image in a mold— as
opposed to sculpting it— alter his act suffi-
ciently, that the prohibition against worship-
ping idols no longer applies?

Does the legislation in Leviticus 19:4 plug the loophole in The Ten Commandments, so as

to preclude a future recurrence?

- continued
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19:2

:2 - You are to be g ‘doshim, even as
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I, the Eternal One your God, am gadosh.

\’)"‘T'P q-d-sh “be apart, separate, distinct;
“be dedicated; be sacred; be holy”

Arabic (w3 gusun “holiness”

Assyrian TE W= kadassu “sanctified; consecrated [to the god]”

verb (Il / 99 / intensive) \’)TP “make holy, consecrate, set aside”

‘ NINHPA NYTP “having hallowed us with mitzvor” ’
adjective \’)"TTPD “consecrated; rendered sacred”

‘ ) VTN AN OIND “you are hereby consecrated to me” ’
nouns PWYITP  “betrothal [consecration]”

VTP “sanctification”
YT “holiness”

VTP “Sanctuary”
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Exodus 25:8 - If they will make Me a Sanctuary, I will dwell in their midst.

noun vIp “holiness”
VTP PN “the holy Ark”  [lit. “Ark of holiness”]
VTP Ind “holy books” [lit. “books of holiness”]
\’)“TP ’bD “holy vessels”  [lit. “vessels of holiness”]
adjective wITR “sacred, holy”
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Isaiah 6:3 - One called out to another, proclaiming: “Holy, holy, holy is
the Eternal One of Hosts! The fullness of the whole earth is God’s Glory!”
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C)  Midrash Exodus Rabbah 38:2 - You issue a decree [in Leviticus 19], saying: “you
are to be holy” to your God— and yet [of the Aaronide priests] You say: “this is the thing
you must do in order to consecrate them” [Exodus 29:1].

- more over
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Eternal Sovereign, if You are asking us to be holy, then remove death from us— for
even so it is written: “are You not everlasting, O Eternal One? My holy God let us not
die” [Habakkuk 1:12].
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The response from On High: “that is impossible, since that same verse [from Habbakuk]
continues ‘The Eternal One established it justly’.”
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D) Midrash Tanchuma, Q’doshim 1:1 - “Speak to the entire assemblage of the
Israelites, and instruct them: ‘you are to be holy, even as I, the Eternal One, your God,
am holy’” — This is even as it is written: “The Eternal One of Hosts is exalted by justice,
and the Holy God is hallowed by means of righteousness” [Isaiah 5:16].
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And when does The Holy And Blessed One become exalted in the world? When stand-
ing to administer justice to the nations of the world— even as it is written: “The Eternal
One stands up to plead a cause, rising to champion nations” [Isaiah 3:13].
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E) Talmud Sotah 14-a- How can Scripture say “you must follow after the Eternal
One, your God [Deuteronomy 13:5],” when it is patently impossible for a mortal being to
follow The Divine Presence (as it was already earlier stated “that the Eternal One, your
God, i1s a consuming fire” [Deuteronomy 4:24])?!?
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Rather it means that you should emulate the attributes of The Holy And Blessed One.
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Just as God clothes the naked (even as it is written, “God made garments of leather for
the man and woman, and dressed them” [Genesis 3:21]), so should you, too, clothe the
naked.
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The Holy And Blessed One visited the sick, as it is written “the Eternal One appeared to
him at the terebrinths of Mamre” [Genesis 18:1]; so should you, too, visit the sick.
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The Holy And Blessed One comforted the bereaved, even as it is written: “after the death
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of Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac” [Genesis 25:11]; so should you, too, comfort the
bereaved.
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The Holy And Blessed One buried the dead, even as it is written “He buried him there in
the vale” [Deuteronomy 34:6]; so should you, too, bury the dead.

12 just as [you]. . .
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F) Leviticus 19:13 - You are neither to defraud nor rob your neighbor, by allowing

the due wage of the laborer to remain with you overnight until morning.

O so, too [God]. . .
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G)  Genesis 15:14 - I will pass judgment against that nation which they had
served as slaves, and afterwards they shall go forth with great wealth.
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H) Leviticus 26:34 - All the time that it lies desolate while you are exiled to the

land of your enemies, the land shall have rest and be recompensed for its
missed Shabbat-years.

M1 justas [you]. . .
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I) Leviticus 19:14 - You are not to put a stumbling-block before the blind.

O so, too [God]. . .
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J) Numbers 22:31 - Then the Eternal One uncovered Bil’am’s eyes, so that he
was able to see the Celestial Messenger standing before him in the road, a drawn
sword in hand.

)] justas [you]. ..

121 239 HYTD DIPRN NDY 1M

Leviticus 19:32 - Rise in deference before the aged, and show respect to the

dignity of the elderly.

- more over



Parashat Acharei-Q'doshim — April 25, 2026 - page 6

ON so, too [God]. . .
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L) Exodus 7:7 - Now Moses was 80 years old— and Aaron was 83— when
they went in to speak before Pharaoh.

)2 just as [you]. . .
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M) Leviticus 19:35-36 - You are not to practice inequity in judgement, nor in weight

and measure. You are to keep fair and accurate scales; fair and accurate weights; and fair
and accurate volume measures.

ON so, too [God]. . .
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N) Exodus 16:17-18 - They gathered up [the mannal— some harvesting but
little, and others taking more—
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Yet when they measured by ‘omer volume, those who had gleaned much had no

excess, and those who took little had no lack; all had gathered precisely in
accord with their own requirement.

- Genesis 1:26 -
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Let Us make humanity in Our Own Image and Likeness
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O) Jacob ben-Asher (1269-1343). Ba'al haTurim on Leviticus 19 - Just prior to this

parashah, it was written at the end of the previous one: “you are to keep My service [by
not emulating any of the abominable practices which they did in the land before you, that you
not sin thereby” - Leviticus 18:30];
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and now, juxtaposed to that, is “you shall be holy” [Leviticus 19:2].
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Taken together, this asserts that if we guard ourselves against sinning again, then sin
itself will no longer come upon us, whereby our holiness is established from On High.
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“I am the Eternal One, Your God” [as the last verse in Leviticus 18] is juxtaposed to “add-

ress the entire assemblage of the Israelites” [at the outset of B lape”

Leviticus 19] to convey that the Israelites will unite The 77)’{ an assemblage
NP

Name every time they say “Adonai echad”—

NTY DONT NIVY PIAN DWITPAY 72TV “bearing witness”
for any sacred purpose calls for a quorum of ten, which
constitutes an “assemblage.”
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It is for that reason that the phrase “I am the Eternal One, AN NI
Your God” is repeated ten times in this week’s portion. o T
Ton ni
8 times in Leviticus 19
honoring the Covenant between God and Israel
plus
2 times in Leviticus 20
honoring those Covenant Partners
Gleanings Left for the Poor (Leviticus 19:9-10)
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by Annie Vallatton



