
 

 
 

OCTOBER 2025    TISHREI / CHESHVAN, 5786 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Rabbi Mark Gross 
and 

Cantorial Soloist Hari Jacobsen 
Friday Evenings at 7:30 PM 

*** 

Please go to the JCMI website: 

www.MarcoJCMI.com 

for Live Streaming Services Information 
Attend in person  

or via Live Streaming from the JCMI Website 

THE JCMI MESSENGER 

The Jewish Congregation of Marco Island ~ 991 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island, FL 34145 ~ 239-642-0800 

http://www.marcojcmi.com/


======================================================================== 

            Yalkut Mordechai: Notes from Rabbi Gross 

        Counting the Days 

I don’t know who this fellow is, or where he is standing, but it is most likely 

that he has taken up his post 

in the parking lot of his local 

synagogue on Yom Kippur, 

the Day of Atonement, tenth 

and culminating day of The 

Ten Days Of Repentance 

inaugurating the Jewish New Year.   

 

Long billed as “the holiest day in the 

Jewish year,” this counterpart to what our 

Christian neighbors call “an obligatory 

feast day” is an occasion when even 

marginalized and non-observant Jews feel 

compelled to put in a showing with the 

local branch of the Household of Israel.  
 

The dilemma is that, folks who don’t 

davven on a regular basis are easily 

overwhelmed by the sheer volume of the 

liturgical content in our High Holy prayer 

book (Mishkan haNefesh, the machzor we use at JCMI, has over 690 pages), and there 

has long been a sub rosa Jewish culture of furtively peeking ahead on Yom Kippur to see 

How Much Longer We’re Going To Be Here.   As such, this guy may be commiserating 

with those coming to terms that they’re going to be stuck in schule for quite a while. 
 

At the same time, he might be offering encouragement to open themselves to the process, 

and to the possibilities represented by their presence.  Because while, on a practical level, 

the vastness of the Yom Kippur prayer book provides enough content to engage a 

community that is dedicated to spending an entire day together in prayer, it also 

maximizes the possibilities for personal engagement.  By broadcast sowing these words 

of brilliance and meaning, somewhere along the line something we never noticed before, 

in this rich anthology of the soul-poetry of our People, will stick to the soul of each and 

every one of us, and not let us go.   
 

May the sacred drama of Yom Kippur, which kicks off this month of October, engage us 

with a sense of the transcendent meaning of our fleeting lives.  Or, as Moses expresses in 

Psalm 90, “so teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  May 

we count not the pages,  but each precious day of this New Year with which we have been 

blessed— and make every one of them count.  
 

The Rabbi is at your disposal, during his weekend stay on-Island, for counseling; 
hospital or shut-in visits; or Hebrew or guitar lessons— as well as accessible any time 
during the week by telephone 954-798-6037 or e-mail RabbiMarkGross@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:RabbiMarkGross@gmail.com


JCMI Schedule of Services 

October, 2025 – Tishrei/Cheshvan, 5786 
 

  

 

Qabbalat Shabbat Worship -   Friday evenings - 7:30. 

Welcoming the Queen of Days is our “main event” at JCMI, with shared worship in the beautiful 

Sanctuary of our Temple home every Friday night.   

October 03 -  Our First-Friday-of-the-month “Celebration Shabbat,” featuring blessings for 

those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the newly arrived month of October. 

October 10 – Shabbat worship, featuring full Festival liturgy in observance of Sukkot, the 

jubilant harvest Feast of Booths. 

October 17 – Shabbat worship, featuring a Simchat Torah celebration and recitation of the 

“Yizkor” memorial prayer, and the announcement of— and blessing for— the upcoming New 

Moon and new month of Marcheshvan. 

October 24 – Shabbat worship. 

October 31 – Last-Friday-of-the-month “Torah Shabbat.”  

 

 

             Home Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times 

 18 minutes before sunset on Marco Island on Friday. . .  
 

October 03 – 6:53 

October 10 – 6:46  

October 17 – 6:39 

October 24 – 6:33 

October 31 – 6:27 

 
Portion-of-the-Week Torah Study -   Saturday mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gross offers a presentation on, and leads discussion of, some aspect of the weekly Torah 

portion, meeting live in the Meer Center of our Synagogue building. 

Those unable to attend our parashah study in person are invited to follow the session by Zoom 

(room i.d. 944-816-2391— passcode “GrossTorah,” case-sensitive).  The associated study 

material for each week is available for download from the JCMI website that Friday morning.  

October 04 – Ha’azinu Deuteronomy 32:1-52 II Samuel 22:1-51 

October 11 – Chol haMo’eid Sukkot Exodus 33:12-34:26 Ezekiel 38:18-39:16 

October 18 – b’Reisheet Genesis 1:1-6:8 Isaiah 42:5-43:10 

October 25 – No’ach Genesis 6:9-11:32 Isaiah 54:1-55:5 

November 01 – Leich L’cha Genesis 12:1-17:27 Isaiah 40:27-41:16 
 

 

 

 

========================================================= 
 

https://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online/?search=&genre=All&parashah=haazinu&holiday=All&theme=All&series=All&team=All
https://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online/?search=&genre=All&parashah=haazinu&holiday=hol-hamoed&theme=All&series=All&team=All
https://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online/?search=&genre=All&parashah=bereishit&holiday=hol-hamoed&theme=All&series=All&team=All
https://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online/?search=&genre=All&parashah=noah&holiday=hol-hamoed&theme=All&series=All&team=All
https://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online/?search=&genre=All&parashah=lekh-lekha&holiday=hol-hamoed&theme=All&series=All&team=All


                        “We Remember” October 07 
 

Even amidst the sacred joy of the New Year season, we will be marking 

this month the somber second anniversary of the savage HaMaS attack 

which has changed the landscape of Jewish life ever since.  

A memorialization of the event, and of the victims, will be part of our 

Shabbat and Sukkot worship service on Friday night, October 10.  

 ========================================================= 
 

JCMI Sukkah at Your Disposal 
 

Jewish tradition requires us to “dwell” in booths, but you can 

fulfill that religious duty by eating within the sukkah at least 

once during the eight days of the jubilant harvest Feast of 

Booths.  

Our beautiful Temple sukkah is available during the eight days 

of the holiday (October 07-14) for you to drop by and enjoy 

anything from a bagel and schmear to a full picnic dinner with 

friends.   (If you’re planning on bringing a group, we encourage you to contact the Temple 

Office to reserve the space!) .  

 ========================================================= 
 

             Once More ‘Round the Torah 
 

Be on hand when we start a new yearly Torah-reading cycle 

at a Simchat Torah celebration during Shabbat services on 

Friday, October 14.   Finishing Deuteronomy, we yell “  חזק
 chazaq chazaq!” and immediately close the circle by חזק

beginning Genesis afresh.    

Torah is the enduring legacy of our equally enduring People… and neither will ever disappear. 

========================================================= 
 

            “Yizkor,” Oct 14 
 

Hazkarat N’shamot last recited on Yom Kippur will be reprised, in the 

course of our Shabbat worship on Friday night the 14th, to mark the formal 

and official conclusion of the Jewish New Year season. 

We hope every member of the JCMI will be on hand to honor generations 

past, and to carry forth— with spirit and sacred joy— the New Year on 

which we are embarked together.  

========================================================= 

 



 

 

 

================================================= 

 
 
 

As we all know, this month we're both finishing 
the Torah and we're beginning it anew. However, if 
we were to not only begin the Torah anew, but were 
to also continue reading the Bible, we would be 
going into the Prophets, beginning with the Book of 
Joshua.  
 
Also, as we all know, back in Deuteronomy, Joshua 
has been trekking through the desert, under the leadership of Moses. 
However, at this moment in the biblical narrative, Joshua's leader has 
climbed up Mount Nebo and died, in order for Joshua to take over as the 
leader of Israelites (as decreed by God).  
Wow and ouch! 
 
Yes, we are hardly the only ones to have to lose someone important to us 
and not only carry on, but to carry on in order for us to "move ahead".  
Did you ever think about that before? The breath and depth of the Bible is 
quite something, no? Well, Joshua's scenario at this point in the Prophets 
presents many levels of issues; simple, staggering grief; carrying on 
because others need us to do so; guilt for carrying on when someone has 
died; we could go on and on with the potentially overwhelming challenges.  
Most significantly, though, I think, is the fact that we do, in fact, manage to 
carry on - and, hopefully, constructively. And it doesn't hurt that the 
Bible sets precedent example for us. 
 
May your New Year bring you limited hardship, but great resilience. 
 
L'Shanah Tovah! 

 

 

♪NOTES FROM OUR  

CANTORIAL SOLOIST♫ 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

  1 

 

 
Pre Kol Nidrei 

Dinner 

5:00PM 

 

Y.K. Eve 

worship 
7:30 PM 

2 

 

Office Closed 
 

Y.K. Worship 

10:00AM 

Y.K. 

Afternoon 

3:30PM 
Break-the-Fast 

6:30PM 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Service 

7:30PM 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

5 

 

 
 

 

6 

 

Erev Sukkot 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

 

7 

 

Office Closed 

 

Sukkot I 
 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM  

8 

 

 

 

Sukkot II 

 

9 

 

 

 

Sukkot III 

 

Canasta 

12PM 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

Sukkot IV 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

7:30PM 

 

11 

 

 

 

Sukkot V 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

 

 

12 

 

 

Sukkot VI  

13 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

14 

 

Office Closed 
Sh’mini Atzeret 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 

15 

 

 
Simchat Torah 

16 

 

 

Canasta 

12PM 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

  7:30PM 

18 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 

 

21 

 
 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

Canasta 

12PM 

 

Board 

Meeting 

 7:00PM 

24 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat 

Worship 

7:30PM 

25 

 

 

 

 

Torah Study 

9:30AM 

 

26 

 

 

27 
 

 

BINGO 

5:00PM 
 

   

28 
 

 

Chess Club- 

9:30AM- 

12:30PM 
 

29 30 

 

 

Canasta 

12PM 

 

31 

 

 

Shabbat 

Services  

  7:30PM 

 

Friday evening services can still be accessed using the Live Stream link found on our JCMI website – 

instructions are available upon request but are also found in the Wednesday email.   

 

OCTOBER 



 

 

November Anniversaries                    

 

5 Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

6 Arnold & Jane Baron  

15 Paul & Jackie Zwillenberg    

28 Steven & Carole Roberts 

30 Stacey & Betsy Berner 

 

 

November Birthdays                                 
 

3 Rochelle Berman  

5 Eugene Siegel  

7 Sue Baum  

9 Arnold Baron   

11 Robert Jares    

15 Dalia Zuckerman  

17 Barbara Silver  

18 Don Schwartz  

19 Hari Jacobsen  

28 Larry Bernat  

29 Mike Suffian 



 

 

October Weekly Yahrtseit List     
 

September 28 – October 4, 2025  

6 Tishrei – 12 Tishrei 

 

David Alliker* 

Alicia Ciulla 

Fred Farber* 

Margery Grossman* 

Jeanne Kahn* 

Jennie R. Koble* 

Lottie Marco 

Harriet K. Peltin* 

Donald R. Rogers* 

Henriette Rosenak* 

Margaret Schmalheiser* 

Sidney Schwartz 

Irving Seinfeld 

Isaac J. Silverstein* 

Harry Soloway 

Mark Sugerman* 

Ahuva Tuchman 

Inga Wertheim 

Myron Wolf* 

Phillip Zelman 
 

October 5 – October 11, 2025 

13 Tishrei – 19 Tishrei 

 

Morris Alliker 

Harry Blumenthal 

Martin Bragman* 

Morton David Braun* 

Gary Donner 

Rose Ettinger* 

Ida Feldman* 

Edward Forman 

Dr. Stephen Hechler* 

Sam Hollander 

Keila Hurvitz* 

Harriet Kabat 

Wendy Weisberg Katchman* 

Joseph Katz* 

Rose Kendall* 

Israel Liverant 

Edward Meer* 

Abraham (Al) Noskin 

Mollie Noskin 

Susana Perez 

 

October 5 – October 11, 2025 (continued) 

13 Tishrei – 19 Tishrei 

 

Louis Perlman 

Norma Rosenman* 

Lou Siegel 

Harry Snyder* 

Joseph Tarnoff 

Edwin Tessel 

Thomas Winter* 

Herman Yorks 

Marion Zwick 

 

October 12 – October 18, 2025 

20 Tishrei – 26 Tishrei 

 

Carl Abeson 

Edward Alfred Andelman* 

Martin Baum 

Michael Black 

Olga Greenstein* 

Abe Grosky 

Samuel K. Grossman* 

Patricia Hamburg* 

Manfred Joel* 

Harry Katz 

Marion Kupperman* 

Boris Lubin* 

Sylvia Novack* 

Louis Parish 

Elaine Rabin 

Dora Rosen* 

Janet Rosenberg 

Theresa Rosenthal* 

Susan Stein* 

Gussy Steinhauer 

Lola Taylor* 

Bernice Werber Weisberg* 

Ethel Werber* 

 

October 19 – October 25, 2025  

27 Tishrei – 3 Cheshvan 

 

Robert Brotman* 

Olive Feldman* 

Louis Fox* 

Rabbi Howard R. Greenstein* 



 

 

October 19 – October 25, 2025 (continued) 

27 Tishrei – 3 Cheshvan 

 

Jeffry Katz 

Fritzie Pincus Kronish* 

Robert Lipsitt 

Sylvia Liverant 

Jean Pollack* 

H.S. "English" Posner* 

Beverly Rudman 

Ivan L. Slavich* 

Bertha Turiel* 

Emma Zanditon* 

 

October 26 – November 1, 2025  

4 Cheshvan – 10 Cheshvan 

 

Norman Adler 

Dr. Harold W. Baum 

Morris Bernikoff* 

Eva Blumenthal 

Joseph Bonfield 

Paul Forman 

Muriel "Mickey" Furman 

Malla Godfrey 

Pearl Ketchum Grossman* 

Dora Kamenetz* 

Anna E. Katz* 

Sylvia Kennedy* 

Selma Lewenberg* 

Steven Rose* 

Lena Rothenberg 

Abe Rovner 

David Silverstein* 

Samuel Wallack* 

Rose Weiner* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes a Yahrtseit Plaque.  Yahrtseits will be recited during 

the Shabbat Services in the week that they occur. 

 To all you old people that remembered 

old Carole Kendall’s 94 years old 

Birthday! 

I want to thank you so much for the 

beautiful “Happy Birthday” thoughts. I 

miss you all! 
 

Love & Hugs, 

    CK  



 

 

  

We Appreciate the Thoughtfulness of Those Who Support JCMI 

REFUAH SHELAYMAH 
(Best wishes for a speedy recovery) 
Marty Holtz from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

 
Lia Jacobsen from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:     
Esta Alliker from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 
Paul & Lydia Krueger 

John Reiches & June Streisand 

 

Stephen Chasin from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
John Reiches & June Streisand 

 

Sandra Hechler from 

Laura Vesecky 

 

Nora Joel from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

 

Carole Kendall from 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Jane Kiester from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

 

Zabeeda Kalloo from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 
Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 

Paul & Lydia Krueger 
John Reiches & June Streisand 

 

Sue Kluger from 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

 

Nancy Margolis from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

John Reiches & June Streisand 
 

Marvin Nathanson from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
 

Nan Needleman from 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

 
Beth Povlow from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

Alan & Susan Daroff 
Denise Schwartzman 

 

Roberta Schwartz from 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Bernie Seidman from 

Don & Roberta Schwartz 

Bert & Joan Thompson 
 

Maxine Shapiro from 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
 

Melinda Steffey from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

 

Bert Thompson from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 
Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 

Sandra Hechler 
Paul & Lydia Krueger 

John Reiches & June Streisand 

 

Herb Wallack from 

Bert & Joan Thompson 

 

Leo Wertheim from 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares 

Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
Sandra Hechler 

John Reiches & June Streisand 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
Morris & Nancy Margolis from 

Charlie Blum & Karen Tessel-Blum 
Denise Schwartzman 

 

APPRECIATION 
Jane Kiester- IHO Sandra Hechler 
 

BREAK-THE-FAST SPONSORS 
from Stan & Esta Alliker 
from Keith & Toniann Alter 

from Sue Baum 

from Jonathan & Heather Greenfield 
from Frank & Beth Weinberg 

 

BUBBE’S BAKERY SPONSOR 
from Robert Meldman & Leila Silverberg 
 

FLOWERS FUND 
JCMI– IHO HIGH HOLY DAYS 
Denise Schwartzman– IHO Cantor Hari 

Jacobsen & Rabbi Mark Gross 

 

GENERAL FUND 
Bert & Joan Thompson – IMO Michael Black 

 

HIGH HOLY DAYS HONORS  
from Paul & Lydia Krueger 

from Sara Straight Wolf 

 

MAZEL TOV! 
Lynn Wilk – Mazel Tov to Goldie for becoming 

an American Citizen 
from Sandra Hechler 

 

ONEG FUND 
Shirley Posner & Family - IHO Bert’s 86th 
Birthday “To our Poppy, Happy Birthday with 

much love from Abby, Mikaela, Andrew, Sam 

& Madison! We love you! 
 

WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY TO: 
Irwin Roseff – IMO Frada Roseff 

from Louise Schiradli  

Sara Straight Wolf – IMO Myron “Mickey” 

Wolf 

from Morris & Nancy Margolis 

 

UPCOMING ONEGS 

Call the office to be a sponsor! 

 

10/3/25 – Available 

10/10/25 – Available 

10/17/25 – Available 

10/24/25 – Available 

10/31/25 – Available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

YAHRTSEIT DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
 

Mitch Braun & Bob Jares   Morton David Braun 

Leonard Weisberg   Wendy Weisberg Katchman, Sister 

Leonard Weisberg  Bernice Werber Weisberg, Mother 

Leonard Weisberg  Ethel Werber, Grandmother 

   

 

 

 

 
The Office is open Mon. through Fri. - 9 am to 2 pm  

Event Information can be found in the monthly Messenger, the weekly Monday Email and online at the JCMI 
website:  www.marcojcmi.com 

Call the office for the following special items: 

o Friday evening Onegs - $85 
o Sponsor the flowers on the bimah for $88 
o Yahrzeit Memorial Candles - $2 each 
o Honor your loved ones with a Yahrtseit Plaque - $250 
o Mark a special occasion with a Chai Leaf for the Tree of Life - $200, or a Walk of Honor Paver - $100 
o Health & Caring - if you have information concerning our members.  Hospital visits by the Rabbi and the Cantor can 

be arranged by calling the Office ~ Have a rose in a bud vase sent with your well wishes - $17.50.   
o Mitzvah Cards are available at the minimum cost of $7.50 each, though a larger donation is always appreciated 
o Bequest Form requires only the signature of a legal witness to be valid - forms available at the Office. 

Office Notes: 

Any information for the JCMI Messenger must be turned in to the office no later than the 20th of the preceding month. 

Any updates to the Monday Email must be sent to the office no later than Thursday of the preceding week. 

http://www.marcojcmi.com/


 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

                 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

Join Keith Alter who is representing 

JCMI at the Chili Cook-Off 

 

 

 

                                                                                     



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Our Advertisers



 

 

 

  



 

 

   

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 2025-2026 

 

OFFICERS 

President  Stan Alliker 

First V.P.  Keith Alter 

2nd V.P.  Marty Holtz 

Assistant Treasurer Morris Margolis  

Secretary  Mitch Braun 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2 Year Term              1 Year Term 

Charlie Blum    Mary Pinto 

Phyllis Rosenblum   Linda Reitzes  

Audrey Snyder  Beth Weinberg   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 25-26 

Paul Krueger   Robin Singer  

Beth Povlow   

  

STANDING COMMITTEES AND THEIR 

CHAIRPERSONS* 2025-2026 

 

Finance, Budget & Investment 

Stan Alliker  Marty Holtz 

Sue Baum   Keith Alter 

  

House 

*Marty Holtz   

 

Membership (Co-Chairs) 

Paul Krueger  

Mitch Braun  

 

Food Chair 

*Mary Pinto   

 

Public Relations 

*  

 

Cemetery 

*Morris Margolis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Liaison, Ritual & Honors 

*Frank Weinberg  

Sue Baum   

Stan Alliker 

Cantor Hari Jacobsen   

 

Ways & Mean  

*Sue Baum  Steve Goldenberg 

Charlie Blum  Marty Holtz 

 

By-Laws 

*Steve Goldenberg Shirley Posner 

 

Office Liaison 

*Marty Holtz 

 

Parliamentarian 

*Steve Goldenberg 

 

Security 

Don Schwartz  

 

Caring Committee 

Heather Greenfield  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


