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January 15, 2022 

, ה יְיָּ רוּךְ אַתָּ ם,   בָּ עוֹלָּ  אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָּ
יו, נוּ בְמִצְוֹתָּ ה:   אֲשֶר קִדְשָּ נוּ לַעֲסוֹק בְדִבְרֵי תוֹרָּ  וְצִוָּּ

 

    

Torah Stats 

 

   Weekly Portion:   b’Shallach 

   Consists of:   Exodus 13:17-17:16 

   Sequence—       

     in annual Torah-reading cycle: 16th of 54 

     in the Book of Exodus:  4th of 11 
 

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Exodus 15:11-18 

Context:  Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God 
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinai, and 
a record of the legislations they undertook for the conduct of the society they were to 
establish in the Promised Land.  

Content:  This week’s portion details the dramatic crossing of the Sea— the Israelites’ 
first direct experience of God’s might revealed, which prompts them to burst into a song of 
praise.  But we focus on one core element of that Song, in order to zoom out and look at 
some geopolitical realities shedding light on the ensuing conquest of the Promised Land. 
 

  מִי-כָמֹכָהֹ בָא  לִם יְהֹוָהֹ  
15:11] -  Who is like You, among the gods, O Eternal One? 

קֹדֶש  הֹ פֶלֶא    מִי כָמֹכָהֹ נֶאְדָר בַּ  נורָא תְהִֹלֹּת עֹשֹ 
 Who is like You— majestic in holiness; 

  awesome in splendor; working wonders?!? 

מו אָרֶץ        נָטִיתָ יְמִינְךָ   תִבְלָע 
15:12] -  You reached out Your right Hand,         

  and the earth swallowed them up! 

ם -זוּ גָאָלְתָ  סְדְךָ עַּ ך   נָחִיתָ בְחַּ ל-נְוֵה קָדְשֶׁ   נֵהַלְתָ בְעָזְך אֶׁ
15:13] -  In Your loving-kindness, You have led this people whom You redeemed;  

  in Your strength, You lead them to Your holy abode. 

 

רְגָזוּן  ים יִּ ז     שָמְעוּ עַמִּ יחִיל אָחַּ ת  יֹשְב    פְלָשֶׁ
15:14] -  The nations, having heard it, are agitated: 

  anguish grips the residents of Philistia, 
 

י לּוּפ  י     ם דו א   אָז נִבְהֲֹלוּ אַּ יל  מו מואָבא   יאֹחֲז 
15:15] -  At which the chieftains of Edom become dismayed;  
 
 

           - more over 
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  the leaders of Mo’av are gripped by trembling— 

ד נָמֹגוּ  י רָעַּ  כְנָעַןכֹל יֹשְב 

 Tremors have seized all the inhabitants of Canaan.  
 

י  ד  הֶֹם תִפֹל עֲל  חַּ ימָתָהֹ וָפַּ    ןכָאָבֶ  וּבִגְדֹל זְרועֲךָ יִדְמ  א 
15:16] -  Terror and dread have fallen upon them; 

  through the mightiness of Your Arm they are struck dumb as a stone— 

יתָ     עַד-יַעֲב  ר עַ מְך יְ הוָה   עַד-יַעֲב ר עַם -זוּ קָנִּ
 Until Your People will have crossed in,  O Eternal One;  

  until this People You ransomed  will have crossed in! 
  

חֲלָתְךָ  טָעֵ מו  בְהַר נַּ אֵ מו וְ תִּ לְתָ יְהֹוָהֹ  תְבִּ   מָכון לְשִבְתְךָ פָעַּ
  מִקְדָ ש אֲ דֹנָי כוננֲוּ יָ דֶיךָ

15:17] -  You will bring them and plant them in the hill-country which is Your legacy; 

  The foundation of Your residence which You have made, O Eternal One;  

 The Sanctuary of The Lord, which Your Own Hand has founded.  

 

  יְ הֹוָ הֹ יִ מְ לֹךְ לְעֹלָם וָעֶד
15:18] -  The Eternal One will rule, ever and always! 

 
The Peoples Named in the Song of the Sea 

 

 

Edomites – a Semitic nation, first-cousin 
to Israel through descent from Jacob’s 
older twin brother, Eisav (Genesis 36). 
 

Moabites – a Semitic nation, distant-
cousin to Israel through descent from 
Abraham’s nephew, Lot (Genesis 19:36). 
 

Philistines (“rootless”) – a Hamitic 
nation unrelated to Israel, made up of 
sea-raiders from Crete (Amos 9:4) who had 
colonized the coastal region at an early 
date (Genesis 20),  and who— until Israel 
united under King David— exercised hege-
mony far inland by maintaining a monopoly 
on iron (I Samuel 13:19ff). 
 

“all the inhabitants of Canaan” – an array of Hamitic peoples from southwest Anatolia and western 
Syria (Genesis 10:15ff), unrelated to Israel, who— independently of each other— had over the 
course of centuries colonized an array of individual townlets and city-states in the neglected Egyptian 
territory west of the Jordan, in order to gain commercial control over the caravan routes linking south-
west Asia to the Arabian Peninsula and Africa.  
 

=============================================================== 
 

 
 

 
 

           - continued
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The Table Of Nations 
(According to Genesis chapter 10) 

 
 

Progeny of Yafet 

Gomer 
  ⚫ Ashkenaz 
  ⚫ Rifat 
  ⚫ Togarmah 

Magog 
Madai  (Medes) 
Yavan  (Ionians = Greeks) 

  ⚫ Elishah 
  ⚫ Tarshish 
  ⚫ Kittim (Cyprus) 
  ⚫ Dodanim 

Tubal 
Meshach 
Tiras 
 

“…from which branched out 
all the maritime nations.” 

 

(cf.  Egyptian  ekwesh 

“sea peoples”) 

Progeny of Cham 

Put (Libya) 
Egypt  (cf. Psalm 105:23) 

⚫ Lud 
⚫ Anam 
⚫ Patros 
⚫ Crete (Philistines) 

Kush (Sudan & Ethiopia) 
⚫ Sheba 
⚫ Havilah 
⚫ Deidan 
⚫ Nimrod (Babylon, Kal- 
     nah, Uruk, Nineveh) 

Canaan (“merchant”) 
⚫ Sidonians 
⚫ Hittites 
⚫ Jebusites 
⚫ Amorites 
⚫ Girgashites 
⚫ Hamatites 

Progeny of Shem 

Elam 
Asshur 
Arpachshad 

  ⚫ ‘Ever (Hebrews) 
  ⚫ Yoqtan 
           - Diqlah 
           - Ophir 
           - Chavilah 
Lud  (the Lydians) 
Aram  (the Arameans) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           - more over
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עֲבָדוּם וְעִנּוּ      רְעֲךָ בְאֶרֶץ לאֹ לָהֶֹם וַּ ר יִהְֹיֶהֹ זַּ ע כִי-ג  דַּ בְרָם יָדֹעַּ ת  יאֹמֶר לְאַּ וַּ
אות שָנָהֹ  ע מ  רְבַּ  אֹתָם אַּ

A)  Genesis 15:13-16, 15:18-21 -   [God] told Abram: “You are to know of a surety that 

your descendants will be foreigners in a land not their own for four hundred years.   

ן י צְאוּ בִרְכֻש גָדול  י -כ  חֲר  גוי אֲשֶר יַּעֲבֹדוּ דָן אָנֹכִי וְאַּ ם אֶת-הַֹּ   וְגַּ
They will enslave and persecute them (although I 

will be enacting punitive judgment upon that peo-

ple!), after which [your descendants] will go forth 

with great wealth.  

ר   תִקָב  בְשָלום  אֶל-אֲבֹתֶיךָ  תָבוא  תָהֹ  וְאַּ
י   נָּהֹ  כִּ יבָהֹ טובָהֹ   וְדור רְבִיעִי יָשוּבוּ הֹ  בְשֹ 

י  עַד-הֵנָה  מ רִּ  ל א-שָלֵם עֲון הָא 
“You, yourself, will go to your forebears in peace, 

and be buried at a good old age;  but it will not be 

until the fourth generation that [your descendants] 

shall return here, for the sin of the Amorite is not 

yet complete.” 

בְרָם בְרִית    ת יְהֹוָהֹ אֶת-אַּ הֹוּא כָרַּ יום הַֹּ בַּ
ץ הַז את ת -הָ אָ רֶׁ י אֶׁ אמֹר לְזַרְעֲך נָתַתִּ   ל 

On that day did The Eternal One swear an oath to Abraham: “I have given your de-

scendants this land,  

ת   וְא  קְנִזִי  וְאֶת -הַֹּ ינִי  ק  נְהַ ר-פְ רָת  אֶת-הַֹּ הַגָד ל  עַד-הַנָהָר  ם  צְרַיִּ מִּ נְהַר  מִּ
עֲנִי  כְנַּ פְרִזִי וְ אֶ ת-הָֹרְפָאִים   וְאֶת-הָֹאֱמֹרִי וְאֶת-הַֹּ חִתִי וְאֶת-הַֹּ דְמֹנִי  וְאֶת-הַֹּ קַּ הַֹּ

יְבוּסִי  גִרְגָשִי וְאֶת-הַֹּ  וְאֶת-הַֹּ
from The Brook of Egypt to the great River Euphrates: [all the territory of] the Kenite 

and the Kenizzite and the other easterners; of the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 

R’fa’im; of the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Girgashite, and the Jebusite. 

 
The Borders of Israel in Biblical Antiquity 

 

      
 

    

  Twelve Tribes     The United                   The Empire                        The Divided 
In the Promised                Kingdom of                     of Solomon                        Kingdoms of 
        Land                            David                                                    Israel and Judah 
 

 

 

 
 

           - continued

 Jacob 
        |  migrate to Egypt 
  Leivi 
        | 
  Q’hot   
        | 
1st   ‘Amram  
        | 
2nd    Aaron  born in slavery 
        | 
3rd    El’Azar 
        | 
4th    Pin’chas leaves Egypt 
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B)  Exodus 23:31-33 - 

  
ד-יָם   ת -גְבֻלְך  מִיַּם -סוּף וְעַּ וְשַ תִּ י אֶׁ

נָּהָֹר ד -הַֹּ   פְלִשְתִים וּמִמִדְבָר עַּ
I have established your boundaries 

from [the Dead Sea] to [the Mediterranean 

Sea], and from [the Negev] to the Great 

River;  

 

ת  כִי   א  בְיֶדְכֶם  ן  הָֹאָ אֶת  י   רֶץיֹשְב 
יך  פָנֶׁ  וְ גֵרַשְתָמו מִּ

for I have given into your power all the 

inhabitants of that land, whom you are 

to drive out from before you.  

 

י הֶֹם לָ  תִכְרֹת-לאֹ  אלֹהֹ   יתבְרִ  הֶֹם וְל 
You cannot enter into treaty with them 

and their gods;  

 אֹתְךָ וּיַּחֲטִיא-פֶן ךבְאַרְצְ  וּל א יֵשְב
 לִי

nor may they dwell within [what will 

now be] your land, lest they bring you to 

sin against Me— 

אֶת עֲבֹד  תַּ י -כִי  יִהְֹיֶהֹ  -כִי  הֶֹם אֱלֹהֹ 
ש   לְךָ לְ מוק 

for should you come to worship their 

gods, that will be a snare to you.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

C)  Deuteronomy 7:1-4 -   

ץ   כִי יְ בִיאֲ ךָ יְהֹוָהֹ אֱלֹהֶֹיךָ אֶל-הָאָרֶׁ
שְתָהּ  לְרִּ בָא-שָמָה  ר-אַתָה  אֲשֶׁ

גויִם  ל  בִים -וְנָשַּ תִי  חִ הַֹּ מִפָנֶיךָ    רַּ
גִרְגָ וְ  פְרִ הַֹּ עֲנִי וְהַֹּ כְנַּ זִי  שִי וְהָֹאֱמֹרִי וְהַֹּ

חִוִּי יְבוּסִי  וְהַֹּ בִים  בְ שִ   וְהַֹּ עָהֹ גויִם רַּ
עֲצוּמִים מִמֶךָ   וַּ

When The Eternal One, your God, will 

have brought you to the land which you 

are coming to inherit, and will have 

cast out nations more numerous than 

you— the Hittites, Girgashites, Amor-

ites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivvites, and 

Jebusites, seven nations more numerous 

and mightier than you— 

לְ   ם וּנְתָנָ  אֱלֹהֶֹיךָ   פָנֶיךָ  יְהֹוָהֹ 
ים  ם וְהִֹכִיתָ    א תָם הַחֲרֵם תַחֲרִּ

The Eternal One will have given them 

into your power.  So, once you have van-

quished them, you are to have abso-

lutely no further relations with them 

at all.  

ם וְלאֹ תְחָ   בְרִית הֶֹם לָ   תִכְרֹת-לאֹ   נּ 
בָ  ן  ת  תִתְחַּ לאֹבִ   ם וְלאֹ  ן  -תְךָ  תִת 

יָסִיר  -כִי נֶךָח לִבְ תִקַּ -לאֹ  ובִתוּ  ולִבְנ
אֱלֹהִֹים   וְעָבְדוּ  י  חֲרַּ אַּ מ  אֶת-בִנְךָ 

רִים    אֲח 
You may not enter into treaty with them, 

nor make any accommodation with 

them; nor are you to intermarry with 

them (giving your daughter to their sons, 

nor taking their daughters for your 

sons)— for that will turn your child 

away from following after Me, so that 

they worship other gods. 

  
ן    ל-תִתְגָר  בָם מִלְחָמָהֹ כִי לאֹ-אֶת  ר אֶת-מואָב וְאַּ ל-תָצַּ י אַּ לַּ יאֹמֶר יְהֹוָהֹ א  וַּ

כִי  יְרֻשָהֹ  רְצו  אַּ מ  י  לְךָ  תִ -לִבְנ  נָתַּ יְרֻשָהֹ-י אֶת לוט  ים   עָר  יָשְבוּהָאֵמִּ ים    לְפָנִּ
עֲנָקִ ים  ב וָרָם כַּ ם  גָ דול וְרַּ  בָהּ עַּ

D) from Deuteronomy 2 -  The Eternal One had told me: “You are not to harass the 

Moabites, nor attack them in any way— for I will not give you any of their land; I have 

assigned it as the legacy of the descendants of [Abraham’s nephew] Lot.  The Eimim pre-

viously lived on that land, before them, a great and mighty people as tall as giants. 
 

           - more over
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עִ וּ חֹרִים לְפָנִים יָשְב ירבְשֹ  ירָש וּ הַֹּ ו יִּ ידוּם מִּ וּבְנֵי עֵש ָ ם וּם וַיַשְמִּ  וַיֵשְבוּ   פְנֵיהֶׁ
ל לְאֶרֶץ יְרֻשָתו   הֹ יִשְֹ רָא  אֲ שֶר עָשָֹ תַחְתָם   כַּ

 אֲשֶ ר-נָתַּ ן יְהֹוָהֹ לָהֶֹם 
In Sei’ir the Hurrians dwelt in former times; but the 

clan of Eisav dispossessed them and obliterated 

them, and subsequently have dwelt there in their 

stead— even as the Israelites will have done to the 

land of their legacy, which The Eternal One has 

given to them.  

ל - וְאַּ ם  ל-תְצֻר  אַּ מון  עַּ י  בְנ  בְתָ   מוּל  וְקָרַּ
מון לְךָ   י-עַּ אֶרֶץ בְנ  ן מ  תִתְ גָר בָ ם כִי לאֹ-אֶת 
יְרֻשָהֹ אֶרֶץ- תִיהָֹ  י-לוט  נְתַּ לִבְנ  כִי  יְרֻשָהֹ 

ףפָאִים ת  רְ  ב אַּ   בָהּ-רְפָאִים יָשְבוּהִֹוא  -חָש 
מֹנִים יִ  לְפָנִים  מְזֻמִ קְרְ וְהָֹעַּ ם  ים אוּ לָהֶֹם זַּ עַּ

יְ הוָה   עֲנָקִים  וַיַשְמִּ ידֵם  כַּ וָרָם  ב  וְרַּ גָדול 
ירָשֻם וַיֵשְבוּ תַחְתָם  ם  וַיִּ פְנֵיהֶׁ  מִּ

You have approached opposite the borders of the Ammonites— but you are not to harass 

nor attack them, for neither will I will be giving any of the territory of the Ammonites to 

you as your legacy; it is the portion of the descendants of [Abraham’s nephew] Lot.  It, too, 

was formerly a land of titans (whom the Ammonites called “Zamzumim”)— a great and 

mighty people as tall as giants; but The Eternal One obliterated them from before [the 

Ammonites], dispossessing them so [the Ammonites] have dwelt there in their stead.  
ידֻם   שְמִּ הִּ כַפְת ר  מִּ ים  הַי צְאִּ ים  זָ הֹ  כַפְת רִּ ד-עַּ עַּ רִ ים  חֲצ  בַּ יֹשְבִים  הַֹּ וִּים  וְהָֹעַּ

חְתָם  י שְבוּ תַּ  וַּ
As for the Avvim, residing in the coastal lowland all the way down to Gaza: Cretans, 

come forth from Crete, obliterated them, and have dwelt there in their stead.  

 

E)  Psalm 24:1 –  

 
ץ וּמְלואָהּ    לַ יהוָה הָאָרֶׁ
י בָהּ  ל וְישְ ב  ב   ת 

 

The earth— and all that fills it! — belong 

to The Eternal One;  

the world, and all who dwell upon it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F)  Deuteronomy 32:8 - 

לבְ  נְח    גויִם עֶלְיון  הַֹּ
פְרִידבְ  י אָדָם ו הַֹּ  בְנ 

When the Most High assigned the  

nations their legacies, 

and apportioned the world  

amongst the human families,  

ים    יַ צֵב גְבֻ לֹת עַמִּ

רָאֵ ל סְפַר בְנֵ י יִּ ש ְ  לְ מִּ

He defined the borders of the peoples 

  proportionate to the number of  

the Israelites!” 

 

  בהֹנחל  עליון וגו׳ יצב גבולות עמים - 
G)        Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on Exodus 20:2 -   “When the Most 

High apportioned” etc. “He defined the borders of the nations” -    
 

           - continued

Isaac’s blessing to Eisav 

Genesis 27:40 

חְיֶׁה  וְאֶת- תִּ עַל-חַרְבְך 
עֲבֹד  אָחִיךָ תַּ

You will live by your sword, 

and are to be a servant to your 

brother. 

 
Genesis 36:6-8 

י שֶב ו  וַּ שָֹ ר ע  עִיר בְהַֹּ     שֹ 

ו הֹ וּא  אֱדום  שָֹ  ע 
So Eisav settled in the hill-

country of Sei’ir; Eisav is the 

forebear of the Edomites. 
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  לשמורץ כנען אשר בחר לו  ת אזול  הֹעולם לשרי מעלהֹ כי הֹ׳ חלק מקומות  מרו ז״ל  וא
 כביכול 

Now regarding this passage our sages of antiquity have said  [in Midrash Sifrei on Numbers 

and Deuteronomy]  that The Eternal One assigned the various places of the earth as being 

each under the dominion of its respective Celestial prince— with the exception of the 

land of Canaan, which God chose for His Own Glory (as if!).  

ית עֲבָדִים פירוש מקום שהֹוא של עבדים של הֹ׳   והֹוא אומרו ב 
And the reason Scripture makes reference [in the Ten Commandments – Exodus 20:2] to “the 

place of service” is [that this Promised Land was to be] the home of a nation of servants of 

The Eternal One.   
תחת ממשלת    אל ישר לא רצה ה׳ שיהיו  ו  ת שר אחד מעבדי הֹ׳ממשל פירוש שממשלתו  

 בכל  ממשלתו יתברךא תחת אל יםהֹשר
The meaning being that their governance would be under an authority unique to all the 

agents of The Eternal One— for The Eternal One did not wish Israel to be under the 

authority of any of the celestial princes, but rather under the Authority of The One 

Who Is Blessed Above All Others.  
 
 

                                                     |------- Talmud-------|                          
        TaNaCH  Mishnah     Babylonian  Jerusalem 

ל  רָ א    the land of IsraEil”     11      31      282        140“ אֶרֶץ יִשְֹ
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ל     רָ א   the people IsraEil”    2,515    375    2,832      1,785“     יִשְֹ
 

 
לֶּהֹ   בֹת  הָֹא  תוע  הַֹּ מִכֹל  עֲשֹוּ  תַּ וְלאֹ  י  י  וְאֶת-מִשְפָטַּ תֶם אֶת-חֻקֹ תַּ אַּ רְתֶם  וּשְמַּ
ץ   אַנְשֵי-הָאָרֶׁ עָש וּ  הָאֵל  ת-כָ ל -הַתועֵב ת  בְתוכֲכֶם   כִי  אֶׁ גָר  הַֹּ ר  וְהַֹּ ג  הָֹאֶזְרָח 

ץ טְמָא הָאָרֶׁ פְנֵיכֶׁ ם וַתִּ ר לִּ   אֲשֶׁ
H) Leviticus 18:26-28 -  You are to keep My rules and My laws, and are not to do—

neither you members of the nation nor the foreigners who live among you!— according 

to those abhorrent things (for the peoples of the land who were before you practiced 

all these abhorrent things, so that that the land became defiled),  

ר   אֲשֶׁ ת -הַגוי  אֶׁ קָאָה  ר  אֹתָהּ כַ אֲשֶׁ אֲכֶם  מַּ בְטַּ אֶתְכֶם  הָֹאָרֶץ  ֹ א-תָקִיא  וְ ל
ם  פְנֵיכֶׁ  לִּ

so that the land not vomit you up, for having defiled it, the way it vomited out the na-

tion which was before you. 

 
I)         W[olf] Gunther Plaut (1912-2012), The Torah: A Modern Commentary -  [When 

Moses speaks in Deuteronomy,] his warnings are directed to people whose fathers and mothers 

had perished in the Wilderness, because by their lack of faith they had shown themselves 

unworthy of God’s trust.  But while Moses speaks to the people before him and recites to 

them the sins of the past, he slips into a remarkable identification of past and present. 

Instead of using “them” and “they,” Moses uses “you,” addressing the new generation as if 

they had been the sinners, who must now be cautioned not to repeat the earlier transgression.   

This views the past and present as a single continuum.  The history of the Jewish people 

possessed then, and has continued to exhibit, a quality which identifies past and present, in 

that the obligations of the people are in fact ahistorical.  They are not bound by time.  


