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A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW of Torah
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, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָּ עֹולָּם,ָּבָּ רּוְך ַא ָּתה ְיי
:תֹורה
ָּ  וְ צִ ּוָּנּו ַלעֲסֹוק בְ ִדבְ ֵרי,ֹותיו
ָּ ְאֲ שֶ ר ִק ְדשָּ נּו בְ ִמצ
Torah Stats
Weekly Portion:

b’Shallach

Consists of:

Exodus 13:17-17:16

Sequence—
in annual Torah-reading cycle:
in the Book of Exodus:

16th of 54
4th of 11

- A Salient Selection from the Portion Exodus 15:11-18
Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinai, and
a record of the legislations they undertook for the conduct of the society they were to
establish in the Promised Land.
Context:

This week’s portion details the dramatic crossing of the Sea— the Israelites’
first direct experience of God’s might revealed, which prompts them to burst into a song of
praise. But we focus on one core element of that Song, in order to zoom out and look at
some geopolitical realities shedding light on the ensuing conquest of the Promised Land.
Content:

מכָֹה בָ אלִם יְֹהוָֹה
ֹ  ָכ-ִמי
15:11] -

Who is like You, among the gods, O Eternal One?

שֹה ֶפלֶא
ֹ נורא ְת ִֹהֹּלת ֹע
ָ

מכָֹה נ ְֶאדָ ר בַּ קֹדֶ ש
ֹ ִמי ָכ

Who is like You— majestic in holiness;
awesome in splendor; working wonders?!?

ִתבְ לָעמו ָא ֶרץ

15:12] -

You reached out Your right Hand,
and the earth swallowed them up!

 ְנוֵה ָק ְדשֶׁ ך-נֵהַ ל ְָת בְ עָ זְ ך ֶׁאל

15:13] -

ית י ְִמינְָך
ָ נ ִָט
זּו ג ָָאל ְָת-ית בְ חַּ ְס ְדָך עַּ ם
ָ נ ִָח

In Your loving-kindness, You have led this people whom You redeemed;
in Your strength, You lead them to Your holy abode.

ִחיל ָאחַּ ז י ְֹשבי פְ לָשֶׁ ת
15:14] -

The nations, having heard it, are agitated:
anguish grips the residents of Philistia,

מואב י ֹאחֲ זמו
ָ אילי
15:15] -

שָ ְמעּו עַ ִּמים י ְִּרגָזּון
ָאז נִבְ ֹהֲ לּו ַּאּלּופי אדום

At which the chieftains of Edom become dismayed;
- more over
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the leaders of Mo’av are gripped by trembling—

ָרעַּ ד ָנמֹגּו כֹל י ְֹשבי כְ נָעַ ן

Tremors have seized all the inhabitants of Canaan.

בִ גְ דֹל זְ רועֲָך י ְִדמּו כ ָָאבֶ ן
15:16] -

Terror and dread have fallen upon them;
through the mightiness of Your Arm they are struck dumb as a stone—

ִּית
ָ זּו ָקנ- ַיעֲבר עַ ם-עַ ד

Until Your People will have crossed in,
until this People You ransomed

מָ כון ל ְִשבְ ְתָך פָעַּ ל ְָת יְֹהוָֹה
15:17] -

ִתפֹל עֲליֹהֶ ם אימָ ָתֹה ָופַּחַּ ד
 ַיעֲבר עַ ְמך ְיהוָה-עַ ד

O Eternal One;
will have crossed in!

ְתבִּ ֵאמו וְ ִּתטָ עֵ מו בְ הַ ר נַּחֲ ל ְָתָך
ִמ ְקדָ ש אֲ ֹדנָי כונֲנּו ָידֶ יָך

You will bring them and plant them in the hill-country which is Your legacy;
The foundation of Your residence which You have made, O Eternal One;
The Sanctuary of The Lord, which Your Own Hand has founded.

ְיֹה ָוֹה ִי ְמֹלְך ְל ֹעלָם וָעֶ ד
15:18] -

The Eternal One will rule, ever and always!
The Peoples Named in the Song of the Sea

Edomites – a Semitic nation, first-cousin
to Israel through descent from Jacob’s
older twin brother, Eisav (Genesis 36).
Moabites – a Semitic nation, distantcousin to Israel through descent from
Abraham’s nephew, Lot (Genesis 19:36).
Philistines (“rootless”) – a Hamitic
nation unrelated to Israel, made up of
sea-raiders from Crete (Amos 9:4) who had
colonized the coastal region at an early
date (Genesis 20), and who— until Israel
united under King David— exercised hegemony far inland by maintaining a monopoly
on iron (I Samuel 13:19ff).
“all the inhabitants of Canaan” – an array of Hamitic peoples from southwest Anatolia and western
Syria (Genesis 10:15ff), unrelated to Israel, who— independently of each other— had over the
course of centuries colonized an array of individual townlets and city-states in the neglected Egyptian
territory west of the Jordan, in order to gain commercial control over the caravan routes linking southwest Asia to the Arabian Peninsula and Africa.
===============================================================

- continued
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The Table Of Nations
(According to Genesis chapter 10)

Progeny of Yafet
Gomer
Ashkenaz
⚫ Rifat
⚫ Togarmah
Magog
Madai (Medes)
Yavan (Ionians = Greeks)
⚫ Elishah
⚫ Tarshish
⚫ Kittim (Cyprus)
⚫ Dodanim
Tubal
Meshach
Tiras
⚫

“…from which branched out
all the maritime nations.”
(cf. Egyptian ekwesh
“sea peoples”)

Progeny of Cham
Put (Libya)
Egypt (cf. Psalm 105:23)
⚫ Lud
⚫ Anam
⚫ Patros
⚫ Crete (Philistines)
Kush (Sudan & Ethiopia)
⚫ Sheba
⚫ Havilah
⚫ Deidan
⚫ Nimrod (Babylon, Kalnah, Uruk, Nineveh)
Canaan (“merchant”)
⚫ Sidonians
⚫ Hittites
⚫ Jebusites
⚫ Amorites
⚫ Girgashites
⚫ Hamatites

Progeny of Shem
Elam
Asshur
Arpachshad
⚫ ‘Ever (Hebrews)
⚫ Yoqtan
- Diqlah
- Ophir
- Chavilah
Lud (the Lydians)
Aram (the Arameans)

- more over
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גר י ְִֹהיֶֹה ז ְַּרעֲָך בְ ֶא ֶרץ ל ֹא לָֹהֶ ם ַּועֲבָ דּום וְ עִ ּנּו-וַּי ֹאמֶ ר ל ְַּאבְ ָרם ָידֹעַּ תדַּ ע כִ י
א ָֹתם ַּא ְרבַּ ע מאות שָ נָֹה
A) Genesis 15:13-16, 15:18-21 - [God] told Abram: “You are to know of a surety that
your descendants will be foreigners in a land not their own for four hundred years.

כן יצְ אּו בִ ְרכֻש גָדול-ֹהַּ גוי אֲ שֶ ר ַּי ֲעבֹדּו דָ ן ָאנֹכִ י וְ ַּאחֲ רי-וְ גַּם ֶאת

They will enslave and persecute them (although I
will be enacting punitive judgment upon that people!), after which [your descendants] will go forth
with great wealth.

אֲ ב ֶֹתיָך בְ שָ לום ִת ָקבר-וְ ַּא ָתֹה ָתבוא ֶאל
שיבָ ֹה טובָ ֹה וְ דור ְרבִ יעִ י יָשּובּו ֹהּנָֹה כִּ י
ֹ ְב
הֵ נָה-שָ לֵם עֲון הָ אמ ִּרי עַ ד-לא

“You, yourself, will go to your forebears in peace,
and be buried at a good old age; but it will not be
until the fourth generation that [your descendants]
shall return here, for the sin of the Amorite is not
yet complete.”

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Jacob
|
Leivi
|
Q’hot
|
‘Amram
|
Aaron
|
El’Azar
|
Pin’chas

migrate to Egypt

born in slavery

leaves Egypt

אבְ ָרם בְ ִרית-ת
ַּ בַּ יום ֹהַּ ֹהּוא כ ַָּרת יְֹהוָֹה ֶא
הָ ָא ֶׁרץ הַ זאת-לאמֹר ְלז ְַרעֲך נ ַָת ִּתי ֶׁאת

On that day did The Eternal One swear an oath to Abraham: “I have given your descendants this land,

ֹהַּ ְקנִזִ י וְ את-ֹהַּ קינִי וְ ֶאת-פְ ָרת ֶאת-הַ נָהָ ר הַ גָדל נְהַ ר-ִּמנְהַ ר ִּמצְ ַריִּם עַ ד
ֹהַּ כְ ַּנ ֲענִי-ֹהָ אֱ מ ִֹרי וְ ֶאת-ֹהָ ְרפ ִָאים וְ ֶאת-ֹהַּ פְ ִרזִ י וְ ֶאת-ֹהַּ ִח ִתי וְ ֶאת-מנִי וְ ֶאת
ֹ ֹהַּ ַּק ְד
ְבּוסי
ִ ֹהַּ י-ֹהַּ גִ ְרג ִָשי וְ ֶאת-וְ ֶאת

from The Brook of Egypt to the great River Euphrates: [all the territory of] the Kenite
and the Kenizzite and the other easterners; of the Hittite and the Perizzite and the
R’fa’im; of the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.
The Borders of Israel in Biblical Antiquity

Twelve Tribes
In the Promised
Land

The United
Kingdom of
David

The Empire
of Solomon

The Divided
Kingdoms of
Israel and Judah

- continued
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B)

Exodus 23:31-33 -

יָם-סּוף וְ עַּ ד-גְ ֻבלְך ִמיַּם-וְ שַ ִּתי ֶׁאת
ֹהַּ ּנָֹהָ ר-ּומ ִמ ְדבָ ר עַּ ד
ִ פְ ל ְִש ִתים
I have established your boundaries
from [the Dead Sea] to [the Mediterranean
Sea], and from [the Negev] to the Great
River;

כִ י ֶאתן בְ י ְֶדכֶם את י ְֹשבי ֹהָ ָא ֶרץ
וְ ג ֵַר ְש ָתמו ִּמ ָפנֶׁיך
for I have given into your power all the
inhabitants of that land, whom you are
to drive out from before you.

 ִתכְ רֹת ָלֹהֶ ם וְ לאֹלֹהיֹהֶ ם בְ ִרית-ל ֹא
You cannot enter into treaty with them
and their gods;

יַּחֲ ִטיאּו א ְֹתָך-לא י ְֵשבּו בְ ַא ְרצְ ך פֶן
לִי

nor may they dwell within [what will
now be] your land, lest they bring you to
sin against Me—

י ְִֹהיֶֹה-אֱ ֹלֹהיֹהֶ ם כִ י-כִ י ַּת ֲעבֹד ֶאת
לְָך ְלמוקש

for should you come to worship their
gods, that will be a snare to you.

C)

Deuteronomy 7:1-4 -

הָ ָא ֶׁרץ-כִ י ְיבִ יאֲ ָך יְֹהוָֹה אֱ ֹלֹהֶ יָך ֶאל
שָ מָ ה ל ְִּר ְש ָתּה-א ָתה בָ א-ר
ַ ֶׁאֲ ש
 ַּרבִ ים ִמ ָפנֶיָך ֹהַּ ִח ִתי-וְ נָשַּ ל גויִם
וְ ֹהַּ גִ ְר ָג ִשי וְ ֹהָ אֱ מ ִֹרי וְ ֹהַּ כְ ַּנ ֲענִי וְ ֹהַּ פְ ִרזִ י
ְבּוסי ִשבְ עָ ֹה גויִם ַּרבִ ים
ִ וְ ֹהַּ ִחּוִ י וְ ֹהַּ י
ֲצּומים ִממֶ ָך
ִ ַּוע
When The Eternal One, your God, will
have brought you to the land which you
are coming to inherit, and will have
cast out nations more numerous than
you— the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivvites, and
Jebusites, seven nations more numerous
and mightier than you—

ּונ ְָת ָנם יְֹהוָֹה אֱ ֹלֹהֶ יָך ְל ָפנֶיָך
יתם הַ חֲ ֵרם ַתחֲ ִּרים א ָתם
ָ ִוְ ִֹהכ

The Eternal One will have given them
into your power. So, once you have vanquished them, you are to have absolutely no further relations with them
at all.

 ִתכְ רֹת ָלֹהֶ ם בְ ִרית וְ ל ֹא ְתחָ ּנם-ל ֹא
 ִתתן-וְ ל ֹא ִת ְתחַּ תן בָ ם בִ ְתָך ל ֹא
י ִָסיר- ִת ַּקח לִבְ נֶָך כִ י-לִבְ נו ּובִ תו ל ֹא
ֹלֹהים
ִ ֱבִ נְָך מ ַּאחֲ ַּרי וְ עָ בְ דּו א-ֶאת
אֲ ח ִרים

You may not enter into treaty with them,
nor make any accommodation with
them; nor are you to intermarry with
them (giving your daughter to their sons,
nor taking their daughters for your
sons)— for that will turn your child
away from following after Me, so that
they worship other gods.

אתן-ֹא
ֶ ת ְתגָר בָ ם ִמלְחָ מָ ֹה כִ י ל-ל
ִ מואב וְ ַּא-ת
ָ
תצַּ ר ֶא-ל
ָ וַּי ֹאמֶ ר יְֹהוָֹה אלַּי ַּא
עָ ר יְרֻ שָ ֹה הָ ֵא ִּמים ְל ָפנִּים י ְָשבּו-לוט נ ַָּת ִתי ֶאת-לְָך מ ַּא ְרצו יְרֻ שָ ֹה כִ י לִבְ ני
בָ ּה עַּ ם ָגדול וְ ַּרב ו ָָרם ַּכ ֲענ ִָקים
D) from Deuteronomy 2 - The Eternal One had told me: “You are not to harass the
Moabites, nor attack them in any way— for I will not give you any of their land; I have
assigned it as the legacy of the descendants of [Abraham’s nephew] Lot. The Eimim previously lived on that land, before them, a great and mighty people as tall as giants.
- more over
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ִּירשּום ַוי ְַש ִּמידּום ִּמפְ נֵיהֶׁ ם ַוי ְֵשבּו
ָ שו י
ָ ֵשעִ יר י ְָשבּו ֹהַּ ח ִֹרים ְל ָפנִים ּובְ נֵי ע
ֹ ְּוב
ש ָראל ל ְֶא ֶרץ יְרֻ שָ תו
ֹ ְ ַת ְח ָתם כַּאֲ שֶ ר עָ ָֹשֹה ִי
Isaac’s blessing to Eisav
נ ַָּתן יְֹהוָֹה לָֹהֶ ם-אֲ שֶ ר
In Sei’ir the Hurrians dwelt in former times; but the
clan of Eisav dispossessed them and obliterated
them, and subsequently have dwelt there in their
stead— even as the Israelites will have done to the
land of their legacy, which The Eternal One has
given to them.

-תצֻרם וְ ַּאל-ל
ְ וְ ָק ַּרבְ ָת מּול בְ ני עַּ מון ַּא
עַּ מון לְָך-אתן מ ֶא ֶרץ בְ ני-ֹא
ֶ ִת ְתגָר בָ ם כִ י ל
-לוט נ ְַּת ִתיֹהָ יְרֻ שָ ֹה ֶא ֶרץ-יְרֻ שָ ֹה כִ י לִבְ ני
בָ ּה- ִֹהוא ְרפ ִָאים י ְָשבּו-ְרפ ִָאים תחָ שב ַּאף
מנִים ִי ְק ְראּו לָֹהֶ ם ז ְַּמז ִֻמים עַּ ם
ֹ ְַּל ָפנִים וְ ֹהָ ע
גָדול וְ ַּרב ו ָָרם ַּכ ֲענ ִָקים ַוי ְַש ִּמידֵ ם ְיהוָה
ֵשבּו ַת ְח ָתם
ְ ִּירשֻ ם ַוי
ָ ִּמפְ נֵיהֶׁ ם ַוי

Genesis 27:40

-וְ ֶאת

ִּת ְחיֶׁה

חַ ְרבְ ך-עַ ל
ָא ִחיָך ַּת ֲעבֹד

You will live by your sword,
and are to be a servant to your
brother.
Genesis 36:6-8

שעִ יר
ֹ וַּישֶ ב ע ָֹשו בְ ֹהַּ ר
ע ָֹשו ֹהּוא אֱ דום
So Eisav settled in the hillcountry of Sei’ir; Eisav is the
forebear of the Edomites.

You have approached opposite the borders of the Ammonites— but you are not to harass
nor attack them, for neither will I will be giving any of the territory of the Ammonites to
you as your legacy; it is the portion of the descendants of [Abraham’s nephew] Lot. It, too,
was formerly a land of titans (whom the Ammonites called “Zamzumim”)— a great and
mighty people as tall as giants; but The Eternal One obliterated them from before [the
Ammonites], dispossessing them so [the Ammonites] have dwelt there in their stead.

עַּ ָזֹה כַפְ ת ִּרים הַ יצְ ִּאים ִּמכַפְ תר ִּה ְש ִּמידֻם-וְ ֹהָ עַּ ּוִ ים ֹהַּ י ְֹשבִ ים בַּ חֲ צ ִרים עַּ ד
וַּי ְשבּו ַּת ְח ָתם

As for the Avvim, residing in the coastal lowland all the way down to Gaza: Cretans,
come forth from Crete, obliterated them, and have dwelt there in their stead.
E)

Psalm 24:1 –

לואּה
ָ ּומ
ְ ַליהוָה הָ ָא ֶׁרץ
ישבי בָ ּה
ְ ְתבל ו
The earth— and all that fills it! — belong
to The Eternal One;
the world, and all who dwell upon it.

F)

Deuteronomy 32:8 -

בְ ֹהַּ נְחל עֶ לְיון גויִם
בְ ֹהַּ פְ ִרידו בְ ני ָאדָ ם
When the Most High assigned the
nations their legacies,
and apportioned the world
amongst the human families,

ַיצֵ ב גְ ֻבֹלת עַ ִּמים
ְל ִּמ ְספַר בְ ֵני ִּי ְש ָר ֵאל
He defined the borders of the peoples
proportionate to the number of
the Israelites!”

- בֹהנחל עליון וגו׳ יצב גבולות עמים
G)
Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on Exodus 20:2 - “When the Most
High apportioned” etc. “He defined the borders of the nations” - continued
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ואמרו ז״ל כי ֹה׳ חלק מקומות ֹהעולם לשרי מעלֹה זולת ארץ כנען אשר בחר לו לשמו
כביכול
Now regarding this passage our sages of antiquity have said [in Midrash Sifrei on Numbers
and Deuteronomy] that The Eternal One assigned the various places of the earth as being
each under the dominion of its respective Celestial prince— with the exception of the
land of Canaan, which God chose for His Own Glory (as if!).

וֹהוא אומרו בית עֲבָ ִדים פירוש מקום שֹהוא של עבדים של ֹה׳
And the reason Scripture makes reference [in the Ten Commandments – Exodus 20:2] to “the
place of service” is [that this Promised Land was to be] the home of a nation of servants of
The Eternal One.

פירוש שממשלתו ממשלת שר אחד מעבדי ֹה׳ ולא רצה ה׳ שיהיו ישראל תחת ממשלת
ֹהשרים אלא תחת ממשלתו יתברך בכל
The meaning being that their governance would be under an authority unique to all the
agents of The Eternal One— for The Eternal One did not wish Israel to be under the
authority of any of the celestial princes, but rather under the Authority of The One
Who Is Blessed Above All Others.

ש ָראל
ֹ ְ ֶא ֶרץ ִי
ש ָראל
ֹ ְ ִי

“the land of IsraEil”

TaNaCH
11

Mishnah
31

|------- Talmud-------|
Babylonian
Jerusalem
282
140

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“the people IsraEil”

2,515

375

2,832

1,785

מ ְשפָטַּ י וְ ל ֹא ַּת ֲעשֹּו ִמכֹל ֹהַּ תועבֹת ֹהָ אּלֶֹה-ת
ִ ק ַּתי וְ ֶא
ֹ ֻח-ּושמַּ ְר ֶתם ַּא ֶתם ֶאת
ְ
הָ ָא ֶׁרץ-הַ תועֵ בת הָ ֵאל עָ שּו ַאנְשֵ י- ָכל-ֹהָ ֶאזְ ָרח וְ ֹהַּ גר ֹהַּ גָר בְ תו ֲככֶם כִ י ֶׁאת
אֲ שֶׁ ר לִּפְ נֵי ֶׁכם ו ִַּת ְטמָ א הָ ָא ֶׁרץ
H) Leviticus 18:26-28 - You are to keep My rules and My laws, and are not to do—
neither you members of the nation nor the foreigners who live among you!— according
to those abhorrent things (for the peoples of the land who were before you practiced
all these abhorrent things, so that that the land became defiled),

הַ גוי אֲ שֶׁ ר-ת ִקיא ֹהָ ָא ֶרץ ֶא ְתכֶם בְ טַּ מַּ אֲ כֶם א ָֹתּה ַכאֲ שֶׁ ר ָק ָאה ֶׁאת-א
ָ ֹ וְ ל
לִּפְ נֵיכֶׁם
so that the land not vomit you up, for having defiled it, the way it vomited out the nation which was before you.
W[olf] Gunther Plaut (1912-2012), The Torah: A Modern Commentary - [When
his warnings are directed to people whose fathers and mothers
had perished in the Wilderness, because by their lack of faith they had shown themselves
unworthy of God’s trust. But while Moses speaks to the people before him and recites to
them the sins of the past, he slips into a remarkable identification of past and present.
Instead of using “them” and “they,” Moses uses “you,” addressing the new generation as if
they had been the sinners, who must now be cautioned not to repeat the earlier transgression.
I)

Moses speaks in Deuteronomy,]

This views the past and present as a single continuum. The history of the Jewish people
possessed then, and has continued to exhibit, a quality which identifies past and present, in
that the obligations of the people are in fact ahistorical. They are not bound by time.

