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«Tachometer Torah” Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
TN Weekly Portion: P’qudei
1 N | s /
js\' o Consists of: Exodus 38:21-40:38
E N Sequence—
& in annual Torah cycle: 23 of 54
_ in Exodus: 11% of 11
...read down to the red line

- A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Exodus 38:21-39:1

Context:  Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinaj, and
a record of the legisiations they undertook for the conduct of the society they were to
establish in the Promised Land.

Content:  7his week’s portion concludes the Book of Exodus with a description of God
taking up Residence in the recently completed Mishkan. But that narrative is opened with

an audit of the materials contributed by the Israelites for this great project.

38:21] - These are the accountings [of the
materials contributed for] The Mishkan— the
Mishkan of Testimony— which audit was
carried out at the order of Moses as the task
of the Levites under the direction of Itamar,
son of Aaron the High Priest.

38:22] - Now B’tzalEil son of Uri son of Chur,
from the Tribe of Judah had made all which
The Eternal One instructed Moses, [38:23] -
and with him OholiAv son of AchiSamach,
from the Tribe of Dan, implementing all the
designs in manufacturing and in and weaving
[wool dyed] sky-blue and purple and crimson,
and in linen. | same paragraph continues

38:24] - All the gold used in the production of
all the holy things: all the gold donated was 29
kikar [ of 3,000 sh’qalim = 75 pounds] plus 730
sh’qalim, by the Sanctuary sheqgel.
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38:25] - As for the silver from the census of
the community, it was 100 kikar plus an addi-
tional 1,775 sh’galim by the Sanctuary sheqel,
[38:26] - a “split” a head from the half-shegel
(by the Sanctuary shegel) collected from each
of the 603,550 men over age twenty enrolled in
the census, [38:27] - of which the hundred
kikar were used to make the [one hundred]
sacred post-sockets (one kikar for each socket),
[38:28] - while the 1,775 sh 'qalim were used to
make the mounting hooks cast for their caps.

38:29] - And the bronze from the contribu-
tions came to 70 kikar plus 2,400 sh ’qalim,
[38:30] - with which they made the support
posts for the doorway of the Tent of Meeting;
the brass sacrificial altar, as well as the grid
surmounting it; and all the accessories of the
Altar, [38:31] - as well as the ferrules for the
posts supporting the courtyard ‘round about
and the gateway, as well as all the pegs
securing the Mishkan and the courtyard ‘round
about. § same paragraph continues

39:1] - While from the [wool dyed in] sky-blue
and purple and crimson they made the service
vestments for the working priests, as well as
the sacred vestments for the High Priest Aaron,
all in accord with what The Eternal One had
instructed Moses.
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Quantification #1) how much does a shegel weigh?

Sumerian and Old Babylonian -

1 W& shey “barleycorn”
[ = 65 milligrams ]

1 shiklu

1 WKW shiklu “weight”
= 180 shey

(180 x 65) mg

11,700 mg
11.7 grams

- continued
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» 3 3
deben ‘ring” of 12 grams -

. | :

< Babylonian B 2 Ve

shiglu “weight” of 11.7 grams

stone commercial weights

Egyptian »

Canaanite/lIsraelite -

stone commercial weights
Israel, 8" century BCE

1 shegel =
1 pound =  453.6 gramg
o 1shegel = 1/40 pound
marked “1 Sh” marked “8 Sh”
11.3 grams 90.7 grams

Quantification #2) how many s/ ‘qalim in a kikar?

Exodus 38:25-26 - The silver accounted for— 100 kikar, plus an
additional 1,775 sh’'qalim— came from the half-shegel collected from
each of the 603,550 men over age twenty registered in the census.

1) 100922 + 1,7759pY = (603,550 / 2) Yy
2) 100923 + 1,7755pY = 301,775 Spy
3) 100925 = 300,000 5pY
2) 1995 = (3,000 5PV

\

3000/, = 75 pounds

Quantification #3) what’s the cash value of the audited donations?

| metal troy ounce per shegel per kikar total donations and value
gold $1,950 $585 $1,755,000 7,544 1b.  $51,322,050
silver $22.50 $6.75 $67,500 2,193 Ib. $6,761,980
brass $1.84/Ib $.046 $165 5,250 Ib. $9,660
*bronze | $2.35/Ib $.058 $165 o $12,338
copper | $3.10/Ib $.078 $233 “©o« $16,275
Total contribution (metals alone): 14,987 Ib. $58,093,690
=7.5tons  [$58,109,965
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Quantification 4) what’s the mean donation?

requested metal silver gold brass all
donor base 603,550 603,550 603,550 603,550 ~
donated
- kikar 100 L 29 L 70 L 200 L
- sh’qalim 1,775 730 2,400 1,905
total s/ galim 301,775~ 87,730 212,400 601,905 -
sh’galim apiece .500 145 .352 .997
Benchmark: 100%
mandated obligatory offering
Exodus 30:15 - “the rich may not
give more, nor the poor less,
than the half-shegel of silver.”
Qualifier: Response: Extent:
A) Exodus 25:2 - B) Exodus 35: 21- C) Exodus 36:6-7 -

YN UIN DD NN
R PREFE 8
From any individual
whose heart so prompts
them
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offerings.
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but all those whose
heart so prompted
them, and all whose
spirits moved them to
do so, came back,
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bringing the offerings of
The Eternal One for the
manufacture of the Tent
of Meeting and for all its
accessory — components
and for the sacred vest-
ments.

1P2YN ﬂ\’))ﬁ N
TN MNRA P
WY HN NYN) YN
NN Y
VIPD NmINY
Then Moses instructed
that heralds were to be
sent  throughout the
camp, proclaiming: “Let
no man or woman bring
any more material as
sacred offerings!”
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So the people left off
bringing it, for the
material submitted was
sufficient for the tasks

to be done with them,
and then some.
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D) 1l Kings 11:15 -

29NN 1P NINNPD MY-NN NID YTIN 1IN
Then the High Priest Y’hoYada’ gave instructions to the company
commanders charged with responsibility for the army...

written YON “deficient” - TP | written ND “plene/full” - Y7109

vowel XI2j2 qubutz vowel P17V shurug
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E) Jacob ben-Asher (1269-1343), Ba’al haTurim on Exodus 38:21 - “These are the
accountings” - [the “u” vowel in p’qudei is written] “full,” using a vav [which letter has the
numerical value of six],

IMTUNY ROV 9ON NN 7Y DaY Tpav Exodus 12:37 -
9051 1 NPOY OORYIN DN "1 DN
to emphasize that Moses had accounted for the D230 72)) 92N DN YY)

The number of Israelites who
departed from Ra’amses was some
six hundred thousand men.

offerings from all six hundred thousand [of the
men registered in the census], in order that none should
have reason to suspect that he had appropriated any
of their silver for himself. N2 OYVY

...sixty myriads [of ten thousand]...
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F)  Midrash Exodus Rabbah 51:1 - Moses was a trustworthy man, which is why he was
made treasurer for the production of the Mishkan.
D2YN NS NN NIANN DY NIV PIND PN 1PN DY
Our sages of the Mishnah have taught that one does not allow the resources of the com-
munity to be accounted for by less than two people.
INYD 92T VN PNV RSN DNN I
Now, on the one hand you find that Moses appointed himself as treasurer—
20 TN PINN PN ININ NNX NI
yet now you say that no less than two must do the counting!
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Rather, even though Moses was treasurer himself, he summoned others, and had the
computations done by them— even as it is said in Scripture “These are the accountings
of The Mishkan.”
5N 792 NWN 97Y TP TUN NION INI 2PN PN NYN TP TWUN
It is not written here “which Moses carried out,” but rather “which was carried out at the
order of Moses under the direction of Itamar.”

DYIYAY 0299 U3 DIVAY NON ININ - "IN ITIPO YN

- more over



Shabbat P'qudei — March 16, 2024 - page 6

G) Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on Exodus 39:1 - “These are the

accountings for [the materials contributed for] The Mishkan” etc. — by use of the demon-

strative pronoun NYX eileh “these,” this text invalidates any other accounting on earth.
79 10Y NN MW 13D 170 PR DI THN DIIMIPN DTN N1INOY NN DI D
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For any other thing which a person seeks to determine the value of, is merely illusory, as

is the counting thereof; it is merely the name of that item that he is counting,
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But this audit endures forever, the reason being that it is an accounting of the Mishkan,

which is distinguished by virtue of being the Abode of the Eternal God, The Eternal One.
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H) Tanna d’Bei EliYahu Rabbah 17:4 - It is thus that God declares in Scripture
“These are the accountings of The Mishkan, the Mishkan of Testimony,”
NN NIAVN MNY XN 9N NAY RINY HNNYII ONIX 23NIN NIYDY NAANI
D92 2YTHIN MY
[bearing witness that] out of His love for them and the joy that He takes in them, He,
Himself, exalts His Own great Name in their presence.
M INN NN NN NIIRY INDNIVY
Even so is it written: “Come forth and see, O daughters of Zion, [the glory of King Solomon
wearing the crown of glory his mother bestowed upon him” - Song of Songs 3:11].
PV DPYYNY N7APN 037101 23910 12N NNOY THNA DOIMINN DI
The children were thereby given the distinction of being summoned to bear witness to the
glorious presence of King Solomon[, a monarch of flesh-and-blood. But how much more so
is it a distinction to be summoned to dwell in proximity to] the King over the kings of kings—
The Holy And Blessed One, to Whom peace belongs!




