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«Tachometer Torah” Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
— Weekly Portion: ~ M’tzora

‘\«\' ) Consists of: Leviticus 14:1-15:23
E iy Sequence—
& ™ 4 in annual Torah cycle: 28t of 54
_ in Leviticus: 5% of 10
...read down to the red line

- A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Leviticus 14:1-8a

Context:  Leviticus, third of the Five Books of the Torah, is a catalogue of ceremonial laws,
dealing in large part with the sacrificial offerings made on God's Altar. Although named for
the Levitical priests who officiated at the Altar, it defines the ritual and spiritual norms for all
of Israelite society.

Content: Last week’s portion described the skin condition known as tzora'at, an ailment
viewed as the outer mark of an interior moral failing. For the duration of their affliction, such
persons are temporarily tamei— and, as such, ineligible either to engage in human society
or to participate in sacred rituals at the Altar. This week treats with the purification ceremony
marking the return of that individual into the social and spiritual life of the community.

14:1] - The Eternal One spoke to Moses,  HINT IDNZ NYH-OX NIN? 12N

saying: [14:2] - “This is to the be the torah of UYW\D 01,3 9‘18)3‘1 3'\‘”3'\ ‘l"'\h
the m’tzora’ on the day of their purification, Yon- 'JN N:n-n

when they are presented to the officiating
priest.

14:3] - “The priest is to go outside the encamp- n)[\)gb \{qn)g-‘;m Y5O0 NN
it the afiction of e % nceed hecleg 221 NIV 7M 105 M)
ora ad
from the one who had been afflicted. [14:4] - ]_D_] ‘1131 ”Y‘Sj L& J'\)ﬂxﬂ
Then the priest is to order that there be brought J'\_)’D D’.),D,S ’ﬂ\’) NVR2 ﬁ??’l
for the one being purified two live kosher — 2TN) NY2IN 7Y 1IN XY NNV
birds; some cedar wood; some [wool dyed] <-|_|
worm-crimson; and some hyssop. Shabbat “Parah”, March 30 |

14:5] - “Then the officiating priestis to instruct 99870 NN Dn\m ]‘D‘] M)

them to slaughter the one bird into a ceramic D»N O '35, \’)ﬁﬁ ,53 bN J'\I'\Nﬂ
bowl over running water.

- more over



Shabbat M’tzora — April 20, 2024 - page 2

14:6] - “He is then to take the living bird— it,
together with the cedar wood; the worm-
crimson [wool]; and the hyssop— and to dip
them all, together with the living bird, into the
blood of the slaughtered bird over the running
water. [14:7] - He is to sprinkle it seven
times upon the one being purified of tzo-
ra’at, SO as to purify him, and then is to
release the living bird to fly afield.

14:8a] - “The one being purified is to launder
their clothes; to shave all their hair; and to
bathe in water— then they are pure, and after-
wards may return into the encampment.”
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NI bt;_( NI
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15:4 - two kosher birds; cedar wood; [wool dyed] worm-crimson; and hyssop . . .

D»”N DN DY \v'm ’73 7N ARIATAYR MAND N \Dl’\\’)1
15:5 - Slaughter the one bird into a ceramic bowl over running water.

2N NY2IN MY

. . N

- Animal - - Vegetable - - Mineral - - Holiness -
NNV DAY TINNY wIn oo D»N O
kosher blrds cedar wood ceramic bowl running water
ny2in Ny N
[wool dyed in] hyssop
worm-crimson
Genesis 1:28 | Kings 5:13 Genesis 2:7 Genesis 1:2
DY G|l m DNy M N DWION AR
nn 21| VN R N DIoN| 29 %Y nonIn
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NIND IUN 29IND NN MRTND | The Spirit of God
The birds of the Ppa Ny | NHY)  yona|hovered over the
sky and every kind Every kind of plant ' D’?t\ surface of the
of creature that |life, from the cedar | God formed huma- | Waters.
teems upon the |of Lebanon to the |nity of the dust of <
earth. hyssop that sprouts | the earth, breathing [ Genesis 14:22 |
omonrawena | | from the wall. into their nostrils \mu?g’}"b@m'v
NIND NN ©2AYD NN the spirit of life. AR
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*ima\g Di";:l 3318):30 nMIn mnmn NNy
14:2 - This is to be the torah of the m 'tzora’ on the day of their purification

NP torah  158x in TaNaCH

The Book of Torah, the Torah Book ﬂ'liﬂf_! 19D 10x
The Torah of Moses YN NN 14x
The Book of the Torah of Moses YN NP 19D 4x
The Book of the Torah of Moses, which the Eternal One commanded 2x

11N MY-IYN NYN-NIIM 19D

The Book of the Torah of the Eternal One, by the hand of Moses 1x
ﬂ\;’)b-‘f?l} ﬂjﬂ?-ﬂ‘liﬂ 190

The Book of the Torah of the Eternal One 1112 NP 19D 3x

The Book of the Torah of the Eternal One, YOUl/ipeiy God =~ ———— 2x
PION NIN? NIM 19D

The Book of the Torah of God [, . DION NP 19D 1x

The Book of the Torah of GOD |27 DIONRN NP 9D 1x

The Torah of YOUr GOd/our God IWTON MIN ——— &

Deuteronomy 4:44 - : : Deuteronomy 4:37 -

N7IRD DN _ NI 95y
This is the self-same Torah at the instruction of The

Eternal One
nYn oY YN
which Moses placed
INIY? 2)20)9)
before the Israelites

Tl\_’__)')ﬁ T2
by the hand of Moses.

- more over
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| N-9-> “throw, shoot; aim, direct” I

simple active

V - causative active

ny

“shooting™ (transitive)

17N

“shooting” (intransitive)
“pointing out; showing”
“guiding”

“teaching; directing”

Associated noun

171> or NN
min
min
999

“early pelting rain of late Fall”

“shooter; archer”
“teacher”

“teaching, instruction;

law, rule, doctrine;

practice, protocol, procedure”

| D79 = “practice, procedure” >

A)
their purification,

Leviticus 14:2 -

Vulgate ritus |

1J'H7\D D]’:l )"\3)3'1 NN mnmn NNy
“This is to the be the procedure for the m tzora’ on the day of

IPAN-TY N220-52 N2AYAN-DY NTPIN DY NZYN NI NYYH NN NN?

This is the procedure for the burnt- -offering, which ascends
from being burned upon the Altar all night until morning

B1) L eviticus 6:2 -

B2) Leviticus 6:7

B3) Leviticus 6:18

B5) Leviticus 7:11

PR NNY
M
This is the proced-
ure for the grain-
offering.

nIn NNy
NNYND
This is the proced-
ure for the sin-
offering.

B4) Leviticus 7:1
nPH NN
DYND

This is the proced-
ure for the guilt-
offering.

NPH NN
DXR7¥N0 N2y
This is the proced-

ure for the cele-
bration-offering

Q)

NYIND HPH DNY

Leviticus 14:57 - That is the procedure for dealing with tzora'at.

NNPVI PYIN NNH NYN NOLYN IYN NNIPD HIH INY

That is the ritual for Jealousy for when a wife goes astray from
her husband and becomes defiled.

D) Numbers 5:29 -

- continued
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[PP = “law, rule, doctrine” >

LXX vopooc |

V9)-0271 DM NYNIN MND YY) DD) QD) NRNID NN NNy

E) Leviticus 11:46 -

YIND-0Y ¥

Those are the principles governing [the permissibility as food

of the various] animals and birds, and of every living thing that swarms.

DWTR YIP 220 2020 32352 17D UNI-DY a0 57190 NNt

F) Ezekiel 43:12 -

G)  Exodus 12:49 -

9)2) NNND Y HNXR NHPH
D22IN2 WD

A single rule shall apply to both the
citizen and the foreigner who dwells in
your midst.

This is the principle of the Temple atop the hill: all of its precincts
‘round about constitute a most sacred shrine.

H)  Numbers 15:16 -

Y TNN \DD\’)DW PNN ‘-nm
DOAN D N)2) o:b
A single rule, and a smgle code of

conduct, shall apply to you and to the
foreigner who dwells with you.

ONIYY 22 P2 12 NIN? 1N WK 19PN DOVIVNN) DIPND NIN

) Leviticus 26:46 -

NYN-13 ’J’U W“D

All those were the laws; the statutes; and the rules which the

Eternal One laid forth between Himself and the Israelites.

ND-DN "HYIN2 7220 NOIN WY 1012 O1-I12T IVPY) DYN R
J)  Exodus 16:4 - They are to gather up each day's allotted portion in turn, in order that
I might ascertain whether they will comport themselves in accord with My rules or not.

DIIINZ ONIND WK MYHD) NPND) 1IND NNZ-NY T2 MNK)

K) Exodus 24:12 -

I will give to you the tablets of stone containing the doctrine and

the commandment which | have written to instruct them.

NP =

L) Deuteronomy 1:5 -
Torah.

“Teaching, Instruction” > Vulgate Lex

Qur’an Bbjiﬂ

NNID NPHD-NN IND NYH DONIN

Moses then took it upon hlmself to elaborate upon this

T2P3 YINY d10727 10 N -NK 172y N0

M) Daniel 9:11 -
hearkening to Your Voice.

All of Israel have transgressed Your Torah, turning away from

- more over
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P92 NI NIA MDD WO PPY P 1INP TP-DY NIND 77 M)
N) Exodus 13:9-  Letit be asign upon your hand and a reminder between your eyes,
in order that the Torah of the Eternal One be always in your mouth.

2955 9UN 7990 NNV OV DY NN NXIP)
0O) Isaiah Horowitz (1565-1630) - Sh'nei Luchot haB'rit, Re'eh, Torah Or 5 - It is called
“Torah” because it will show the way on which they are to go.

93902 NINIY 1Y NN NNIPI ND
P)  Midrash Tanchuma vaYeileich 2 - It could not have been called “Torah” until it
was given at Sinai.
N2 NN ¥HIN N NNN DY MNND D NN NXIPI MDD PN O
NN NIVND)
It was called “Torah” on account of the number of commandments it contains, for the total
number of commandments in the Torah come to 613. Now the numerical value of the let-

ters in the word “Torah” totals 611;
n + ) + 9 + 0N
400 + 6 + 200 + 5 = 611

21NN INRY INT NNAXN 29D NNV DNYW DN YO0 1D INNAY DY)
NYNYIT DNV DINON 12T NN
the difference of two, which are lacking to make a total of 613, are the two that are spoken
with the Voice of Might— even as it says in Scripture: “God spoke one thing; two have |
heard [Psalm 42:12].”
72PN MY DY IWN ND M D7D 1IN NYN 1D MY INN I
This is the meaning of the verse “Moses com-

manded us a Torah[, a legacy for the assemblage i) Genesis 1:28 -
of Jacob” (Deuteronomy 33:4)— in which the | _. NIND-IN mbm 117 N9

numerological equivalency of the word “Torah” ||Be fertile and increase and fill the earth.
signifies that] “Moses commanded us 611,

while the Holy And Blessed One commanded

us the other two. - _Ge,¢is9b
YT2IYY N9 APy A YN NI VAT DDXNYY DINT NN

I will hold you accountable for blood-

PPN APWD 12T TID IR Y || L

) D32 12 NVY KD IRIVID PLAVYNI)
And it is “a legacy for the children of Jacob,” but not for idol-worshippers— even as
it is written: “He declares His word to [the house of] Jacob, His laws and statutes to Israel.
He has not done so to every nation[; His statutes they have not known - Psalm 147:19-20].”

JUNID NINOA 579D .30 NRIP YIN) T2Y 23 ,IPYN MNNA NYn Nny?
21D D 9Y 7Y YTy 1Y PN
Q) Liturgy - Q’dushat haYom for Shabbat - Let Moses rejoice in the portion he has

been assigned, for You have referred to him as “a faithful servant” [Numbers 12:7]. A
garland of glory did You place atop his head, when he stood before You on Mount Sinai!

- continued
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NI 1N J']:l\’) ﬂ'\’D\’) 0N2 1IN 1‘1’3 TN 022N nino mm
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NN NYY DY) NYY 1D ob»b NN N bmw 932 1729 Y2 .0y
YY) MY YYD DI, XIND NY) DRYN
For he brought down in his hand two stone tablets, on which was inscribed the observance
of Shabbat— for even so is it written in Your Torah:
The children of Israel are to keep the Shabbat, observing the Shabbat throughout
their generations as an eternal Covenant. It is a Sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever. For in six days did the Eternal One make the heavens
and the earth; but on The Seventh Day did He cease and make it a time of the
spirit [Exodus 31:16-17].
,02°09 Y7237 120N IRININ NDY ,MISIND 0D IPIIN 2 1N) NI
:wy’ Y19 ,NANN NN g0y bmw’b ) cwbw NIV N9 mrmm o))
TION WY WAY? 0D )YIY OWTRN DY TINI DI WY
For The Eternal One, our God, did not endow it upon the nations of the earth; neither
did our Sovereign make it the legacy of the idol-worships; neither grant His day of respite
to the uncircumcised. Rather, it was to Your People, Israel, that You endowed it in
love; to the progeny of Jacob, whom You have chosen— a People hallowing The Seventh
Day, all of whom are sated with and take delight in Your bountiful goodness.
nvyny 1Y INIR ININ D) NTHN IRYIR) 12 18] Y2
.ﬂ’\’_)'N‘]_::l
You have chosen and hallowed this Seventh Day, proclaiming it the most joyous of days—
a monument to the works of Creation.
1)75!‘\ m ‘Pﬂ13)3:1 13\’)‘1‘7 2NN XY NN 1J’ﬂ13N MIIN) 1)"1'7N
, NN ‘[‘T:l)’b Mo ‘\'1\31 ‘[ﬂ)ﬁ\’)’:l 1)1’\)3\’)1 EERIOA D)’:l\’) 1 mm:
tm‘w)’ 59 2 M L JYTR NIV YN NIANND IOTON D ubvm-n
VR AL
Our God, and God of our forebears, may our rest on this day be pleasing to You. Hallow
us with Your mitzvot; make Your Torah our legacy; satisfy us with Your goodness; give
us joy in Your redemption. Purify our hearts, that we may serve Your in truth, and lovingly
and willingly make Your holy Shabbat our sacred legacy, that all Israel— who hallow
Your Name!l— may rest therein.
12YD VIR, NN T3
Praised are You, O Eternal One, Who hallows the Shabbat.

Song “Just One Shabbos” - by Mordechai Ben David, 1983

Just one Shabbos, and we’ll all be free;

Just one Shabbos come and join with me.
Let’s sing and dance to the sky,
With our spirit so high—

We will show them all it’s true;

Let them come and join us too.




