
 

שטיקל תורהַא     A Little Slice of Torah 
ווָאך דער  פרשת פּון     from the weekly portion 

October 01, 2022 

 ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,   ,ַאָתה ְייָ  ָברּוְך
 ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה:   ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו,

 

 

Parashat-haShavu’a Stats 

  Weekly Portion:  vaYeileich 

  Consists of:   Deuteronomy 31:1-30 

  Sequence—     

   in annual Torah cycle:    52nd of  54 

   in Deuteronomy:      9th  of  11 
 
 
 
 

 

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Deuteronomy 31:9-13 

Context:  Deuteronomy, last of the Five Books of the Torah, consists of Moses’s farewell 
address to the Jewish people, in which he reviews— and formally renews their commitment 
to— the Covenant they and their parents had made at Mount Sinai a generation earlier.   

This week’s portion sees Moses carrying out the final acts of his prophetic career: 
relinquishing leadership to his disciple Joshua, conveying the written text of the Torah to the 
Israelite people; and preparing to offer a final rebuke and benediction (which is the great 
Song in next week’s portion). 
 

31:9] -  Moses wrote down this Torah and gave 

it to the priests, sons of Levi, who car-ried the 

Ark of the Covenant of The Eternal One,  and 

to all the elders of Israel.  [31:10a] -  Then 

Moses instructed them as follows: 

ֹּאת     ַהז ת- ַהּתֹוָרה  אֶׁ ה  מֹּשֶׁ ְכּתֹּב   ַויִּ
ים  אִּ ַהנֹּשְֹּ י  ֵלוִּ בְ ֵני  ים  ֲהנִּ ל -ַהכֹּ אֶׁ ְּתָנּה   ַויִּ
ְקֵני  ל-ָכל-זִּ ְואֶׁ ְיהָֹוה  ית  ְברִּ ת- ֲארֹון   אֶׁ

ה אֹוָתם ֵלאמֹּר  ָרֵאל ַוְיַצו מֹּשֶׁ שְֹּ  יִּ
 

31:10b] -  “At the end of every seven years, 

upon the arrival of the year of remission, at the 

Feast of Booths  [31:11] -  when all Israel will 

have come to appear before The Eternal One, 

your God, in the place that God will have 

chosen, you are to read this Torah aloud in the 

presence of all Israel.  

ָטה ים ְבמֵֹּעד ְשַנת ַהְשמִּ ַבע ָשנִּ ֵקץ  שֶׁ  מִּ
ָרֵאל ֵלָראֹות  שְֹּ כֹות ְבבֹוא ָכל- יִּ  ְבַחג ַהסֻּ
ר  ֲאשֶׁ ַבָמקֹום  יָך  ֱאֹלהֶׁ ְיהָֹוה  ת-ְפֵני   אֶׁ
ד גֶׁ נֶׁ ֹּ את  ַהז ת-ַהּתֹוָרה  אֶׁ ְקָרא  ּתִּ ְבָחר   יִּ

ם  ָרֵאל ְבָאְזֵניהֶׁ שְֹּ  ָכל-יִּ

  

31:12] -  “Assemble the people— men, women, 

children, and the strangers in your 

communities— that they may hear and so learn 

to revere The Eternal One, your God and to 

observe faithfully every word of this Teaching.  

ים  ְוַהָנשִּ ים  ָהֲאָנשִּ ת-ָהָעם  אֶׁ  ַהְקֵהל 
ְלַמַען  יָך  ְשָערֶׁ בִּ ר  ֲאשֶׁ ְוֵגְרָך   ְוַהַטף 
ְלְמדּו ְוָיְראּו אֶׁ ת- ְיהָֹוה  ְשְמעּו ּוְלַמַען יִּ  יִּ
ת -ָכל- אֶׁ ַלֲעשֹוֹּת  ְוָשְמרּו  ם  ֱאֹלֵהיכֶׁ

ֹּאת ִּּד  ְבֵרי ַהּתֹוָרה ַהז
 
 

 
 

 

           - more over 
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“Tachometer Torah” 

 
…read down to the red line 



31:13] -  “And let their children, who have not 

yet known of it, hear it so that they may learn 

to revere The Eternal One, your God as long as 

they live in the land that you are about to cross 

the Jordan to possess.” 

ְוָלְמדּו  ְשְמעּו  יִּ ֹּא-ָיְדעּו  ר ל ם ֲאשֶׁ  ּוְבֵניהֶׁ
ָכל-  ם  ֱאֹלֵהיכֶׁ ת -ְיהָֹוה  אֶׁ ְרָאה  ְליִּ
ים  ַעל-ָהֲאָדָמה  ם ַחיִּ ר ַאּתֶׁ ים ֲאשֶׁ  ַהָימִּ
ָשָמה ת-ַהַיְרֵדן  אֶׁ ים  עְֹּברִּ ם  ַאּתֶׁ ר   ֲאשֶׁ

ְשָּתּה  ְלרִּ
  

 
 

 ?What’s the Issue…and What’s At Stake  –  מאי קא משמע לן
 

 

ְקָרא  ֹּאת -ֶאתּתִּ ה           ַהּתֹוָרה ַהז ְכּתֹּב מֹּשֶׁ  ֶאתַויִּ
ד ָכל גֶׁ ם-נֶׁ ָרֵאל ְבָאְזֵניהֶׁ שְֹּ ֹּאת                 יִּ  ַהּתֹוָרה ַהז

 

31:9 -    Moses wrote down          31:11 -    You are to read this  

  this Torah . . .                    Torah aloud in the presence 

                        of all Israel. 

 

 וימת שם משה -  אפשר שמת משה וכתיב וימת שם משה אלא עד כאן כתב  
  משה ומכאן ואילך כתב יהושע

A) Midrash Sifrei, 357:28 -      “Then Moses died” [Deuteronomy 34:5] — could it be 

possible for Moses to die, and write “then Moses died”?   Rather, up to this point it was 

Moses who wrote; from this point on, Joshua finished the book.  

ויכתוב משה    אפשר שנתן  הזאתאת התורה  ר׳ מאיר אומר הרי הוא אומר 
  משה את התורה כשהיא חסירה אפי׳ אות אחת

Rabbi Mei’ir protests that it had been earlier declared 

[in Deuteronomy 31:9] “Moses wrote down this 

Torah.”  Could it be possible for Moses to have 

conveyed the Torah when it was lacking even a 

single letter? 

 אלא מלמד שהיה משה כותב מה שאמר לו 
אליהם  ויאמר  שנא׳  כענין  כתוב   הקב״ה 

 ברוך מפיו יקרא אלי 
Rather, it teaches that Moses wrote regarding what-

ever The Holy And Blessed One said to him: 

“Write!”  (As in the case of:  “Baruch [son of NeriYah, scribe to the prophet Jeremiah] told 

them ‘he pronounces all these things to me[, and I write them down in a scroll in ink’” – 

Jeremiah 36:18]).   

 
 ומה שכר נתן לו הקב״ה הזאת השירה   התורה ויכתוב משה את  נא׳  

B) Midrash Deuteronomy Rabbah 3:12 -  It is said in Scripture: “Moses wrote down 

this Torah” [Deuteronomy 31:9] and “this Song” [ibid., verse 22].  In return for which, what 

reward did The Holy And Blessed One give him? 

 זיו הפנים דכתיב ומשה לא ידע כי קרן עור פניו אימתי בדברו אתו

Radiance of face— even as it is written: “neither did Moses know that the skin of his face 

was beaming” [Exodus 34:29].  As a consequence of what? “From His speaking with him” 

[loc. cit.]. 
 

 

           - continued 

Deuteronomy 31:26 – 

ַח  ֵאת ֵסֶפר ַהּתֹוָרה ַהֶזה     ָלקֹּ
ם    ְמּתֶׁ ֲארֹון  אֹּתֹוְושַֹּ ַצד  מִּ

ם  ית-ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהיכֶׁ  ְברִּ
Take this Torah scroll and place it 

within the Ark of the Covenant of 

The Eternal One, your God. 
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ים    ַבע ָשנִּ ֵקץ שֶׁ ֵעד    מִּ ַנת הַ ְבמֹּ ִמָטהשְׁ    שְׁ
31:10b -  At the end of every seven years,     

   upon arrival of the year of remission  

 
C) Deuteronomy 15:1-2 – 

 

ִמָטה  ה שְׁ ים ַּתֲעשֶֹּ ַבע-ָשנִּ ֵקץ שֶׁ  מִּ
At the end of every seven years, you are 

to practice a remission of debts. 

 

ָכל-ַבַעל ָטה  ָשמֹוט  ַהְשמִּ ְדַבר  ה   ְוזֶׁ
ה ְבֵרֵעהּו ר ַישֶׁ   ַמֵשה ָידֹו  ֲאשֶׁ

This is the manner of the remission in 

question:  every creditor is to relin-

quish any such current claim as he may 

have against his neighbor.    

 

י-  כִּ יו  ת- ָאחִּ ְואֶׁ ת-ֵרֵעהּו  אֶׁ גֹּשֹּ  ֹּא-יִּ ל
ָטה ַליהָֹוהָק    ָרא ְשמִּ

He may not pursue further repayment 

from his neighbor nor kinsman; for 

relinquishment is decreed by The Eternal 

One.  

 

D)       Harold Kushner (1935- ), Etz 

Hayim Torah and Commentary – 

This legislation is concerned with ensuring 

that there not emerge in Israel a perma-

nent underclass— persons unable to lift 

themselves out of poverty.  Such a condi-

tion would be unfair to human beings, 

fashioned in God’s Image, and dangerous to 

society as a breeding ground for law-

lessness and irresponsibility.  The first step 

in the direction of preventing that is the 

remission of debts in the seventh year.  

The Torah is here concerned with the type of 

debt incurred by the poor and insolvent: a 

farmer in dire need of funds because of crop 

failure and a city dweller destitute as a result 

of unemployment.  Loans to such indi-

viduals were regarded as acts of philan-

thropy rather than commercial ventures, 

and the forgiving of such loans was an 

extension of the generosity.  

 
 אמר רב הונא בריה דרב יהושע האי מאן דלא ידע כמה שני בשבוע הוא  עומד 

 ניטפי חד שתא 

E) Babylonian Talmud, ‘Avodah Zarah 9b -   Rav Hunah, son of Rabbi Joshua, said that 

anyone who does not know the status of any given year in the current seven-year calendar 

cycle should add one year [to the number of years that have elapsed since the destruction of 

Jerusalem— since the year of the destruction 69-70 CE (anno mundi 3820) is known to have been 

a seventh-year Sabbatical year of remission];  

 ונחשוב כללי ביובלי ופרטי בשבועי ונשקל ממאה תרי 

then he should deduct the larger fifty-year cycles of Yoveil/Jubilee years— comprised of 

seven seven-year Sabbatical cycles— of which there are two each century;  

 ונשדי אפרטי ונחשובינהו לפרטי בשבועי וידע כמה שני בשבוע 
then after dividing that number by seven, from whatever remainder is left he will know 

what year that is in the current seven-year cycle.  

 
F)   Leviticus 25:10 – 

 

Dedicate that fiftieth year to proclaiming 

freedom throughout the land to all its inha-

bitants. 

ים ָשָנה    שִּ ם ֵאת ְשַנת ַהֲחמִּ ַדְשּתֶׁ   ְוקִּ
ֶביה  ָכל-יֹּשְׁ ץ לְׁ ם ְדרֹור בָ ָארֶׁ  ּוְקָראתֶׁ

 

           - more over 
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  Sabbatical Years  in recent modernity  - 
  

5677 (1916-17) 

5684 (1923-24) 

5691  (1930-31) 

5698 (1937-38) 

5705 (1944-45) 

5712  (1951-52) 

5719  (1958-59) 

5726  (1965-66) 

5733  (1972-73) 

5740  (1979-80) 

5747  (1986-87) 

5754  (1993-94) 

5761  (2000-01) 

5768  (2007-08) 

5775  (2014-15) 

5782  (2021-22) 
 

  ⸫  5783 is “the eighth year”    

           (i.e. First Year of a new seven-year calendar cycle) 

 
Deuteronomy 31:10-11] -  At the end of every seven years, 

upon the arrival of the year of remission, at the Feast of 

Booths when all Israel will have come to appear before 

The Eternal One, your God, in the place that God will 

have chosen,  you are to read this Torah aloud in the 

presence of all Israel.  
\ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

               The Priest Ezra reads the Torah before  
                        the Water Gate (Nehemiah 8) 

 
 פרשת המלך כיצד 

G) Mishnah Sotah 7:8 -  What is the conduct of the [septennial public reading of the 

Torah, as called for in Deuteronomy 31]? 

במוצאי שביעית עושין לו בימה של עץ   בשמיני מוצאי יום טוב הראשון של חג   
  בעזרה והוא יושב עליה שנאמר מקץ שבע שנים במעד וגו׳ 

At the conclusion of the first festival-day of The Feast [of Sukkot] during the “eighth” year 

they erect a wooden dais in the Temple Courtyard for him to sit upon— even as it is said 

in Scripture: “At the end of every seven years, upon the arrival [of the year of remission, at 

the Feast of Booths when all Israel will have come to appear before The Eternal One, your God, 
in the place that God will have chosen, you are to read this Torah aloud in the presence of all 

Israel” - Deuteronomy 31:10-11]. 

 חזן הכנסת נוטל ספר תורה ונותנה לראש הכנסת וראש הכנסת נותנה לסגן
ומקבל  וקורא  עומד  והמלך  נותנה למלך  גדול  וכהן  גדול  לכהן  נותנה   והסגן 

  יושב 
The service-leader takes the Torah scroll, and gives it to the head of the assemblage, who 

gives it to the vice-president, who gives it to the High Priest, who gives it to the king.  The 

king stands to receive it, but reads it while seated.  

  וקורא מתחלת אלה הדברים עד שמע 
He reads therein from the beginning [of Deuteronomy— from the verse] “Now these are the 

words” [Deuteronomy 1:1—] up to “Hear, O Israel” [the paragraph of the Shm’a — Deutero-

nomy 6:4-9,]; 

 ושמע  והיה אם שמע 
“And it shall come to pass, if you shall hearken…” [Deuteronomy 11:13-21]; 

 עשר תעשר   כי תכלה לעשר
“You shall tithe” [Deuteronomy 14:22-29, followed by:] “once you have finished tithing…” 

[Deuteronomy 26:12-15]; 
 

           - continued 
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  ופרשת המלך
the passage about the king [Deuteronomy 17:14-20]; 

 וברכות וקללות  עד שגומר כל הפרשה
and the blessings and curses [in Deuteronomy 28,] clear to the end of that passage. 

 ברכות שכהן גדול מברך אותן המלך מברך אותן אלא שנותן של רגלים תחת
 מחילת העון 

He then blesses the assemblage with the same blessing with which the High Priest had 

blessed them [a week earlier, on Yom Kippur]— except that, instead of the petitionary prayer 

asking forgiveness for iniquity [from the Day of Atonement, the king instead con-cludes with] 

a prayer of praise in celebration of the Festival.  

 

 

Pars Pro Toto:  “The Readers Digest Torah” 
 

H)   Sinai Covenant 1.0 

114 verses   =   1.95% of the Torah 

 

10 Commandments -   Exodus 20:1-14 
 

statutes and ordinances     

          -   Exodus 20:19-23:33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I)   Sinai Covenant Redux 

17 verses   =   .29% of the Torah 

post-Calf focus on integrity and obedience 

   - Exodus 34:10-26 
  

“Write down these commandments, for it 

is in accord with these commandments 

that I make a Covenant with you and all 

Israel”  -   Exodus 34:27 

 
J)   Future Ratification Prescribed 

15 verses   =   .26% of the Torah 

 

12 “curses” to define outer parameters of 

personal comportment      

  -  Deuteronomy 27:12-26   
     [Shabbat “Ki Tavo”] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K)   Ratification Performed 

6 verses   =   .95% of Book of Joshua 

allusion to (but no description of) the ritual 

“just as it is written in the Torah Book”  

  - Joshua 8:30-35 
 

“There was not a word of all that Moses 

had commanded that Joshua failed to 

read in the presence of the entire assem-

blage of the Israelites”  -  Joshua 8:35 
 

 
L)   Canonization of Torah: the Ultimate Ratification 

11 verses   =   2.7% of Book of Nehemiah 

seven corporate commitments, made to preserve the integrity of the people; the land; and 

the national shrine  -   Nehemiah 10:30-40 
 

“Undertaking an oath, with sanctions, to follow the Torah of God— given through 

Moses, the servant of God!— and to observe scrupulously all the commandments of 

The Eternal One, our God, all His statutes and ordinances”  -   Nehemiah 10:30 
 

 

           - more over 
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M)   Haq’heil Text:  The Septennial “Reading of the Torah,” after Mishnah Sotah 7:8 

296 verses  =  31% of the Book of Deuteronomy   (5.1% of the Torah) 

1) Opening of the Book:           

  •  journey to the frontier of The Promised Land;    1:1-6:9 

  •  summons to faithfulness;          

  •  Ten Commandments;          

  •  paragraph of the Sh’ma         
 

 

2) Blessings from On High as reward for faithfulness     11:13-21 
 

 

3) Duty to provide for the needy and the national shrine    14:22-29 
 

 

4) Declaration of personal commitment to God’s service    26:12-15 
 

 

5) Duties and responsibilities of the king      17:14-20 
 

 

6) Corporate consequences of faithfulness… and of betrayal    28:1-69  
 

 

 
 

- Deuteronomy 31:10-11 - 
 

At the end of every seven years . . .   
 

   . . . you are to read this Torah aloud  

           in the presence of all Israel.  
 

 

 

 

The 13 Principles of Jewish Religious Faith 

Moses Maimonides, Commentary to the Mishnah (1168) 
 

Joseph Albo, Seifer ha-‘Iqarim (1425) 
 

God     אלהים   The One Who is On High 
1) God is Creator of the universe, with sole authority for its management. 

2) God is an all-encompassing Unity. 

3) God is not a physical or corporeal being. 

4) God is the First Cause and the Last Phenomenon. 

5) God is the only proper object of prayer or praise.           

Torah     תורה  Revelation as bridge to humanity 
6) the Prophets were the instruments of God’s Revelation to humanity. 

7) Moses is foremost among the prophets. 

8) the Torah we hold is authentic and Divinely Revealed. 

9) the Torah we hold is sacred and immutable for all time.    

Israel    ישראל  the nature of human life here Below 
10) our thoughts and deeds are known before our Maker. 

11) we are rewarded or punished for our deeds. 

12) messianic redemption is the ultimate reward for the faithful. 

13) resurrection will raise the dead at the time of the messianic redemption. 


