Jewish Congregation of Marco Island

A CLOSE LOOK AT TORAH

EXCERPT FROM THE WEEKLY PORTION
October 16, 2021
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Torah Stats

Weekly Portion: Lech L’cha
Consists of: Genesis 12:1-17:27
Sequence—
in annual Torah-reading cycle: 3™ of 54
in the Book of Genesis: 3rdof 12

- A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Genesis 12:1-7

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective
nations; and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as
the founder of the Israelite people.

Content:  7his week’s portion launches Israelite history with an account of Gods sum-
mons to Abraham. (Although, not yet being a Hebrew-speaking Canaanite, he is at the
time still going by his original Aramaic name, Avram. Watch for the linguistic, cultural, psy-
chological, and theological change-over in names coming up in 17:5 and 17:15).

A RUNNING START - wrapping up last week’s parashah, No’ach:

[11:271 Now these are the generations of ‘r":n‘] NID NN ﬂ‘f'?]ﬂ ‘]bN}
Terach: Terach begot Avram, Nachor, and ID-NN) INY- J'\N DIYaN- J'\N

Charan, who begot Lot. [11:28] Charan died
during the lifetime of his father Terach in his ) V= e LI-NN PN 1)

native land, at Ur of the Chaldeans. 13‘1‘]‘?1)3 NN 1’323 nIT N9- oy
DYTYD N2

[11:29] Avram and Nachor, in turn, had taken D’\{); DD? '\’il’\;] DN nPN
wives for themselves. The name of Avram’s -NVYN D\’)']' D‘.\JN-J;\\’)'N ov
wife was , and that of Nachor was LAy PO RIS Y
, daughter of Charan (who was father to G ]_'1'—) na nn
both and ). [11:30] But Sarai was PR N7RY Y DM )
infertile; she had no child. TN N

[11:31] Terach took his son Avram; his grand- -NN) 1):1 DAN-DN MDD PPN
son Lot, the son of Charan; and his daughter-in- 13‘1?3 Y ﬂN1 22- ]3 0-12 \315
law Sarai, the wife of his son Avram, and IR DAN INYD) 22 DN ﬂ\’)N

together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans
to go towards the land of Canaan. WD NN ﬂbbb D"W)D

- more over
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But having come only as far as Haran, they
settled there. [11:32] Terach\ lived to be 205,
and then he died in Haran.

) Bashan
‘Sea.of Galilee
fc
)

3. Abram arrived in the
land, heard from the
Lord at Shechem and

‘u

* oJericho worshipped at Bethel
”eb‘f’ 8alt Sea (Gen 12:6-8).
 Hebrof i Moab
Beersheba morrah
.Kadesh *Zoar

Negeb Amalek

| 2. God called Abram

PN D\’) 13\’)’1 N-TY 1N3’1
D’ZﬂN)m D’J\’) \’)DI‘\ nNAN-M
Y02 MD 1PN MY

Umma
B Glrsu" Lagash\

1. Abram traveled from
Ur to Haran with his e
father Terah and settled Eridu

there (Gen 11:31).

PICKING UP - beginning this week’s parashah, Lech L'cha:

[12:1] The Eternal One said to Avram, “Get
yourself forth from your native land and from
your father’s house to the land that I will
show you. [12:2] | will make of you a great
nation; | will bless you; I will make your
name great; and you shall be a blessing.
[12:3] | will bless those who bless you, and
curse any who curses you; all the families of
the earth shall bless themselves by you.”

[12:4] So Avram went forth as The Eternal
One had commanded him, and Lot went with
him. Avram was seventy-five years old when
he left Haran. [12:5a] Avram took his wife
Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the
wealth that they had amassed, and the persons
that they had acquired in Haran; and they set
out to go towards the land of Canaan.

T2-72 D1AN-ON NI NN
TAN M -[mbmm TNIND
-[wm ‘[N‘\N YN \(‘\m N
~pm3n -mnm 72 mm
55 g1 1972 INN *[bb?m

MTIND NNIYN

NIN? PIN 92T IYND DIIN TIN
YnN-12 072N) LIV AN 9N
YINR INKRYZ MY DYIY) DNIY:
YN MY-NN DN NPN
92-NN) PRN-2 VID-NN)
VOIN-NNY W7 YN DYI
N2YY NS JINA IUY-IUN
WD NYIN

- continued
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[12:5b] They reached the land of Canaan, DIIN 93Y? WD NY¥IN INDN
[12:6] through which Avram passed as far as ]1"7& Ty db\’) tiipn ;f)’ NIN2

the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Mo- .
) " D] g
reh. The Canaanite was then in the land. ‘{"]_l;{;l ’(Z;{ J}’;Dtn ﬂ']_JD

1O eilon = terebinth

Pistacia terebinthus
“turpentine tree”

;ﬁ
|

[12:7]1 The Eternal One appeared to Avram NN D]:_ng-bz_s_( NN NN
and declared: “to your progeny have | as- AREN] 'mi-t‘o ‘(‘)ﬁﬂ -,-m 15'\N 4'[}_’"!3_5

signed this land.” So he built an altar there 5 _ . : i
to The Eternal One Who had appeared to him. ) ?N R0 M 2 N33 oY

1) Separation As a Conceptual Theme in Genesis

citation element distinguished from
1:3 light / primordial darkness ﬁ
1:6-7 finitude of the sky / the infinite cosmic ocean %— physical
1:9-10 dry land / waters of the sea
2:24 aman / his family of origin psychological
5:3 lineage of humanity / Kayin the murderer ﬁ
10:21ff the Semites / the other Noahide nations %sociopolitical
12:4 Avram / Abraham / the other Semites _J

II) Postponed Aspirations: a Thematic Model in Scripture

Terach (and his family) - 11:31 Abraham (and his family) - 12:5
222 OXTYI TIND DAN INY?)
W NYIN 1922 NYIN NI77INYN
They set out from Ur of the Chaldeans They set out [from Haran] to go towards
to go towards the land of Canaan; the land of Canaan,
oy 12¥2 1 IN-TY mhzz—m N2
but, having come only as far as Haran, and they reached the land of Canaan.
they settled there.

- more over
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More “Delayed-Gratification”

(Genesis 12:7)

XIND-NN DN TYIND
To your progeny have | assigned* this
land.

* literally, “I will give.”

in Egypt (Exodus 6:8-9)

IUN NIND-IN DINN SHNAN)
DNIANY ANN NNY Y T-NN SNNY)
AP POYY
I will bring you into the land which |
swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob,

nYIIn 027 AN NN
giving it to you as your possession.

David (I Chronicles 22:7-8)

DY 12 MY »2a5-0y N0 OIN
th nin?
| had wanted to build a House for the
Name of The Eternal One, my God—
-ND 90N2 NIN-I2T O%Y O
D27 DNT D MMYY M2 N)an
ngb NYIN mg\v
but the Word of The Eternal One came
to me, declaring: “You shall not build
a House for My Name, for you have
shed much blood on the earth in My
Sight.”

(Genesis 15:13, 15:16)

NIND YR D202 9D VID YT
V2N DNN NY) OITIY) 0N N
MY NMINN
You are to know of a surety that your
progeny will be foreigners in a land
not their own, where they will enslave
them and persecute them four hundred
years.
-ND 0D 13D IV YA 1N
MN-TY >IN VY O2Y
Only in the fourth generation will
they return hither— for the sin of the
Amorite is not yet complete.

at Paran (Numbers 14:31)

727?127 DNYON IYN DI9V)
As for your youngsters, whom you
declared would be captives to your
foes,

NWD-NR YT DN OHNAN)
M3 DNOND YN
it is them that I shall bring into the
land which you have spurned!

Solomon (I Kings 5:17-19)
22290 Y TN NINY NN NHY)
AR NN Y ¥ PN VY PN
".;ibz;_g ‘nj‘n:’ D\_’)? na m:‘.}‘_;v
But now The Eternal One, my God,
has given me respite from our foes all
around, with neither enemy or evil at
hand— therefore, | intend now to
build a House for the Name of The
Eternal One, my God.

- continued
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Habbakuk 1:2
YRYUN N2 RNV NN NIN-TY
How long, O Eternal One, shall |
plead while You pay no heed;

PYIN N7) 0N TN PYIN
shall I cry out “violence!”, and You
not rescue?

A) Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a -

him: “What did the Messiah say to you?”

Jeremiah 29:10-11
MY D3V Y225 IO 29Y %2
DRI TN
Only when Babylon has fulfilled its
seventy years will | take account of
you,
21D MIT-NN 02Y NHP
NI DIPRD-ON DINN DYN?
MPM MINN 077
by fulfilling for you My promise of
favor to bring you back to this place,
to give you a hopeful future.

T2 MNOND 7D PN IPIN 22D NNN
[Rabbi Joshua] returned to Elijah, who asked

NYD 2 TYY DVW D NN

He replied: “He said ‘peace be to you, son of Leivi.’

YINT NIOYD TIAND) T2 THVIAN 71D N

[Elijah] told him: “He was thereby guaranteeing you a portion in The World To Come!”
NONX XD NIINN 017 00 9INRT %22 IpY XP NPV 1D DN
But Joshua protested: “he lied to me, for he told me ¢l am coming today’— yet he did

not come!”

WNYN 1DPA-DON DD T2 N 21 7MY INN:
[Elijah] answered him “He was telling you thusly: [it could be] ‘today— if you will heed

My Voice’ [Psalm 95:7].”

- The Textual Conundrum -

Genesis 12:6 - X IN2 X 2¥I0N)
“The Canaanite was then in the land.”

NIND HNX U9 29IV NNTY 5 199 ‘(‘]_Z;(;! N ’3}3;?0]
B) unattributed midrash - cited in S. A. Wertheimer Batei Midrashot 2 (1897), 6:16 -

“The Canaanite was then in the land” — [because the two letters forming the word “then”
TN az, alef and zayin, have respectively the numerical values of 1 and 7,] this is a prophetic
intimation that the eighth generation would take possession of the land.

MMT NYAV 3N NYN DINY NNP N APY PNY DNIAN
Abraham; Isaac; Jacob; Leivi; Q’hot; ‘Amram; and Moses are seven generations,

NV NINY UION yWIinM

while Joshua, who entered [into the territory of the Canaanites to conquer it] is the eighth.

- more over
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7D M0 NVWIAN PIY JY MNND NIND TN 7)YIDN) 2NN PNV 10NN
Y1 TUN YIND DWUN 1NN KDY J¥ID ¥IND NI DIIN

Q)

RaMBaN (Bonastruc da Porta, 1194-1270) - It is possible that Scripture mentions

that “the Canaanite was then in the land” to teach us about the substance of this chapter—

namely to indicate that Avram had arrived in t

he Land of Canaan, but The Ineffable One

had not yet shown him the land which had been promised.

1220 NI DIINY XIND TN NN

991 NN NYION DOY DIPN TY 1M
MY N2 M XD 1PN

So he passed along to the place of Shechem, where dwelt “the Canaanite, a bitter and im-
petuous nation” [Habbakuk 1:6]. Avram was afraid of them, and so did not build there an

altar to The Eternal One.

NID) XIND D I OVYN PON NN 1NN NINI DOV DIPHNI NI

NYDNY92 ¥TAYY /AY NaAtN NIA N

TNIN YN YINI NN 92D 9 INNTD

But once he came beyond Shechem to the terebinth of Moreh, The Ineffable One ap-
peared to him and gave him the land. At that his former fear left him, for it had pre-
viously been promised “the land that I will show you” [Genesis 12:1]; S0 it was then that

he built an altar to The Eternal One to wors

hip God in openly in public.

D) Genesis 13:7 —

DIIN-NMPN ¥ P2 IOIN
VIZ-MIPNR OYI P

Now contention arose between the
herdsmen of Avram and those of [his

nephew] Lot.

YINZ 39 11991 23939
And the Canaanites and Perizzites
were then residing in the land.

E) OvadYah S'forno (1475-1550) -

0> DN VY P2 >IN N
Mya O NN YWININ
02AvINN
Such a rift between foreign kinsmen
sullied the reputation of Avram
/.among the local residents.
OXNXRN P2 NN NYNA D
DXIVINN DN NIVYN> OXNN
DNNYI VP INYN 27 WIND
Because of there being one dispute be-
tween two foreign kinsmen, the local
residents would regard them as argu-
mentative men who would be even

F)

Alexander Zusya Friedman (1897-1943), Avnei Ezel -

more rude in dealing with outsiders.

It is due to the failure of

parents to raise their young in the Torah and i

ts observance that the Jewish people lost their

home and foreigners settled on the soil of the Land of Israel.

That is the thought expressed in the verse “Now contention arose between the herdsmen of
Avram and those of Lot.” Whenever Jews cannot agree on the care and training of their

offspring— whether to follow the ways of Ab

raham, of whom it is written

nivYY NI 797 1Y) PION IDI-NN) PIZ-TY MY TGN W0

in order to command his children and his

LIYIN NPT
household after him to keep the way of

- continued
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The Eternal One, to do righteousness and justice [Genesis 18:19];
or the way of Lot, who was drawn to and went to live amongst the evil people of Sodom—
then “the Canaanites and the Perizzites” will dwell in the land. So long as all Jews can-
not concur that the only way is the way of Abraham, the land of Israel will be governed by
alien peoples, since the Israelites themselves will be unworthy of living there.

either...

Seth - father of humanity

Shem - loyal son
Abraham - faithful servant
Isaac - dutiful son

Jacob - patient builder

Judah - initiative-taker

Oor...

Kayin - vindictive fratricide
Cham - self-interested usurper
Lot - amoral opportunist
IshmakEil - bloody warrior
Eisav - impulsive savage

Re’uven - indecisive waffler




