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A CLOSE LOOK at Torah 

Excerpt from the weekly portion 

October 16, 2021 

, ה יְיָּ רוּךְ אַתָּ ם,   בָּ עוֹלָּ  אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָּ
יו, נוּ בְמִצְוֹתָּ ה:   אֲשֶר קִדְשָּ נוּ לַעֲסוֹק בְדִבְרֵי תוֹרָּ  וְצִוָּּ

 

    

Torah Stats 
 

   Weekly Portion:   Lech L’cha 

   Consists of:   Genesis 12:1-17:27 

   Sequence—       

     in annual Torah-reading cycle: 3rd of 54 

     in the Book of Genesis:  3rd of 12 
 

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Genesis 12:1-7 

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the 
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective 
nations; and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as 
the founder of the Israelite people.  

Content:  This week’s portion launches Israelite history with an account of God’s sum-
mons to Abraham.  (Although, not yet being a Hebrew-speaking Canaanite, he is at the 
time still going by his original Aramaic name, Avram. Watch for the linguistic, cultural, psy-
chological, and theological change-over in names coming up in 17:5 and 17:15). 
 

A RUNNING START – wrapping up last week’s parashah, No’ach: 
 

 

[11:27]  Now these are the generations of 

Terach:  Terach begot Avram, Nachor, and 

Charan, who begot Lot.   [11:28]   Charan died 

during the lifetime of his father Terach in his 

native land, at Ur of the Chaldeans.   

ה   רַח וְאֵלֶּ תֶּּ הוֹלִיד    תּוֹלְדֹת  רַח  תֶּּ
ת-הָרָן   וְאֶּ ת-נָחוֹר  ת-אַבְרָם   אֶּ אֶּ
הָ רָן   ת-לוֹט   וַיָ מָת  אֶּ הוֹלִיד  וְהָרָן 
מוֹלַדְתּוֹ   ץ  רֶּ בְ אֶּ אָבִיו  רַח  תֶּּ עַל-פְנֵי 

דִים   בְאוּר כַשְֹ
 

[11:29]  Avram and Nachor, in turn, had taken 

wives for themselves.  The name of Avram’s 

wife was Sarai, and that of Nachor was Mil-

kah, daughter of Charan (who was father to 

both Milkah and Iskah).  [11:30] But Sarai was 

infertile; she had no child.  

נָשִים     ם  לָהֶּ וַיִקַח  אַבְרָם   וְנָחוֹר 
ת- אֵשֶּ רָי  וְשֵם  ת-אַבְרָם  שָֹ אֵשֶּ שֵם 
אֲבִי-מִלְכָה   נָחוֹר  מִלְכָה  בַת-הָרָן 
רַי עֲקָרָה אֵין   וַאֲבִי  יִסְכָה   וַתְּהִי שָֹ

 לָהּ וָלָד 
 

[11:31]  Terach took his son Avram; his grand-

son Lot, the son of Charan; and his daughter-in-

law Sarai, the wife of his son Avram, and 

together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans 

to go towards the land of Canaan.  

וְ אֶּ ת- ת-אַבְרָם   בְנוֹ  אֶּ רַח  וַיִקַח  תֶּּ
רַי כַלָתוֹ   ן-בְנוֹ וְאֵת שָֹ לוֹט בֶּ ן-הָרָן בֶּ
ת אַבְרָם בְנוֹ וַיֵצְאוּ אִתָּם מֵאוּר   אֵשֶּ

ת אַרְצָה כְנַעַן כֶּ דִים  לָלֶּ  כַשְֹ
  

 

           - more over 
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But having come only as far as Haran, they 

settled there.  [11:32]  Terach  lived to be 205, 

and then he died in Haran. 

   וַיִהְיוּ    וַיֵשְבוּ שָם   חָרָן-עַד וַיָבֹאוּ

וּמָאתַ יִם   שָנִים  חָמֵש  רַח  יְמֵי-תֶּ
רַח בְחָרָן  שָנָה וַיָמָת תֶּּ

 

 

 
 

PICKING UP – beginning this week’s parashah, Lech L’cha: 
 

 

[12:1]  The Eternal One said to Avram, “Get 

yourself forth from your native land and from 

your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you.   [12:2]  I will make of you a great 

nation; I will bless you; I will make your 

name great; and you shall be a blessing.  

[12:3]  I will bless those who bless you, and 

curse any who curses you; all the families of 

the earth shall bless themselves by you.” 

ל אֶּ יְהוָֹה  ר  ךְ אַבְרָם -וַיאֹמֶּ   לְךָ-לֶּ
אָבִיךָ   וּמִבֵית  וּמִמּוֹלַדְתְּךָ  מֵאַרְצְךָ 
ךָ   שְֹ עֶּ ךָ     וְאֶּ אַרְאֶּ ר  אֲשֶּ ץ  ל-הָאָרֶּ אֶּ
ךָ   שְמֶּ וַאֲגַדְלָה  כְךָ  וַאֲבָרֶּ גָדוֹל  לְגוֹי 
יךָ   מְבָרֲכֶּ בְרָכָה   וַאֲבָרְכָה  וֶּ הְיֵה 
כֹל   בְךָ  וְנִבְרְכוּ  אָאֹר  לְךָ  וּמְקַלֶּ

 מִשְפְחֹת הָאֲדָמָה 

  

[12:4]  So Avram went forth as The Eternal 

One had commanded him, and Lot went with 

him.  Avram was seventy-five years old when 

he left Haran.  [12:5a]  Avram took his wife 

Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the 

wealth that they had amassed, and the persons 

that they had acquired in Haran; and they set 

out to go towards the land of Canaan.  

 

ךְ ר אֵלָיו יְהוָֹה   אַבְרָם  וַיֵלֶּ ר דִבֶּ כַאֲשֶּ
ךְ וְ   וַיֵלֶּ לוֹט  ן  אַבְרָם אִתּוֹ  חָמֵש  -בֶּ

 :שָנִים וְשִבְעִים שָנָה בְצֵאתוֹ מֵחָרָן
אִשְתּוֹ     רַי  ת -שָֹ וַיִקַח  אַבְרָם   אֶּ
ת-כָל- וְאֶּ ן-אָחִיו  בֶּ ת-לוֹט  וְאֶּ
ש   פֶּ ת-הַנֶּ וְאֶּ רָכָשוּ  ר  אֲשֶּ רְכוּשָם 
ת   כֶּ לָלֶּ בְחָרָן  וַיֵצְאוּ  ר-עָשֹוּ  אֲשֶּ

 אַרְצָה כְנַעַן 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

           - continued 
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[12:5b]  They reached the land of Canaan, 

[12:6]  through which Avram passed as far as 

the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Mo-

reh.  The Canaanite was then in the land. 

כְנָעַן יַעֲבֹר  אַבְרָם    וַיָבֹאוּ  אַרְצָה 
אֵלוֹן   עַ ד  ם  שְ כֶּ מְקוֹם  עַד  ץ  בָאָרֶּ

ה  ץ מוֹרֶּ  וְהַכְנַעֲנִי אָז בָאָרֶּ
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  eilon  =  terebinth  אֵלוֹן                          

 

            Pistacia terebinthus 

               “turpentine tree” 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

[12:7]  The Eternal One appeared to Avram 

and declared: “to your progeny have I as-

signed this land.”  So he built an altar there 

to The Eternal One Who had appeared to him. 

ר    ל-אַבְרָם   וַיאֹמֶּ אֶּ יְהוָֹה  וַיֵרָא 
ן   ֹּאת  וַיִבֶּ ן  אֶת-הָאָרֶץ הַז לְזַרְעֲךָ  אֶתֵּ

ה אֵלָיו   שָם מִזְבֵחַ לַיהוָֹה הַנִרְאֶּ
 

 
 
 

I)   Separation As a Conceptual Theme in Genesis 
 

   citation         element         distinguished         from 
 

 

       1:3  light     / primordial darkness 
 

 

     1:6-7  finitude of the sky  / the infinite cosmic ocean   physical 
 

 

     1:9-10  dry land   / waters of the sea 
 

 

      2:24  a man   / his family of origin    psychological 
 

 

       5:3  lineage of humanity    / Kayin the murderer 
 

 

     10:21ff  the Semites  / the other Noahide nations    sociopolitical 
 

 

      12:4  Avram / Abraham / the other Semites 
 

 

 
 
 
 

II)   Postponed Aspirations: a Thematic Model in Scripture 
 
 

 
 

 

          Terach (and his family) – 11:31                      Abraham (and his family) – 12:5 
 

ת   כֶּ דִים  לָלֶּ כַשְֹ וַיֵצְאוּ  אִתָּם מֵאוּר 
  אַרְצָה כְנַעַן

They set out from Ur of the Chaldeans 

to go towards the land of Canaan; 
 
 

 וַיָבֹאוּ עַד-חָרָן  וַיֵּשְבוּ שָם

but, having come only as far as Haran, 

they settled there. 

 
כֶּת אַרְצָה כְנַעַן   וַיֵצְאוּ לָלֶּ

They set out [from Haran] to go towards 

the land of Canaan, 

  

 וַיָבֹּ אוּ אַרְצָה כְ נָעַן   

and they reached the land of Canaan. 

 
 

           - more over
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More “Delayed-Gratification” 
 

                    (Genesis 12:7)                                          (Genesis 15:13, 15:16) 
 

 
 
 
 

ן אֶת-הָאָרֶץ   לְזַרְעֲךָ  אֶתֵּ

To your progeny have I assigned*  this 

land. 

 

 

 
 
 
                           *  literally, “I will give.” 
 

ר יִהְיֶה זַרְעֲךָ בְאֶרֶץ   יָדֹעַ  תֵּדַע כִי-גֵּ
ֹּא לָהֶם  וַעֲבָדוּם וְעִנוּ אֹתָם אַרְבַ ע   ל

 מֵאוֹ ת שָנָ ה 
You are to know of a surety that your 

progeny will be foreigners in a land 

not their own, where they will enslave 

them and persecute them four hundred 

years.   

נָה הֵּ יָשוּבוּ  רְבִיעִי  לאֹ  וְדוֹר  -כִי 
 הֵנָה -שָלֵם עֲוֹן הָאֱמֹרִי עַד

Only in the fourth generation will 

they return hither— for the sin of the 

Amorite is not yet complete.  

 
 

 

               in Egypt  (Exodus 6:8-9)                                 at Paran (Numbers 14:31) 
 

ר   אתִי  אֶתְכֶם אֶל-הָאָרֶץ  אֲשֶּ בֵּ וְהֵּ
אתִי אֶּ ת -יָדִי לָ תֵת אֹ תָ הּ לְ אַבְרָהָם   נָשָֹ

  לְיִצְחָק וּלְיַעֲקֹב 
I will bring you into the land which I 

swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, 

 
 וְנָתַתִי אֹּתָהּ לָכֶם  מוֹרָשָה

giving it to you as your possession.  

ם  לָבַז יִהְיֶּה  ר אֲמַרְתֶּּ   וְטַפְכֶם אֲשֶּ
As for your youngsters, whom you 

declared would be captives to your 

foes,  

 

יאתִי אֹּתָם  וְיָדְעוּ אֶת-הָאָרֶץ  בֵּ וְהֵּ
ם בָהּ  ר מְאַסְתֶּּ  אֲשֶּ

it is them that I shall bring into the 

land which you have spurned! 

 
 

 

            David  (I Chronicles 22:7-8)                                Solomon (I Kings 5:17-19) 
 

  

אֲנִי הָיָה עִם-לְבָבִי  לִבְנוֹת בַיִת  לְשֵם  
 יְהוָֹה אֱלֹהָי 

I had wanted to build a House for the 

Name of The Eternal One, my God— 

ֹּא-  וַיְהִי עָלַי דְבַר-יְהוָֹה  לֵאמֹר ל
רַ בִ ים   דָ מִים  לִשְמִ י  כִי  בַיִת  תִ בְנֶה 

 שָפַכְתָּ אַרְצָה לְפָ נָי 
but the Word of The Eternal One came 

to me, declaring: “You shall not build 

a House for My Name, for you have 

shed much blood on the earth in My 

Sight.” 

מִסָבִיב   לִי  אֱלֹהַי  יְהוָֹה  הֵנִיחַ  וְעַתָּה 
ר   אֹּמֵּ רָע   וְהִנְנִי  פֶּ גַע  וְ אֵין  טָן  שָֹ אֵין 

ם יְהוָֹה אֱלֹהָי    לִבְנוֹת בַיִת לְשֵּ
But now The Eternal One, my God, 

has given me respite from our foes all 

around, with neither enemy or evil at 

hand— therefore, I intend now to 

build a House for the Name of The 

Eternal One, my God. 

 

 
 

 

           - continued
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                  Habbakuk 1:2                                                 Jeremiah 29:10-11 
 

  עַד-אָנָה  יְהוָֹה  שִוַּעְתִּ י וְלאֹ תִשְמָע    
How long, O Eternal One, shall I 

plead while You pay no heed; 

 

יךָ חָמָס וְלאֹ תוֹשִיע  זְעַק אֵלֶּ  אֶּ
shall I cry out “violence!”, and You 

not rescue? 

 

 

 

ֹּאת לְבָבֶל שִבְעִים שָנָה    כִי לְפִי מְל
ם  פְקֹד אֶּ תְכֶּ   אֶּ

Only when Babylon has fulfilled its 

seventy years will I take account of 

you, 

הַטּוֹב   ת-דְבָרִי  אֶּ ם  וַהֲקִמֹתִי  עֲ לֵיכֶּ
ה    הַזֶּ ל-הַמָּקוֹם  אֶּ ם  תְכֶּ אֶּ לְהָשִיב 

ם אַחֲרִית וְתִקְוָה   לָכֶּ
by fulfilling for you My promise of 

favor to bring you back to this place, 

to give you a hopeful future. 

 
  אתא לגבי אליהו  אמר ליה  מאי אמר לך  

A) Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a -  [Rabbi Joshua] returned to Elijah, who asked 

him: “What did the Messiah say to you?”   

  אמר ליה שלום עליך בר ליואי 
He replied: “He said ‘peace be to you, son of Leivi.’  

  אמר ליה  אבטחך לך ולאבוך לעלמא דאתי 

[Elijah] told him: “He was thereby guaranteeing you a portion in The World To Come!” 

  אמר ליה  שקורי קא שקר בי דאמר לי היום אתינא  ולא אתא

But Joshua protested: “he lied to me, for he told me ‘I am coming today’— yet he did 

not come!” 
 :אמר ליה הכי אמר לך הַיוֹם  אִם -בְקֹלוֹ תִשְמָעוּ

[Elijah] answered him “He was telling you thusly: [it could be] ‘today— if you will heed 

My Voice’ [Psalm 95:7].”  

 
- The Textual Conundrum - 

 

Genesis 12:6  -   ץ  וְהַכְנַעֲנִי אָז בָאָרֶּ
 

“The Canaanite was then in the land.” 
 

 

ץ רמז לו שדור שמיני יורש את הארץ    וְהַכְנַעֲנִי אָז בָאָרֶּ
B)       unattributed midrash - cited in S. A. Wertheimer Batei Midrashot 2 (1897), 6:16  - 

“The Canaanite was then in the land” – [because the two letters forming the word “then” 

 az, alef and zayin, have respectively the numerical values of 1 and 7,] this is a prophetic אז

intimation that the eighth generation would take possession of the land. 

  אברהם יצחק  יעקב לוי  קהת  עמרם  משה  הרי שבעה דורות

Abraham;  Isaac;  Jacob;  Leivi;  Q’hot;  ‘Amram;  and Moses are seven generations,   

 ויהושע מכניס שהוא שמיני 

while Joshua, who entered [into the territory of the Canaanites to conquer it] is the eighth. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

           - more over
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ענין  הפרשה  לו מר  כי   על  ץ   להורות  ויתכן שהזכיר הכתוב  וְהַכְנַעֲנִי  אָז  בָאָרֶּ
 אברם בא בארץ כנען  ולא הראהו השם הארץ אשר יעדו

C)        RaMBaN (Bonastruc da Porta, 1194-1270) -  It is possible that Scripture mentions 

that “the Canaanite was then in the land” to teach us about the substance of this chapter— 

namely to indicate that Avram had arrived in the Land of Canaan, but The Ineffable One 

had not yet shown him the land which had been promised.  

ועבר עד מקום שכם  והכנעני הגוי המר והנמהר אז בארץ  ואברם ירא ממנו  
 ולכן לא בנה מזבח לה׳

So he passed along to the place of Shechem, where dwelt “the Canaanite, a bitter and im-

petuous nation” [Habbakuk  1:6].  Avram was afraid of them, and so did not build there an 

altar to The Eternal One. 

הארץ  וסרה   לו  ונתן  השם  אליו  נראה  מורה  באלון  שכם  במקום  ובבואו 
 יראתו כ י כבר הובטח בארץ אשר אראך  ואז בנה  מזבח לה׳ לעבדו בפרהסיא 

But once he came beyond Shechem to the terebinth of Moreh, The Ineffable One ap-

peared to him and gave him the land.  At that his former fear left him, for it had pre-

viously been promised “the land that I will show you” [Genesis 12:1]; so it was then that 

he built an altar to The Eternal One to worship God in openly in public.   

 
D)   Genesis 13:7 – 

  
מִקְנֵה רִיב-וַיְהִי רֹעֵי  אַבְרָם  -בֵין 

  וּבֵין רֹעֵי מִקְנֵה-לוֹט
Now contention arose between the 

herdsmen of Avram and those of [his 

nephew] Lot. 

 

ב בָאָרֶץ   וְהַכְנַעֲנִי וְהַפְרִזִי אָז ישֵּ

And the Canaanites and Perizzites 

were then residing in the land.  

 

 
 

 

E)   OvadYah S'forno (1475-1550) - 

הריב  גרים    היה  אחים  שני   בין 
בעיני   ריחם  את  מבאיש 

  התושבים 
Such a rift between foreign kinsmen 

sullied the reputation of Avram 

among the local residents.  

האחים   בין  מריבה  בהיות  כי 
התושבים   אותם  יחשבו  הגרים 

  לאנשי ריב וישאו  ק''ו בעצמם 
Because of there being one dispute be-

tween two foreign kinsmen, the local 

residents would regard them as argu-

mentative men who would be even 

more rude in dealing with outsiders. 
 
F)         Alexander Zusya Friedman (1897-1943), Avnei Ezel -  It is due to the failure of 

parents to raise their young in the Torah and its observance that the Jewish people lost their 

home and foreigners settled on the soil of the Land of Israel.    

That is the thought expressed in the verse “Now contention arose between the herdsmen of 

Avram and those of Lot.”  Whenever Jews cannot agree on the care and training of their 

offspring— whether to follow the ways of Abraham, of whom it is written 

לַעֲשוֹֹת   יְהוָֹה  ךְ  דֶּ רֶּ וְשָמְרוּ  אַחֲרָיו  ת -בֵיתוֹ  וְאֶּ ת -בָנָיו  אֶּ ה  יְצַוֶּּ ר  אֲשֶּ לְמַעַן 
 צְדָקָה וּמִשְפָט 

in order to command his children and his household after him to keep the way of  
 
 
 

           - continued
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The Eternal One, to do righteousness and justice [Genesis 18:19]; 

or the way of Lot, who was drawn to and went to live amongst the evil people of Sodom— 

then “the Canaanites and the Perizzites” will dwell in the land.  So long as all Jews can-

not concur that the only way is the way of Abraham, the land of Israel will be governed by 

alien peoples, since the Israelites themselves will be unworthy of living there.  

 

 
 

either… or… 
 

Seth - father of humanity 

 

Shem – loyal son 

 

Abraham – faithful servant 

 

Isaac – dutiful son 

 

Jacob – patient builder 

 

Judah – initiative-taker 

 
 

Kayin - vindictive fratricide 

 

Cham – self-interested usurper 

 

Lot – amoral opportunist 

 

IshmaEil – bloody warrior 

 

Eisav – impulsive savage 

 

Re’uven – indecisive waffler 
 

 


