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, ה ְייָּ רּוְך ַאתָּ ם,   בָּ עֹולָּ  ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך הָּ
יו, נּו ְבִמְצֹותָּ ה:   ֲאֶשר ִקְדשָּ נּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְבִדְבֵרי תֹורָּ  ְוִצּוָּ

 

    

Torah Stats 

 

   Weekly Portion:   vaYeisheiv 

   Consists of:   Genesis 37:1-40:23 

   Sequence—       

     in annual Torah-reading cycle: 9th of 54 

     in the Book of Genesis:  9th of 12 
 

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Genesis 37:3-11 

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the 
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective 
nations; and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as 
the founder of the Israelite people.  

Content:  This week’s portion initiates the story of Joseph, the longest single sustained 
narrative in Genesis.  Even though Jacob has finally secured title to and permanent 
residence in Canaan, we see here the roots of his family’s ultimate relocation to far-off 
Egypt, from whence their long-distant descendants will return to The Promised Land only in 
due course, in the fulness of God’s Own Time. 
 

 

37:3] - Now Israel loved Joseph more than his 

other sons, for he was the designated heir for 

his old age.  So he made him a long-sleeved 

caftan. [37:4] - When his brothers saw that 

their father loved him more than all his other 

brothers, they hated him to the point that they 

were unable even to greet him. 

ף-ָאַהבְֶאת לָרא ְִיש  ְוְ  ְְ-ִמָכלְְיֹוס  ָבָניו
ְ לֹוְ הְ ָעש ָ ו  לֹוְ הּואְ ֻקִניםְ ִכי-ֶבן-ז 
ְְ ִכי-א תֹו ֶאָחיוְ אּוְ ַפִסיְם ַוִיר  ת ֶנתְ כ 

אְ  ִמָכלָאַהבְ אּוְְֶאָחיוְְ-ִביֶהםְ נ  ַוִיש  
רֹוְ א תֹו לּוְַדב  ל אְָיכ  ָשֹלְםו   ל 

 

37:5] - Then Joseph dreamed a dream— and 

when he told his brothers they hated him all 

the more.  [37:6] - He told them: “Hey, listen 

to this dream I had!  [37:7] - Here we all are, 

binding sheaves in the middle of the field, 

when suddenly my sheaf arose and stood 

upright, at which all of your sheaves gathered 

‘round and they bowed low to my sheaf!” 
 

ד ֲחלֹום יֹוֵסף    ַוַיֲחֹלם  ֶאָחיוְְְְַוַיג  ל 
א תֹויֹוִספוְַ נ אְ ש   עֹודְ ְּוְ ְְ ַוי אֶמרְ

ִשמ ְ יֶהםְ ל  ְ ָנא-עּוא  ַהֶזהְ לֹוםְ ַהח 
ָחלְָ ֶשרְ ִתיא  ְ מ  הְ ִהנ  נּוו  ַנח  ְא  ְ

ְ ַהָשֶדהְ תֹוְךְ ב  ֻלִמיםְ א  ִמיםְ ַאל  מ 
ְ ַגְם-ִנָצָבהְ ו  ֻלָמִתיְ א  ִהנ ה ָקָמהְ ו 
ְ יֶכםְ ֻלמ ת  א  ֻסֶביָנהְ ת  הְ ִהנ  ו 

ִתי  ַתֲחֶוין ַלֲאֻלמָּ  ַוִתשְׁ
 

 
 



           - more over 
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37:8] - His brothers demanded of him: “Are 

you truly, then, to rule over us, and to have 

absolute dominion over us?!?” At which they 

hated him all the more. 

ְ ֹלְךְ ִתמ  ָמֹלְךְ ה  ֶאָחיוְ לֹוְ רּוְ ַוי אמ 
ינּוְִאְם ש לְָבנּוְְ-ָעל  ּוְְיֹוִספוְַָמשֹולְִתמ 
נ א ש   ְא תֹו עֹודְ ֹלמְ -ַעלְ עְַח  ו  -לָתיוְ

ָבָריְו  ד 
 

37:9] - Then he dreamed again, a different 

dream, which he recounted to his brothers: 

“Hey, I dreamed a dream again— and here 

are the sun and the moon and eleven stars, 

bowing down to me!” 

ר ַוַיֲחֹלם עֹוד ֲחלֹום ַאֵחר ַספ  א תֹוְְְְַוי 
אְֶ הְְל  ִהנ  ַוי אֶמרְ לֹוםְְָחיוְ ח  ִתיְ ָחַלמ 
ִהְְְעֹוד הו  ַאַחדְְ נ  ו  ַחְ ַהָיר  ו  ַהֶשֶמשְ

ַתֲחִוים  לִ י  רְכֹוָכִביםְִמשְׁ  ָעש ָ
 

37:10] - When he recounted this to his father 

and his brothers, his father rebuked him, 

telling him: “What is this dream which you 

have dreamed? Are we in fact to come— I, 

and your mother, and your brothers— to bow 

low to the ground before you?”  [37:11] - But 

while his brothers envied him, his father kept 

the matter quietly in mind. 

ר ַספ  ֶאְל-ֶאלְְַוי  ו  ַער-ָאִביוְ ַוִיג  -ֶאָחיוְ
לֹוםְְָאִביוְַוי אֶמרְלֹוְָמהְְבֹוְְ ְְַהֶזהַהח 

ֶשר ָתְ א  בֹואְָנבֹוא ָחָלמ  ָךְְה  ִאמ  ִניְו  א 
ַאֶחיָך ְו  ְלְ ְ ָצהְ ָאר  ָךְ ל  ֹותְ ַתח  ִהש 
אּו ַקנ  ֶאָחיוב-ַוי  ֶאת ֹוְ ָשַמרְ ָאִביוְ -ו 
 ַהָדָבְר

 
A)     Genesis 40:5-6 - 

ֲחלֹום וַ  מּו  ֵניֶהם  ַיַחלְׁ    ִאישְְְְשְׁ
ָלהְֶאָחד ַלי  ֹלמֹוְבְ   ְח 

The two of them dreamed a dream on 

the same night—  

ְ רֹוןְ ִפת  כ  ֹלמֹוִאישְ ְח  ְְ ֶקהְ ַהַמש 
ֶשרְְ ַרִיםְא  ֶמֶלְךְִמצ  ֶשרְל  ָהא ֶפהְא  ו 

יתְַהס ַהר ב  סּוִריםְב   א 

each one his own respective dream, with 

its respective significance, that wine-

steward and that baker to the Emperor of 

Egypt, who were imprisoned in the 

ward-house—  
אְְ ַוַיר  ַבב ֶקרְ ףְ יֹוס  יֶהםְ ל  א  ַוָיב אְ

ִפיְםא ָתםְ ע  ִהָנםְז   ו 
so that when Joseph came to them the 

next morning, he found them agitated. 
 

B)     Genesis 41:1, 41:5, 41:8 - 

ְְ ָיִמים ָנַתִיםְ ש  ץְ ִמק  ִהיְ ֹעה  ַוי  ְּוַפרְׁ
דְַעלְֹחֵלם  הְע מ  ִהנ  א ְר-ו   ַהי 

At the end of another two years, 

Pharaoh was dreaming— and here he 

was, standing by the Nile. . . . 

 

 ֵשִנית ַוַיֲחֹלם ַוִייָשןְ
When he got back to sleep, he dreamed 

a second time . . . . 

 

 

 

 

ִהיְַבב ֶקרְ  ַוִתָפֶעםְרּוחֹוַוי 
So when he awoke in the morning he 

was deeply disturbed.  

 

 
ָכל-ַעםְָהָאֶרץ ִבירְל  ףְהּואְַהַשִליטְַעל-ָהָאֶרץְהּואְַהַמש  יֹוס   ְו 

C)      Genesis 42:6-9 -   Now Joseph was viceroy over all the land; as such, it was he who 

was responsible for distributing rations to the people of the land.   

ה  צָּ רְׁ ַתֲחוּו-לֹו ַאַפִים אָּ ף ַוִישְׁ יְיֹוס  ח   ַוָיב אּוְא 
 

           - continued
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When it was the turn of Joseph’s brothers to approach, they bowed low, face down to 

the ground, before him. 

ְְ ִהִכֻרהּו ל אְ םְ ה  ו  ֶאת-ֶאָחיוְ ףְ יֹוס  רְ ַוַיכ  ְ. ְ. ְ. םְ ַוַיִכר  ֶאת-ֶאָחיוְ ףְ יֹוס  אְ ַוַיר 
ֹכר ַלם ַהֲחֹלמֹות ֲאשֶ יֹוֵסף ֵאת  ַוִיזְׁ ֶהם  ר חָּ  לָּ

Upon seeing them, Joseph at once recognized them. . . . Joseph recognized his brothers, 

while they did not recognize him— and Joseph was reminded of the long-ago dreams 

he had dreamed about them. 

 
D)   Genesis 45:5, 45:8 - 

יֶכםְְ ינ  ע  ַאל-ִיַחרְבְ  בּוְו  ָעצ  ַעָתהְַאל-ת  ו 
ְ-ִכי ַכר  ָנהְְמ  ה  א ִתיְ ָיהְְֶתםְ ִמח  ל  ִכיְ

ָלַחִני יֶכְםְֱאֹלִהיְם ש  נ   ִלפ 
“Do not punish yourselves, nor see it as a 

bad thing that you sold me here— for it was 

to save lives that God send me here before 

you. 

 

ְְ ַעָתה ְְ-ל או  ֶתם ַלח  ש  ְְַאֶתםְ ָנה ה  א ִתיְ
ָהֱאֹל ע הְְְְִהיְםִכיְ ַפר  ל  ָאבְ ל  ִניְ ימ  ש ִ ַוי 
ָאדֹוְן  ּול 

ָרִיְם ָכְל-ֶאֶרץְִמצ  לְב  יתֹוְּומש  ָכל-ב   ל 
“For it was not you who sent me hither, but 

rather God, in order to make me an advisor 

to Pharaoh and the lord over all his house 

and the governor over all the land of 

Egypt!” 

E)   Genesis 50:19-20 - 

ַתַחתְֱאֹלִהיםְָאִני  ְַאל-ִתיָראּוְִכיְה 
“Do not be afraid; for am I in God’s 

place, to judge? 

 
ָרָעהְְ ָעַליְ ֶתםְ ַשב  ח  ַאֶתםְ ֱאֹלִהיםְְו 

ָשָבּה  ט ָבה ח   ל 
“You intended me harm, but God meant 

it for good,  

ַמַעןְע ש הְַכיֹוםְַהֶזהְְ י תְַעְםל  ַהח  -ל 
 ָרְב

“in order to bring about the present situ-

ation of saving many people!” 

 

 

 

 
 

Parashah     2016    2017    2018    2019    2020    2021  

vaYeisheiv  24 Kislev  21 Kislev 23 Kislev 23 Kislev 26 Kislev  23 Kislev  

miQeitz  02 Tevet 28 Kislev  30 Kislev  30 Kislev 04 Tevet 30 Kislev  

vaYigash  09 Tevet 05 Tevet  07 Tevet 07 Tevet 11 Tevet 07 Tevet  

vaY’chi  16 Tevet 12 Tevet  14 Tevet 14 Tevet 18 Tevet 14 Tevet 
 

F)  James Ponet (1946-  ), CCAR Voices of Torah, 1998 -     We always re-meet Joseph at 

Chanukah, the time when historical (and hemispherical) darkness is illuminated by a 

memory of what may yet be possible in history. Chanukah’s strange mixture of the 

historical and the messianic* is reflected in the Joseph narrative, where ambition and 

chutzpah combine with the miraculous to establish a career path. 
 

 
 
 

-The Feast of the Rededication of the Altar” not only commemorates the histo“ חג חנוכת המזבח *

rical consecration of the Jerusalem Temple (I Maccabees 4:36-60), but also implicitly points to the 
messianic future when the construction of The Third Temple— as the symbol pars pro toto the 
restoration of Jewish national autonomy— is the measure of a world order of peaceful cooperation.  


