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, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָּ עֹולָּם,ָּבָּ רּוְך ַא ָּתה ְיי
:תֹורה
ָּ  וְ צִ ּוָּנּו ַלעֲסֹוק בְ ִדבְ ֵרי,ֹותיו
ָּ ְאֲ שֶ ר ִק ְדשָּ נּו בְ ִמצ
Torah Stats
Weekly Portion:

vaYeisheiv

Consists of:

Genesis 37:1-40:23

Sequence—
in annual Torah-reading cycle:
in the Book of Genesis:

9th of 54
9th of 12

- A Salient Selection from the Portion Genesis 37:3-11
Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective
nations; and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as
the founder of the Israelite people.
Context:

This week’s portion initiates the story of Joseph, the longest single sustained
narrative in Genesis. Even though Jacob has finally secured title to and permanent
residence in Canaan, we see here the roots of his family’s ultimate relocation to far-off
Egypt, from whence their long-distant descendants will return to The Promised Land only in
due course, in the fulness of God’s Own Time.
Content:

37:3] -

Now Israel loved Joseph more than his
other sons, for he was the designated heir for
his old age. So he made him a long-sleeved
caftan. [37:4] - When his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his other
brothers, they hated him to the point that they
were unable even to greet him.

ְ בָ נָיו-יֹוסף ְ ִמכָל-בְאת
ֶ ִַש ָראְל ָאה
ְ וְי
ְְז ֻקנִיםְ הּואְ לֹוְ ועָ ָשהְ לֹו-בֶ ן-כִ י
ְְאתֹו-ם ַויִראּוְ ֶאחָ יוְ כִ י
ְ כתנֶתְ פ ִַסי
ְְ ֶאחָ יוְְ ַויִשנאּו-ָאהַ בְ אְבִ יהֶ םְ ִמכָל
ם
ְ אתֹו ולאְיָכלּוְדַ ברֹוְלשָ ֹל

37:5] -

ְְַויַחֲ ֹלם יֹוסֵ ף חֲ לֹום ַויַגדְְל ֶאחָ יו
ְ ְיֹוספּוְ עֹודְ שנאְ אתֹוְ ְוַיאמֶ ר
ִ ְַו
ְ ְנָא הַ חלֹוםְ הַ זֶה-מעּו
ְ אליהֶ םְ ִש
ְ ְאשֶ רְ חָ ְָלמ ִתי ו ִהנהְ ְאנַחנּו
ְ ְמ ַאל ִמיםְ אל ִֻמיםְ בתֹוְךְ הַ שָ דֶ ה
ְ ְנִצָ בָ ה-ְו ִהנה ָקמָ הְ אלֻמָ ִתיְ ו ַגם
ְ ְו ִהנהְ תסֻ בֶ ינָהְ אלֻמתיכֶם
ו ִַת ְׁש ַתחֲ וֶין לַאֲ לֻמָּ ִתי

Then Joseph dreamed a dream— and
when he told his brothers they hated him all
the more. [37:6] - He told them: “Hey, listen
to this dream I had! [37:7] - Here we all are,
binding sheaves in the middle of the field,
when suddenly my sheaf arose and stood
upright, at which all of your sheaves gathered
‘round and they bowed low to my sheaf!”

- more over
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His brothers demanded of him: “Are
you truly, then, to rule over us, and to have
absolute dominion over us?!?” At which they
hated him all the more.
37:8] -

37:9] -

Then he dreamed again, a different
dream, which he recounted to his brothers:
“Hey, I dreamed a dream again— and here
are the sun and the moon and eleven stars,
bowing down to me!”
37:10] -

When he recounted this to his father
and his brothers, his father rebuked him,
telling him: “What is this dream which you
have dreamed? Are we in fact to come— I,
and your mother, and your brothers— to bow
low to the ground before you?” [37:11] - But
while his brothers envied him, his father kept
the matter quietly in mind.
A)

Genesis 40:5-6 -

The two of them dreamed a dream on
the same night—

ְ ְִאישְ כפִ תרֹוןְ ְחֹלמֹוְ ְהַ מַ ש ֶקה
ְ ְֶךְמצ ַריִםְאשֶ ר
ִ והָ אפֶהְאשֶ רְלמֶ ל
סּוריםְבביתְהַ סהַ ר
ִ א

each one his own respective dream, with
its respective significance, that winesteward and that baker to the Emperor of
Egypt, who were imprisoned in the
ward-house—

ְְַויָבאְ אליהֶ םְ יֹוסףְ בַ ב ֶקרְ ַויַרא
ם
ְ א ָתםְו ִהנָםְזעפִ י

so that when Joseph came to them the
next morning, he found them agitated.

ְְוַיאמרּוְ לֹוְ ֶאחָ יוְ המָ ֹלְךְ ִתמֹלְך
ְיֹוספּו
ִ ְשֹולְתמשלְבָ נּוְ ַו
ִ
ָמ-ם
ְ ינּוְא
ִ עָ ל
-חֹלמְ ָתיוְ ועְַל-עֹודְ שנא אתֹוְ ְעַ ל
דבָ ָרי ְו
ְַויַחֲ ֹלם עֹוד חֲ לֹום ַאחֵ ר וַיסַ פרְאתֹו
ְְאחָ יוְ וַיאמֶ רְ ִהנהְְחָ לַמ ִתיְ חלֹום
ְֶ ל
ְְהנה הַ שֶ מֶ שְ והַ יָרחַ ְ ו ַאחַ ד
ְִ עֹודְְו
יםְמ ְׁש ַתחֲ וִ ים ִלי
ִ
ִעָ ָשרְכֹוכָב
- ֶאחָ יוְ ַויִגעַ ר- ָאבִ יוְ ו ֶא ְל-וַיסַ פרְְ ֶאל
ְבֹוְ ָאבִ יוְוַיאמֶ רְלֹוְמָ הְהַ חלֹוםְהַ זֶה
ְאשֶ ר חָ לָמתְָ הבֹואְנָבֹואְאנִיְו ִאמָך
ְ ְו ַאחֶ יָךְ ְ ְל ִהש ַתחֹותְ לָךְ ָארצָ ה
-בֹוְ ֶאחָ יו ו ָאבִ יוְ שָ מַ רְ ֶאת-וַי ַקנאּו
הַ דָ בָ ְר
B)

ְְַויַחַ לְׁמּו חֲ לֹום ְׁשנֵיהֶ םְְ ִאיש
ָהְאחָ ד
ֶ ְחֹלמֹוְבְלַיל



Genesis 41:1, 41:5, 41:8 -

ְ וַי ִהיְ ִמקץְ שנ ַָתיִםְ י ִָמיםְְּופ ְַׁרעֹה
הַ יא ְר-חלֵםְו ִהנהְעמדְעַ ל
ֹ
At the end of another two years,
Pharaoh was dreaming— and here he
was, standing by the Nile. . . .

ַויִישָ ןְ ַויַחֲ ֹלם שֵ נִית
When he got back to sleep, he dreamed
a second time . . . .

וַי ִהיְבַ ב ֶקרְו ִַתפָעֶ םְרּוחֹו
So when he awoke in the morning he
was deeply disturbed.

עַ םְהָ ָא ֶרץ-הָ ָא ֶרץְהּואְהַ מַ שבִ ירְלכָל-ְויֹוסףְהּואְהַ שַ לִיטְעַ ל
C) Genesis 42:6-9 - Now Joseph was viceroy over all the land; as such, it was he who
was responsible for distributing rations to the people of the land.

לֹו ַא ַפיִם ָּא ְׁרצָּ ה-ִש ַתחֲ וּו
ְׁ ַויָבאּוְאחיְיֹוסף ַוי
- continued
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When it was the turn of Joseph’s brothers to approach, they bowed low, face down to
the ground, before him.

ְְאחָ יוְ והםְ לאְ ִהכִ רֻ הּו-ת
ֶ ְ ַויַכרְ יֹוסףְ ֶא. ְ. ְ. ְאחָ יוְ ַויַכִ רם-ת
ֶ ַויַראְ יֹוסףְ ֶא
ַויִזְׁ כֹר יֹוסֵ ף ֵאת הַ חֲ ֹלמֹות אֲ שֶ ר חָּ לַם לָּהֶ ם

Upon seeing them, Joseph at once recognized them. . . . Joseph recognized his brothers,
while they did not recognize him— and Joseph was reminded of the long-ago dreams
he had dreamed about them.
D) Genesis 45:5, 45:8 -

E) Genesis 50:19-20 -

ְ יִחַ רְבְעיניכֶם-תעָ צבּוְו ַאל-הְאל
ַ ועַ ָת
ְְַר ֶתםְ א ִתיְ הנָהְְכִ יְ ל ִמחיָה
ְ מכ-כִ י
ם
ְ םְלִפני ֶכ
ְ ֹלהי
ִ ֱשלָחַ נִי א
“Do not punish yourselves, nor see it as a
bad thing that you sold me here— for it was
to save lives that God send me here before
you.

ְְ ַא ֶתםְ שלַח ֶתםְְא ִתיְ הנָה-ועַ ָתהְְלא
ְְםְְוַי ִשימנִיְ ל ָאבְ לפַרעה
ְ כִ יְ הָ אֱ ֹל ִהי
ּול ָאדֹו ְן
ם
ְ ץְמצ ָר ִי
ִ א ֶר-ְ
ֶ ביתֹוְּומשלְב ָכל-לכָל

יםְאנִי
ָ ֹלה
ִ ֱיראּוְכִ יְה ַתחַ תְא
ָ ת-ל
ִ ְא
ַ
“Do not be afraid; for am I in God’s
place, to judge?

ְ ֹלהים
ִ ֱַיְרעָ ה ְא
ָ ו ַא ֶתםְ חשַ ב ֶתםְעָ ל
חשָ בָ ּה לטבָ ה
“You intended me harm, but God meant
it for good,

-ם
ְ ַלמַ עַ ןְעשהְ כַיֹוםְהַ זֶה ְלהַ חיתְע
ָר ְב

“in order to bring about the present situation of saving many people!”

“For it was not you who sent me hither, but
rather God, in order to make me an advisor
to Pharaoh and the lord over all his house
and the governor over all the land of
Egypt!”
Parashah

vaYeisheiv
miQeitz
vaYigash
vaY’chi

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

24 Kislev
02 Tevet
09 Tevet
16 Tevet

21 Kislev
28 Kislev
05 Tevet
12 Tevet

23 Kislev
30 Kislev
07 Tevet
14 Tevet

23 Kislev
30 Kislev
07 Tevet
14 Tevet

26 Kislev
04 Tevet
11 Tevet
18 Tevet

23 Kislev
30 Kislev
07 Tevet
14 Tevet

F)
James Ponet (1946- ), CCAR Voices of Torah, 1998 - We always re-meet Joseph at
Chanukah, the time when historical (and hemispherical) darkness is illuminated by a
memory of what may yet be possible in history. Chanukah’s strange mixture of the
historical and the messianic* is reflected in the Joseph narrative, where ambition and
chutzpah combine with the miraculous to establish a career path.

* “ חג חנוכת המזבחThe Feast of the Rededication of the Altar” not only commemorates the historical consecration of the Jerusalem Temple (I Maccabees 4:36-60), but also implicitly points to the
messianic future when the construction of The Third Temple— as the symbol pars pro toto the
restoration of Jewish national autonomy— is the measure of a world order of peaceful cooperation.

