
 

שטיקל תורהַא     A Little Slice of Torah 
ווָאך דער  פרשת פּון     from the weekly portion 

September 18, 2021 

 ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,   ,ַאָתה ְייָ  ָברּוְך
 ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה:   ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו,

 

 

Parashat-haShavu’a Stats 

  Weekly Portion:      Ha’azinu 

   Consists of:   Deuteronomy 32:1-52 

   Sequence—     

    in annual Torah cycle:    53rd of  54 

    in Deuteronomy:      10th of  11 
 
 
 
 

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Deuteronomy 32:1-18  

Context:  Deuteronomy, last of the Five Books of the Torah, consists of Moses’s farewell 
address to the Jewish people, in which he reviews— and formally renews their commitment 
to— the Covenant they and their parents had made at Mount Sinai a generation earlier.   

This week’s portion contains Moses’s final farewell to the Israelite nation he has forged 
during the previous forty years… but not until he cements his moral legacy for all time by 
reading into the record the great Song taught to him as witness to the ages. 
 

ֵאת      ְבָאְזֵניֶהם  ַוֲאַדְבָרה  ְושְֹׁטֵריֶכם  ִשְבֵטיֶכם  ֶאת -ָכל-ִזְקֵני  ֵאַלי  ַהְק ִה ילּו 
  ַהְדָבִרים ָהֵאֶלה

A)  Deuteronomy 31:28-30 -    “Assemble to me all the leadership of your Tribes, and 

their respective officials, that I may speak in their hearing these words,  

 וְ ָאִעיָדה ָבם ֶאת-ַהָשַמִים ְוֶאת-ָהָאֶרץ

“and that I may summon heaven and earth as witness against you.  

  ִכי ָיַדְעִתי ַאֲחֵרי מֹוִתי ִכי-ַהְשֵחת ַתְשִחתּון ְוַסְרֶתם ִמן-ַהֶדֶרְך ֲאֶשר  ִצִּויִתי ֶאְתֶכם
“For I well know that after my death you will surely go astray, turning aside from the 

way that I have instructed you,  

ָהַרע ְבֵעיֵני ְיהָֹוה ְלַהְכִעיסֹו  -ַתֲעשֹּׁו ֶאת-ְוָקָראת ֶאְתֶכם ָהָרָעה ְבַאֲחִרית ַהָיִמים ִכי
ה ְיֵדיֶכם  ְבַמֲעשֵֹׁ

“so that subsequently evil will befall you because you have done what is evil in the Sight 

of The Eternal One, angering God with the works of your hands.”  

ָמם     ֹּאת ַעד תֻּ ָרֵאל ֶאת-ִדְבֵרי ַהִשיָרה ַהז  ַוְיַדֵבר מֶֹׁשה ְבָאְזֵני ָכל-ְקַהל ִישְֹׁ

Whereupon Moses spoke in the hearing of the entire assemblage of the Israelites the 

words of this Song, until they were completed.  
 

============================================================================= 
 

 

 ִפי -ִאְמֵרי ָהָאֶרץ ִתְשַמעוְ    ה ֲאַדֵבָר וַ   ַהָשַמִים ַהֲאִזינּו   
32:1] – Give ear, O heavens,   and I will speak; 

  let the earth hearken  to the words of my lips—  
 

           - more over 
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 ִאְמָרִתי  ַכַטל  ִתַזל    ִלְקִחי  ַכָמָטר ֲערֹׁףיַ 
ִעיִרםכִ  ב -ֵליעֲ  יִביםְרבִ ְוכִ    ֶדֶשא -ֲעֵלי שְֹׁ  ֵעשֶֹׁ

32:2] – for my utterance will come down like rain, 

  what I say will drip like the dew;  

 like droplets upon the grass, 

  and like drizzle on the growing herbage. 
 

“Parallelism” – central convention of Biblical poetry 
 

  

   my utterance         will come down   like rain, 
 

  what I say   will drip    like the dew  

 
  Give ear,   O heavens,    and I will speak; 
 
 
 

 

  let the earth  hearken    to the words of my lips 
 

 
 

 ָהבּו גֶֹׁדל ֵלאֹלֵהינּו    ִכי ֵשם ְיהָֹוה ֶאְקָרא 
 ִמְשָפט  ְדָרָכיו -ִכי ָכל   ָפֳעלֹו  יםִמ ָת ר ַהּצּו

32:3-4a] – When I proclaim the Name of The Eternal One, 

  render greatness to our God! 

             The Rock— flawless is His every deed,  

  for all His ways are just.  
 

 

 הּוא ָשר ְויָ  ק ַצִדי   ֵאין ָעֶול וְ   ֱאמּוָנהֵאל  
ֹׁא   ָבָניו מּוָמם דֹור ִעֵקש ּוְפַתְלתֹׁל     ִשֵחת לֹו ל

32:4b-5] – A faithful God, in Whom there is no iniquity,  

  Who is just and upright! 

             Could any injustice be His? No! 

  The corruption belongs to His children, O generation warped and corrupt! 
 
 

 

ֹׁאת  ֹׁא ָחָכם     ַהְליהָֹוה ִתְגְמלּו-ז  ַעם ָנָבל ְול
ָך ַוְיכֹׁנֲ הּוא   ָקֶנָך הּוא ָאִביָך  -ֲהלֹוא  ֶנָךָעשְֹׁ

32:6] –  Is it thus that you repay The Eternal One,  

  O foolish nation devoid of wisdom? 

              Is God not your Parent, Who engendered you;  

  the One Who formed you and established you? 
 

 

 

 ְשנֹות דֹׁר ָודֹׁר ִבינּו       ְימֹות עֹוָלם  ְזכֹׁר
ֹׁאְמרּו ָלְך ְזֵקֶניָך   ְוַיֵגְדָך ָאִביָךְשַאל    ְוי

32:7-9] – Remember the days of long ago; 

  ponder the years of generations long past. 

               Ask your parents— they will recount it to you; 

  your elders, who will say to you: 
 

 

 ְבֵני ָאָדם ֹו ַהְפִרידבְ     גֹוִים ֶעְליֹון  ַהְנֵחלבְ 
ָרֵאל   ַיֵצב ְגֻבֹלת ַעִמ ים   ְלִמְסַפר ְבֵני יִ שְֹּ

 

             - continued 
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 ֶחֶבל ַנֲחָלתֹו ֲעקֹׁב יַ    ַעמֹו  ֵחֶלק ְיהָֹוה ִכי 
32:8-9] – “When the Most High assigned the legacies of the nations 

  and apportioned the world amongst the families of humanity,   

              He defined the borders of the peoples 

  proportionate to the number of the Israelites!”   

              For His People are God’s Own portion;  

  [the descendants of] Jacob are the index of God’s legacy.  
 

 

 

 ְבתֹׁהּו ְיֵלל ְיִשמֹׁןּו   ְבֶאֶרץ ִמְדָברִיְמָצֵאהּו 
ֲבֶבְנהּו  ְיבֹונֲֵנהּו   ִיְּצֶרְנהּו ְכִאישֹון ֵעינֹו    ְיסֹׁ

 גֹוָזָליו ְיַרֶחף-ַעל     ָיִעיר ִקּנֹו ְכֶנֶשר 
 ֶאְבָרתֹו -ַעל ִיָשֵאהּו   ִיָקֵחהּו  ְכָנָפיו ִיְפרֹׁשֹׁ 

32:10-11] – He found them in a wilderness land,     

  in a howling empty wasteland. 

              He surrounded them, and gathered them close,  

  guarding them as the apple of His Eye.  

              Even as the eagle stirs up its nest,  

  brooding over its nestlings,  

              So did He spread His Wings, taking them up 

  and bearing them on His pinions.  
 

 

 

  ְוֵאין ִעמֹו ֵאל ֵנָכר    ְיהָֹוה ָבָדד ַיְנֶחּנּו    
32:12a] – The Eternal One, Alone, conducted them  

  (for there was no strange god there with Him!). 
 

 

 

ָדי      ַיְרִכֵבהּו ַעל-ָבֳמוֵתי ָאֶרץ ֹׁאַכל ְתנּובֹׁת שָֹׁ       ַוי
 ַחְלִמיש צּור מֵ   ֶשֶמןוְ    ֶסַלע ִמ   ְדַבשַוֵיִנֵקהּו 

ֹׁאן    ִעם-ֵחֶלב ָכִרים ְוֵאיִלים  ֶחְמַאת ָבָקר ַוֲחֵלב צ
  ִעם-ֵחֶלב ִכְליֹות ִחָטה   ְבֵני-ָבָשן  ְועַ תּוִדים 

 ְוַדם-ֵעָנב ִתְשֶתה-ָחֶמר 
32:12b-14] –  He drove them over the high places of the earth,  

  feeding them with the bounties of the heights:  

              Suckling them with honey from the rock,  

  and oil from the flinty crag; 

              Butter of cows and milk of sheep,  

  with fat choice lambs and rams; 

              Of the choicest breeds of Bashan 

  with fat of kidney and lush grain, 

              And from foaming grapes you drank wine.  
 

 
 

 

 

    ַוִיְבָעט  ְיֻשרּון ַוִיְשַמן      
יָת  הּו  ֱאלֹוהַ  ַוִיטש    ָשַמְנָת ָעִביָת ָכשִֹׁ  ָעשָֹׁ

ָעתֹו  צּור ַוְיַנֵבל  ְישֻּ
32:15] –  But the upright ones got fat and sassy.  

              you got fat; you grew thick; you became coarse— 
 

           - more over
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  They forsook God, Who made them;  

              they rebelled against the Rock of their Redemption.  
 

רּון          רֵֹׁכב ָשַמִים ְבֶעְזֶרָך   ֵאין ָכֵאל ְישֻּ
 ּוְבַגֲאָותֹו ְשָחִקים    

B)  Deuteronomy 33:26 -              

  There is none like the God of the upright ones,       

   Who rides from the heavens to your aid,       

  And down from the sky in His Glory! 
 
ר-ֹש-י                  “be straight, honest”  ֻשר ּוןֹיְ    “those upright and faithful”                          

ה-ר-שֹ        “struggle, strive”       ַר לאֵ ִיֹשְ   “Israel/the God-wrestlers” 
 

 
 ָזִרים הּו בְ ְקִנאֻּ יַ  

  הּו ַיְכִעיסֻּ  תֹוֵעבֹּתבְ 
32:16] –  They incited Him with foreign things,  

              angered Him with detestable things; 
 

ֹׁא ַתֲעשֹּׁו  ה ֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים ֲאֶשר ְיַשְבֶתם-ָבה ל   כְ ַמֲעשֵֹּ
C)  Leviticus 18:3 -  You are not to do in accordance with the deeds of the Egyptians, 

amongst whom you formerly had dwelt;  

ֹׁ א ַתֲעשֹּׁו  ה ֶאֶרץ-ְכַנַען אֲ ֶשר ֲאִני  ֵמִביא ֶאְת ֶכם ָשָמה ל   ּוכְ ַמֲעשֵֹּ
neither are you to do in accordance with the deeds of the land of Canaan, to which I am 

bringing you— 

קֵֹׁתיֶהםּו ֹׁא ֵתֵלכו  ְבחֻּ  ל

for you are not to walk in their paths. 
 

           cultural and halachic shorthand:  חוקת הגוי 

 
כְ תֹוֲעבֹּת   ַלֲעשֹוֹּת  ֹּא-ִתְלַמד  ָלְך  ל נֵֹׁתן  ֱאֹלֶהיָך  ֲאשֶ ר-ְיהָֹוה  ָבא  ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ  ַאָתה  ִכי 

  ַהגֹוִים ָהֵהם 
D)  Deuteronomy 18:9 -  When you arrive in that land which The Eternal One, your 

God, is giving you, you are not to learn to do according to the abominations of those 

nations. 
 

    verb   ב-ע-ת    “abominate as something morally corrupt or ritually repugnant” 

    noun   תֹוֵעָבה   “abomination, as being morally corrupt or ritually repugnant” 

  
ֹׁא ָנכֹון ַלֲעשֹוֹׁת ֵכן ִכי  ּתֹוֲעַבת ִמְצַר ִים ִנְזַבח ַליהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהינּו  ֹׁאֶמר מֶֹׁשה ל   ַוי

E)  Exodus 8:22 -  But Moses replied [to Pharaoh]: “It is not right that we should [make 

our sacrificial offering within the cities of Egypt]; for we will be offering up to The Eternal 

One, our God, that which the Egyptians find detestable.  

ֹׁא ִיְסְקלֻּנּו   ֵהן ִנְזַבח ֶאת -ּתֹוֲעַבת ִמְצַרִים ְלֵעיֵניֶהם  ְול
“Certainly, if we offer up in their sight that which the Egyptians find detestable, will they 

not stone us?” 
 

 

           - continued
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ֹׁא ֱאֹלהַ ְזְבחּו ַלֵשִדים יִ         ל
ֹּא ְיָדעּוםֱאֹלִהים    ָקרֹׁב ָבאּוִמ ים ֲחָדִש    ל

ָערּום ֲאבֵֹּתיֶכם  ֹּא שְֹּ   ֶתִשי  ָלְדָךיְ  ר צּו   ל
 ְמחֲֹׁלֶלָך ֵאל ַוִתְשַכח

32:17-18] –  Sacrificing to demons which are no-gods, 

              gods they had never experienced— 

  Novelties, newly arrived,  

              which their forebears had never revered… 

  While the Rock, Who engendered you, you forsook;  

              you forgot God, Who had formed you.  
 
 

    |------------------- Egyptian deities ------------------|    |---------------- West Semitic --------------| 

          
           Amun                 Ra                    Thoth                    Ba’al          Chemosh        Milkom 
       creator god         sun god          god of wisdom           (Hittite)        (Moabite-Ammonite) 
 

 
The Israelites behold Pharaoh’s army drowned at the Sea 

 
by Lucas Cranach, 1530 

 
   ַוְיִה י-ִלי ִלישּוע      ָעִזי ְוִזְמָרת ָיה    

F) Exodus 15:2 - 

The Eternal One is my strength and might, 

        and has become my deliverance.  

 ֲארְֹׁמֶמְנהּווַ  ֱאֹלֵהי ָאִבי  ַאְנֵוהּו וְ  ֵאִליֶזה 
 This is my God, Whom I will enshrine;   

  the God of my forebear, Whom I exalt! 
 
 

 
 

           - continued
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FOCUS:   Deuteronomy 32:8 - 

 ְבֵני ָאָדם ֹו ַהְפִרידבְ  גֹוִים ֶעְליֹון  ַהְנֵחלבְ   
 When the Most High assigned the legacies of the nations 

       and apportioned the world amongst the human families,  
 

ָרֵאל יַ ֵצב ְגֻבֹלת ַעִמים   לְ ִמְסַפר ְבֵני יִ שְֹּ

He defined the borders of the peoples 

       proportionate to the number of the Israelites!”   

 
Jerusalem as the Center of the Earth 

 
from Itinerarium Sacrae Scripturae by Heinrich Bünting, 1581 

 

 

שהיו   כמו  לגמרי  אבדם  עמים  בהפלגה ולא  גבולות  ַעִמים - והציב  ְגבֹֻּלת  יַ ֵּצב 
 חייבים

G)         OvadYah S'forno (1475-1550) on Deuteronomy 32:8 -  “He defined the borders 

of the peoples” – God established the national borders of the peoples at the time of their 

dividings-up [when they scattered across the face of the earth, after giving up on building a 

Tower to assail heaven – Genesis 11], rather than destroying them altogether as they so 

richly deserved. 

ָרֵאל - בשביל בני ישראל שהיו מתי מספר  והיו עתידים אז לצאת   לְ ִמְסַפר ְבֵני יִ שְֹׁ
 מאותם העמים 

“For the sake of the Children of Israel” - inasmuch as the Israelites were but few in 

number; yet even then they were destined to be the fountainhead of numerous other 

nations.   

 
  - בהנחל  עליון  וגו׳ יצב גבולות עמים 

H)        Chayim ibn-Attar (1696-1742), Or haChayim on Exodus 20:2 -   “When the Most 

High apportioned” etc. “He defined the borders of the nations” -    
ואמרו ז״ל    כי ה׳ חלק מקומות העולם לשרי מעלה זולת ארץ כנען אשר בחר לו לשמו  

 כביכול 
Now regarding this passage our sages of antiquity have said  [in Midrash Sifrei on this book  
 
 

           - continued



Shabbat Ha’azinu – September 18, 2021 - page 7 

and Numbers]  that The Eternal One apportioned the places of the earth each under the 

dominion of its respective Celestial prince— with the exception of the land of Canaan, 

which God chose to be called “YisraEil” after His Own Name.  

 של ה׳ מקום שהוא של עבדיםפירוש  ֲעָבִדים ֵביתוהוא אומרו  
And the reason Scripture makes reference [in the Ten Commandments – Exodus 20:2] to “the 

place of servitude” is [that this Promised Land was to be] the home of a nation of servants 

of The Eternal One.   
פירוש שממשלתו  ממשל ת שר אחד מעבדי ה׳ ו לא רצה ה׳ שיהיו ישראל   תחת ממשלת  

 השרים אלא תחת ממשלתו יתברך בכל 
The meaning being that their governance would be under a dominion unique to all the 

agents of The Eternal One— for The Eternal One did not wish Israel to be under the 

dominion of any of the celestial princes, but rather under the Dominion of The One 

Who Is Blessed Above All Others.  

 

 
 אין כאלהינו,    אין כאדונינו ,   אין כמלכנו ,   אין כמושיענו 

 

 


