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ָהעֹוָלם,  ,ַאָּתה ְייָ  ָּברּו ֵהינּו ֶמֶלֱא 
 ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְּבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה:  ֲאֶׁשר ִקְדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו,

 

 

“Torah-Out-of-Season” (Because of  the Season) 

 

   Weekly Portion:   Shabbat Chol ha-Mo’eid 

   Consists of:   Exodus 33:12-34:26 

Reprised from the Portion “Ki Tissa”— which we read on March 14— and 

from the corresponding Chol haMo’eid [intermediate Shabbat] during Sukkot 

half a year away in the Fall.  

- A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Exodus 33:12-23, 34:10-20a 

Exodus 32 describes how the Israelites, growing impatient at Moses’s long absence 
convening with God atop Mount Sinai, fabricate and worship the golden image of a calf. 
 

  
33:12    Moses said to The Eternal One “Look, You tell me: ‘Lead this people forward’— yet 

You have not made known to me whom You will send with me!  Moreover,  You have said, 

‘I have singled you out by name, and you have, indeed, gained My favor.’  

13    “Now, if I have truly gained Your favor, pray let me know Your ways, that I may 

know You and continue in Your favor. (Consider, too, that this nation is Your people!).”  

14    [At which God] said, “I will go in the lead and will lighten your burden.”  

15    To which [Moses] said to [God] “Unless You do go in the lead, do not compel us to  

leave this place.  

16  “For how else shall it be known that I and Your people have gained Your favor;  is it 

not by Your going in our midst that we are distinguished— Your people and I— from 

every other nation on earth?”  
 

 

A1)    Exodus 6:7 

 
ה ֲאִני ִּכי ִויַדְעֶּתם   ֱאֵהיֶכם ְיהוָֹ

Then you will know that I, The Eternal 

One, am your God,  once when I have 

brought you out from under the op-

pression of the Egyptians.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

A2)    Exodus 15:2, 15:11 

 ֲאֹרְמֶמְנהּוֵהי ָאִבי וַ ֱא   ְוַאְנֵוהּו ֵאִלי ֶזה
This is my God, Whom I will praise;  

The God of my forebears,   

 Whom I will exalt! 

Who is Your like, O Eternal One,  

 among the gods? 

Who is Your like— majestic in holiness,  

  awesome in splendor, working wonders? 
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B1)    Exodus 7:5 

 ֲאִני-ִּכי ִמְצַרִים ְוָיְדעּו
  ְיֹהָוה

Then the Egyptians shall 

know that I am The Eter-

nal, once I have exerted My 

Might upon Egypt.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

B2)    Exodus 15:14-16 

  ְרָּגזּוןָׁשְמעּו ַעִּמים יִ 

The nations have heard, 

and tremble.   

The residents of Philistia 

are seized with anguish;  

the clans of the Edomites 

are dismayed;  

the tribes of the Moabites 

are gripped by trembling— 

all the inhabitants of Cana-

an are adread.  
 

B3)    Numbers 22:3  

ִמְּפֵני ָהָעם  ַוָּיָגר מוָֹאב
הּוא ַוָּיָקץ -ִּכי ַרב ְמֹאד

 מֹוָאב

The [King of] Mo’av was in 

great dread of the people, 

because they were so 

mighty;  all Mo’av was dis-

mayed because of the Isra-

elites.  

 

C)    Exodus 18:10-11 

  ִמְצַרִים ִמַּיד ֶאְתֶכם ִהִּציל ֲאֶׁשר ְיֹהָוה ָּברּו ִיְתרוֹ  ַוֹּיאֶמר
Yitro declared: “Blessed be The Eternal One, Who has rescued you from 

the power of the Egyptians.   

ה ִמָּכל- ִּכי ַעָּתה ָיַדְעִּתי  ָהֱאִהים-ָגדֹול ְיהֹוָ
“Now I know that The Eternal One is mightier than any other god!” 

 

 
17  So The Eternal One said to Moses “I will also do this thing that you have asked; for 

you have truly gained My favor and I have singled you out by name.” 
 

 

D)   Exodus 32:10 – 
 

ה ַוֲאַכֵּלם ָבֶהם ַאִּפי-ִיַחרוְ  ִּלי ַהִּניָחה ְוַעָּתה  ָּגדֹול ְלגֹוי אֹוְת ְוֶאֱעֹשֶ
Now, let Me be, that My wrath may blaze among them to destroy them all— 

then I will make of you a great nation. 
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18 To which [Moses] said “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!”  

19 [At which God] said  “I will make all My Goodness pass before you; I will proclaim 

before you the Name Eternal One; and I will show grace to the deserving, and show compas-

sion to those to whom I show it—  
20 But, you cannot see My Face— for no mortal may behold Me and live.”  
 

 

E1)    Yigdal (15th-century hymn) 

 ֵאינֹו ּגּוףוְ    ֵאין לֹו ְדמּות ַהגּוף
God has no physical semblance nor appearance,   neither is God a physical entity…. 

 
E2)    II Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, ἀνακεκαλυµµένῳ προσώπῳ 

τὴν δόξαν Κυρίου  beholding the un-

veiled Glory of the Lord, are transformed 

according to the same image from glory to 

glory.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E3)    Qur’an 53:7-10 

He was in the highest part of the Heavens 

when he approached, and then bowed— 

and thus was  only two bow-lengths away 

(or even closer still!) ماأوحى  اإلىغبده
when He revealed Himself to His ser-

vant. 
   

21  Then The Eternal One said “See, there is a place near Me.  Position yourself there, on 

the crag;  

22  “then, as My Presence passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and shield you 

with My Hand until I have passed by.  

23  “Then I will take My Hand away.  You will see My Back; but My Face may not be 

seen.”  

=========================================== 

34:10  [Then God] said “I hereby make a covenant.  Before all your people I will work such 

wonders as have never been wrought on all the earth or in any nation; and all the people 

who are with you shall see how awesome are the Eternal One‘s deeds which I will per-

form for you.  

11    “Mark well what I command you this day. I will drive out before you the Amorites, 

the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  

 

  Genesis 10 -   Canaan engenders 11 children.  

 Genesis 15 -   Abraham promised the land of 10 children of Canaan.  

F)     Deuteronomy 7:1 

Once The Eternal One has brought you to the land which you are going into 

to dispossess it, God will be vanquishing mighty nations from before you: the 

Hittite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizite, the Hivite, 

and the Jebusite—those seven nations mightier and more numerous than 

you! 
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12    “Beware of making a covenant with the inhabitants of the land against which you are 

advancing, lest they be a snare in your midst.  

13    “Rather, you must tear down their altars; smash their pillars; and cut down their sacred 

posts—   

14    “for you must not worship any other god, because The Eternal One, whose name is 

Impassioned, is an impassioned God.  

 

Two Responses to Exodus 20:5 
 

G1)    RaSHI (Shlomo Yitzchaqi,  

1040-1105) -

 עובר אינוו להפרע מקנא - ַקָּנא ֵאל
 עבודת עון על למחול מדתו על

  אלילים
“An impassioned God” – zealous to punish, 

by not invoking the Divine attribute [of 

compassion] to forgive the transgression of 

idol-worship. 

 בלע״ז אנפרי״מנט קנא לשון כל
 ליפרע לב נותן) אייפערנד(

Every usage of קנא signifies enfreiment 

[emportement / eifernd, “zeal”], giving par-

ticular attention to punishment.  

G2)     Midrash Mechilta d’Rabi 

Yishma’Eil, baChodesh 6 

ה ֱאֶהי ֵאל ַקָּנאָאנֹ  ִּכי  אני - ִכי ְיהֹוָ
 בי לטתשו קנאה ואין בקנאה שליט

 ׁשֹוֵמר ִייָׁשן ְוא ָינּום א ִהֵּנה שנאמר
ָרֵאל  ִיֹשְ

“For I— The Eternal One, your God— am 

an impassioned God” – which signifies: “I 

govern My zeal; My zeal does not govern 

Me!”— even as it is said in Scripture: 

“behold, the Guardian of Israel neither 

slumbers nor sleeps” [Psalm 121:4]. 

 
15    You must not make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, for they will go 

whoring after their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and then invite you to come eat of their 

sacrifices.  

16    For should you take wives from among their daughters for your sons, their daughters 

will go whoring after their gods and will cause your sons to go whoring after their gods.  
  

 

17   You shall not make molded gods for 

yourselves.  
ה ֱאֵהי ַמֵּסָכה  : ּלָ -א ַתֲעֹשֶ

 
 

G1)      Exodus 20:4-5 

ה ְל ֶפֶסל-א  ִתְׁשַּתֲחֶוה ָלֶהם ְוא ָתָעְבֵדם-א … ַתֲעֹשֶ
You may not make yourselves a sculpted image . . . to worship nor to serve. 

 

G2)      Exodus 32:4 

הּו ַּבֶחֶרט ֹאתוֹ  ַוָּיַצר ִמָּיָדם ַוִּיַּקח  ַמֵּסָכה לֵעגֶ  ַוַּיֲעֹשֵ
[Aaron] took it from their hands and made it into a molded calf, which he 

finished with a chisel.  
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18  You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread— eating only unleavened bread 

for seven days, as I have commanded you— at the set season of the barley-ripening; for it 

was in the season of the barley-ripening that you went forth from Egypt.  
 

H1)      Exodus 12:14-15 

ְוָהָיה ַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם ְלִזָּכרֹון ְוַחֹּגֶתם 
ה ְלֹדֹרֵתיֶכם ֻחַּקת עֹוָלם  ֹאתֹו ַחג ַליהֹוָ

 ְּתָחֻּגהּו 
This day will be for you a monument, 

which you will feast to The Eternal One 

throughout generations, rejoicing in it as an 

eternal statute.   

 ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים ַמּצוֹת ֹּתאֵכלּו
For seven days you will eat only unlea-

vened bread…. 

H2)      Deuteronomy 16:1-2 

יתָ  ָהָאִביב ֹחֶדׁש-ֶאת ָׁשמֹור  ֶּפַסח ְוָעֹשִ
ה   ֱאֶהי ַליהֹוָ

Observe the season of the barley-ripening 

to make your Passover offering to The Eter-

nal One, your God— 

הוִֹציֲא ְיהוָֹה ְּבֹחֶדׁש ָהָאִביב  ִּכי
 ָלְיָלה ֱאֶהי ִמִּמְצַרִים

for it was at that season of the barley-

ripening that The Eternal One, your 

God, brought you out of Egypt by night. 

19 Every first issue of the womb is 

Mine, from all your livestock that drop a 

male as firstling, whether cattle or sheep.  

ִמְקְנ ִּתָּזָכר -ְוָכל ֶּפֶטר ֶרֶחם ִלי-ָּכל
ה:   ֶּפֶטר ׁשֹור ָוֹשֶ

 

 

H)      Exodus 13:2-3 

ָרֵאל ָּבָאָדם ּוַבְּבֵהָמה  ֶרֶחם- ְּבכוֹר ֶּפֶטר ָּכל-ִלי ָכל-ַקֶּדׁש ִּבְבֵני ִיֹשְ
 ִלי הּוא

Consecrate to Me every first-born; the first-issue of every womb among 

the Israelites— whether it is human or animal, it is Mine! 
ַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה ֲאֶׁשר ְיָצאֶתם ִמִּמְצַרִים ִמֵּבית ֲעָבִדים ִּכי -ָזכֹור ֶאת

ה ֶאְתֶכם ִמֶּזה ְוא ֵיָאֵכל ָחֵמץ   :ְּבֹחֶזק ָיד הֹוִציא ְיהֹוָ
Remember this day, on which you have gone forth from Egypt, the place of 

servitude.  Because The Eternal One, your God, brought you out of here with 

a mighty exercise of power, so leavened stuff is not to be eaten.  
 

20 Now the firstling of a donkey you may redeem with a sheep— although if you do not 

redeem it, you must break its neck; but the first-born among your children you are to re-

deem. 
 

 

H)      Exodus 13:13-16 

ה ִּתְפֶּדה ֲחֹמר ֶּפֶטר- ְוָכל  ְּבכוֹר ְוֹכל ַוֲעַרְפּתוֹ  ִתְפֶּדה א-ְוִאם ְבֹשֶ
  ְפֶּדהִּת  ְּבָבֶני ָאָדם

Now the firstling of a donkey you may redeem with a sheep— although if 

you do not redeem it, you must break its neck; but the first-born among 

your children you are to redeem. 

 ְּבֹחֶזק ָיד  יוְוָאַמְרָּת ֵאלָ ֹּזאת -ַמה ֵלאֹמר ָמָחר ִבְנ ִיְׁשָאְל-ִּכי ְוָהָיה
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ה ִמִּמְצַרִים ִמֵּבית ֲעָבִדים   הֹוִציָאנּו ְיהֹוָ
Now should your child ask you in future, saying “what’s that about?”, you 

are to tell him: “By a great display of might did The Eternal One bring us out 

of Egypt.   

ה ָּכלִהְקָׁשה ַפְרֹעה ְלַׁשְּלֵחנּו -ַוְיִהי ִּכי ְּבכוֹר ְּבֶאֶרץ - ַוַּיֲהֹרג ְיהוָֹ
 ְּבכֹור ְּבֵהָמה -ִמְּבֹכר ָאָדם ְוַעד ִמְצַרִים

“For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to release us, The Eternal One killed 

off every first-born in the land of Egypt— both human first-born and those 

of the animals.  
ְּבכוֹר ָּבַני -ְוָכלֶּפֶטר ֶרֶחם ַהְּזָכִרים -ֵּכן ֲאִני ֹזֵבַח ַליֹהָוה ָּכל- ַעל

  ֶאְפֶּדה
“Accordingly I offer up to The Eternal One every male womb-opener— but I 

redeem every first-born among my children!”  

ְּבֹחֶזק ָיד הֹוִציָאנּו ִּכי ָיְדָכה ּוְלטֹוָטֹפת ֵּבין ֵעיֶני -ְוָהָיה ְלאֹות ַעל
ה ִמִּמְצָרִים  ְיהֹוָ

Let this be a sign upon your hand, and a token between your eyes, that by a 

great display of might did The Eternal One bring us out of Egypt.   

 

 

 
                 The point of departure                          The crossing-point [?] 
                        Passover – day 1                                         Passover – day 7 

 

 


