
Jewish Congregation of Marco Island 

 OFF-RAMP  TORAH 

a judicious departure from 
this week’s Torah portion 

October 03, 2026 

       “Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates 

       correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality” 

             Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology 

הָּיְי ,ב ָּ ם,ָָּּ רוּךְָּאַת  עוֹל   אֱלֹהֵינוָּּמֶלֶךְָּה 
יו, נוָּּבְמִצְוֹת  ה:ָּ  אֲשֶרָּקִדְש  נוָּּלַעֲסוֹקָּבְדִבְרֵיָּתוֹר   וְצִוּ 

ָּ

      

TO START:   Parashat-haShavu’a Stats 

Weekly Portion:     Sh’mini ‘Atzeret 

   Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17    
      supplemented by details of the   
     sacrificial offerings prescribed   
     for this holiday in     
    Numbers 29:35-30:1 

 
 
 
 

 walking through together 
 

   WHERE WE’RE GOING INSTEAD, and why 
 

I Kings 8:54-66 

Context:   Sh’mini ‘Atzeret is a stand-alone holiday, prescribed in the Torah as a de facto 
eighth— and therefore concluding— day for the week-long Feast of Sukkot.   

Content:   That theme of ‘Atzeret (“conclusion; completion” - from the Hebrew ע-צ-ָּר “stop-

ping”) finds its parallel in the assigned Haftarah selection for the day.  It describes how King 
Solomon concludes his prayer to God, in dedication of the newly built Jerusalem Temple, 
with a blessing to the people who had labored together to build it. 

 

- Setting the Stage - 
 

מִינִיב    יִהְיֶה לָכֶם  מִקְרָא קֹדֶש  יּוֹם הַשְּׁ
 הִוא  עֲצֶרֶת

A)    Leviticus 23:36 -  …and on the Eighth Day 

[following the week of Sukkot] you are to observe 

a sacred occasion…a Feast of Cessation. 

 
מִינִי  תִהְיֶה לָכֶם  עֲצֶרֶת יּוֹם הַשְּׁ

B)    Numbers 29:35 - The Eighth Day [of 

Sukkot] will be for you a Feast of Cessation…. 







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תְכֶם וְהָיָה לְאוֹת בְרִית בֵינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם   ר עָרְל  לְתֶם אֵת בְשֹ   וּנְמ 
C)      Genesis 17:11 -  The flesh of your foreskins is to be circumcised, as the sign of the 

Covenant between me and yourselves; 

מֹנַת יָמִים  יִמּוֹל לָכֶם כָל זָכָר לְדֹרֹתֵיכֶם   וּבֶן שְּׁ
throughout the generations, at age eight days your every male is to be circumcised. 

 
חֵר בְכוֹר בָנֶיךָ תִתֶן לִי    מְלֵאָתְךָ וְדִמְ עֲךָ לאֹ תְא 

D)      Exodus 22:28-29 -   Of all your profits and gains, you are not to delay in presenting 

Me the first-born of your progeny [in dedication after thirty days].  

נוֹ לִי  מִינִי תִתְּׁ ת יָמִים  יִהְיֶה עִם  אִמּוֹ בַ יּוֹם הַשְּׁ ה לְשֹרְךָ לְצאֹנֶךָ שִבְע  עֲשֶֹ  כֵן ת 
You shall do the same for the [first-born of] your herd and your flock: for seven days it will 

remain with its mother— then, on the eighth day, you are to present it to Me. 

 
  E)   Exodus 29:37 - 

מִּזְבֵח   ל ה  ע  פֵר  יָמִים   תְכ  עַת   שִבְּׁ
תָ אֹתוֹ קִדַשְּׁ   וְּׁ

For those seven days you are to perform 

dedication rituals for the Altar, in order 

to consecrate it, 

קָדָשִים   כָל  קֹדֶש  חַ  בֵּ הַמִזְּׁ הָיָה   וְּׁ
מִּזְבֵח  יִקְדָש  נֹגֵע  ב   ה 

so that the Altar will become most 

sacred; any who touch it, will be conse-

crated. 

 

F)     Leviticus 9:1-2 - 

מֹשֶה    מִינִי קָרָא  הַשְּׁ בַ יּוֹם  הִי   וַיְּׁ
הֲרֹן יאֹמֶר אֶל א  הֲרֹן . . . ו    לְא 

Then, on the eighth day [succeeding the 

seven-day ordination ritual], Moses sum-

moned Aaron and told him: 

יִל  טָאת וְא  ח לְךָ עֵגֶל בֶן בָקָר לְח   ק 
הוָֹה  י יְּׁ נֵּ ב לִפְּׁ רֵּ הַקְּׁ  לְעֹלָה תְמִימִם  וְּׁ

“Take yourself an unblemished ox and 

ram for a burnt-offering, and present 

them before The Eternal One.” 

 
 
 

           I Kings 8       
 

King Solomon kneels in prayer before  
the Altar of God for the dedication of  
the Temple in Jerusalem 

 
 

from Biblische Geschichte  
by Christoph von Schmid 
 

1859 
 

 
 

8:54] - When Solomon finished offering all this 

prayer and supplication to The Eternal One, he 

rose from where he had been kneeling in front 

of the Altar of The Eternal One with his hands 

spread out heavenward.  

אֶל  לֵּל  לְהִתְפ  שְלֹמֹה  לּוֹת  כְכ  יְהִי    ו 
תְחִנָה  וְה  תְפִלָּה  כָל ה  אֵת   יְהוָֹה 

ח יְהוָֹה    זאֹת קָם מִלִּפְנֵי מִזְב  רֹעַ מִ ה  כְּׁ
כָיו רֻשֹוֹֹתוְ  עַל בִרְּׁ שָמָיִם  כַפָיו פְּׁ  ה 



           - continued 
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           “kneeling”    כְרֹע                              “raising the hands”  رَفْعُ الْيَدَيْن 
                              in Christian prayer                                                 in Sunni Muslim prayer 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

חְנוּ   אֲנ  עִים ו  חֲוִים וּמוֹדִים  כוֹרְּׁ  וּמִשְת 
G) from the ‘Aleinu prayer -   …whereas we kneel, and prostrate ourselves, and give thanks 

קָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא   מְּלָכִים    ה  לְכֵי ה  ָּלִפְנֵי מֶלֶךְ   מ 
before the King   Who is the King over kings—  The Holy And Blessed One! 

 
בְתֶם  בָהּ לאֹ תַעֲשֹֹוּ יִם אֲשֶר יְש  ה אֶרֶץ מִצְר  עֲשֵֹ   כְמ 

H) Leviticus 19:3 -  You are not to emulate the practices of the land of Egypt where you 

used to live,  

לאֹ  יהֶם  חֻקֹתֵּ עֲשֹוּ וּבְּׁ ת  לאֹ  שָמָּה  אֶתְכֶם  מֵבִיא  אֲנִי  אֲשֶר  ן  ע  אֶרֶץ כְנ  ה  עֲשֵֹ  וּכְמ 
כוּ  לֵּ  תֵּ

nor of the land of Canaan to which I am taking you— for you are not to walk in their paths.  
 

 
8:55] – Standing, he blessed the entire 

assemblage of Israel aloud:  [8:56] - “Praised be 

The Eternal One, who has given respite to His 

People, in accord with what He spoke.  Not a 

single word has failed of all the gracious 

promises He had made through His servant 

Moses! 

רָאֵל  יִשְֹ ל  כָל  קְה  אֵת  יְבָרֶךְ  ו  עֲמֹד  י   ו 
יְהוָֹה    בָרוּךְ  לֵאמֹר  גָדוֹל  אֲשֶר קוֹל 
רָאֵל כְכֹל אֲשֶר   מּוֹ יִשְֹ ן מְנוּחָה לְע  נָת 
אֶחָד לאֹ  דִבֵר  דָבָר  ל  בָרוֹ   נָפ  דְּׁ מִכֹל 

דוֹ  יַד מֹשֶה עַבְּׁ  הַטּוֹב אֲשֶר דִבֶר בְּׁ

 

נְחִיל אֶתְכֶם     בְתֶם בָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר יְהוָֹה אֱלֹהֵיכֶם מ  רְדֵן וִיש  י  רְתֶם אֶת ה  עֲב    ו 
I) Deuteronomy 12:10 -  For you will be crossing this Jordan River to settle into this land, 

with which The Eternal One One, your God, is endowing you;  

תֶם בֶטַח מִסָבִיב וְהֵנִיח  לָכֶם מִכָל אֹיְבֵיכֶם   וִישַבְּׁ
He will give your respite from all your enemies ‘round about, so that you dwell securely. 

 
8:57a] – “May The Eternal One, our God, be 

with us, as He was with our forebears.   
 יְהִי יְהוָֹה אֱלֹהֵינוּ עִמָּנוּ  כַאֲשֶר הָיָה 

ינוּ   עִם אֲבֹתֵּ
 

אֲשֶר  ך   בְכֹל  עִמְּׁ לֵאמֹר  אֱלֹהִים  בְרָהָם  אֶל  א  ר צְבָאוֹ  שֹ  וּפִיכֹל  אֲבִימֶלֶךְ  יאֹמֶר   ו 
ה  תָה עֹשֶֹ  א 
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Shabbat Sh’mini ‘Atzeret – October 03, 2026 - page 4

J) Genesis 21:22 -  [The Philistine king] AviMelech and his army commander Fee-Kole 

told Abraham: “God is with you, in everything you do….” 

 
אֲבָרֲכֶך   ך ו  יֶה עִמְּׁ אֶהְּׁ זאֹת וְּׁ  גוּר בָאָרֶץ ה 

K) Genesis 26:3 -  [God told Isaac:]  “Reside in this land, and I will be with you, to bless 

you.” 

 

רְתִיךָ בְכֹל אֲשֶר תֵלֵךְ    וְהִנֵה אָנֹכִי עִמָךְ וּשְמ 
L) Genesis 28:15 -  [God told Jacob:]  “Behold, I am with you, to guard you, wheresoever 

you may go.” 

 

מִּצְרִי   יְהִי בְבֵית אֲדֹנָיו ה  צְלִיח  ו  יְהִי אִיש מ  ף  ו  הוָֹה אֶת יוֹסֵּ הִי יְּׁ  וַיְּׁ
M) Genesis 39:2 - The Eternal One was with Joseph, so that he was successful in his 

work in the house of his Egyptian master. 

 

8:57b] –May we never be abandoned or 

forsaken.  [8:58] - May our hearts be inclined 

to God, that we may walk  in  all  God’s  ways  

and  keep  the  commandments, the laws, and 

the rules that were enjoined upon our fore-

bears.  

טוֹת  לְה  ל יִטְשֵנוּ  זְבֵנוּ וְא  ע  ל י   א 
בְכָל דְרָכָיו  לָלֶכֶת  אֵלָיו      לְבָבֵנוּ 
 וְלִשְמֹר מִצְוֹתָיו  וְחֻקָיו וּמִשְפָטָיו 

 אֲשֶר צִוָּה אֶת אֲבֹתֵינוּ

 

 

8:59] – “And may these words of mine, which I 

have offered in supplication before The Eternal 

One, be close to The Eternal One, our God, day 

and night, to do justice by His servant and by 

His People Israel, [providing for] enough for 

each day’s needs—  

נְתִי  נ  הִתְח  אֲשֶר  אֵלֶּה  י  דְבָר   וְיִהְיוּ 
אֶל יְהוָֹה  קְרֹבִים  יְהוָֹה   לִפְנֵי 
וָלָיְלָה  לַעֲשֹוֹֹת  יוֹמָם    אֱלֹהֵינוּ 
ל  רָאֵּ יִשְֹֹּׁ עַמוֹ  פַט  וּמִשְּׁ דוֹ  עַבְּׁ פַט   מִשְּׁ

יוֹמוֹ בַר יוֹם בְּׁ   דְּׁ
 

שָמָיִם   מְטִיר לָכֶם לֶחֶם מִן ה    הִנְנִי מ 
N) Exodus 16:4 -  Behold, I am raining down bread for you from the sky;  

ר יוֹם בְיוֹמוֹ   וְיָצָא הָעָם וְלָקְטוּ דְב 
when the people will come forth, they will be gathering enough for each day’s need,   

תוֹרָתִי אִם לאֹ  ךְ בְּׁ סֶנוּ הֲיֵּלֵּ ן אֲנ  ע   לְמ 

in order that I may ascertain whether they will follow my rules or not. 

 
     Τὸν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τὸν ἐπιούσιον δὸς ἡμῖν σήμερον 

O) Matthew 6:11 -  Give us, this day, our daily bread. 

 
ע  ד בְאֵר שָב  נָתוֹ  מִדָן וְע  אֵּ תַחַת תְּׁ נוֹ וְּׁ ח  אִיש תַחַת גַפְּׁ רָאֵל לָבֶט  יֵשֶב יְהוּדָה וְיִשְֹ  ו 

 כֹל יְמֵי שְלֹמֹה 
P) I Kings 5:5 -    Throughout all the reign of King Solomon, all of Judah and all of Israel 

dwelt in security, each under his vine and his fig-tree.  

 

8:60] – “to the end that  all the peoples of the   י הָאָרֶץ כִי יְהוָֹה ן דַעַת כָל עַמֵּ ע   לְמ 
 
 
 

           - continued
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earth may know that The Eternal One alone is 

God— there is no other.   
 אֵין עוֹד הוּא הָאֱלֹהִים  

   
 

תֶם וִ            כִי אֲנִי יְהוָֹה  ידַעְּׁ  “then you [Israelites]  shall know that I am God”   

עוּוְ                 כִי אֲנִי יְהוָֹה  יָדְּׁ  “then they [Israelites] shall know that I am God”  

עוּוְ  רַיִם  יָדְּׁ אֲנִי יְהוָֹה  כִי מִצְּׁ  “then the Egyptians  shall know that I am God” 

 
עוּ עַמִים  יִרְגָזוּן    שָמְּׁ

ז   לָשֶת יֹשְבֵי  חִיל אָח   פְּׁ

Q) Exodus 15:14-15 -  
  The nations heard of it, and were anguished: 

  trembling seized the residents of Philistia;    

לּוּפֵי   אֱדוֹם  אָז נִבְהֲלוּ א 
ד מוֹאָבאֵילֵי      יאֹחֲזֵמוֹ רָע 

 The chieftains of the Edomites became dismayed;  

  the nobles of Mo’av were seized with shuddering; 

נָעַןנָמֹגוּ כֹל יֹשְבֵי   כְּׁ

  All the inhabitants of Canaan were aghast! 

 
וְאָמְרוּ  הַגוֹיִם   אֶחָד  כְאִיש  זֶה  ה  אֶת הָעָם  תָה   וְהֵמ 

עֲך לֵאמֹר עוּ אֶת שִמְּׁ   אֲשֶר שָמְּׁ
R) Numbers 14:15-16 -  Now if You kill off this people, to the last man, then those 

nations who have heard of Your repute will say:  

יִשְחָטֵם  ע לָהֶם ו  זֶה אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר נִשְב   מִבִלְתִי יְכֹלֶת יְהוָֹה לְהָבִיא אֶת הָעָם ה 
מִּדְבָר   ב 

“It must have been because The Eternal One was unable to bring this people to the land which 

He swore to give them, that He slaughtered them in the wilderness.” 

 
עְתָנִי  אֵין עוֹד זוּלָתִיוְ אֲנִי יְהוָֹה  זֶרְךָ וְלאֹ יְד      אֵין אֱלֹהִים אֲא 

S) Isaiah 45:5-7 -  [Inform Cyrus of Persia:] I am The Eternal One, and there no other 

besides Me.  I am God, Who encircles you (even though you do not understand it).  
רַח שֶמֶש וּמִמַעֲרָבָה  עוּ מִמִזְּׁ מַעַן יֵּדְּׁ  וְאֵין עוֹדאֲנִי יְהוָֹה  אֶפֶס בִלְעָדָי כִי לְּׁ

In order that all may know— from the rising of the sun to its setting— that there is no 

other besides Me; I am The Eternal One, and there is no other.  

ה שָלוֹם וּבוֹרֵא רָע   יוֹצֵר אוֹר וּבוֹרֵא חֹשֶךְ עֹשֶֹ
Forming light, and creating darkness;  promoting peace, and creating “evil”: 

ה כָל אֵלֶּה   אֲנִי יְהוָֹה עֹשֶֹ
I, alone—The Eternal One— do all these. 

 
הוּא  וְנִשָא  הֶהָרִים  בְראֹש  נָכוֹן  בֵית יְהוָֹה  ר  ה  יִהְיֶה  יָמִים  ה  חֲרִית  בְא   וְהָיָה 

  מִגְבָעוֹת
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T) Micah 4:1-2 -  It will come to pass, in the time to come, that the Mountain of the 

House of The Eternal One will be established as highest of the mountains, exalted above the  

other peaks. 

כוּ גוֹיִם רַבִים  וְאָמְרוּ הָלְּׁ נָהֲרוּ עָלָיו עַמִים  וְּׁ   וְּׁ
For peoples will flow to it; many nations will constantly say: 

עֲקֹב וְיוֹרֵנוּ מִדְרָכָיו וְנֵלְכָה בְאֹרְחֹתָיו ר יְהוָֹה וְאֶל בֵית אֱלֹהֵי י  עֲלֶה אֶל ה    לְכוּ וְנ 
“Come, let us go up to the Mountain of The Eternal One— to the House of the God of Jacob—

Who will teach us of His ways, so that we may walk in His paths!” 

ר יְהוָֹה מִירוּשָלָם   כִי מִצִיוֹן תֵצֵא תוֹרָה וּדְב 
For Torah shall go forth from Zion, and the Word of The Eternal One from Jerusalem. 

 

8:61] – “Thus may you be wholehearted with 

The Eternal One, our God, by walking in 

God’s ways and keeping God’s command-

ments, even as now.”  

יְהוָֹה ם   עִם  שָלֵּ כֶם  בַבְּׁ לְּׁ הָיָה   וְּׁ
וְלִשְ מֹר  בְחֻקָיו  לָלֶכֶת   אֱלֹהֵינוּ 

זֶה  יוֹם ה   מִצְוֹתָיו כ 

 

8:62] - The king and all Israel with him were 

offered sacrifices before The Eternal One.  

[8:63a] - Solomon sacrificed, as celebration-

offerings to The Eternal One, 22 thousand 

oxen and 120 thousand sheep.  

זֹבְחִים  עִמּוֹ  רָאֵל  וְכָל יִשְֹ מֶּלֶךְ   וְה 
אֵת  שְלֹמֹה  ח  יִזְב  ו  יְהוָֹה  לִפְנֵי  ח   זֶב 
יהוָֹה  ל  ח  זָב  לָמִים   אֲשֶר  הַשְּׁ  זֶ בַח 

אֶלֶף  נַיִם  וּשְּׁ רִים  עֶשְֹֹּׁ צאֹן בָקָר  וְּׁ
רִים אָלֶף  עֶשְֹֹּׁ אָה וְּׁ  מֵּ

 

 

ח יוֹם  אֶחָד שְלֹשִים כֹר סֹלֶת וְשִשִים  כֹר קָמ  לֹמֹה לְּׁ יְהִי לֶחֶם שְּׁ   ו 
U) I Kings 5:2-3 -  Now Solomon’s provisions each day[— furnished by his tributaries, as 

sustenance for the royal family and his household staff and retainers—] consisted of 30 kor [ = 55-

gallon drums] of whole-wheat flour [@ 8 gallons/bushel, and 42 lb./bushel = 4.3 tons] and 60 kor 

of fine flour [@ 60 lb./bushel = 12.4 tons]; 

רִאִים   רָה בָקָר בְּׁ  עֲשָֹֹ
10 stall-fattened oxen;  

עִיוְ   רִים בָקָר רְּׁ  עֶשְֹֹּׁ
20 pasture-fed oxen;  

אָה צאֹןוּ   מֵּ
and 100 sheep; 

רְבֻ רִים אֲבוּסִים  יָל וּצְבִי וְי חְמוּר וּב  ד מֵא   לְב 
not including [such miscellaneous game and meat items as any number of] deer, gazelles, 

roebucks, and fattened geese. 

 

8:63b] - Thus did the king and all of Israel 

consecrate the House of The Eternal One.  

[8:64] – (And for that one day, the king also had 

to consecrate the area of the courtyard that 

framed the House of The Eternal One— for 

it was there that he presented the burnt offer-

ings; the grain offerings; and the fat parts of the  

 

וְכָל  מֶּלֶךְ  ה  יְהוָֹה  אֶת בֵית  חְנְכוּ  י   ו 
ש  קִד  הוּא  ה  יוֹם  ב  רָאֵל   יִשְֹ  בְ נֵי 
י  נֵּ לִפְּׁ אֲשֶר  ר  הֶחָצֵּ אֶת תוֹךְ  מֶּלֶךְ   ה 
אֶת הָעֹלָה  שָם  ה  הוָֹה  כִי עָשָֹ יְּׁ ית   בֵּ
שְלָמִים  ה  חֶלְבֵי  וְאֵת  מִּנְחָה   וְאֶת ה 
חֹשֶת   אֲשֶר לִפְנֵי יְהוָֹה בַח   הַנְּׁ  כִי   מִזְּׁ

  

           - continued
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celebration-offerings— for the bronze Altar 

in the Presence of The Eternal One was too 

small to accommodate such a vast quantity of 

sacred offerings). 

וְאֶת  הָכִיל  אֶת  הָעֹלָה  מֵּ  קָטֹן 
שְלָמִים  מִּנְחָה וְאֵת חֶלְבֵי ה   ה 

 

 

 

 

הִיא שְלֹמֹה בָעֵת  וַיַּעַשֹֹ   רָאֵל עִמּוֹ   וְכָל  הֶחָגאֶת   ה   קָהָל יִשְֹ

יִם   מִצְר  ל  ח  נ  ד  ע  חֲמָת  מִלְּבוֹא  אֱלֹהֵינוּ   גָדוֹל  יְהוָֹה  לִפְנֵי 
עַת יָמִים    שִבְּׁ

8:65] –  At that time Solomon celebrated the Feast [of Sukkot] (and 

all Israel with him: a great assemblage, from L’vo-Chamat to the 

Brook of Egypt) in the Presence of The Eternal One, our God, for 

its seven days— 

ר יוֹם  רְבָעָה עָשָֹ ת יָמִים א     וְשִבְע 

(then yet another seven days, for fourteen days in all).  
 

מִינִי שִלַח אֶת הָעָם    בַיּוֹם  הַשְּׁ
8:66a] - On the eighth day [of those fourteen,] he released the 

people[, in accord with the Torah’s provision of Sh’mini ‘Atzeret as a distinct celebration marking 

the conclusion of the Sukkot festival].  
 

8:66b] - [The people] blessed the King, ּכו בָרְּׁ  הַמֶלֶךְ אֶת  וַיְּׁ
 

and then went home, joyful and glad of heart  יֵלְכוּ לְאָהֳלֵיהֶם ב ו  י לֵּ טוֹבֵּ חִים וְּׁ מֵּ  שְֹֹּׁ
 

for all the goodness that The Eternal One 

had shown to His servant David and to Israel, 

His People.  

הוָֹה  יְּׁ ה  עָשָֹֹ הַטּוֹבָה  אֲשֶר   עַל  כָל 
ל עַמוֹ רָאֵּ יִשְֹֹּׁ בְדוֹ וּלְּׁ  לְדָוִד ע 

 
 

הֵיכָל    The Heichal  ה 

House of God     90’ x 30’ 

30’ x 30’ 


