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TO START: Parashat-haShavu’a Stats
Weekly Portion:  Nitzavim Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20

Sequence in Torah cycle: 51% of 54

Sequence in Deuteronomy: 8t of 11

WHERE WE’RE GOING INSTEAD., and why

In preparation for Rosh haShanah, coming up early next week: an exploration of the shofar.

A) Leviticus 23:24 - B) Numbers 29:1 -
1202 YIN2 TNND MWIYD WIN3 UTN2  TNND OYavwn  vIN)
Yinay oY 5> DY M VIR NIPR
On the first day of The Seventh Month, W)})J‘] Nb 'I‘T:ly J'DN?D
you shall have a holiday— And on the first day of The Seventh

Month you shall have a sacred convo-
cation; you are to perform none of your
productive labors.

VTP NP0 NIn NIt D22 M AN N
a sacred convocation commemorated It is to be for you a day of a £’ru’ah [of
with a #’ru’ah [of the trumpet]. the trumpet].
noun VPN t'giy’ah verb V-P-N t-¢g-°  “to blow”

TND P3N D) M I 7o)
C) Exodus 10:19 - Then The Eternal One sent a very strong westerly wind,
PO N INYPNN NIIND NN Xy

which lifted up the locust swarm and blew it out to sea beyond the ends of the earth.

noun VIR tru’ah verb Y-)-9 r-w-°  “toraise a shout”
99191) 9399) INYD NIND 92 NI WD
D) Psalm98:4 - Shout out to The Eternal One, all the earth—

burst forth; exclaim in joy; sing aloud!

- more over
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Three Almost-Interchangeable Synonyms

noun 9DV shofar

noun 92Y> yoveil

noun ‘u'l"!SSD chatzotzrah

“[a trumpet made of]
aram’s horn”

verb V-9-VY sh-p-r
“be beautiful; be adorned”

cf. Assyrian ETRQ s9pr”
“Bezoar ibex”

Deuteronomy 33:17 -

“The glory of the
aurochs is his horns”

1) “aram; aram’s-horn;
a cornet”

i1) “ajubilee year”
[Leviticus 25:8ff]

¢f. Phoenician L9% yvi
“a ram”

“a trumpet; a clarion;
a bugle”

verb I-N-N
ch-tz-r “to enclose”

Cohanim blowing
fanfare trumpets

Catalan Bible, 14" century

Three Distinct Trumpet Blasts

noun TIVYPT t'qgiy’ah
“sustained blowing”

noun DY t'ru’ah

“exulting”

noun OV sh'varim
“quavering”

verb Y-P-N t-q-°
“to blow”

verb VY-)-9  r-w-¢
“to raise a shout”

verb 9-21-VY sh-v-r
“to be broken”

Mishnah: 122 y'vavah

“wailing”

E)  Mishnah Rosh haShanah 4:9

woY MmN 410

The order of the [shofar] blowings [in the course

of the Rosh haShanah service] is three [three distinct portions of the Shofar service—]

Malchuyot Gates of Repentance p. 139 Mishkan haNefesh p. 136
Zichronot Gates of Repentance p. 143 Mishkan haNefesh p. 200
Shofarot Gates of Repentance p. 148 Mishkan haNefesh p. 264

VoY Vo Hv

- continued
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each of which consists of three [sets of soundings].
MMIN YOWD  NYpPn MYV
The measure of the sustained note [t’giy’ah] is three times that of the exulting note [t’ru’ah].
Mad Wowd  NIYNN WYY
The measure of the exulting note [t’ru’ah] is three times that of the quavering / wailing note
[sh’varim].

F)  John Ronald Reuel Tolkein (1892-1973), Lord of the Rings: Fellowsth of the Ring -
At that moment, among the trees nearby, a horn rang out. Itrent | s

the night like fire on a hill-top. “Awake! |Fear!||Fire!l [Foes!
Awake!” 1 2 3

The Brandybucks were blowing the Horn-Call of Buckland, that %
had not been sounded for a hundred years— not since the white |
wolves came in the Fell Winter, when the Brandywine River
had frozen over.

Far away, answering horns were heard. The alarm was spread- *
ing.

DNN NYYR NYPN G0 NIXIND >NV ‘['7 Ny

MNINHD NN YN N1YN m‘mb 15 P

G)  Numbers 10:2-7 - Make two clarion trumpets, forglng them out of silver. They
will serve you to summon the assemblage, and to signal the journeying of the camps.

TYIN SN NN SN NTYD D PIN ITYI 102 WPD)
When you blow a sustained note [t’giy’ah] with them both, let the entire community come
to meet you at the entryway of the Tent of Meeting;

XYY XIPN FYNT DROVIN PINITYD) WP NNNI DX
but if only one of them is blown a sustained note [t’qgiy’ah], then only the chieftains heading
those myriads of Israel are to come meet you.

TR DMND NHNBD VDY) NYIIN DRYRM
When you blow a ¢’ru’ah exulting blast, [that is the signal for] the encampment on the
Eastern side to set out;

[RR)ARRR [mRATRTR) 3'113[))_30 PON mvy YN ONYPM
then, when you blow a second ¢ 7u ‘ah exulting blast, [that is the signal for] the encampment
on the Southern side to set out.

D7OYORY WP NP
You are to blow the #’ru’ah exulting blast [as the
signal] for your journey-setting-out,
ND) WPDD SDpn My 0D o e @ L SRR
WD P e gta Tl e
T &&\\ o

while, for your summoning the assemblage in the \
encampment, you are to blow a ¢'giy ‘ah sustained \ \d g \ = ;
blast, and not a #’7u ‘ah exulting blast. « JX“ G {M\, &

- more over
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¥2Y O 72 PN) DNYI ¥IY DY ¥IY DY NNV ¥IY 77 N99)
MY DOYAIN) YYN DNHYND NNIY
H) [Leviticus 25:8-10 You are to count yourself seven weeks of years— seven
years, seven times, so that the total of the seven weeks of years shall be forty nine years.

19°3¥1 D>719970 D2 YN 11wy d¥a¥n ¥INI NN 997 N2y
n:m‘m b:: ‘191\’)

Then send out the shofar to sound exulting blasts in The Seventh Month on the tenth
day of The Seventh Month, on The Day of Atone-
ment, send the shofar through all your country.

MY OYNND MY X 0nYTH
Ha maYd HIH \IND T DNXIP
IMNK YN YN DNIY) DY 1200 NN
1YR INNGYR HN YWIN)

Thereby shall you have consecrated that fiftieth
year. Proclaim release throughout the land, to all its C}
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee year for you, when
everyone [who had sold off the use of, and access to,
it] shall return to his ancestral holdings, and every- e
one [who had sold himself into indenture] shall return to hlS own clan.

A broken stone discovered in
1968 pointing to the stairwell
leading to the high southwest
corner of the Jerusalem Temple.

inscription: NY>PNN N2
“to the t’kiy’ah-blowing place.”

- continued
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D727 172YN N9V DOYNID NYOY wWwpn”N
I) Judges 7:20 -  The three chieftains blew
their shofars, and smashed the jars [concealing their
lit torches].

| DY’ T2 DX7972 DIINHDY T2 IP1INN
YipNY N119IWN

" Holding the torches in their left hands and the
. shofars in their right to blow them,

YWY NP2 27N INIPN
\\ they cried aloud: “A sword for The Eternal One,
* and for Gid’on!”

M9V PN DYN YN

J)  Joshua 6:20 - All the people shouted
in exultation when [the seven Cohanim] blew
the shofars. B
99N JIP NX DY YNV O
‘15"1) ‘19\‘13‘\ oyn W’ﬂ’) 7

For upon hearlng the sound of the shofars,
the people shouted with a mighty shout— ' -

DYy 2y PDND NRIND 791 &=
PYN NN 1‘robn YN VN DPYD

at which the walls [of the city] collapsed
from under it, so that the people went up to W SR .
the city (each one running straight ahead of hlmself) and so captured the city.

K) Amos3:4-

11902 NY Oy Y3 79IV YP1) ON

When a shofar is blown in the city, should its residents not take alarm?

L) Isaiah 18:3 -

NIV 231 "2¥> 92
All you residing in the world, and living upon the earth:
WHYN IV ¥PNI) NN D7) DI NY)D
When a notice is posted, look to it; when a shofar is blown, take heed!
M) Jeremiah 4:5-6 -
JINN) WINYD DIYI NTIN2AITIN
1NN 1N7D INIP NINa ‘19?‘\’) WPn
Proclaim in Judah, announce in Jerusalem, and say:
“Blow a shofar through the land, and proclaim loudly, saying:
2431970 19 8 X123 199K

- more over
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YTRYD YN YD MY 0 INY
“‘Assemble, and let us go into the fortified cities!’”
Post a notice: “To Mount Zion.” Take refuge, do not delay—
SITINIY)  Yi9MH MO YN MY 72
For I bring evil from the north, and great disaster.

DY7ION 13"}0 VN 0’3130]
YPIRD) 0N PINN DY
UIN 99193 |

N) Nehemiah 4:12-14 - Every one |
of the builders had a sword sheathed at

his thigh, and the shofar blower was
constantly alongside me.

oN) DMND DN NN
DYDY YN) DONEN
nINY N NOROAN
IND Yy D719 NNINY
PN \U’Zj{ D’?Wﬂ: :

For I had told the supervisors and their assistants, and all the rest of the people engaged in

the labor: “We are numerous, and overly spread out— separated from each other a great
distance in our labors to rebuild the wall.

DND? INON IOIN INIPH NNY IDIVD 5P NN WHNYR IYN DIPNI
199

“At any locale where you hear the sound of the shofar, rally to us there— our God will
battle for us.”

J'\'\SS!'D Dﬂ)ﬁ"ﬂ DONN 9NN IND DY D2¥IN2 _IDH'J)Q 1N3ﬂ i)
0) Numbers 10:9-10 - And when you go off to war in your land against an enemy
who harries you, you are to blow a ¢ ru ‘ah exulting blast with the silver clarion-trumpets,
D2YNN DNYYN) ﬂ:"'\bN mn? ’)ﬁb [=FamlR)
that you may be remembered before The Eternal One, your God and you will be
saved from your foes.

DINNNY oYM

But on your joyous occasions,

Rabbi Shlomo Goren proclaims the reunification
of Jerusalem by blowing the shofar in front of the

Western Wall in the Old City - June 07, 1967

D__D"]}?’m;ﬂ
and at your designated once-a-year feast days,

DIYTN YUNIM

- continued
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and at your monthly New Moon celebrations,
297 17217 822 0¥ DYV AN 5Y) DYTDY 5y NIYXNI ONYPM
DTN BPNIN
you are to sound the clarion trumpets over your burnt offerings and your celebration
offerings, that there may be a remembrance of you\ before The Eternal One.

YY) NTROT DIPS ,F239Y 210 111212 93938 WDIIN TINY WY
D72 2RV RYN DNNT)

P)  High Holy Days Prayerbook, petitionary prayer - Our God, and God of our fore-

bears: remember us with a favorable recollection, and take us into account for

redemption and compassion from before You at the highest height.

TPT2Y SN PHY? DNIIN DNINTRD NIDN INTON NINY 137 991

And remember to our credit, O Eternal One, our God, the love of our forebears— Your
faithful servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel— - -
nyjjw’—] an Tvnn nN1 n’.]jyl—, an Gene.S]S 22:17-18 - “I will bestow My
T ooy v v *r = =i | blessing upon you and make your
ﬂz'ﬂ)ﬂﬂ .‘D:l NJ’:_IZ:{ DU‘lJBb 33)’ :-WJJ\’) descendants as numerous as the stars of
as well as the Covenant and the kindness and the | heaven and the sands on the seashore . . .

oath which You swore to our Patriarch Abraham at | and all the nations of the earth shall bless
Mount Moriah. themselves by your descendants.”

Q)  Areshet S fateinu (Shofar hymn from Seder Rav Amram, c. 850) -
NY)) D ON 70392 27 NIV NYIN
May the offering of our lips be sweet to You, O Got high and exalted,
MYPR P DYPDILIAD PINDI PN
Who heeds, hearkens, and comprehends the sound of our ¢ 'kiy ‘ah.
9390929991 979| 11¥72) DN Yapm

Accept, then, willingly and with compassion,

our remembrance-plea\.

NINY M9 N9 DWN IN PIYD MINVN 9o
%
R) Mishnah Rosh haShanah 3:2-4  Any kind of shofar
is acceptable except for one made from a cow, because it
is [not an antler, but rather] “a horn.”
N9INN P VIV 5 SV MIYN YUK SV 19V
ant
The shofar [blown in the Jerusalem Temple] on Rosh ha-
Shanah was a straight one, made from the horn of an
oryx, P and its mouthpiece was covered in gold.
PTTXN Y3 MOIXIEN N
The two silver clarion trumpets were blown alongside [the
shofar], one on either side.

991Y2 0N MSNY MIAXPND TIXIZN) TIND 9wV

- more over
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However, the shofar sounded a
long note, while the clarion

trumpets sounded shorter notes— per Psalm 47:6 -

for the religious duty of the day o ) )

focused on the shofar. =) 99Y¥ 53 NI’ YN DION N2Y
DO YV NMYNA | Godis exalted by means of a ¢ 71 'ah exulting blast;
902 N9INND 1N 129190 The Eternal One, by the sound of the shofar!

[The shofarot used] on a fast day

were made of rams’ horns, crooked, and their mouthpieces were covered in silver.

09N MY MODMIND TMIXIXN AXPN WY YNNNI MIXINN NV
MIYINNA

Two silver clarion trumpets were blown in the midst [of the several shofarot]. However,
the shofar sounded short
notes, while the clarion

per Numbers 10:9 (Text “O” above) - trumpets sounded longer
notes— for the religious

5'\"13'8‘;\3 Dﬂ”ﬂ‘u_'”_ ﬂ)QD'JD NNIJD ’31 duty of that day devolved

When you are in conflict, blow a #’ru’ah exulting blast | upon the clarion trum-
with the silver clarion-trumpets, = pets.

0HYY . .. NI 307 0PI

that you may be remembered before The Eternal One,

Rosh haShanah focused on the shofar

Fast-day focused on the clarion-trumpets

19th-century Ashkenazic shofar

ram’s horn boiled, straightened,
and pressed flat - engraved with
Genesis 22:13

Yemenite shofar

polished kudu horn, adorned in silver a
touched with gold accents

Iraqgi shofar

natural gemsbok oryx horn,
carved with scenes of Jerusalem

- continued
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Israeli shofar A2 M

ram’s horn, partly straightened, and ‘;-‘_
polished, painted with flowers;
vines; starry sky; and Jerusalem

MY 99995 12 WO 1D INON NPT MVN UNID 19 NYPNY 97N
QONITINN PN D179 DONIVN DYV
S) RaMBaM (Musa ibn-Maimun, 1135-1204), Mishneh Torah — Repentance 3:4 -
Even though the blowing of the shofar on Rosh haShanah is a Scriptural decree, there is an
intimation within it as if to say: “Awaken, O sleepers, from your sleepers, and nappers
from your dozing.

DONI2 IO NAIVNA 1IN DIOVYNID IWIN
“Search your deeds— remember your Creator, and return in penitence!”
PN ONIT PIN DN NI MIVA DI INNY IRPY DTX DI TIN 79D
25N PN INDT PN O DD 19) 29N
Accordingly each person should view themselves, throughout the year, as if they were half
righteous and half culpable (for, indeed, the whole world is half righteous and half
culpable!).
12 DM MDT 499 1915 ODIYN DO NN NINY NX YIION PN NNN MINHD NYY
DDW TIDY PYTNY MNIY NOSM NIV DN
Perform, therefore, a single mitzvah, and thereby one has not only conquered oneself, but
also offset the balance of the entire world in favor of merit, bringing about redemption
and deliverance for all— even as it is said “for the righteous is the foundation of this world”
[Proverbs 10:25].

NIV D271 1IN 99IVYN

T) RaMBaM (Musa ibn-Maimun, 1135-1204), Mishneh Torah — Implements 5:8 - A
shofar is immune from contracting ritual uncleanness.




