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“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology

e

D2 TN IWTON 1) NN T2
$ 1IN 01272 PIDY2 NN, PNIFNI NYTP YN

Parashat-haShavu’a Stats

Weekly Portion: Chol haMo’eid Pesach

Consists of?: Exodus 33:12-34:26

Sequence— “Torah Out Of Season,” reprising last month’s parashah “Ti Tissa”
in Exodus: 9th of 11
in annual Torah cycle: 21t of 54

A Salient Canapé Selected from the Portion -

Context:  Exodus, second of the Five Books of the Torah, is an account of how God
liberated the Israelites from Egypt and entered into a Covenant with us at Mount Sinai, and a
record of the legislations we undertook for the conduct of the society we were to establish in
the Promised Land.

Content: The "Covenant Redux” following the making of the Golden Calf highlights only
two Israelite duties: to forego idol-worship, and to hallow time by observing the three
Pilgrimage Feasts appointed by The Eternal One. Of those we focus on only one— the cur-
rent holiday of Passover— and the central religious duty associated with it.

- An Exercise in Juxtaposition, and Context -

Exodus 34:18 -

YR NINHD D NN
You are to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
1 NN SONA DI NYIV
For those seven days you are to eat [only] unleavened bread
TN TN
< |which I have commanded you

IAND VTN TYIN?

{ in grain-ripening season—

D791 NNY) 1IN YINI >

for it was in that grain-ripening season that you went forth from Egypt.

- more over
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noun X matzah plural NINNM matzot
X-X-1, “emptied out”
4x in Torah; none in NaCH 31x in Torah; 11 in NaCH

iﬂ’;l'bl;( ﬂN:l?] 1’?2}_( R4 ‘TND D2-93MM
A)  Genesis 19:3 -  Since [Lot] insisted, [the two angelic messengers sent to Sodom]
turned aside and entered his house,
M¥P NRYN DNy wyn
1IN NN
where he made them a feast, and

baked [cakes of] matzah for them to
eat.

Druze women
baking flatbread

DY OT) Wy NI W)
MY NP NN
B) Judges 6:19 - Whereupon
Gideon went in and prepared a goat-kid, and a baking-of-flour [into cakes of] matzah.
VU221 NIND NN DN PIN XY M192 DY PN D92 DY Twan
Putting the meat in a basket, and the pan-dripping gravy into a pan, he took them out to
[the angelic messenger] under the oak tree and served it.

INN2IN NN N2 P 7)Y YN
C) ISamuel 28:24-25 -  Now [this seer of Ein-Dor] had a stall-fattened calf at her
home, which she hastened to slaughter.

N INOM YIM NP NpM
Then she took flour; and, having kneaded it, baked it into [cakes of] matzah.
NIND 12722 35721 INP1 1IN P TIY 292) DINY 297 VIm
These she served before [King] Saul and his attendants— who, having eaten it, arose and
left that same night.

recipe for baking pitah recipe for baking lafah
Combine 1 cup water with a packet of Stir into 12 cups lukewarm water a
yeast and a pinch of sugar, and stir tablespoon of sugar and 2% teaspoons of
until dissolved. . . . yeast, and stir until dissolved. . .

- continued
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PAN NIV 121 XD NIYW DI MIN
D) Mishnah P’sachim 10:4 - They pour out the Second Cupl, after recitation of the
Festival Evening Qiddush], and this is the point where the child makes inquiry of the parent.

993w MYON Yon NN NYYON NINWI NN ITHDN PAN J22 NYT PR DN)
1IN 1210 NN NDOON NN AN PN 1IN MIPoN

But if the child is too young, the parent prompts them: “How different tonight is, from all
other nights! For, whereas on all other nights we eat either leavened bread or matzah,

tonight it is exclusively matzah!”

NOID XD “the Feast of Passover”

only in our present passage,
Exodus 34:25

MINNAD N “the Feast of Matzor”

9x in TaNaCH,
4 of them in Torah

528 VYN NIND  “the unleavened bread which I have commanded you”

Genesis 3 -

eating the fruit of the Tree (2x).

Exodus 31 -

producing the accessories of the Mishkan (2x).

Deuteronomy 12:21 -

eating first-born livestock at home (rather than at
God’s Altar in the national shrine).

Exodus 23:15 and 34:18 -

eating matzah at the Passover season.

E) Midrash Sifrei, Re’eh 23 -

DU 0 - IDIY IURD
noMNYI

“Which I have commanded you” - just
as holy sacrifices must be properly
slaughtered,

NVXNYA POIN N
s0, too must routine meat be properly
slaughtered.

OYPNI OOVTP NI
Similarly, just as holy sacrifices are as-

sociated with a place[— namely, the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem—]

DIPNA POIN N
so, too is routine meat associated with
that same place [ref. Deuteronomy 12:21].

F) Talmud, Chullin 85b -

YN MOLXIY TN TNNY IYND
YN DY
“Even as I have commanded you” [Deu-
teronomy 12:21] teaches you that Moses
was instructed concerning the [simulta-
neous severing of the] trachea and the
esophagus [when sacrificing],

OV 9Iva TN 2 DY) PN ON
1NN22 DMV AN

that [kosher slaughtering involves] the
greater part of either of them for birds,
and both of them for livestock.

- more over
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‘\\’)B relative pronoun -  “that which” 4,829x in TaNaCH
‘\\’JZ_‘C_! conjunction - “inasmuch as” 17x in TaNaCH
‘\\’)Z_‘Q relative adverb -  “at such time as” 496x in TaNaCH

DN QDY N2 YN 02 IO J2TN YY1 DNN W DM YN VDY
DIPNYT YD NN DOND I1FD YN PNN

G) RaMBaN (Bonastruc da Porta, 1194-1270) on Leviticus 4:22 - The conjunction
YN asher has many uses, among them as a designator of a specific time, as in “when
Joseph came up to his brothers [Genesis 37:23]” or “when they had eaten all of the grain
[Genesis 43:2]” and the like.
DN D)2 NYAY DIIN NIN’ NINN IN WNHYR IYN 12720 NN 1)
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The same holds for “the blessing [coming to you] once you have hearkened to the com-
mandment of the Eternal One, your God [which | am commanding you this day” - Deutero-
nomy 11:27],” and “for seven days you will eat [only] the unleavened bread which I have
commanded you” means “at that time that I commanded you.”

YN 55 IMIN KN Y2 NN 22T 7PN NN - YR NINND IN-NN

2AND YN NON N2 RN NHY OTD TN
H) Midrash M’chilta d’Rabi Y1shmaEl Mlshpatlm 20 - “You are to keep the Feast
of Unleavened Bread” - it was on the basis of this that Rabbi Judah ben-Bateira says that
Scripture adds “which I have commanded you” in order that you should not be bringing
[the Passover offering at any other time] except “in grain-ripening season.”

- Tracking Incidence of 1s*-Day Passover on 15" of Nissan -
first full-moon following The Vernal Equinox (=March 20 * one day)

2014 Aprl 15 2019  April 20 +20 | 2024  April 23 +18
2015  April 4 -11 2020  April 9 -11 2025  April 13 -10
2016  April 23 +19 2021 March 28 -11 2026 April2 -11
2017  April 11 -12 2022 April 16 +19 2027  April 22 +20
2018  March 31 -11 2023  April 6 -10 2028  April 11 -11

lunar-to-solar-year leap-year adjustment

disparity September 22-23 disparity
Autumnal Equinox
11 days 19 days
* one day * one day

June 20-22

Summer Solstice

December 21-22
Winter Solstice

March 20-21
Vernal Equinox - continued
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Y2 Y 3hn DY) Yoy
I)  Exodus 23:14-15 - Three regular occasions you are to feast to Me each year.

IHYR NINHD IN-NN

You are to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
HNY? 1295 DIAND YIN TYIND NN TYUND NiNn DINR D) Nyay
029391
For seven days you will eat [only] unlea-
vened bread at that time that I have com- o
manded you— in grain-ripening season, DIXNPN NRY? ANND \’J"l’ﬁ:l )
for it was that you went forth | for it was in that grain-ripening season
from Egypt. — | that you went forth from Egypt.

Hence in Exodus 34:18 -

-IYN DRI DY 9IPYRD-oY) NPV SDY-DY NNY OTD-M NP2
DN NN WIN
J)  Exodus 12:7-8,12:11 - They are to take some of the blood, and they are to
place it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of
the houses in which they will eat it.

UN-DN DD 12722 TwaN-NN IDION)

ﬁbaw 0990~ -5y NI

Then they are to eat of the flesh that same night
roasted in fire, eating it on unleavened bread
with bitter herbs.

NN 199NR 122
And in this manner are you to eat it:

D0 5701

with your loins girded;

B22)73 DY)

your shoes on your feet;
D273 D27
and your staves in your hands.
NIM2 XIN ND TN NN DNYON)

For you are to eat it in haste— because it is the Passing-over offering for the Eternal One.

22 NY NAN-N1AY DAY VIR DNY NP NN YTN2 Tvya
K) Exodus 12:3,12:6-  Onthe tenth day of this month they are to take themselves
one sheep apiece (a sheep per household),
M0 YIN2 D1 IYY NY2IN TY NpYNRY 032 M)
guarding it until the fourteenth day of this month—
D30 12 INIW?-NTY Tp 52 IR 10N Y)

then all the assemblage of the community of Israel will slaughter it at dusk.

- more over
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Principal Egyptian Deities

Amun-Ra Ptah (Osms)

10y 1299 NiN? N WX DIPR3 1P NS PN NI NP DNAY)
oY
L) Deuteronomy 16:2-3 - You are to offer up the Passover offering to the Eternal
One, whether from the flock or the herd, only in that place which the Eternal One will

have chosen as the abode of the Divine Name.
2y cmb N 1YY JINM 02 NYAY NNN PIY DINN NO
You are not to eat it with leavened bread;
for those [ensuing] seven days you are to eat
with it only matzah, the bread of affliction,
D273 X0 NI 1IN 2
since it was in haste that you went forth from
the land of Egypt—
D130 YR TONY DY NN 1310 Wi
jhedale Ml
in order that you may remember the occasion
when you went forth from the land of Egypt all
the days of your life.

TV22 D) IYY DI T2 X1N) NONY NI TYN D)) IIX NI N
M) Midrash Sifrei, Shof’tim 19 -  Note that God says [to Solomon]: “Moreover I have
granted you that which you did not request for yourself— both wealth and glory [I Kings
3:13].”7

T9 3199 NN PTINN KOW NN DY T2 XNN)
“I have granted you” that, the receipt of which I had not made conditional upon [your
compliance with] the Torah;

YUY 19 ONX NINX 79 19X RI O>MINNY NN DY 72 70N)
and “I have granted you” that, the receipt of which I had stipulated not to give to you,
absent your compliance.

A2 222 DDA PIAN NT 720 IWND 2297 7210 DX NHN) MIN NN 1)
YR Y9N YPN PIMY WK Y9 NivY
That is why Scripture continues further: “It is you only if you walk before Me even as

your father David did, wholeheartedly and with integrity and doing all that I have com-
manded, and if you keep My statutes and regulations [l Kings 9:4].”

- continued
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TNIN2 2INDD NDA2 NN NDYIN ORI MNND O”PH 3D NN 1991 NN
INZIN> DI7IN-DY NIND?
N) “Kavvanah” (preliminary meditation) from the Passover Haggadah - I hereby
prepare my innermost being to fulfill the commandment of my Creator by eating bitter

herbs on Passover, even as it is written in Your Torah: “let them eat it on unleavened
bread with bitter herbs [= Text J above].”

NN NI ANNAY DUY MM Y93 SNNRYS 1PN SN NYIYW )I¥YY 1)
MIND MTAYN DNPND ORI 12 5
May it be Your Will that this be counted to my merit as if I had fulfilled thereby all
the commandments taught in Your Torah, that thereby I and all the House of Israel be
deemed worthy of being redeemed from servitude to freedom.

NN 5Y M) PRIYHT NYTP WK DIV To0 WY 2 NAN 73
'\1'\@
We praise You, Eternal One, our God and universal Ruler, Whose mitzvot fill our lives
with meaning and Who has instructed us concerning the eating of bitter herbs.

DY NI2TN YTN? 137 INYD
DY DN Ry NN ONI D
DNVNDIOPYY TR YINT DN NI GUN
WION NIV NN NIODIN I INTY)

O) Isaiah 52:9-12 -
Break forth and shout together, O ruins of Jerusalem,
As the Eternal One consoles His people and redeems Jerusalem.
The Might of the Eternal will be revealed in the sight of all the nations,
So that all the ends of the earth shall see  our God’s triumph!

IWIN-DN NPV DYN INY IND IND
A IRFRRIN)) 19270 PPN INY
PI7N NI NONN INYD 9N NI )
NI TN DIIOX NNy 02297 TIN-2
Turn aside, turn from there and touch nothing ritually unclean;
Keep yourself pure as you go forth, O you who carry God’s vessels!
For you will not go forth in haste, neither shall you flee as you go—

Because the Eternal One will lead you, and the God of Israel is your rear-guard!



