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“Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates
correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality”

Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology
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Parashat-haShavu’a Stats

“Tachometer Torah”

...read down to the red line

Weekly Portion:

Consists of:

Sequence—
in Genesis:

Leich L’cha
Genesis 12:1-17:27

3 of 12
3 of 54

in annual Torah cycle:

A Salient Selection from the Portion -
Genesis 12:1-7

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the
physical universe,; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective nations;
and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as the
foundation of the Israelite people.

Content:  7he history of the Jewish people begins with Abraham— whose departure from
his setting becomes an archetype for all of Jewish history.

12:1] - The Eternal One said to Avram, “Get
yourself out of your land; the place of your
birth; and your father’s house, to the land that
I will show you.
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12:2] - “I will make of you a great nation, and ?
I will bless you; I will make your name great, '
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and you shall be a blessing. [12:3] - T will -
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bless those who bless you, and curse the one 13 1293 WNN "[577)31 T3
who curses you; all the families of the earth
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shall bless themselves by you.”

12:4] - So Avram left, as The Eternal One
had said to him (and Lot went with him).
Avram was seventy-five years old, at the time
he went forth from Charan.

12:5a] - Avram took his wife Sarai; his
brother’s son, Lot; all the substance they had
amassed; and the souls they had acquired in
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Charan, and set out for the land of Canaan.

12:5b] - When they arrived in the land of
Canaan, [12:6a] - Avram passed through the
land as far as the site of Shechem, at the
terebinth of Moreh.

12:6b] - The Canaanites were established in the
land, [12:7a] - so The Eternal One appeared to
Avram and said: “it is to your descendants that
I will assign this land.”

12:7b] - At which he built an altar there to The
Eternal One, Who had appeared to him.
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12:1 - “Get yourself out from your land...”
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12:4 - So Avram left, as The Eternal One had said to him

TEIND 99 79

A)  Soniah Shah (1969-),
The Next Great Migration -

The genetic record demonstrates that West-
ern Europeans of today are hybrid descend-
ants, like the rest of us. The past is, in other
words, as [Harvard geneticist David] Reich
notes, “no less complicated than the pre-
sent.” We weren’t migrants once, in the dis-
tant past, and then again in the most recent
modern era, with a long defining period of
stillness in between. We’ve been migrants
all along.

B) Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm,
Kinder- und Hausmdrchen (1812),
“The Knapsack, the Hat, and the Horn” -

There were once three brothers, who had
fallen deeper and deeper into poverty. At
last, their need was so great that they had to
endure hunger, having nothing left to eat or
drink.

At that point they resolved: “We cannot go
on like this; we had better go out into the
world and seek our fortune [Hinaus in die
Welt und unser Gliick suchen].”

Indo-European bher

v
Latin fors “chance; luck; destiny”
fortuna ‘‘having, by virtue of chance”
v
French fortune ‘“‘chance; luck; destiny”
v
English fortune “wealth” [17™ century]

“happenstance; luck”

“carry; bear [whatever chance] brings”

- continued
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1) Fortune Favors the Bold -

Jacob Genesis 28:10-11, 28:20-22 -
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Jacob left Be’er-Sheva to go to Charan. He came to a place, and settled there for the
night— for the sun had gone down.
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[The next mormng, after h1s encouragmg dream )] Jacob swore a vow: “If God is truly w1th
me, to guard me on this road I am traveling; if He gives me food to eat and garments to
wear; and if I return whole to my father’s house,
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“then The Eternal One will be my God; this rock, which I have raised up as a marker pillar,
will be The House Of God; and of all You will have given me, I will give a tenth-portion
to You!”

Outcome:
C) Genesis 30:43 - D) Genesis 32:11 -
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The man’s endeavors increased might- "[‘r :l)) J']N J'\’\’))) ‘\\‘)N
ily— “I am unworthy of all the faithfulness that
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for he had many flocks, as well as man- nIN» 7)\))7 MDD
and maidservants, camels, and donkeys. “for T last crossed this Jordan with but the

staff in my hand, but am now become two
entire encampments!”

Judah Genesis 38:1-3 -

Now about that tlme Judah went down
from his brothers[, at their hilltop home of
Chevron], and encamped together with an
Adullamite fellow named Heerah.
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There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaanite
man named Shu’a,
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whom he married. After he had been inti- Beersheba P
mate with her, she birthed a son. . . . @

.Bethlepem

.Gedor

Lachishg P e

Eglon.
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Outcome: progressive levels of national leadership . we are called “Jews.”

Genesis 46:28 - MIVA 1192 NIINY qDI DN 19399 NHY NHN> NN
It was Judah that [Jacob] dlspatched before hlm to lead him to J oseph and to
show [the household of Israel] the way to the land of Goshen.

Genesis 49:8,49:10 - AN )2 T2 NNV ... PON P ANX NPHN?

Judah, itis you that your brothers must acknowledge;
Before you will your father’s sons bow low.
11 Samuel 5:3 - INIY? DY 90T TIT NN INYNN INIYW? 1P D2 ININ

All the elders of the Israehtes came and anomted David to be klng over all Israel.

2) Going Willingly -
Nehemiah — Nehemiah 2:3, 2:5
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look dejected, when the 01ty of my ancestors’ graves is a ruin, and her gates have been con-
sumed by fire? If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, send me
to Judah, to the city of my ancestors’ graves, to rebuild it.”

Outcome: Imperial wine-steward promoted to NN pasha [“district governor”] of Judah.

Akkadian W =TI  bel pahati “lord of the district”
Persian 01-::‘-3\-,-.} pad’shah  “royal master”
Turkish ml—} pasha « ,

Arabic L bdshd} o

- twelve-year rule: governed with probity, and supported his administrative staff out
of his own pocket, as part of his measures to relieve the burden of imperial taxation
on the people. Nehemiah 5:7-19

- Dbolstered national pride (and secured the people from attacks by their Samaritan and
Arab neighbors) by rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.
Nehemiah 6:15

- coordinated Ezra’s public reading— and the peoples’ canonization— of the Torah.
Nehemiah 8-10

Ruth Ruth 1:16, 1:18-19 -
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Ruth said: “Do not entreat me to leave you, nor to follow after you— for wherever you
go, I will go;

- continued
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) Jericho
wherever you lodge, will I lodge.
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Seeing that she was resolved to go éllong with her,

[Naomi] ceased discouraging her. So the two of them
went on their way, until their arrival at Bet-Lechem.

Outcome: progenitress of the royal dynasty of Israel.

Lineage of the Chieftains of Judah
[Ruth 4:18-2]

Judah > Peretz <=1 generations entering Egyp{

Cheztron > Ram > ‘AmiNadav > Nachshon (=1 [generations enslaved in Egypt

lgenerations free in Canaan/=) Salmah > Bo|’|az > ‘Oveid > Y’shai >

f King of
all Israel

3) Going Unwillingly -
Moses Exodus 2:15, 3:10, 4:12-13 —

291 NYH N2 NYD NN HIN2 YR NN 1270 DN NYI2 ynun
NP2 XIM3 2PN NY2
When Pharaoh learned of the matter, he sought to kill Moses. So Moses fled on account
of [the wrath of] Pharaoh, and settled in the land of Midian.
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“Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh and you shall free My people, the Israehtes
from Egypt. . . . Now go, and I will be with you as you speak, and will instruct you what
to say.”
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To which [Moses] replied: “prithee, my lord— please send [Your message to Pharaoh] by
means of whomever You wish to send.”

Outcome: liberates the Israelites, and lays the foundation for ethical monotheism.

Deuteronomy 34:10 - ﬁ\’)ﬁb bN'l\’)’:l Ty N*2) O Nb]

- more over




Shabbat Leich L’cha — October 24, 2026 - page 6

And there has never since arisen in Israel a prophet the like of Moses, whom
God knew face to Face; for all the signs and wonders that The Eternal One
sent him to perform in the land of Egypt before Pharaoh, his court, and his
entire land; nor for the mighty deeds and awesome acts that Moses wrought
in the sight of all Israel.

Jonah Jonah 1:1-3 -
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The word of The Eternal One came to Jonah son of Amlttal “Arise, and go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim judgment upon it— for their wickedness has come before Me.”
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So Jonah arose— and fled to Tarshlsh away from the Presence of The Eternal One.
Going down to Yafo, he found a ship bound for Tarshish; paid its fare; and went down to
sail with them to Tarshish, away from the Presence of The Eternal One.

Q.
Tarsesos /

.Yafo

Outcome: he brings about the penitence— and hence the redemption— of the wicked.

Jonah 3:5-6, 3:10 - DIy NN 0onYNa 113”) ’\’))N 122N
The people of Nineveh believed God. They proclalmed a fast, and great and
small alike put on sackcloth. When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he
rose from his throne; divested himself of his royal robes; put on sackcloth; and
sat in ashes.
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God, seeing what they had done— how they were turning back from their
evil ways— renounced the punishment planned for them, and did not
carry it out.

4) No Choice in the Matter -

Kayin Genesis 4:10, 4:12,4:16 -
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“Your brother’s bloods cry out to me from the soil— wherefore you are to be even more

cursed than the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your
hand. You shall become a ceaseless wanderer on the earth.”

- continued
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So Kayin went forth from the Presence of The Eternal One, and settled into the land of
Nod, to the east of Eiden.

Outcome: his descendants, compelled to endeavor and diversify, create civilization.

Genesis 4:17-22 - THN NI OYI PYN DY XIPN Y N2 »0DN
He founded a city, which he named after his son Chanoch.
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[Of his subsequent descendants ,] Yaval was the forerunner of those who dwell
in tents and herd livestock;
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his brother Yuval was the forerunner of those who play the lyre and the pipe;
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and his half-brother Tubal- Kayln was the forerunner of all those who fabricate
in brass and iron.

Joseph Genesis 39:1, 39:19-20 -
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Once Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, Poti- Far— an Egypt1an who was a
cabinet minister of Pharaoh, his Minister of Justice— bought him from the Ishmaelites
who had brought him there.
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When his master heard the story that his wife told him (“Your slave did thus and so to me”)
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he became furious, and consigned him to the prison where criminals of the empire were
kept in ward. So it was that Joseph was imprisoned.

Outcome: you can’t keep a good man down: consistently pushed down, Joseph continually
rises to the top:

- principal manager of his older brothers in running their father’s Shechem |
far-flung pastoralist enterprise, operating from Be’er-Sheva to
Shechem from headquarters in Chevron f
Genesis 37:12-13

Chevron

- majordomo of the estate of his Egyptian master. >

Genesis 39:5-6 /

- prime minister and high priest of all Egypt. o
Genesis 41:39-46

Be'er-Sheva

- more over
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E) Claude Reignier Conder (1848-1910), Judas Maccabceus, and the Jewish War of Inde—
pendence (1872) - Jerusalem’s position, shut in at the e

back of the Judean watershed, while affording it security,
was at the same time unfavorable to communication with

HERC - | the rest of the world, and
( possessed of only one
spring. . . . Shechem,

Mt Carmel | A \
Endar . . .
Megiddo * *Shuneny  with its beautiful gardens
nJezreel .
Dothan and abundant springs—

~ being in a central position
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of the country and easily
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F) Joshua 24:32 -
them out of Egypt, they buried in Shechem,

® Aphek accessible, yet strongly de- [
B = Shiloh / .
(¢ fended by mountains on all g
e AiGilga_lfifj sides— is more likely &~
E

than is Jerusalem to be in £~
the future the political centre of the country

The bones of Joseph Wthh the Israehtes had brought up w1th
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in a portion of that field which Jacob had bought
from the sons of [the city chief] Chamor, father of
Shechem, for a hundred ¢q ’sitah [Genesis 33:19],

9N 9PV 2335 PN
for they had become the legacy of the descend-
ants of Joseph.

Genesis 48:22 -
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Moreover, I have assigned you—
over your brothers— Shechem.
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G) Genesis 42:24 -
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He turned away from
[his brothers], to weep.

H) Genesis 43:30 -
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Joseph hastened away—
because his compassion
was aroused towards his
brothers, and he was
about to cry;
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Then[, when he had com-
posed himself,] he re-

turned to speak with

NIY
them further. T

so he went off to his
room, and wept there.
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I) Genesis 50:25 -
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Joseph exacted an oath
of all Israel: “God will

assuredly one day take
note of you—
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“so[, when that happens,]
bring up my bones out

"’

of here with you!

- continued
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J)  Midrash Ecclesiastes Rabbah 5:4 [expansion of Talmud, Rosh haShanah 19b] - Three
things annul a destructive decree. They are: prayer, righteousness, and repentance.
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All three are taught in a single verse— even as it is written: “And My People, upon whom
My Name is called, will humble themselves and pray and seek My presence, and they will
turn from their evil ways; then I will hear from On High, and forgive their sin, and heal
their land” [Il Chronicles 7:14].
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Rabbi Muna said that fasting, too[, can change to a positive outcome]— even as it is said in
Scripture: “The Eternal One will answer you in the day of distress” [Psalm 20:2].

NYYN MNPV DYN NPV GN IDIXR Y0P ') RPN
Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yossi say that changing your name, and a change in comportment
[can also implement a change in outcome].
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And there are those who say: also \a change of venue}f even as it is written: “Get
yourself out of your land[. . . and I will make you a blessing].”
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“Who change their place,  change their luck.”
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