
שטיקל תורהאַ      A Little Slice of Torah 
וואָך דער  פרשת פוּן       from the weekly portion 

October 24, 2026 

       “Fostering diverse modes of attention to textual details cultivates 

       correlative forms of attention to the world and divine reality” 

             Michael Fishbane (1943- ), Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology 

 אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם,   בָרוּךְ אַתָה יְיָ,
 וְצִוָּנוּ לַעֲסוֹק בְדִבְרֵי תוֹרָה:   אֲשֶר קִדְשָנוּ בְמִצְוֹתָיו,

 

 

    Parashat-haShavu’a Stats 

  Weekly Portion:  Leich L’cha 

  Consists of:   Genesis 12:1-17:27 

  Sequence—     

  in Genesis:        3rd of 12 

 in annual Torah cycle:    3rd  of  54 

    

A Salient Selection from the Portion - 

Genesis 12:1-7 

Context:  Genesis, first of the Five Books of the Torah, is an outline of the Creation of the 
physical universe; a description of the origin of the human family by their respective nations; 
and an account of Abraham’s and Sarah’s lineage through their grandson Jacob as the 
foundation of the Israelite people.  

Content:    The history of the Jewish people begins with Abraham— whose departure from 
his setting becomes an archetype for all of Jewish history. 
 

 

 

12:1] - The Eternal One said to Avram, “Get 

yourself out of your land; the place of your 

birth; and your father’s house, to the land that 

I will show you.  

ם    אַבְרָֹ אֶל  ה  יְהוָֹ ֹּאמֶר  לְך  לֶךְוַי
אָבִיךָ  ית  וּמִבֵּ  מ  אַרְצְךָ  וּמִמּוֹלַדְתְךָ 

 אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר אַרְאֶךָ 
 

12:2] – “I will make of you a great nation, and 

I will bless you; I will make your name great, 

and you shall be a blessing. [12:3] - I will 

bless those who bless you, and curse the one 

who curses you; all the families of the earth 

shall bless themselves by you.”  

דול וַאֲבָרֶכְךָ וַאֲגַדְלָה  ך לְגוי גָֹ  וְאֶעֶשְֹּ
ה  וַאֲבָרְכָה  כָֹ בְרָֹ  שְמֶךָ  וֶהְי ה 
בְךָ  וְנִבְרְכוּ  אָאֹר  וּמְקַלֶלְךָ   מְבָרֲכֶיךָ 

כֹל מִשְפְחֹת הָאֲדָמָה 

 

12:4] – So Avram left, as The Eternal One 

had said to him (and Lot went with him). 

Avram was seventy-five years old, at the time 

he went forth from Charan.   

ה  יו יְהוָֹ לָֹ בֶר א  ם כַאֲשֶר דִּ  וַי לֶךְ אַבְרָֹ
לוֹט  אִתוֹ  בֶן  וַיֵּלֶךְ  ש  וְאַבְרָם  חָמֵּ

חָרָן  אתוֹ מֵּ  שָנִים וְשִבְעִים שָנָה בְצֵּ
 

12:5a] - Avram took his wife Sarai; his 

brother’s son, Lot;  all the substance they had 

amassed;  and  the souls  they had acquired  in 

אֶת  אַבְרָם  אִשְתוֹ   וַיִקַח  רַי  וְאֶת שָֹ
 רְכוּשָם אֲשֶר כָל  וְאֶת לוֹט בֶן אָחִיו



           - more over 
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Charan, and set out for the land of Canaan.   בְחָרָן אֲשֶר עָשֹוּ  וְאֶת הַנֶפֶש   רָכָשוּ 
  וַיֵּצְאוּ לָלֶכֶת אַרְצָה כְנַעַן

 

12:5b] - When they arrived in the land of 

Canaan, [12:6a] - Avram passed through the 

land as far as the site of Shechem, at the 

terebinth of Moreh.  

אַבְרָם  כְנָעַן וַיַעֲבֹר  אַרְצָה   וַיָבֹאוּ 
לוֹן אֵּ עַד  שְכֶם  מְקוֹם  עַד   בָאָרֶץ 

 מוֹרֶה 
 

12:6b] - The Canaanites were established in the 

land,  [12:7a] – so The Eternal One appeared to 

Avram and said: “it is to your descendants that 

I will assign this land.”  

אֶל  יְהוָֹה  וַיֵּרָא  בָאָרֶץ  אָז   וְהַכְנַעֲנִי 
אֶת  ן  אֶתֵּ לְזַרְעֲךָ  וַיאֹמֶר   אַבְרָם 

הָאָרֶץ הַזאֹת 
 

12:7b] – At which he built an altar there to The 

Eternal One, Who had appeared to him.  
לָיו  חַ לַיהוָֹה הַנִרְאֶה אֵּ  וַיִבֶן שָם מִזְבֵּ

 

  

 
 

  

 

אַרְצְךָ לְך לֶךְ    מֵּ
12:1 -  “Get yourself out from your land…” 
 

לָיו יְהוָֹה  ם  כַאֲשֶר דִבֶר אֵּ  וַי לֶךְ אַבְרָֹ

12:4 -  So Avram left, as The Eternal One had said to him 
 

 
A) Soniah Shah (1969- ), 

The Next Great Migration - 

 

The genetic record demonstrates that West-

ern Europeans of today are hybrid descend-

ants, like the rest of us.   The past is, in other 

words, as [Harvard geneticist David] Reich 

notes, “no less complicated than the pre-

sent.” We weren’t migrants once, in the dis-

tant past, and then again in the most recent 

modern era, with a long defining period of 

stillness in between.  We’ve been migrants 

all along.  

B) Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm, 

Kinder- und Hausmärchen (1812), 

“The Knapsack, the Hat, and the Horn” -  

There were once three brothers, who had 

fallen deeper and deeper into poverty.  At 

last, their need was so great that they had to 

endure hunger, having nothing left to eat or 

drink.   
 

At that point they resolved: “We cannot go 

on like this; we had better go out into the 

world and seek our fortune   [Hinaus in die 

Welt und unser Glück suchen].” 

 

Indo-European   bher     “carry; bear [whatever chance] brings” 

              

Latin           fors     “chance; luck; destiny”              

     fortuna   “having, by virtue of chance”   
              

French           fortune “chance; luck; destiny” 
              

English      fortune “wealth” [17th century]  

    “happenstance; luck”                               



           - continued
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1) Fortune Favors the Bold –  
 

Jacob  Genesis 28:10-11, 28:20-22 - 

בַע וַיֵּלֶךְ חָרָנָה וַיִפְגַע בַמָּקוֹם וַיָלֶן שָם כִי בָא הַשֶמֶש   ר שָֹ בְא  א יַעֲקֹּב מִּ   וַי צ 
Jacob left Be’er-Sheva to go to Charan.  He came to a place, and settled there for the 

night— for the sun had gone down.  

אמֹר אִם  יִהְיֶה אֱלֹהִים עִמָּדִי וּשְמָרַנִי בַדֶרֶךְ הַזֶה אֲשֶר אָנֹכִי   וַיִדַר יַעֲקֹב נֶדֶר לֵּ
ית אָבִי ךְ וְנָתַן לִי לֶחֶם לֶאֱכֹל וּבֶגֶד לִלְבֹש וְשַבְתִי בְשָלוֹם אֶל בֵּ  הוֹלֵּ

[The next morning, after his encouraging dream,] Jacob swore a vow: “If God is truly with 

me, to guard me on this road I am traveling; if He gives me food to eat and garments to 

wear; and if I return whole to my father’s house,  

ית אֱלֹהִים  בָה יִהְיֶה בֵּ מְתִי מַצֵּ אלֹהִים  וְהָאֶבֶן הַזאֹת אֲשֶר שַֹ  וְהָיָה יְהוָֹה לִי לֵּ
ר אֲעַשְרֶנוּ לָךְ   וְכֹל אֲשֶר תִתֶן לִי עַשֵּ

“then The Eternal One will be my God; this rock, which I have raised up as a marker pillar, 

will be The House Of God; and of all You will have given me, I will give a tenth-portion 

to You!” 

 
Outcome:   
 

C)   Genesis 30:43 -  

יש מְאֹּד מְאֹּד  אִּ פְרֹּץ הָֹ   וַיִּ
The man’s endeavors increased might-

ily— 

וּשְפָחוֹת  רַבוֹת  צאֹן   וַיְהִי לוֹ 
 וַעֲבָדִים וּגְמַלִים וַחֲמֹרִים 

for he had many flocks, as well as man- 

and maidservants, camels, and donkeys. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

D)   Genesis 32:11 -  

מִכֹל הַחֲסָדִים וּמִכָל הָאֱמֶת    קָטֹנְתִי 
יתָ אֶת עַבְדֶךָ   אֲשֶר עָשִֹ

“I am unworthy of all the faithfulness that 

You have shown to Your servant— 
הַזֶה  ן  אֶת הַיַרְדֵּ עָבַרְתִי  בְמַקְלִי   כִי 

י מַחֲנוֹת   וְעַתָה הָיִיתִי לִשְנֵּ
“for I last crossed this Jordan with but the 

staff in my hand, but am now become two 

entire encampments!” 

 


Judah   Genesis 38:1-3 -  

יו וַיֵּט עַד אִיש עֲדֻלָמִי וּשְמוֹ חִירָה    ת אֶחָֹ א  ה מ  ת הַהִוא וַי רֶד יְהוּדָֹ  וַיְהִי בָעֵּ
Now about that time Judah went down 

from  his brothers[, at their hilltop home of 

Chevron], and encamped together with an 

Adullamite fellow named Heerah. 

כְנַעֲנִי     בַת אִיש  יְהוּדָה   וַיַרְא שָם 
  וּשְמוֹ שוּעַ 

There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaanite 

man named Shu’a, 

ן  לֶד בֵּ לֶיהָ  וַתַהַר וַתֵּ  וַיִקָחֶהָ וַיָבאֹ אֵּ
whom he married.  After he had been inti-

mate with her, she birthed a son. . . . 

 
             - more over
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Outcome:  progressive levels of national leadership    ⸫ we are called “Jews.”  
 

Genesis 46:28 -  ף לְהוֹרֹת לְפָנָיו גשְנָה יו אֶל יוֹסֵּ נָֹ לַח לְפָֹ ה שָֹ  אֶת יְהוּדָֹ

 It was Judah that [Jacob] dispatched before him, to lead him to Joseph and to 

 show [the household of Israel] the way to the land of Goshen. 
 

Genesis 49:8, 49:10 -  ָי אָבִיך ה יודוּך אַחֶיך  . . . יִשְתַחֲווּ לְךָ בְנֵּ ה אַתָֹ  יְהוּדָֹ
 Judah, it is you      that your brothers     must acknowledge;   

 Before you       will your father’s sons  bow low.  
 

II Samuel 5:3 -    ל א  רָֹ שְֹּ ל   וַיִמְשְחוּ אֶת דָוִד  לְמֶלֶךְ עַל יִּ רָאֵּ י יִשְֹ  וַיָבֹאוּ כָל זִקְנֵּ
 All the elders of the Israelites came and anointed David to be king over all Israel. 

 
2)  Going Willingly –  
 

Nehemiah –  Nehemiah 2:3, 2:5 

ית קִבְרוֹת אֲבֹתַי רְעוּ פָנַי אֲשֶר הָעִיר בֵּ  וָאֹמַר לַמֶּלֶךְ הַמֶּלֶךְ לְעוֹלָם יִחְיֶה מַדוּעַ לאֹ יֵּ
ש וָאֹמַר לַמֶּלֶךְ אִם  עַל הַמֶּלֶךְ טוֹב וְאִם  יִיטַב עַבְדְךָ  בָה וּשְעָרֶיהָ אֻכְלוּ בָאֵּ  חֲרֵּ

ה אֶל עִיר קִבְרוֹת אֲבֹתַי וְאֶבְנֶנָה  י  אֶל יְהוּדָֹ נִּ ח  שְלָֹ  לְפָנֶיךָ אֲשֶר תִּ
I said to the Emperor [ אַרְתַחְשַסְתְא Artaxerxes I]: “O King, live forever!  How can I not 

look dejected, when the city of my ancestors’ graves is a ruin, and her gates have been con-

sumed by fire?  If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, send me 

to Judah, to the city of my ancestors’ graves, to rebuild it.” 

 

Outcome:  Imperial wine-steward promoted to פֶחָה pasha [“district governor”] of Judah. 

 

Akkadian   bel paḥāti   “lord of the district” 
 
 

Persian         پادشاه   pād’shāh   “royal master” 

Turkish            پاشا  pāshā    

Arabic    باشا  bāshā   
  
 

 

- twelve-year rule: governed with probity, and supported his administrative staff out 

of his own pocket, as part of his measures to relieve the burden of imperial taxation 

on the people.  Nehemiah 5:7-19 
 

- bolstered national pride (and secured the people from attacks by their Samaritan and 

Arab neighbors) by rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.   

    Nehemiah 6:15 
 

- coordinated Ezra’s public reading— and the peoples’ canonization— of the Torah. 

    Nehemiah 8-10 

 
Ruth   Ruth 1:16, 1:18-19 - 

ךְ   ל  י א  לְכִּ אַחֲרָיִךְ כִי אֶל אֲשֶר ת  ךְ לָשוּב מֵּ   וַתאֹמֶר רוּת אַל תִפְגְעִי בִי לְעָזְבֵּ
Ruth said: “Do not entreat me to leave you, nor to follow after you— for wherever you 

go, I will go; 
             - continued
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  תָלִינִי אָלִין

wherever you lodge, will I lodge.  

אלֹהַיִךְ אֱלֹהָי  ךְ עַמִּי וֵּ  עַמֵּּ

Your people shall be my people, and your God, my 

god. 

אִתָהּ לָלֶכֶת  הִיא  כִי מִתְאַמֶּצֶת  רֶא   וַתֵּ
יהֶם   עַד שְת  ה  לַכְנָֹ לֶיהָ    וַת  אֵּ ר   וַתֶחְדַל  לְדַבֵּ

ית לָחֶם   בֹאָנָה בֵּ
Seeing that she was resolved to go along with her, 

[Naomi] ceased discouraging her.  So the two of them 

went on their way, until their arrival at Bet-Lechem. 

 

Outcome:   progenitress of the royal dynasty of Israel. 
 

Lineage of the Chieftains of Judah 
[Ruth 4:18-2] 

 

 Judah > Peretz          generations entering Egypt 
 

 

            Cheztron > Ram > ‘AmiNadav > Nachshon          generations enslaved in Egypt 
 

 

                        generations free in Canaan           Salmah > Bo’az > ‘Oveid > Y’shai > David  

             

               Ruth                     King of 
                         all Israel 

 
3)  Going Unwillingly –  
 

Moses Exodus 2:15, 3:10, 4:12-13 – 

פַרְעֹה אֶת  לַהֲרֹג אֶת וַיִשְמַע  ש  וַיְבַקֵּ הַזֶה  בְרַח מֹשֶה הַדָבָר  י  מֹּשֶה  וַיִּ   מִפְנֵּ
דְיָֹן פַרְעֹה   וַי שֶב בְאֶרֶץ מִּ

When Pharaoh learned of the matter, he sought to kill Moses.  So Moses fled on account 

of [the wrath of] Pharaoh, and settled in the land of Midian.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

א אֶת   אֶל פַרְעֹהוְעַתָה לְכָה וְאֶשְלָחֲךָ    י וְהוֹצֵּ ל מִמִּצְרָיִם   עַמִּי בְנֵּ רָאֵּ וְעַתָה  יִשְֹ
ר יתִיךָ אֲשֶר תְדַבֵּ יך וְהוֹרֵּ ם פִּ י אֶהְיֶה עִּ נֹּכִּ ךְ וְאָֹ   ל 

“Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall free My people, the Israelites, 

from Egypt. . . . Now go, and I will be with you as you speak, and will instruct you what 

to say.”  

ח שְלָֹ א בְיַד תִּ   וַיאֹמֶר בִי אֲדֹנָי שְ לַח נָֹ
To which [Moses] replied: “prithee, my lord— please send [Your message to Pharaoh] by 

means of whomever You wish to send.”    

 

Outcome:  liberates the Israelites, and lays the foundation for ethical monotheism.  
 

Deuteronomy 34:10 -  ל כְמֹּשֶה רָאֵּ יא עוֹד בְיִשְֹ בִּ      וְלאֹ קָם  נָֹ
 

             - more over
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 And there has never since arisen in Israel a prophet the like of Moses, whom  

God knew face to Face; for all the signs and wonders that The Eternal One  

sent him to perform in the land of Egypt before Pharaoh, his court, and his  

entire land; nor for the mighty deeds and awesome acts that Moses wrought  

in the sight of all Israel.  

 
Jonah Jonah 1:1-3 - 

אמֹר   יוֹנָה בֶן יְהוָֹה אֶל וַיְהִי דְבַר  ךְ קוּם אֲמִתַי לֵּ ה אֶל  ל  ינְו    הָעִיר הַגְדוֹלָה   נִּ
  וּקְרָא עָלֶיהָ כִי עָלְתָה רָעָתָם לְפָנָי

The word of The Eternal One came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Arise, and go to Nineveh, 

that great city, and proclaim judgment upon it— for their wickedness has come before Me.” 

ם   ה    וַיָֹקָֹ בְרֹּחַ יונָֹ ה  תַרְשִישָה  לִּ י יְהוָֹ פְנ  לִּ יָפוֹ וַיִמְצָא אֳנִיָה בָאָה תַרְשִיש   וַיֵּרֶד מִּ
כָרָהּ  ן שְֹ רֶדוַיִתֵּ י יְהוָֹה  וַיֵּ  בָהּ לָבוֹא עִמָּהֶם תַרְשִישָה מִלִפְנֵּ

So Jonah arose— and fled to Tarshish, away from the Presence of The Eternal One. 

Going down to Yafo, he found a ship bound for Tarshish; paid its fare; and went down to 

sail with them to Tarshish, away from the Presence of The Eternal One.  

 
 

Outcome:  he brings about the penitence— and hence the redemption— of the wicked.  
 

Jonah 3:5-6, 3:10 -    ים  וַיִקְרְאוּ צוֹם אלֹהִּ ה ב  ינְו  י נִּ ינוּ אַנְש    וַיַאֲמִּ
The people of Nineveh believed God.  They proclaimed a fast, and great and   

small alike put on sackcloth.  When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he 

rose from his throne; divested himself of his royal robes; put on sackcloth; and 

sat in ashes.  

בֶר לַעֲשוֹּת    ה אֲשֶר דִּ עָֹ רָֹ ים עַל הָֹ אֱלֹהִּ חֶם הָֹ נָֹ ה  וַיִּ לָהֶם וְלאֹ עָשָֹ  

God, seeing what they had done— how they were turning back from their  

evil ways— renounced the punishment planned for them, and did not  

carry it out.  

 
4)  No Choice in the Matter –  
 

Kayin Genesis 4:10, 4:12, 4:16 -   

לַי מִן הָאֲדָמָה וְעַתָה אָרוּר אָתָה מִן הָאֲדָמָה אֲשֶר  י אָחִיךָ צֹעֲקִים אֵּ  קוֹל דְמֵּ
רֶץ  אָֹ הְיֶה בָֹ ד תִּ נָֹ ע וָֹ י אָחִיךָ מִיָדֶךָ נָֹ  פָצְתָה אֶת פִיהָ לָקַחַת אֶת דְמֵּ

“Your brother’s bloods cry out to me from the soil— wherefore you are to be even more 

cursed than the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 

hand.  You shall become a ceaseless wanderer on the earth.”  
 

 

             - continued
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דֶן  י יְהוָֹה וַיֵּשֶב בְאֶרֶץ נוֹד קִדְמַת עֵּ ן מִלִפְנֵּ א קַיִּ  וַי צ 
So Kayin went forth from the Presence of The Eternal One, and settled into the land of 

Nod, to the east of Eiden.  

 

Outcome:  his descendants, compelled to endeavor and diversify, create civilization.  
 

Genesis 4:17-22 -   ְם בְנוֹ חֲנוֹך ם הָעִיר כְשֵּ יר וַיִקְרָא שֵּ י בֹּנֶה עִּ  וַיְהִּ
He founded a city, which he named after his son Chanoch.   

קְנֶה יָבָל הוּא הָיָה אֲבִי     ב אֹּהֶל וּמִּ יש   

[Of his subsequent descendants,] Yaval was the forerunner of those who dwell  

 in tents and herd livestock; 

ב  יוּבָל הוּא הָיָה אֲבִי כָל     נור וְעוּגָֹ שֹּ כִּ תֹּפ   

his brother Yuval was the forerunner of those who play the lyre and the pipe;  

ש כָל     ש נְחשֶת וּבַרְזֶל  תוּבַל קַיִן לֹטֵּ חֹּר   

and his half-brother Tubal-Kayin was the forerunner of all those who fabricate  

 in brass and iron.  

 
Joseph  Genesis 39:1, 39:19-20 - 

ר הַטַבָחִים אִיש מִצְרִי  הוּ  פוֹטִיפַר סְרִיס פַרְעֹה שַֹ קְנ  ה   וַיִּ יְמָֹ צְרָֹ ף  הוּרַד  מִּ  וְיוס 
אלִים אֲשֶר הוֹרִדֻהוּ שָמָּה   מִיַד הַיִשְמְעֵּ

Once Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, Poti-Far— an Egyptian who was a 

cabinet minister of Pharaoh, his Minister of Justice— bought him from the Ishmaelites 

who had brought him there.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

לֶה אמֹר כַדְבָרִים הָאֵּ לָיו לֵּ י אִשְתוֹ אֲשֶר דִבְרָה אֵּ  וַיְהִי כִשְמֹעַ אֲדֹנָיו אֶת דִבְרֵּ
ה לִי עַבְדֶךָ וַיִחַר אַפוֹ   עָשָֹ

When his master heard the story that his wife told him (“Your slave did thus and so to me”) 

הַמֶּלֶךְ  י  אֲשֶר אֲסִירֵּ מְקוֹם  הַסֹהַר  ית  אֶל בֵּ הוּ  וַיִתְנֵּ אֹתוֹ  ף  יוֹסֵּ י  אֲדֹנֵּ  וַיִקַח 
ית הַסֹּהַר  ם בְב  י שָֹ  אֲסוּרִים  וַיְהִּ

he became furious, and consigned him to the prison where criminals of the empire were 

kept in ward.  So it was that Joseph was imprisoned.   

 

Outcome:  you can’t keep a good man down: consistently pushed down, Joseph continually

  rises to the top:   

- principal manager of his older brothers in running their father’s 

far-flung pastoralist enterprise, operating from Be’er-Sheva to 

Shechem from headquarters in Chevron    

    Genesis 37:12-13 
 

- majordomo of the estate of his Egyptian master.  

    Genesis 39:5-6 
 

- prime minister and high priest of all Egypt.   

    Genesis 41:39-46 
 

 
 

             - more over
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E) Claude Reignier Conder (1848-1910), Judas Maccabæus, and the Jewish War of Inde-

pendence (1872) - Jerusalem’s position, shut in at the 

back of the Judean watershed, while affording it security, 

was at the same time unfavorable to communication with 

the rest of the world, and 

possessed of only one 

spring. . . .    Shechem, 

with its beautiful gardens 

and abundant springs— 

being in a central position 

of the country and easily 

accessible, yet strongly de-

fended by mountains on all 

sides— is more likely 

than is Jerusalem to be in 

the future the political centre of the country. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ףוְאֶת   י אֲשֶר עַצְמות יוס  ל מִּצְרַיִם  הֶעֱלוּ בְנֵּ רָאֵּ שְכֶם יִשְֹ בְרוּ בִּ  קָֹ
F) Joshua 24:32 -  The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up with 

them out of Egypt, they buried in Shechem,  

יטָה אָה קְשִֹ י חֲמוֹר אֲבִי שְכֶם בְמֵּ ת בְנֵּ אֵּ   בְחֶלְקַת הַשָדֶה אֲשֶר  קָנָה יַעֲקֹב מֵּ
in a portion of that field which Jacob had bought 

from the sons of [the city chief] Chamor, father of 

Shechem, for a hundred q’sitah [Genesis 33:19],  

הְי ה  וּוַיִּ ף לְנַחֲלָֹ י יוס  בְנ   לִּ

for they had become the legacy of the descend-

ants of Joseph. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

G)   Genesis 42:24 -  

בְךְ   יהֶם וַי  עֲל  סֹּב מ    וַיִּ
He turned away from 

[his brothers], to weep. 

 

 

ר  וַיְדַבֵּ הֶם  אֲלֵּ  וַיָשָב 
הֶם   אֲלֵּ

Then[, when he had com-

posed himself,] he re-

turned to speak with 

them further.  

 

 

H)   Genesis 43:30 -  

כִי  ף  יוֹסֵּ ר   וַיְמַהֵּ
יו  אֶל  רַחֲמָֹ כְמְרוּ   נִּ
בְכות ש לִּ   אָחִיו וַיְבַק 

Joseph hastened away—

because his compassion 

was aroused towards his 

brothers, and he was 

about to cry;  

בְךְ  הַחַדְרָה  וַי   וַיָבאֹ 
ה  מָֹ  שָֹ

so he went off to his 

room, and wept there.  
 

I)   Genesis 50:25 - 

י  אֶת בְנֵּ ף  יוֹסֵּ  וַיַשְבַע 
פָקֹד  אמֹר  לֵּ ל  רָאֵּ  יִשְֹ
 יִפְקֹד אֱלֹהִים אֶתְכֶם 

Joseph exacted an oath 

of all Israel: “God will 

assuredly one day take 

note of you— 

תֶם אֶת    עַצְמֹּתַי וְהַעֲלִּ
זֶה   מִּ

“so[, when that happens,] 

bring up my bones out 

of here with you!” 

 
           - continued

Genesis 48:22 - 

י לְך שְכֶם   אַחַד  עַל    תַתִּ י נָֹ  וַ אֲנִּ
  אַחֶיך

Moreover, I have assigned you— 

over your brothers— Shechem. 
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 תשובה צדקה תפלהואלו הן   מבטלין גזירות רעותדברים   שלשה
J) Midrash Ecclesiastes Rabbah 5:4 [expansion of Talmud, Rosh haShanah 19b] -  Three 

things annul a destructive decree.  They are: prayer, righteousness, and repentance.   

ויתפללו עליהם  שמי  נקרא  אשר  ויכנעו  עמי  הה״ד  אחד  בפסוק   ושלשתן 
 ויבקשו פני וישובו מדרכיהם הרעים ואני אשמע מן השמים ואסלח לחטאתם 

  וארפא את ארצם

All three are taught in a single verse— even as it is written:  “And My People, upon whom 

My Name is called, will humble themselves and pray and seek My presence, and they will 

turn from their evil ways; then I will hear from On High, and forgive their sin, and heal 

their land” [II Chronicles 7:14]. 

 צרה יענך ה׳ ביום  שנאמר התעניתר׳ מונא אמר אף 
Rabbi Muna said that fasting, too[, can change to a positive outcome]— even as it is said in 

Scripture: “The Eternal One will answer you in the day of distress” [Psalm 20:2]. 
 

   שינוי מעשה ו  שינוי השם ר׳ חייא ור׳ יוסי אומר אף  
 

Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yossi say that changing your name, and a change in comportment 

[can also implement a change in outcome].  
 ארצך מ לך לךדכתיב  מקום שינויאף  ויש אומרים 

 

And there are those who say: also a change of venue— even as it is written: “Get 

yourself out of your land[. . . and I will make you a blessing].” 

 
 

 

מזל משנה       משנה מקום  
“Who change their place,      change their luck.” 

טוישן גליק        טוישן אָרט  
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