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1769-1787 | The mission chain begins and expands
1769 MISSION Mission San Diego de Alcalá

First of Alta California's 21 Franciscan missions is established.

1770 MISSION Mission San Carlos Borroméo de Carmelo
Second mission; founded at Monterey and later moved to Carmel Valley.

1771 MISSION Mission San Antonio de Padua
Third mission, established in the San Antonio Valley.

1771 MISSION Mission San Gabriel Arcángel
Fourth mission, founded in the Los Angeles region.

1772 MISSION Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa
Fifth mission, established on the Central Coast.

1775 EVENT Resistance at Mission San Diego
A major Kumeyaay uprising attacks the mission; Father Luís Jayme is killed.

1776 MISSION Mission San Francisco de Asís (Mission Dolores)
Sixth mission, established near San Francisco Bay.

1776 MISSION Mission San Juan Capistrano
Seventh mission; re-established in 1776 after an earlier attempt.

1777 MISSION Mission Santa Clara de Asís
Eighth mission, founded near the Guadalupe River.

1782 MISSION Mission San Buenaventura
Ninth mission and the last founded during Junípero Serra's lifetime.

1785 EVENT Toypurina and San Gabriel Resistance
Toypurina and Indigenous allies take part in a planned uprising at San Gabriel.

1786 MISSION Mission Santa Bárbara
Tenth mission, established near the Chumash community at Santa Barbara.

1787 MISSION Mission La Purísima Concepción
Eleventh mission, founded near present-day Lompoc.

INDIGENOUS HISTORY NOTE
California missions were built within the homelands of diverse Indigenous peoples, whose experiences differed by place and time.
Mission history includes colonization, labor, conversion, disease, cultural change, resistance, adaptation, survival, and living Native communities today.
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1791-1833 | Expansion, Mexican independence, resistance, and secularization
1791 MISSION Mission Santa Cruz

Twelfth mission, established near Monterey Bay.

1791 MISSION Mission Nuestra Señora de la Soledad
Thirteenth mission, founded in the Salinas Valley.

1797 MISSION Mission San José
Fourteenth mission; one of five missions founded during the major 1797 expansion.

1797 MISSION Mission San Juan Bautista
Fifteenth mission, established near the San Andreas Fault.

1797 MISSION Mission San Miguel Arcángel
Sixteenth mission; Salinan artists later helped decorate its church interior.

1797 MISSION Mission San Fernando Rey de España
Seventeenth mission, founded in the San Fernando Valley.

1798 MISSION Mission San Luis Rey de Francia
Eighteenth mission, established in present-day Oceanside.

1804 MISSION Mission Santa Inés
Nineteenth mission, founded between Santa Bárbara and La Purísima.

1810 EVENT Mexican War of Independence Begins
War disrupts Spain's support and supply system for Alta California.

1812 EVENT Earthquake at San Juan Capistrano
A major earthquake collapses the stone church during Mass, causing many deaths.

1817 MISSION Mission San Rafael Arcángel
Twentieth mission, first established as an asistencia and later recognized as a mission.

1821 EVENT Mexico Gains Independence from Spain
Alta California becomes part of independent Mexico; mission governance begins to change.

1823 MISSION Mission San Francisco Solano
Twenty-first and final California mission; the only one founded under Mexican rule.

1824 EVENT Chumash Revolt
Chumash resistance spreads through Santa Inés, La Purísima, and Santa Bárbara.

1833 EVENT Secularization Legislation
Mexico adopts a mission secularization law; implementation across Alta California follows in 1834.

INDIGENOUS HISTORY NOTE
Native peoples were not passive participants: communities resisted, negotiated, adapted, preserved traditions, and survived the mission era.
Mission history includes colonization, labor, conversion, disease, cultural change, resistance, adaptation, survival, and living Native communities today.


